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EAST DEAN GUY
COMPETITION
A bit late maybe but we thought you’d still like to see some of
the fabulous Guys which the people of East Dean created for
Guy Fawkes Night in November.
Rosettes and prizes were awarded to all entrants!
We are hoping to make this an annual event even in non-Covid times ahead! To have a proper
Guy Fawkes burning ‘ceremony’ in 2021 will be
the icing on the cake! You can see many more via
The Valley Diary website’s News Page at
www.thevalleydiary.org/news
Sara Hutton-Potts, Karen Barrett

CHRISTMAS CHEER ON POND GREEN
A beautiful Christmas Tree was put up on Pond Green, East
Dean to bring some Christmas Cheer to the village. The
Christmas tree was donated by Treemedics owner Josh Collins
and a group of people from the village helped erect and
decorate the tree.
The festive feel has continued through out the village with many householders adding light displays to their gardens which
has brightened up the village after what has been a very difficult year. We will look forward to the coming year and hope
that life will return to near normal and before we know it next Christmas will be here and maybe another tree on Pond
Green. A big thank you to everyone who has contributed to the Christmas Cheer. Photo: Louise Adams
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NEWS FROM WEST DEAN CE
PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEW YEAR DETOX FOR A NEW YOU!
ESSENTIAL CLEANSING FOR IMPROVED
HEALTH

At West Dean School we believe that being up to date
with technology is vital and we have invested in three
new interactive TVs which enable the teachers to use
a wide range of exciting learning resources. This is
helping us to be ready for home learning as well as
quality learning in school.

Through Colonic Hydrotherapy, Making the right food choices and

We also believe that keeping special traditions alive is an
important part of our role and that we are making important
memories for our community. We are delighted that we have
been able to do this, especially over the run up to Christmas,
despite not being able to have any visitors in school or any
trips out either.
During December, we had a whole school visit to West Dean
Gardens Arboretum where we studied the trees and enjoyed
being out in nature. Our topic this term has been ‘If trees
could talk’ and we have, in school, a slice of Lebanese Cedar
which we are going to make into a timeline of West Dean
history. Mr Odin talked to us about the trees and the work on
the estate too. It was a cold day but dry and bright and we
enjoyed a break with hot chocolate and home made
shortbread in the woods.

DETOXIFICATION PROTOCOLS

Tailored to your needs, in the very capable hands of a State
Registered Nurse, situated in the valley.
Do you have? Fatigue, Brain Fog, Bloating/gas, Weight gain,
Constipation, Heartburn
Do you want? More energy, A clear mind, Ideal Weight, To
live a cleaner, healthier life
Statistics show that a third of the population claim to have problems
with their digestive system. Doctors are diagnosing more people each
year with Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS) and colitis, and bowel cancer
is the second biggest cancer killer in the UK. Even on a less serious
level, various aspects of today’s hectic lifestyle can upset the health of
our gut. Common culprits include inactivity, antibiotics, stress, too
much alcohol, poor diet, smoking, dehydration, overseas travel and
lack of sleep. Meanwhile, the natural ageing process, illnesses,
infections or food poisoning, can also play havoc with our digestive
system. And when our digestive system is unhappy, it generally lets us
know by providing us with unpleasant symptoms.

Yet despite all this, many people are unaware about how
important it is to keep the digestive system healthy – or what
they should do to take care of it.

We were also, lucky enough to be invited to West Dean
College again this year. We welcomed him from afar, outside,
and sang some of our favourite Christmas songs for everyone:
Father Christmas arrived with lots of good cheer and a big
sack of presents for the children!

That’s where I can come to the rescue!
You CAN Regain the Vitality of Your Youth!
Call Dawn to book an appointment and restart your
life on 07876 796034

