www.thevalleydiary.org

More of what you’re looking for. Locally.

As I’ve had so many super submission of photos from local people this month, let’s
celebrate that and give it a front-page splash with a selection! Richard Pailthorpe’s
sunset from Charlton, spring flowers in glasshouse at West Dean and the
Percheron horses at Weald & Downland. West Dean Wisteria flowers by Coral
Mather and proving that spring has sprung, our very own official photographer,
Nadine Duty (www.nadinedutyphotographer.co.uk).
We’re getting more colour pages in The Valley Diary as time goes on, so why not
make the most of them and send over your local photos for all to see. We’ll happily
publish the highlights as we have space. editor@valleydiary.org

April 2022

See your 10% Off Voucher on Page 5...
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The Earl of March
Country Pub & Restaurant
Seafood & Game Specialties
Country Plush Ambience,
Superb Cuisine & Wide Range of
Fine Wines & Ales
Look out for our Foodie Festivals!

We look forward to
welcoming you!
Lavant Road, Lavant,
Nr Chichester PO18 0BQ
Tel: 01243 533993
www.theearlofmarch.com
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Not Shy But Retiring

GOODWOOF!
Saturday 28th May
Sunday 29th May
A grand celebration of all things dog,
Goodwoof is a new event dedicated to
our canine companions. Delivered with
the boundless enthusiasm of dog lovers
and presented in inimitable Goodwood
style, Goodwoof will feature a fantastic
line-up of activities to entertain dogs,
their humans and all the family in the
beautiful surroundings of The Kennels.
From exciting competitions and
demonstrations, to play and
pampering, from trails and treats to
wellness and nutrition, it will be a feast
of family-friendly fun equally suited to
those with a dog, and those without.

Hello to all you lovely local village folk. I
am taking a short break from creating
comic verse for this excellent magazine,
and am going to have a go at being serious
for once. Tricky, but here goes…
From time to time we all rely on those who’s job it
is to look after our needs, and every week here in
East Dean, for the last 18 years, you will have seen
the smiling face of one such helpful, friendly man
called Richard, behind the wheel of the refuse
collection truck. Not for much longer though,
because he is about to retire!
Eighteen years is a very long time, so I have
Bin and Gone!
chatted to that village legend Tim Weeks and he
agrees that we should show our gratitude by giving Richard, at the very least, a big
cheer as a send off.
His last working visit to East Dean is on Thursday 12th May, so we thought it
would be fun if as many people as possible, from any village, could gather on the
pond green by 10am, and give him a big cheer.
In the meantime maybe East Dean residents could get together and organise
anything from bunting, placards, and a whip-round for a card and a present. I know
there are some very energetic leading lights in East Dean, so can they please get
something going at what is very short notice? Come on East Dean, we can do this!
Francis

Tickets can be purchased
at goodwood.com
Save the Date

For Singleton Fete...
Saturday 16th July

Plant Sale
Lavant Memorial Hall
Sunday 8th May from 2pm

Annual Flower Show
Lavant Memorial Hall

Saturday 6th August from 2pm
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Adventurous Escapes with St Wilfrid’s Hospice...
St Wilfrid’s Hospice is excited to announce not one but two adventures of a life time in 2023. Choose to hike the
final 67km of the famous Camino Frances pilgrimage route in Northern Spain, or go in search of the Aurora
Borealis across the ancient volcanic land of Iceland. You can now register your interest at stwh.co.uk/events
to join informal information evening with experienced guides about joining these exceptional fundraising treks:
Camino de Santiago pilgrimage trail, Spain (4-8 October 2023) Info. Evening on 26 May 2022, at 7pm
This is your invitation to walk the final 67km of the famous Camino Frances, also known as the French Way pilgrimage route.
This is a remarkable journey which shows off beautiful scenery, visits sleepy villages and includes the chance to visit their
churches. Starting at Palas de Rei you will walk to the UNESCO world heritage site Santiago Old Town, which is home to the
stunning Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela.
Northern Lights Trek, Iceland (8 – 12 March 2023) Info. Evening on 12 May 2022, at 7pm
Take on this challenging trek across snow covered landscapes, along mountain passes and past natural lakes in search of seeing
the Northern Lights. On the route will be the opportunity to explore the famous
Geothermal Valley and end at the pretty city of Reykjavik.
Registering your interest also ensures you receive the brochure
detailing the itinerary and support offered on each trek.
1st Prize... Vicky Mudford, East Dean
2nd Prize... Martin and Julia Gibbard, East Dean
3rd Prize... Tim Weeks, East Dean
On a bitterly cold but bright Spring day, the 100
Club March draw was made in East Dean Church and strangely, all of our winners
come from East Dean. Many congratulations to them all.
The next draw will take place on April 3rd when hopefully it will be considerably
warmer. But it is such a lovely time of the year with the spring flowers and the
blossom on the trees, and all being well better times ahead for us all. Wendy
Heather

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:

•

Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.

•

Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)

•

Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication

•

Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist

•

Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday
9.30am - 5.30pm
(Lunch 1pm-2pm)

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

...see our adverts on Page 2
5

www.valleygardeningclub.org.uk
Looking back to April 2020, it doesn’t seem possible that two years have passed
since we cancelled our events one by one as the months went by. April is almost
here and our first VGC event for 2022 will have been The Spring Show on 19th
March - the forecast was for sunshine (at time of writing) and the daffodils look
wonderful, so hopefully I will be able to report a successful gathering in the next
edition of The Valley Diary.
The next event will be the Bacon Bap Morning at 10.30am on Monday 11th
April at East Dean Village Hall. Do come along for some good bacon, coffee
and a catch up with friends. There will be the usual plant/garden, Bric-a-Brac,
Bring-and-Buy stalls, Raffle, a chance to win the Hillier £25 voucher (if you join
the VGC) and Lodge Hill Plants will be there with their usual array of lovely
herbaceous plants.
You can renew your membership or sign up for the first time. We are keeping the
membership fee at £3 per person or £5 per couple. Membership is open to
residents of the Valley who can attend our various events and enter the VCG
Shows. Whilst non-members cannot make entries, they are most welcome to
attend our shows, talks and events. Details are in The Valley Diary or on our
website.
We will not be holding The Rose Show in June this year as there are many other
June events in the Valley including the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The Annual
Show will be on Saturday 6th August, again at East Dean Village Hall. We
hope to organise some outside garden visits and a Garden “Safari” at some point
later in the year. Details to follow.
Enjoy your gardening and spare a thought for those whose lives have been
shattered by recent events. So many flowers are yellow and blue at this time of
year. Penny Buchan

A.S.M. Carpentry
& Joinery Ltd
Over 30 years of experience in all
aspects of carpentry
Professional, Qualified, Insured
Local and Reliable
Carpentry Company
andrew@asm-carpentry.com
Phone: 01243 278659
Mobile: 07789 748368

Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/Fortnightly
Ironing service a speciality

07860 604849
07825 618121
References/
recommendations
available on request
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EASTER AT THE
MUSEUM
Sow To Dough - Our Daily Bread
2nd - 3rd April
Learn how this diet staple has evolved
over time and discover the important
role bread played in rural communities
and historic homes through the ages.
The weekend how bread was prepared by the miller, the nutritional value and
even shady practices around the adulteration of flour. Discover different types of
bread from the Weald & Downland region and enjoy live demonstrations and talks
from the mill, Saxon building, Tudor kitchen and the historic bakehouse.
Easter at The Museum: 15th - 18th April
This Easter the Museum will also be continuing its 2022 theme of ‘The Ritual
Year’ by looking at the traditional calendar and how significant dates and seasonal
events were celebrated through the ages with unique customs and special
traditions. This April, the Museum will bring to life traditional Easter celebrations
over the Easter weekend (16-18) and delve into the preparations of the past,
starting with a traditional Good Friday baking demonstration in the Tudor
Kitchen and Newdigate Bakehouse.

01730 817359 - 07742 874883
shaun@shaunthesweep.co.uk
All types of chimneys swept
Power Sweeping
Traditional Sweeps Undertaken
Camera Surveys (internal and external)
HETAS approved stove installer and sweep.

Easter Holidays: 9th - 24th April
Throughout the Easter school holidays the Museum is hosting a range of springthemed family-friendly activities to keep children entertained and inspired over
the Easter Holidays. This will include fun craft activities
and a range of traditional games, there will also be a chance
to see traditional farm animals such as the Museum’s heavy
horses and Southdown sheep and lambs.

wealddown.co.uk - 01243 811363

DYSON KING
ARCHITECTURAL
IRONMONGERS

25 Years Supplying Fittings
for Doors, Windows, Gates,
Locks & Safes.
Service to Architects, Builders
& The General Public

01243 776739
www.dysonking.com

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
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Midhurst Camera Club
midhurstcameraclub.co.uk
April
20th April 2022: 7:30pm - Midhurst
Camera Club Guest Speaker evening
at the Cowdray Golf Club “Underwater Photography – The Big
Stuff from Manatees to Crocodiles”
by David Keep ARPS ABPE.
May
4th May 2022: 7:30pm - Midhurst
Camera Club Guest Speaker evening
at the Cowdray Golf Club - “Along
The Inca Trail” by Stafford Steed
LRPS CPAGB.

Leap4Love with St
Wilfrid’s
Take on a sponsored 10,000ft free fall
tandem skydive for St Wilfrid’s
Hospice.
All training provided on the day by
your own experienced instructor,
allowing you to take in every second.
Jump as part of a team July 3rd or take
a flexi-date booking for a time to suit
you. Find out more at stwh.co.uk/
leap4love

WEST DEAN
COMMUNITY
SPEED WATCH
UPDATE
West Dean Community Speed
Watch Group embarked on its
first outing on Sunday 13th
March.
In the hour we were out, we witnessed
18 speeding vehicles; the fastest
recorded speed was an alarming 61
mph! We also witnessed a vehicle
overtake on double-white lines because
the car in front was dutifully travelling
at 30mph.
Unfortunately, we failed to record the
time that we saw each vehicle so we
couldn't officially record our results
(rookie mistake!) but it was a good
learning curve and we all feel more
confident for our next outing.
We are hoping to raise awareness of
speeding through our lovely village. If
you would like to join the group please
contact Helen Court
at helencourt71@yahoo.com
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TRADITIONAL
TIMBER
WINDOWS

Bespoke,
hand crafted
windows
made here in
the Valley

07973 399487
07881 940057
valleytraditionalwindows@gmail.com

Cryptic Crossword by Chiasmus (the late Peter Wright)
Across
1, 14 (9, 3) Re-vamped pub makes Reg
drain pint
7 (6) War here could have been a crime,
subjugating leading article
9 (4) See confusion of WW 1 battlefield,
losing its right
11 (5) Keen raptor swaps sides, shifting
direction to the right
12 (3) Spoil returned battering
implement
16 (4) Employer delays introduction of
ruse until the end
18 (4) Entirely appropriate get together
20 (3) First to, and then this way, fish
returned
21 (3) Dyke builder lacks finish - it's not
on!
24 (5) Wine can be this when drenched,
lacking that sign of the South
27 (4) Chief support for Roman
structures
29 (6) Cut tax!
30 (9) Study of peoples - he only got
confused

Another from Peter’s archive - this from August 2009. Beware that
the first clue is dated, just to make it harder!

Down
1 (3) Pious ecstasy can be fattening!
2 (4) Ancient city's losing monarch mere playthings
3 (3) Frozen water-rodents beheaded
4 (5) Conduit for excessive four fifths of itself
5 (3) Palindromic boat sounds fun
6 (6) Unite in pursuit of energy and come out
8 (3) English Racing Automobiles briefly represented period of history eg for Goodwood
10 (4) Drunks begin south of the Swale
13 (3) Dull sounding floor covering
15 (3) And not usual without male
16 (3) Something other-worldly in Hindu folklore
17 (6) Eliminate very loud interruption of Eastern expert
19 (4) Heroic story included in rude picturebook
20 (5) New and importunate
22,23 (3,4) Beginnings of local horror with confused foal and cross found in local landmark
25 (3) Equipment almost half of cooking facility
26 (3) Densely encrusted niches initially provide lair
28 (3) Hail of sailors losing head for small old transport vessel
Answers on Page 12...