Our Christingle Service was
different this year too; we
‘Zoomed’ live to the parents
watching at home. The children
made their ‘christingles’ in their
class bubbles and our service was
held, spaced, out, on the
playground. The weather was
kind and we lit our candles while
we sang the Christingle Carol. We
were delighted that so many
parents and friends of the school
joined us from their homes.
The children have also enjoyed a
Christmas party, a video
pantomime and lots of Christmas
activities in their bubbles.
We hope that everyone had a
peaceful and healthy Christmas
and wish all the readers of The
Valley Diary a Happy New Year!
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Why is it Always about
Yew?
A Poem by Francis
Take care if you’re approaching,
Our cottage down the lane.
For we have a mighty Yew tree,
Which shouldn’t cause you pain,
As long as you read on below,
And from it you do learn.
If then you are afeared,
Please make a quick U-turn.
You see, the Yew is poisonous,
It can finish off You and Ewe.
Chewing the leaves can be fatal,
And other bits could be too.
If you eat the bright red berry,
The flesh should be ok,
But biting on the stone inside,
Could send you on your way.
Now I can’t imagine anyone,
Chewing on the bark.
But don’t be tempted will you,
As all will turn quite dark.
That’s all the nasty bits covered,
But it still can bring you sorrow.
For some make longbows from it,
So do please dodge the arrow.
There is one final warning,
About the Mighty Yew.
Although it’s a rare occurrence,
This could spell the end for you.
Do not stand underneath it,
In tornado, lightning or thunder.
It could knock your bloomin’ block off,
And send you six feet under.
But she is 300 years of age,
On my heart strings she does tug.
So don’t be scared, move in close,
Then give her a mighty great hug.

Look to the future now – it’s only just begun.
100 years ago the Roaring 20s were just about to start. People didn’t
know that at the time of course, just as at New Year 1961 everyone
wasn’t saying “Wow, I can’t wait to get swinging, this is going to be
really far out and groovy man!” That was all in the future, then.
Predicting the future, in the sense of saying who’s going to win the Grand
National, is impossible. But guessing the overall mood to come is fairly
straightforward – whatever happens next is a reaction to what’s happened just
before. So the Roaring 20s – jazz, flappers, short skirts (only just below the knee!)
and Bright Young Things drinking cocktails in speakeasies – was all a reaction to
the horror of the trenches and the Spanish Flu pandemic that came at the end of
the Great War.
On that basis I reckon the rest of this decade (or at least the next two years) is
going to be the deliberate opposite of the grey, stifling, everything-shut-and-keepyour-distance tedium of the last 10 months. As the vaccine rolls out, and people
who are young enough to actually go to pubs and restaurants start to get it, the
initial feeling will be a sort of nervous novelty, a bit like driving a car when you
haven't done so for a while – “Can I still remember how to do this? Wow! Speed!
50 miles an hour and no-one telling me I mustn’t!” Then pretty soon parties,
festivals, dramas and parades, everything we ever took for granted before Covid
will be back and turned up to 11!
I’m writing this a week before Christmas, at a time when a lot of scientists and
politicians are saying it should be pretty much cancelled. By the time you read it
Friday December 25th will have come and gone, and whatever happened it will
have been a straightened truncated affair. June 25th is a Friday. Let’s make that
the starting point for Victory over the Virus Weekend – VVW.
We’ll start with our own villages, but even as we plan hog roasts and flower shows
and concerts and fetes, let’s make sure everyone else knows what we’re up to. Just
for once we want them to copy us, until the whole country has something like a
cross between VE Day and Glastonbury. It could get a bit messy I suppose – but
God knows, we deserve it! Tim Weeks.
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Film Review...

My Zoe
This was an unexpected delight and
film of two halves. The first being a
powerful drama about a couple who
have separated but still share the care
of their little girl.
The girl gets sick and ends up in hospital
where the couple spend time together doing
what they can to help her recover.
Sounds a bit dull so far, eh - but actually it's
terrifically well produced and acted by the
leads. Starring and directed by Julie Delpy
(Three Colours: White, Europa Europa,
Killing Zoe) as the woman and supported by
Richard Armitage (The Hobbit). The pair of
them have to deal with their dislike of the
situation and each other but realising that
they have to be there for their daughter.
The whole range of emotions which you
might expect for a pair in this situation are
on display and they both play their part in
making it convincing. One minute hurling
insults at each other, the next
demonstrating warmth, then togetherness
but ultimate distance and rejection. The film
is not so much about him in the end as her
and focuses in the second half on the depth
of a mother's love and connection with her
child and what lengths she'll go to in order
to not lose her girl.
It could easily have been a soppy film for the
emotional, but it really isn't. The film is set
slightly in the future and it turns out that
the woman is a doctor with a scientific
mind, working in a lab.
The second half of the film moves somewhat
into what science might be able to do in the
very near future as she finds ways to keep
her daughter close to her which traditional
medicine is struggling to do. I'll say no more
there as I wouldn't like to spoil things if you
watch it, but for me, the strength of the film
is certainly in that first half as the couple
deal with their emotions in the hospital. It
could easily have ended there providing a
complete film in itself.
The film is excellently shot as well, making
good use of silence rather than music to add
tension and the severe editing seems to add
a style which, if left alone, could have
probably made the film twice as long.
Recommended very much. Rent/buy on
various streaming services. TS.