Ted’s Top Tips!

Check Your
Chair Bolts!
I found one on the floor today
and was very surprised. I put
my office chair together
myself, and the bolts were
certainly tight.
Just goes to show - they work
loose in time. I turned the
thing upside-down, checked
the other 3 and sure enough,
they were all needing
significant re-tightening.

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey

BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK
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Democracy - an Unlikely History
In 1649 the English Civil War
ended with the leader of the losing
side, King Charles 1st, being
beheaded in Whitehall. The leader
of the winning side, Oliver
Cromwell, declared himself ‘Lord
Protector’ and so began a decade of
Puritan rule, with theatres closed
and Christmas cancelled. Any
supporters of the dead king who
hadn’t already done so disappeared
into exile or risked following him
onto the scaffold.
11 years later, when Cromwell died, the
royalists seized their chance to come out
of hiding, Charles 2nd was enthroned,
and one of the first things he did was
pass the Act of Oblivion, sentencing all
the people who’d signed his father’s
death warrant to face the same fate. So
then it was their turn to run and hide.
Just under 300 years later in 1945
Winston Churchill, who’d just led the
country to victory in the Second World
War, was deposed by the popular vote of
the people and Clement Attlee became
Prime Minister in his place. Churchill
was not executed, his supporters did not
have to flee, rather they became the
parliamentary opposition. So how did
we get to that point in three centuries?
The first example – winner takes it all –
is much more typical of regime change
throughout history and throughout the
world today. It is an extraordinarily
counter-intuitive thing to have a system
where you can win a general election on
a Thursday, the person who was Prime
Minister 24 hours earlier leaves Downing
Street on Friday morning – through the
front door with dignity, not bundled out
the back – and you walk in, to spend the
weekend appointing your cabinet. And
then, when you go to the House of
Commons on Monday to commence
being the government, the person you
just defeated is still there, on the other

side of the chamber, still arguing the
with you! In how many other places in
the world does that happen?
The story of how we got from winner
takes it all to Her Majesty’s Government
versus Her Majesty’s Opposition
debating whose approach is better is a
complicated series of two steps forward /
one step back movements, encompassing
the Glorious Revolution, the Tolpuddle
Martyrs, hereditary lords and the
Representation of The People Act 1862,
not forgetting the enfranchisement of
women barely a century ago. But the fact
is, it happened! Somehow, on this tight
and wonderful island, we came up with a
system of government, and changes of
government, quite unlike anything that
had ever happened before, and by so
doing set an example that has been
copied around the world, but not
unfortunately everywhere. Only 20% of
the world’s people live in functioning
democracies. (It’s a general rule of
thumb that if somewhere calls itself a
“Democratic Republic” it probably isn’t.
If it’s called a “People’s Democratic
Republic” it’s definitely a dictatorship.)
This is the history we can be proud of,
and should be, particularly now when the
hatred that autocrats have for the very
notion that there could ever be such a
thing as an election they don’t win is all
too horribly apparent. Because that is
the thing about Ukraine that offends
Vladimir Putin, not some absurd idea
that NATO is planning to use it as a base
to finish what Hitler and Napoleon failed
to achieve. The example of a prosperous
country where the people are free to
change the government (and elect a
former comedian to be head of state) is
what really scares him, for fear that his
own cowed and indoctrinated people
might think it looks like an idea they
should copy. Much the same can be said
of the Chinese crackdown on pro-

democracy campaigners in Hong Kong,
and their fury at Taiwan demonstrating
how a Chinese country doesn’t have to
have a dynasty, an emperor, or a
chairman-for-life.
Teaching history is a controversial
business; it’s not appropriate to portray
a story of brave explorers ‘discovering’
natives and then civilising them, but
neither should we be endlessly beating
ourselves up because some of our long
dead ancestors were involved in the grim
trade of slavery. The creation of
democracy is an inspiring story that
everyone who lives here now can (and
should) learn and celebrate. Then they’ll
realise how strange and precious and
rare it is. Tim Weeks

DID YOU KNOW?
The species of giant tortoise
that inhabits San Cristóbal
Island (part of the
Galapagos Island Group)
until now
scientifically known as Chelonoidis
chathamensis, genetically corresponds to
a different species, which was believed to
be extinct since the beginning of the
20th century!

BERRY STONEWORK
SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE
BRICKWORK
RESTORATION CONSERVATION
RENOVATION

DUNCAN BERRY
duncan@berrystonework.co.uk
www.berrystonework.co.uk

PHONE
07557 515314
01243 539279

Units 1 & 2, Lavant, Chichester
PO18 0BW

01243 532630
www.a1autocarechichester.co.uk
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The Diary
Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the
coming months. Do please let us know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all.
Deadline for the…

May 2022 Edition
April 2022

Sat 9th & Sun 10th 79th Members'
Meeting: Goodwood
Mon 11th Valley Gardening Club Bacon
Bap Morning: 10.30am: East Dean
Village Hall
Mon 11th Royal British legion Meeting:
The Partridge Inn, Singleton: 7pm
Mon 11th East Dean Parish Council
AGM: 7pm: Council Meeting: 7.30pm:
East Dean Village Hall
Tue 12th Ladies Night: Star & Garter:
East Dean
Fri 15th - Sun 18th Easter at the
Museum: Weald & Downland
Fri 22nd The Valley Diary Copy
Deadline: 12noon

August 2022

May 2022

Got
something to
add? Please
let us know by
emailing...