THREE WAYS THIS WINTER
Vulnerable and older people living with
dementia face real challenges this
winter as the coronavirus pandemic
continues. Local charity Dementia
Support is now offering its services by
phone, online and, when possible, face
to face at its dementia hub, Sage House
in Tangmere.
One local customer says the different
ways of accessing services have made a
real difference to herself and her
husband. “Dementia is hard at the best
of times, but this year has been a real
struggle. Sage House has been a real
lifeline. Getting online took a while but
now I know how to do it, we join in the
activities.”
Since the start of the pandemic,
Dementia Support has been working
with customers to develop alternative
ways of supporting people, and now
ready for winter, they are offering
dementia services three ways:
By phone – speak to a Wayfinder for
free emotional and practical support
tailored to your unique circumstances
Online – access a range of free
activities, video calls with a Wayfinder,
and Chatter Tables
Face-to-face – services at Sage House
include quiet hairdressing, activities
and respite care.

- Gas and Oil Fired Appliances
Installed, Serviced and Maintained
- Landlord’s Gas Safety Checks
- System Upgrades
- Power Flushing
- General Plumbing
Call Now For A Free Quote

07562 743483

ANGUS STUDD
COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES LTD

PROFESSIONAL
MOLE CATCHING
“NO MOLE, NO FEE”
CLUSTER FLIES
HORNETS
WASPS
Telephone: 01798 860983
Mobile: 07828 134086
www.ascountrysideservices.co.uk

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:

•

Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.

01243 888691

•

Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)

info@dementia-support.org.uk

•

Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication

•

Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist

•

Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday
9.30am - 5.30pm
(Lunch 1pm-2pm)

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk
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ACF REBOOT!
Young people across Sussex who
have come to the attention of the
police will be given the
opportunity to join the Army
Cadet Force (ACF) as part of our
unique early intervention
programme, REBOOT.
A total of 1,099 young people were
accepted onto this five-stage
programme last year following their
involvement in, for example, antisocial behaviour, drug use and being
permanently excluded from school.
They were given interventions by local
police officers at their home at stage
one and, if their behaviour escalated,
they were assigned a youth coach and
taken through the other four stages of
the programme as necessary.
It is at stage one where joining the
cadets will be offered and encouraged
through REBOOT. The young people
will be taught leadership skills,
discipline and the ability to command
tasks and make decisions under
pressure, whilst working towards
achieving an Army Proficiency
Certificate.
They will all be issued with a uniform
and will learn basic military training
including drills, fieldcraft, skill at arms,
first aid and adventurous training such
as mountain biking and abseiling.
They can also gain valuable
qualifications such as the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award, BTEC First
Diploma in Public Services or the ILM
Certificate in Team Leading.
The Sussex Army Force Cadet’s motto
is ‘To Inspire, To Achieve’ and I think
that this is a fitting description for how
they interact and encourage the young
people they work with.

SUMMER SCHOOLS TO
ESCAPE THE EVERYDAY
AND CONNECT WITH
CREATIVITY
West Dean College has just launched
their Summer School 2021 programme.

MAKING
POSITIVE PLANS
WITH ST
WILFRID’S
St Wilfrid’s Hospice got its start with
just 12 people with a dream and a drive
to make a difference to lives in West
Sussex. Now 33 years later St Wilfrid’s
Hospice supports hundreds of families
each year, bringing compassionate end
of life care to those who need it most.
Whether we are in lockdown, socially
isolating or simply in a bubble, we can
all get actively involved and play our
part in supporting vital end of life care.
Get Active, Live Well and Shop
Sustainably
St Wilfrid's has a range of exciting
physical or cerebral challenges for you
to choose from at stwh.co.uk/getactive.
London Marathon - 3rd October
Take on the iconic London Marathon
and become a local hero for St Wilfrid’s
Hospice. Our exclusive charity places
close at the end of January for
applicants, with training days,
fundraising support and a technical
shirt yours to wear with pride. We have
running events suitable for beginners
to experts at stwh.co.uk/getactive.

The perfect opportunity to immerse
yourself in creativity and learn a new
skill. Running between Friday, July 30,
2021 and Thursday, August, 19, 2021,
there are 27 courses to choose from
including new courses such as Mythical
figurative painting with George Popesco
and Quietly composed – imagery in cloth
and thread with Amanda Clayton. More
details can be found
at www.westdean.ac.uk.
Exploring sculptural themes, Painting,
Digital photography, Watercolour, Stone
carving, Stained glass, Mixed media art
textiles, Contemporary painting and
much more!
Alongside each course, students can also
sign-up for early evening drawing
sessions in the gardens, hear short
inspirational tutor talks, and benefit
from sharing ideas and knowledge with
both tutors and other students. Extra
activities will be announced nearer the
time to allow for social distancing.

DYSON KING
ARCHITECTURAL
IRONMONGERS

25 Years Supplying Fittings
for Doors, Windows, Gates,
Locks & Safes.
Service to Architects, Builders
& The General Public

Katy Bourne
Sussex Police & Crime
Commissioner.

01243 776739
www.dysonking.com

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance
All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
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HAVE YOUR SAY ON
POLICING IN SUSSEX

RSPB Events for January
& February 2021

Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC) Katy
Bourne wants you to have your say on
policing priorities to ensure your concerns are
reflected in her revised Police and Crime Plan.
Mrs Bourne has launched two surveys that will supplement
her #TalkSussex programme of virtual public consultations and meetings so that
even more residents can have their say in the setting of next year’s policing
budget. PCC Bourne has been working closely with Sussex Police to plan for a
range of potential post-Covid funding scenarios and how they might impact on
existing plans.
The pandemic has meant hardship and heartache for many people and put public
services under increased pressure, including our police. Mrs Bourne wants to hear
what is important to residents to help inform her Police and Crime Plan and
spending plans for the next four years. Have your say today by completing the
short survey.
All data will be collated on 10th January and will also be used to inform PCC
Bourne’s Police & Crime Plan for 2021/22.
www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/have-your-say

CHECK WITH ORGANISERS!
There’s a lead-time between copy being set and The Valley Diary being
printed. This means that in a changing world situation, anything could
happened in the interim. When told, we publish any latest information at
thevalleydiary.org/news
Please contact event organisers and service providers before traveling
to anything posted here and read the ‘small-print’ on Page 12.

8

The Chichester Group of the RSBP is
running a new programme of Zoom talks
throughout January and February. They
include a wide range of entertaining
speakers on fascinating subjects relating
to birds and wildlife, near home and
abroad. All meetings start at 7pm.
7th January 2021: Damon Bridge and the
Great Crane Project
21st January 2021: Isle of White Whitetailed Eagle Project by Steve Egerton
Smith
4th February: Lesser Spotted
Woodpeckers by Ken Smith
11th February: Rewilding and Birds at
the Knepp Estate by Penny Green
25th February: The Falklands and
Antartica – part 1 by Kerry Jackson
The talks are free to all RSPB Chichester
Local Group members and £4 each to
non-members. Places are limited, so
please book your place in advance by
contacting Rob Yarham at
chichesterbirds@gmail.co.uk or 07545
376074.
Maria Wildman
01243 262833
wildthings2@waitrose.com

SPRING
PREPARATION

Puddle Sucker!
As we suffer more and more adverse
weather conditions in the UK is it time
for householders in areas vulnerable to
floods to consider investing in pumps
for emergency use? Or perhaps
communities should group together to
invest in shared pumps that can be
loaned to households susceptible to
water ingress.
Vulnerable houses are warned by the
Environment Agency of the need to
take action – generally a few hours
prior to a weather front coming in. At
this point pumps could be distributed
to the houses most likely to flood in an
attempt to stop the worst of the water
in its tracks.
The new Sanipuddle from Saniflo is a
submersible puddle pump for
rainwater that features a flat base and
can suck away excess water to just
1mm. Pumping water away at up to
5.5m³/hour along the flat, the portable
unit can pump up to 7m too if
necessary. It can be placed straight into
the water to keep levels low which
helps to reduce any damage caused by
flood water.
Control seepage, rainfall and rising
groundwater without
the need for a chamber
or sump digging.