Mon 2nd Singleton Cricket Club Duck
Race!
Sat 7th East Dean Spring Village Clean
Up: 10am
Sat 7th The Sussex Yeomanry
Association Spring Service: Waymark
Memorial in Charlton: 11:30hrs
Tue 10th Ladies Night: Star & Garter:
East Dean
Wed 18th Singleton & Charlton Parish
Council Meeting & Annual Meeting:
Singleton Village Hall: 7pm
Sat 28th & Sun 29th Goodwoof!
Goodwood

June 2022

Thu 2nd Queens Platinum Jubilee
Beacon Lighting: Evening: East Dean
Sat 4th Queen's Platinum Jubilee Lunch
Party: Singleton Village Hall
Sat 11th East Dean Church Fete:
2.30pm: Old Vicarage, East Dean
Tue 14th Ladies Night: Star & Garter:
East Dean
Sat 18th & Sun 19th West’s Wood
Fair: 10am-5pm: Newhouse Lane, East
Dean
Fri 23rd - Sun 26th Festival of Speed:
Goodwood

Sat 6th Valley Gardening Club
Annual Show: East Dean Village Hall

September 2022

Fri 16th - Sun 18th Goodwood
Revival
Wed 21st Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: Singleton
Village Hall: 7pm

November 2022

Wed 16th Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: Singleton
Village Hall: 7pm

editor@valleydiary.org
Lots more dates and events
can be found in the Diary
Online at…
...thevalleydiary.org/diary
Head on over for as many of
the dates as we can scoop up!

July 2022

Answers: Crossword: Across: Partridge Inn,
Crimea, Espy, Eager, Ram, User, Meet, Fro, Off,
Oaked, Arch, Excise, Ethnology. Down: Pie,
Toys, Ice, Drain, Gig, Emerge, Era, Sots, Mat,
Nor, UFO, Efface, Epic, Fresh, Fox Hall, Kit,
Den, Hoy.

Sat 16th Singleton Fete: 1.30 to 4.30pm
Mon 18th East Dean Parish Council
Meeting: 7.30pm: East Dean Village Hall
Wed 20th Singleton & Charlton Parish
Council Meeting: Singleton Village Hall:
7pm
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All information for inclusion to
arrive by 12noon please on

Friday 22nd April
editor@valleydiary.org
Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything you
have to share with your community
should arrive as soon as possible.

The Team
Ted Salmon, Editor & Accounts
editor@valleydiary.org, 07423 117091
David Mather, Accounts & Advertising
davidmather0@gmail.com, 01243 774385,
07973 820877
Chris Kelly, Distribution
chriskelly7043@yahoo.co.uk, 01243 811833

The Distribution Team

East Dean: Tim Weeks, Wendy Heather
Charlton: Penny Buchan, Valerie Tapley
Singleton: Penny Spence, Jane Penny,
Elaine Kelly, Judy Fathers, Gay Godfrey, Vicky
Gillespie
West Dean: Tony Boxall, Sandra
Muggeridge, Micky Johns, Carol Corbett
Binderton: Barbara Boxall
Goodwood: Tony Boxall
Lavant: Sheila Sims
Chichester: Penny Buchan
The legal bit: We (The Valley Diary Team) make
every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any error
in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by the
businesses or individuals appearing in its pages. In
short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

Useful Telephone
Numbers
CDC Councillor, Henry Potter
07792 857973
East Dean Football Club
07944 036709
East Dean Fete
TBA
East Dean PC Clerk
07712 647511
East Dean Village Hall
01243 811358
Goodwood Security
07909 876823
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
01243 527264
Lavant Road Pharmacy
01243 380185
Local Police
101
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean
TBA
Police (Local Officer)
TBA
Singleton Fete
01243 818037
Singleton Parish Clerk
07976 800965
Singleton School
01243 811679
Singleton Tearooms
01243 811899
Singleton Village Hall
01243 811453
Valley Parish Office
01243 811213
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Office
01243 811363
Shop
01243 811020
West Dean College
01243 811301
West Dean Fete
01243 811247
West Dean Gardens
01243 818221
West Dean PC Clark
01798 865189
West Dean School
01243 811247
West Dean Stores
01243 818222

FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mountford, 01243 811358.
HOME FOOT CARE 01243 811442.
DOG GROOMING - SMART DOGS Lesley Pollard. 01243
811805
PILATES CLASSES Jo, 07917 177404
FERNS RESTORATIVE YOGA 01243 818058
STANDBY NANNY Josie, 07747 867652
PAINTER AND DECORATOR Arthur, 07936 082626
YOGA WITH CARA 07787 512283
EAR CARE SPECIALIST Summersdale Pharmacy, 01243
380185
YOGA WITH JACQUI 01243 535223, 07854 441010
YOGA WITH KATIE Tel. Tel 07918 757758
REGISTERED NURSE Dawn, 07876 796034
PAINTER Shaf 07706 105526
PLUMBER Peter 07825 268317
DOG GROOMING Leandra 07944 788727
BUILDER James 07788 532135
TAXI 01243 778499
SOMETHING FISHY 01243 671133 or 07900 086085

SELF EMPLOYED GARDENER Jonathan Becker
07756 328030

Albert says...

A splinter in my lip,
On my tongue a woody taste.
That’s the last time I eat,
Anything ‘plank based’.

Register of Local...
The Old Granary East Lavant - ask Helen 01243 251301
Trundlers Charlton - ask another Helen 01243 811686
Hunters Lodge, Lavant - or indeed another Helen!
01243 532415 - 07788 663712
B&B - Ring Sophie on 01243 811465
The Folly, Charlton on 01243 811307 - ask Joan or David
B & B Harper's Cottage, East Lavant. Ring Caroline 01243 278659
Flint Cottage, 47 Mid Lavant, Lavant Road, P018 0AA: Sue Kemble 01243
785883 / 07814903541
The Shepherds Barn, Chilgrove: Lucy 07775 934999
www.shepherdsbarnsussex.co.uk
Run a little local B&B? Why not list here for free!

editor@valleydiary.org
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Duronic Laptop Stand
DML121

Instructions? Huh!
A Poem by Francis

This laptop stand is
The book of instructions, unread,
incredibly flexible and
Was in the rubbish bin.
fitted the bill nicely to
Right next to the new gadget,
get my laptop screen
That had also been tossed in.
up high enough so
that I could also use
He bought it in all good faith,
my keyboard rather than the laptop's
To make life easier at home.
keyboard.
She couldn’t make it work first time,
Into the bargain, you can get the screen up So the whole thing had been thrown.
to eye level which helps with neck/posture
He asked the same old question,
etc. The six leg bits can be arranged in
As he had, time and again.
pretty much any position and have push“Did you read the instructions?”
buttons in the pivot/joint to enable the
moves. They also have a 'degrees' marking And the answer is always the same.
- which is actually very useful as one gets
Instructions? What good are they?”
completely confused getting right/left
Now his head starts spinning.
together!
“You know what I think of them,
The platter is metal and the legs plastic.
They’re just a matter of opinion!”
Platter is 42cm x 27cm which is pretty big and my giant 17" gaming laptop fits nicely. I guess you could use it for holding
anything really! There are some pads on the platter to prevent movement but the
most useful bit in that respect is obviously the front raised 'lip'. If you raise it up
fully you can get to 46cm, so it could be used as a makeshift 'standing' desk. The
higher it gets - and the wonkier the angles - the less stable it gets of course!
Depending on the weight of the item on the platter - you can't defy gravity, so one
needs to be a bit careful! They reckon 10KG - but you'd have to be pretty careful
up at that end! It's just over £20 and just the job for what I need, decently (if not
brilliantly) made and should last for a few years - depending on how much you
move it I guess! TS AmazonUK - https://amzn.to/35ScMwy

SUSSEX YEOMANRY ASSOCIATION SPRING
SERVICE
The Sussex Yeomanry Association Spring Service will be held on Saturday 7th
May 2022 at the Waymark Memorial in Charlton (postcode PO18 0HU)
starting at 11:30hrs
Coffee will be available at The Fox Goes Free pub from 10:45hrs should you wish
to partake.
All are most welcome to attend
The service is being supported by the Cadets from Newhaven who will be parading
our Regimental Colours (Guidon).
Jerry Bailey, Communications Officer, The Sussex Yeomanry
Association.
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EAST DEAN
CHURCH FETE
Back after the two year break – our
lovely, traditional village fete held in the
beautiful grounds of the Old Vicarage.

Saturday 11th June 2022
2.30pm
All the usual stalls: Cakes and
Home Produce - Tombola - Bric a
Brac - Coconut Shy - Raffle - Teas Strawberries & Cream - Plants Books, Toys, Games and much
more!
Parking is available in the village hall car
park. We look forward to welcoming you!

ROYAL BRITISH
LEGION MEETING
Monday 11th April
The Partridge Inn
Singleton
7pm

St Wilfrid’s
Hospice
Anniversary
Spring Raffle

MOBILE
POST OFFICE
THE SELSEY ARMS at
WEST DEAN

Buy tickets now to be in
with the chance of
winning some fabulous
prizes whilst supporting
your local Hospice at
stwh.co.uk/hospiceraffles.

MONDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm
THURSDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm

THE PARTRIDGE INN at
SINGLETON
MONDAYS 2.45pm to 3.45pm

Mobile Postmaster, Operating from
Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779

Entry closes on Friday 22
April 2022. The draw will
take place on Friday 29
April 2022.
1st Prize: £1000
2nd Prize: £500
3rd Prize: £250
4th Prize: The Old
Railway Station – Bed
and breakfast for 2
5th Prize: Chichester
Festival Theatre – Two
tickets for opening
production
6th Prize: Halfway
Bridge Petworth – £50
Voucher
7th Prize: Holistic Hut
Sidlesham – £50
Voucher
8th Prize: Q Hair &
Beauty – Mini Facial &
Blow Dry
9th Prize: Runcton
Farm Shop – Hamper
10th Prize: Sussex
Grove Flowers –
Seasonal arrangement

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
Showroom & Workshop
Located at Binderton Nr Lavant
Main dealers for many makes
Fast reliable service
Advice & Discounted machines
Part exchange taken
Collection & delivery offered

See website
www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003

THE BOOK SHED
Singleton Village Hall
Now Open…

Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 4pm
Access is through the side gate
and is the first shed on the right.
The books are free for you to keep or
return.
If you have any books you wish to donate
please place them on the shelves.
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There are over 17,000 people
living with dementia in our area,
but we only reach 10%. So we need
your help.

Singleton Fete

Here at Dementia Support we are launching a
crucial appeal to help support local people living
with dementia, as growing demand for our
services reach an all-time high since life has
started to return to normal.
The past couple of years have been extremely
challenging, with disruption of services for our customers.
We have witnessed the devastating impact of social isolation for people with
dementia, and some people’s symptoms have progressed faster. That’s why people
living with dementia need your help now more than ever.
Thanks to the compassion of our supporters, we have paved the way for improved
dementia care and support, but there is still so much more to do.
Please help us to reach our SAGE (support and give every month) spring appeal of
150 new regular donors. You can start your regular gift today and invest in life
changing support and care for people living with dementia.
You can go online to sign up by Direct Debit at www.dementiasupport.org.uk/
donate and select the monthly donation option. If you would like more
information about the services offered at Sage House, please call 01243 888691 or
visit www.dementiasupport.org.uk

Tackling business
crime in partnership

Wanted for Liliane’s
Famous Jewellery and
Accessories Stall
All manner of pretty things
jewellery - costume jewellery handbags
- gloves etc…
All items welcome
Will collect