Saniflo
0208 842 0033
www.saniflo.co.uk
(TVD has not tested this
product. See info. On P.12)

We have come through
an incredibly challenging year for the
charity but with 2021 marking our 50th
anniversary we are determined to make
it a positive year to remember. The
impact of Coronavirus remains everpresent in all of our lives but despite
the difficulties our wildlife hospital face
there are plenty of reasons to smile too.
Releasing recovered wildlife is always
an incredible achievement but recently
it has been a particular high point for
us and a true testament to the amazing
team. We will soon be preparing for the
release of hundreds of our overwintered hedgehog casualties. Once
healthy and up to weight these
hedgehogs will gradually be released
into suitable local habitats and
increasing the local populations.
The freed-up space will be needed to
house the impending seasonal influx of
hundreds of injured or orphaned birds
and mammals but in particular young
ducklings.
It’s a busy time of year for the hospital
as they make the transition from caring
mainly for hedgehogs to hundreds of
baby birds and mammals. This means
an increase in staff hours, a deep clean
of the hospital, different patient foods
and medicines, as well as a change in
patient care routines. Ducklings need
to be kept warm and secure. Without
their mothers to brood them they are
kept in incubators and creches which
have heated plates to sleep and hide
under. When big enough they move
outside to grow and develop their
natural behaviour.
If you think you have a wild animal
that requires assistance, please give us
a call for advice on 01243 641672.
www.brentlodge.org

BERRY STONEWORK
SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE BRICKWORK

RESTORATION CONSERVATION
RENOVATION

DUNCAN BERRY
duncanpberry@gmail.com
PHONE

07557 515314
01243 539279

TRADITIONAL
TIMBER
WINDOWS
Bespoke, hand
crafted windows
made here in the
Valley

07973 399487 - 01243 811319
valleytraditionalwindows@gmail.com

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey
BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK

SINGLETON
VILLAGE HALL
Our attractive Village
Hall is for hire

Skittle Alley for
Hire
Well equipped kitchen
Reasonable rates
All you need for your event

www.singletonvillagehall.com
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ALISTAIR SINGLETON

FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mountford
is the Warden in East Dean. Like to
report a blocked path or broken style?
Please give her a call on 811358

SAGE PATIOS & DRIVEWAYS
glenn_hale@hotmail.co.uk. 07964
724709 for free estimate

HOME FOOT CARE Foot, leg washing
and nail clipping service in your own
home. Includes moisturising massage.
Nail painting if required. Qualified and
insured. 01243 811442 evenings

PAINTER & DECORATOR
Semi-retired. Polite & Punctual.
Work guaranteed. Good rates.
Excellent and reliable. Arthur 07936
082626

CHIROPODIST and PODIATRIST
Highly recommended. Conveniently in
Midhurst. JOHN DOBLE Bsc Hons BA
Hons MChS Tel. 01730 812312

Yoga: Dynamic, Ashtanga based
Vinyasa flow with deep conscious
breath work, meditation &
music. Every Tuesday 12 1.30pm East Dean Village Hall.
Contact Cara for details: 07787
512283

FRENCH PROPERTY LINKS View
over 13,000 properties for sale in all
regions FrenchPropertyLinks.com
FOR BUYING AND SELLING
PROPERTY IN FRANCE, 01243 539119,
dfs@frenchpropertylinks.com
DOG GROOMING at SMART DOGS
Bathed and professionally groomed,
Lesley 01243 811805, East Dean
CLEANING SERVICES/PET
SITTING/HOUSE SITTING
REQUIRED? Reliable, professional
service offered with references available
throughout the Valley. Contact
Sarah: karnsarah@yahoo.co.uk with
your requirements or 07919 287000
PILATES CLASS Suitable for all
abilities/fitness. 11.15am Weds. at East
Dean Village Hall. Jo - 07917 177404.
PAUL PASCALL Painter and
Decorator. Estimates and References
Available. 01252 328965 evenings.
07803 723530.
JOHN MORRIS
AUTOMOBILES Est. 1987. Purchaser
of all Cars, Classic Cars. British Motor
Cycles. 01252 715973/07831 305963.
Fern's RESTORATIVE YOGA and
MINDFULNESS MEDITATION.
Monday and Fridays 5.30 to 6.30pm
Singleton Village Hall.
Ring 01243 818058 to book a place.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
For a perfect finish – first time, every
time!
Fully referenced with satisfied customers
from Chichester to Midhurst and all
surrounding locations.
Contact me now for a free quotation