Call Liliane

01243 811368

Your Local Tree
Surgeon
For free quotes and advice contact

We recently had a very constructive meeting of our Safer Sussex
Business Partnership (SSBP) which was established two years ago. It
was pleasing to have a diverse range of businesses and other partners
at the meeting and we were able to hear progress reports on several
exciting initiatives in Sussex.
Our ground-breaking One Touch Reporting pilot with the Co-op, involving 22
stores in West Sussex, is now moving into Phase 2. This new stage of the scheme
will enable crime reports to be transferred through to Sussex Police in less than a
minute, making reporting quick and easy for store staff.
Phase 3 of the pilot should start in late spring, with 22 more Co-op stores in and
around Eastbourne and Hastings coming on board.
Preventing re-offending and diverting people away from crime is another key aim
of the SSBP members. We were updated recently about three schemes that have
been developed by Sussex Police and partners and we learned how they are being
implemented across Sussex to deter both first-time shoplifters and the more
persistent offenders.
The schemes range from preventing younger, low-level offenders from slipping
further into criminality to using civil and criminal behavioural orders to tackle
persistent offenders who cause the most harm to the local community.
Katy Bourne, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner
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Cameron or Will
07756 599419 - 07702 408820
rutledgeandcoe@hotmail.com

MILESTONE
GARAGE
COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

01730 813148

A Pail Outlook.
A Poem by Francis
They used to make them in wood,
A few hundred years ago.
Yes that is hard to believe,
But it really is quite so.
Now they are heavy and galvanised,
Or maybe plastic, tinny and thin.
So before you buy, you need to know,
Just what you’ll be putting in.
Some you may find filled with sand,
If flames you have to quell.
Others can get a bit tied up,
Dangling down a well.

The biggest ones I’ve ever seen,
Which are there for all to see.
Are fixed in place, large as life,
On diggers and JCBs.
But my task is by no means over,
Although I think I’ve got the gist.
Yet I still don’t get why people say,
I should make a bucket list.

GRIDSHELL TOUR
The Weald & Downland Living
Museum has now restarted daily tours
of the Gridshell building, Tuesday to
Friday at 2pm. No need to pre-book,
just meet at the Gridshell steps at 2pm.
The tour includes a visit to their
artefacts store.

STAMPS UP!
Royal Mail has increased the cost
of a 1st class stamp from 85p to
95p from 4th April. Second class
goes from 66p to 68p.
They blame people for not sending
letters any more and using email!
[What do they expect?!] They reckon
there’s been a 60% drop since 2005
and a further 20% because of Covid.

VIOLENCE IS
PREVENTABLE, NOT
INEVITABLE
Last month, I attended Sussex’s
Violence Reduction Partnership (VRP)
conference in Brighton.
The VRP brings together the police,
local authorities, criminal justice
partners, the NHS, public health and
community organisations to tackle the
root causes of serious violence in
Sussex. It’s all about protecting
children and young people and making
our communities safer.
Throughout the day we heard from a
range of practitioners and experts who
explained what types of crime affect
young people and how to make lasting
changes that will improve their futures.
We also heard from people who have
had lived experiences including the
parents who attend the Collaboration
Against Child Exploitation group
(CACE). They described the support
they’re receiving and how the group
provides a chance to speak with others
who have had a child exposed to
criminal or sexual exploitation and
County Lines.
REPRESENT, who are a team of artistmentors and young men referred
through Probation, spoke about how
they channel their creative outlets
through music. A member of the group
mentioned that without services like
these they'd have nowhere to turn.
Early results from the work of the VRP
are that there has been a 24%
reduction in knife crime in Sussex,
compared to a 10% national average in
the last year.
Katy Bourne, Sussex Police &
Crime Commissioner

Dismantling & Felling
Crown Thinning & Reducing
Removal of Deadwood
Pruning

Morning & Afternoon sessions
available Monday to Friday
Call 01243 811423
www.westdeanpreschool.co.uk

Clock conservation
restoration & repair

Jon Butt Bsc (Hons) T. 023 92 631836
E. hello@jonbuttclocks.co.uk
www.jonbuttclocks.co.uk

Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748

M N ELECTRICAL
Electrical Installation and
Design

Hedge Cutting

Inspection and Testing

Stump Grinding

From a new socket to a
complete rewire

Full public liability - Certified Arborist
Free Estimates and Advice
brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com

07763 844422
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NICEIC Approved Contractor

Call 01243 573790
Clive 07932 623763

CHICHESTER
CONSERVATION
VOLUNTEERS TASKS for
APRIL
AMBERLEY: SUNDAY 17th:
Conservation – Nature Trail
Management at the Amberley Museum
with the Chichester Conservation
Volunteers from 10am: 01234 825091 or
07539 090509

RSPB EVENTS for APRIL
Zoom Meeting: Thursday 14th: Keith
Offord, Wildlife Photographer – ‘Sky
Dancers – The Hen Harrier’ at 7pm
(Zoom talks are free to all RSPB
Chichester Local Group members and £4
each to non-members. Places are
limited, so please book your place in
advance by contacting Rob Yarham:
chichesterbirds@gmail.com, 07545
376074)
CHICHESTER: Thursday 28th:
Illustrated Talk by Conor Jameson,
Feature Writer, Author and
Conservationist on ‘The Goshawk’, to the
Chichester Local RSPB Group at The
Pallant Suite, Masonic Hall, South
Pallant, Chichester, PO19 1SY at 7.30pm:
Entrance members £2.50/visitors £5:
07545 376074: wheelchair access
(The group also arrange bird watching
walks throughout the year. For further
information please visit their website
rspb.org.uk/groups/Chichester)

Maria Wildman
01243 262833
thewildthings2@outlook.com
Don’t forget that we accept
Advertorial from our valued
advertisers, so do email in up to 250
words and a small image and we’ll
fit it in as and when we have space.
Let’s work together!
editor@valleydiary.org

Michelle Hendrie joins my buying agency team
to meet strong demand for local country houses
Former estate agent, Michelle Hendrie, has joined my
buying agency, Property Acquisitions, to help meet
phenomenal demand from local country house buyers
seeking village homes in the Boxgrove, Chilgrove,
Singleton, Lavant and East/West Dean area.
Living in East Dean, Michelle joins from Jackson-Stops
Midhurst, where she has spent the last fifteen years selling
prime country houses in and around the South Downs National Park. Combined
with a passion for matching buyers to specific properties, Michelle brings a lot of
off-market knowledge and expertise to Property Acquisitions and the residents of
The Valley - especially at a time when many locals are struggling to find their next
home nearby due to immense competition from other purchasers.
Aware of where the off-market houses are for sale long before the general public
find out, Michelle is already very busy
working with buyers keen to stamp
East Dean
their ground in West Sussex’ golden
villages, with her clientele ranging
www.eastdeanhall.co.uk
from downsizers and upsizers to
families and weekenders. In her spare
Ideal for celebrations, fitness classes, meetings, parties and
wedding receptions. Can accommodate 80 standing/60
time, Michelle can be found enjoying
seated. Fully equipped professional kitchen, outside grass
local walks, dining at the Star & Garter
area with stunning views, car park for up to15 cars.
Disabled access.
or The Partridge, gardening, enjoying
plays at Chichester Festival Theatre
and going to Goodwood horseracing.
It is a very exciting time for Michelle to
be joining the business, and already
she has proved invaluable in helping
me cater to demand. I have always
admired her passion and professional
expertise for many years, and I am
confident she will be a huge success at
Property Acquisitions.
Michelle said: “Buyer demand
continues to outweigh properties for
sale tremendously across West Sussex,
A lovely, amusing and colourful book,
and purchasers have quickly realised
that featured in its own series on
that buying agents are the key to
Angel Radio, by your resident poet
finding the good country houses that
Francis Emery.
nobody else knows about, removing the
competition for them hugely. I couldn’t Signed copies
available from the
be joining Jennie at a more exciting
time and look forward to working with Weald and
Downland
local homeowners in their quest for
museum shop, and
their next country home.”
from the Shepherd
Jennie Hancock
Hut Shop at East
www.propertyacquisitions.co.uk Dean.

VILLAGE HALL

DOWN ON RED
BUCKET FARM

SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS
## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##

FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West
Sussex, PO20 1QD

01243 531298
www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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Chichester Canal celebrates 200 years with
Community Anniversary Celebration
The Chichester Ship Canal Trust, the self-funded, volunteer-led charity
behind the canal, is celebrating their 200th birthday in style. The Trust
is hosting an Anniversary Celebration on Saturday 9th April. The event
kicks off at 11am with a welcoming gun salute and a short address from
invited guests including the High Sheriff of West Sussex, Neil Hart.
There will be something for everyone on the day, with a lot to look forward to. There
will be a Parade and Talk from Fort Cumberland Guard, re-enactment & Display
Enthusiasts specialising in Royal Marines Living History. The Portsmouth Model
Boat Display Team will showcase their variety of radio-controlled boats both on the
water and up close at their stall. The Duck Pond Sailors, South Downs Folk Group
and Ukes of Wallington will perform live music and shanty songs throughout the
day. There will be a paddleboarding time trial race. Martlet Sword and Morris will
entertain the crowds on shore with this traditional English dance. Throughout the
day, there will be delicious food options in the waterside cafe as well as a burger van
and pizza van on site with vegan and vegetarian options available. There will be a
children's activity area, stalls and Victorian Strollers.
The event will culminate at 3pm with the flotilla. This will comprise all the trip
boats and tugs as well as paddleboarders, kayakers and canoeists in a parade from
Hunston to the Canal Basin, where they will be received by the Mayor and Mayoress
of Chichester.

LAVANT
MEMORIAL HALL
ACTIVITIES
FRIENDLY CLUB
Wednesday 6th April
Gainsborough Singers

Walking and Wellbeing – Join 4Sight
Vision Support’s Fundraising Events

COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB

4Sight Vision Support is delighted to announce
three ‘Wellbeing Walks’ scheduled over the next 12
months. The charity, which provides support and
specialist information to blind and sight impaired
residents throughout West Sussex, is inviting
everyone to sign up for these fun fundraising Walks
held in some delightful locations around the county.
The first of the three walks is a five mile rural trail
on the beautiful Angmering Park Estate, which is not usually open to the public,
on 9th July this year. The second Walk will be routed along Bognor Regis seafront
on 1st October, and the final event will visit the historic Horsham Town Centre in
March 2023 (date TBC).
Entry for each event costs £10 for adults and £5 for children aged over 3. The fee
includes refreshments, a bespoke wooden medal and wellbeing activities along the
route. The entrance fee covers the costs of putting on the event, so in addition
participants are encouraged to pledge an additional £50 in sponsorship.
For more information and to register, visit: www.4sight.org.uk/
wellbeing-walk call 01243 838001 or email fundraising@4sight.org.uk
Photo: Alyssa from Bognor Regis and her mum Rachel who completed the Walk in 2021.

Friday 8th April
Concert - Mickey Page
(Cowboy Singer)
Saturday 23rd April
Dance - Pete Brazil
Country/Irish

SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB
Every Thursday
7pm to 9.30pm
Sunday 2pm to 5pm
Shoes and Bowls provided.
For more on any of these events,
do call for a chat…

Tony Bleach

01243 527439
tonybleach@talktalk.net
Careful & competent

WINDOW
CLEANING
STEPHEN PINE

Please ask for a quotation
stephennpine@gmail.com

07939 254998

01243 786816
07887 752056
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It’s a Colourful Life.
A Poem by Francis
Sweet little Violet White,
Was awake half the night,
Planning a new colour scheme.
Her picky friend Sandy Brown,
Was coming into town,
So her house must be squeaky clean.
But she gave herself the Blues,
Finding it difficult to choose,
Something that would be trendy.
Then after a long hard think,
She was really in the Pink,
And Sandy will be Green with envy.
In the shop she got Black looks,
Hogging the colour chart books,
Looking for ideas quite mellow.
To create the perfect scene,
She couldn’t pick Tangerine,
And certainly not Canary Yellow.
But her mood became quite Grey,
Her ideas went astray,
So went and had a cup of Lemon tea.
Then to her great surprise,
Right before her Hazel eyes,
Ms Brown walked into her Orangery.
Now it was far too late,
No time to decorate,
No need, as you have deduced.
Pale with worrying all week,
Now there’s colour in her cheeks,
In fact they had turned quite Puce.
But her so called friend was critical,
Making Violet less hospitable,
And told her it was time to go.
Well she left in such a huff,
Then missed the big Red bus,
Served her right the cheeky so-and-so.
Vi emailed husband Dean,
A Colour Sargent in the marines,
And he came up with a neat trick.
Giving Sandy not a clue,
They upped sticks and moved,
Selling the house via Purple Bricks.
Never again would Vi and Dean,
Have to think colour schemes,
Sticking as they did to their plan.
He retired from the military mob,
Big fat pension, no need for a job,
Loving life together towing a caravan!