07739 420406
alistairsingleton@gmail.com

EAR CARE SPECIALIST
Summersdale Pharmacy 01243
380185
Zoom class for Soft Easy Yoga
10.30am Tuesday. The Zoom code
can be accessed by messaging
jacquirenwick@icloud.com. The class
is 45 minutes. £3. Jacqui Renwick.
KTM Yoga – Energising Vinyasa
flow classes with breathwork and
mindfulness. Check ktmyoga.com/
classes for current schedule.
Contact katie@ktmyoga.com / 07918
757758 or visit ktmyoga.com
Housekeeper/PA/Cleaner
Available a few hours per
week. Efficient, reliable,
honest. Based in Midhurst. £14 ph.
Tel 07597 584917.

ROGER GUNN

REGISTERED NURSE
AVAILABLE IN THE
VALLEY Can assist with
convalescence, palliative care, post
op care, or just day to day support
around the home and
companionship. Call 07876 796034

Sales & Service Specialist
Showroom & Workshop
Located at Binderton Nr Lavant
Main dealers for many makes
Fast reliable service
Advice & Discounted machines
Part exchange taken
Collection & delivery offered

Garden Machinery

See website

www.rogergunn.co.uk

STANDBY NANNY
standbynanny@gmail.com: Josie Smith:
07747 867652.

01243 786003

Units 1 & 2, Lavant, Chichester
PO18 0BW

01243 532630
www.a1autocarechichester.co.uk
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www.thevalleyparish.org

Service times and places
January 2021
(times and places correct at time of printing)
Sunday
3rd

10am

Parish Communion

East Dean

Sunday
10th

10am

Parish Communion

Singleton

Sunday
17th

10am

Sunday
24th

10am

Family Communion

West Dean

Sunday
31st

10am

Parish Communion

Singleton

Breaking
News!
We are excited to announce
that the new parish website is
now LIVE!

Check it out at

Parish Communion

West Dean

www.thevalleyparish.org
As with all in life it is a work in
progress, and there will be
tweaks here, and tweaks
there, but why not check it out
and let us know what you
think!

Face coverings and social distancing following Covid guidelines

Who’s who in the Valley Parish
Parish Priest
Rev Sarah Manouch
priestvalleyparish@gmail.com

Epiphany is celebrated on
January 6th, completing the 12
days of Christmas, and is
traditionally the day for taking
down the Christmas decorations.
In the Western Church, Epiphany
marks the visit of the Magi, or the
Wise Men, to Jesus and his Mother.

07468 854864
(principal working days are Friday, Saturday
and Sunday)

Church Wardens

In the Eastern church, Epiphany is
also the celebration of the Baptism
of Jesus and the revelation of the
Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit
The wise men, Gentiles, from
another culture and another land,
were among the first to recognise
Jesus’ kingship and to bow down
before him in worship.

Mrs Wendy Goacher - 01243 811641
Mr John Holt - 01243 811257

St Paul is seen as the Apostles to
the Gentiles, taking the message of
Jesus to the wider world, but
Epiphany shows us that the
message had begun to spread when
Jesus was still a babe in arms – that
the Good News, or Gospel, is for the
whole world.

PCC Secretary
Karen Searle Barrett
karensearlebarrett@icloud.com
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The Diary
Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the
coming months. Do please let us know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all.
Deadline for the…

February 2021 Edition
This is the information we have
to hand. Thank you to those
event organisers/venues who
have taken the time to update
us - please let us know so we
can pass the word - for others,
we suggest that you check with
them for a status report.

January 2021

Mon 4th New Term: West Dean
School, Singleton School
Mon 18th East Dean Parish Council
Meeting: East Dean Village Hall:
7.30pm
Wed 20th Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: 7pm:
Singleton Village Hall
Sat 23rd & Sun 24th Historic Life
Weekend: Traditional Woodland
Management: Weald and Downland
Museum

February 2021

Parish Council Meeting: 7pm:
Singleton Village Hall

April 2021

Fri 2nd - Sun 4th Easter at the
Museum: Weald & Downland
Museum
Sat 17th & Sun 18th Historic
Life Weekend: Baking: Weald
and Downland Museum
Mon 19th East Dean Parish
Council AGM: 7pm, Council
Meeting: 7.30pm: East Dean
Village Hall

Friday 22nd January
editor@valleydiary.org
Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything you
have to share with your community
should arrive as soon as possible.