THE BIGGEST THREE
FRIDAY NIGHTS OF ALL
TIME; GREG JAMES,
ANNIE MAC AND CARL
COX SET TO HEADLINE
JUNE DATES
Goodwood Racecourse’s electric
Three Friday Nights is back and
bigger than ever, with a line-up of
leading names set to take to the
stage throughout June 2022 for a
tenth-year celebration.
The series which is due to sell-out
begins on the 3rd June with awardwinning Radio 1 Breakfast Show DJ,
Greg James spinning the decks for an
evening of party anthems.
Iconic music producer and former
Radio 1 DJ Annie Mac follows on 10
June, before Ibiza King, house and
techno veteran, Carl Cox takes to the
stage for the ultimate crescendo on the
17th June.
Three Friday Nights at Goodwood is
known for being one of the most
exciting events to take place on the
South Coast, with DJ sets following an
evening of horseracing in front of a sell
-out crowds.
After the last race has been run and the
sun sets, the parade ring transforms
into a laser-lit dancefloor, and the
atmosphere is ignited for three
unforgettable nights.
Adult tickets start from £40, with
Juniors (13-17) starting from
£30. All tickets are expected to
sell-out and can be purchased at
Goodwood.com or by calling
01243 755055.

20

THIS SPACE
COULD
BE YOURS!
ONLY £175 PER YEAR. YES, PER
YEAR - NOT MONTH!

BARGAIN!
CONTACT DAVID
davidmather0@gmail.com
01243 774385 - 07973 820877

90th Birthday
in East Dean

CLAY IN THE VALLEY

Deborah Harwood has
been an artist for twenty
A very Happy Birthday to
years, working and
East Dean resident, Pearl
teaching primarily with
O’Leary who celebrated
textiles. Her beautiful 18th
her 90th birthday recently!
century studio is based in
Charlton Barns. At the
Pearl moved to the village in
beginning of 2020 Deborah
1955 with her husband Bill and
became interested in porcelain
started work at Charlton
and wanted to include it in her
sawmill with Peggy Austin and
work with silk organza. Unable
Eddie Richardson until her first son, John was born.
to take a formal course because of the pandemic she taught
herself to throw, sitting at the wheel all day every day through
Pearl has always had a great interest in local archaeology
and has made some great finds, some of which have been in lockdown until she could do it. Deborah quite simply fell in
love with clay. Her work is now exclusively in porcelain and
her own garden, as her house is one of the oldest in the
she is particularly drawn to the purity of form and
village. When husband Bill died, Pearl worked for several
line. Deborah says “I strive for my work to be delicate and
years doing traffic surveys and then latterly, was a very
elegant and to show the porcelain at its most beautiful,
popular member of the gardening volunteer team at The
occasionally using line or colour to emphasise a thought or
Weald and Downland Living Museum.
reflection of what is around
Pearl still loves her garden but failing eyesight means she
me”. Deborah will be exhibiting
leaves most of it to the family now. Her youngest son is well her work for the first time at
known in the valley as Dan Dan the Veggie Man, and all
Gallery 57, Tarrant Street,
the family visit constantly! Pearl was a stalwart of the
Arundel from 2nd April to 25th
village chapel but now with her failing sight, can no longer
June. You will also be able to
attend. With a grandson’s wedding coming up shortly,
visit her at her studio and see a
Pearl has got a lot to look forward to!
demonstration on Chichester
Open Art Trail over the first two
weekends of May.

Congratulations to you Pearl!
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THE FOX GOES FREE

APRIL

Tuesday lunch & dinner our tasty fish & chip
deal will be available, include a vegan option
too!
Don’t forget to reserve a table
Goodwood Members Meeting 9 - 10th
Easter Good Friday 15th - Bank Holiday
Monday 18th

Friday Night Wine & Meat Raffle in aid
of The Ukraine

01243 811461

enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com
www.thefoxgoesfree.com
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Tuesday 12th April
Tuesday 10th May
Tuesday 14th June
...from 7pm at The Star & Garter
at East Dean

All welcome!
Why not tune into
our fun podcast
every fortnight?
Aidan Bell and I
usually have a
scream nattering
for an hour about
whatever works in our lives and the
lives of our listeners!
Grab all the details and links
from my website at
tedsalmon.com

This month’s article
is about a wildflower
with which we are all
very familiar – it is
the Lesser Celandine,
(Ficaria verna),
which is regarded as
one of the first
heralds of Spring.
It is usually found on
hedge banks, verges,
grassland, and bare
ground. It is not very
common on Levin, but grows in profusion on the hedge banks in North Lane
immediately east of Levin Down. I found this one example on the lower path on
the eastern side of the reserve and it looks a little past it’s best. Flowering period
is from February or March, dependant upon temperature, until May.
Earlier wildflower books refer to it as Ranunculus ficaria, but I have used here
the name given in more modern books. Children used to hold a flower of it
under another’s chin to see if it reflected yellow onto the skin – if it did, then the
other child was fond of butter. I can remember doing this with buttercups in
summertime. Another common name for the celandine was Pilewort. A “wort”
usually referred to a plant that was used to treat a medical complaint in former
times, if the plant, or part of it, looked like a particular condition or a part of the
body (the doctrine of signatures). In this case, the many bundles of tubers
produced by the roots of celandine were thought to resemble haemorrhoids;
thus the plant was considered to be a treatment for this condition. Bill Young
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