The Team
Ted Salmon, Editor & Accounts
editor@valleydiary.org, 07423 117091

May 2021

Wed 20th Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Annual Meetings:
7pm: Singleton Village Hall

David Mather, Accounts &
Advertising
davidmather0@gmail.com, 01243 774385,
07973 820877

Chris Kelly, Distribution

June 2021

Fri 25th - Sun 27th V.V.
Weekend (See Tim Weeks!)

Mon 15th - Fri 19th Half Term
Activities: Weald & Downland
Museum
Sat 27th & Sun 28th Historic Life
Weekend: Favourite Objects: Weald
and Downland Museum

July 2021

March 2021

Wed 15th Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: 7pm:
Singleton Village Hall

Wed 17th Singleton & Charlton

All information for inclusion to
arrive by 12noon please on

Wed 21st Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: 7pm:
Singleton Village Hall

September 2021

Got something to
add? Please let us
know by
emailing...
editor@valleydiary.org
Lots more dates and events can be
found in the Diary Online at…

...thevalleydiary.org/diary
Head on over for as many of the
dates as we can scoop up!
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chriskelly7043@yahoo.co.uk, 01243 811833

The Distribution Team

East Dean: Tim Weeks, Wendy Heather
Charlton: Penny Buchan, Maggie Russell
Singleton: Penny Spence, Jane Penny, Rick
Kaminski, Elaine Kelly
West Dean: Jonalyn Mills, Sandra
Muggeridge, Micky Johns
Binderton: Barbara Boxall
Chilgrove: Pat Payton
Strettington: John Elliott
The legal bit: We (The Valley Diary Team) make
every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any
error in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by
the businesses or individuals appearing in its pages.
In short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

Useful Telephone
Numbers
CDC Councillor, Henry Potter
East Dean Football Club
East Dean Fete
East Dean PC Clerk
East Dean Village Hall
Goodwood Security
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
Lavant Road Pharmacy
Local Police
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean
Police (Local Officer)
Singleton Fete

07792 857973
07944 036709
01243 811608
07712 647511
01243 811358
07909 876823
01243 527264
01243 380185
101
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
01243 818037
Singleton & Charlton Parish Council Chairman 07968 192482
Singleton Parish Clerk
01243 811810
Singleton School
01243 811679
Singleton Tearooms
01243 811899
Singleton Village Hall
01243 811453
Valley Parish
01243 811213
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Office
01243 811363
Shop
01243 811020
West Dean College
01243 811301
West Dean Fete
01243 811247
West Dean Gardens
01243 818221
West Dean PC Clark
01243 266092
West Dean School
01243 811247
West Dean Stores
01243 818222

The Earl of March
Country Pub & Restaurant
MOULES, FRITES & MUSCADET
EVERY TUESDAY £12.50

SET MENU

2 COURSE £24.50 3 COURSE £27.50
Lunch 12-230pm & Dinner 530-7pm

BOOK NOW FOR
GOODWOOD FESTIVALS!
LOOK OUT FOR LOBSTERFEST!
Lavant Road, Lavant,
Nr Chichester PO18 0BQ
Tel: 01243 533993
www.theearlofmarch.com

Chips Ahoy!

Register of Local...

Ahoy sustainable fish &
chip van, will continue to
visit East Dean Tuesday
evenings in 2021.

Trundlers Charlton - ask another Helen 01243 811686

We bring you freshly cooked
fish and chips as well as
regular specials, mushy peas
and curry sauce. Gluten free
is always available.

The Old Granary East Lavant - ask Helen 01243 251301
Hunters Lodge, Lavant - or indeed another Helen!
01243 532415 - 07788 663712
B&B - Ring Sophie on 01243 811465
The Folly, Charlton on 01243 811307 - ask Joan or David
B & B Harper's Cottage, East Lavant. Ring Caroline 01243 278659
Flint Cottage, 47 Mid Lavant, Lavant Road, P018 0AA: Sue Kemble 01243
785883 / 07814903541
Run a little local B&B? Why not list here for free!

editor@valleydiary.org
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HARRY POTTER AND THE STATION AT WEST DEAN
Part 2
It wasn’t long before other similar hauliers purchased these from Potters, among
them Arthur Walls in East Dean and Greens Mill in Charlton. The mill at Cocking
had one as a yard crane to move timber to the saws. In 1955, the year Harry
took up the tenancy at the Station, the very first accident damaged RL model
Bedford came under the hammer at Ruddington which he just had to have! With
only 630 miles recorded but extensive visible damage, Harry bought it for
£650.00. Getting it back home to the Station, the damage was restricted to the
cab so, through Masons Garage in South Street, Chichester, a new cab was
ordered from the factory and fitted and the ‘new’ Bedford was on the road in less
than two weeks, out in the woods hauling logs and railway line elsewhere. What
a difference this made, a bigger, more powerful engine, faster and infinitely
more reliable, it transformed the business.
In the early 1960’s the tenancy of the Station was transferred to West Dean
Estate from British Rail. Under the terms of the compulsory purchase orders
when the branch line to Midhurst was built, the land would revert back to the
original landowners, principally Goodwood close to Lavant, West Dean in the
Valley and further on to the Cowdray Estate. All of the bridges still remain the
responsibility of British Rail, they are all numbered and regularly inspected for
safety reasons. As the years went by, West Dean Estate wanted a 4x4 truck for
farm and forestry work but they had no money, so Harry struck a deal with Mr.
Jeremy the agent of the day to exchange some trees for the truck. Not to miss a
trick, Harry arranged for a timber buyer from Ercol’s the furniture
manufacturers from High Wycombe to travel down and select the trees. He
brought with him a auger with which he withdrew samples from sycamore trees,
some beside the Station approach road and some around what was West Deans
small saw mill which was down by the Gardens entrance. He was looking for
‘rippled’ or ‘birds eye’ sycamore ideal for veneering and high in demand in the
United States. Five trees were selected, felled and carried to High Wycombe.
Thank you very much! This is a serialised slice of valley history by
Henry Potter. To be continued next month.

COLLEGE WINS SUSSEX HERITAGE TRUST AWARD
West Dean College have won the 2020 Public and Community Award as part of
the Sussex Heritage Trust Awards for the restoration of the College’s 126-year-old
roof. Taking almost two years to complete, the project repaired the numerous
leaks, rotten roof timbers and failed masonry of the 39 individual sections using
26,000 Welsh slate tiles to the highest standards, ensuring the building can
continue to provide world-class education for future generations. Costing £5.8
million, the work required a temporary roof with an independent scaffold design
to span the building without taking any load off the existing structure. It was one
of the largest, free-standing scaffolds in the UK at the time. The building was first
noted in the Domesday Book as West Dean manor and two windows remain from
the Jacobean manor house of 1603. The House you see today was mostly built
from 1804-30. Later additions by Edward James’ family, such as the enlarged
entrance portico, followed from 1892. To find out more visit www.westdean.ac.uk
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MOBILE
POST OFFICE
THE SELSEY ARMS at
WEST DEAN
MONDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm
THURSDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm

THE PARTRIDGE INN at
SINGLETON
MONDAYS 2.45pm to 3.45pm

Mobile Postmaster, Operating from
Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779

Christmas Balls - It’s All In The
Name.
A Poem by Francis
Walter Wall the carpet fitter,
Was down at the village hall.
Helping to smarten things up,
In time for the Christmas Ball.
Everyone will be there,
It is after all a tradition.
With the ballroom brightly lit,
By good old Alec Trishan.
You see, many thought it was off,
After terrible flooding last week.
But good old Ruth Tiler,
Got up there and fixed the leak.

The hall has now been done up,
It really does look great.
With fresh paint and wallpaper,
Supplied by Dec O’Rate.
His partner was not a good painter,
And Dec said they should split.
He does a better job on his own,
So no more Mister Bit.

1st... Wendy Goacher
West Dean
2nd...Peter and Pauline
Headey, East Dean
3rd... Raymond Boxall, Lavant
Christmas came early for these lucky
winners who shared a total prize
money of £110 in the December
draw. To avoid any risk of infection,
sadly we had to have another virtual
draw which Rev Sarah did at a very
well attended service in East Dean
Church on 6th December.
We have currently sold 215 tickets for
this initiative which does enable us to
continue to support the Fabric Funds
of our lovely Churches. As usual, if
anyone would like to support us,
please give me a call – Wendy
8110608.

Even the toilets look splendid,
New plumbing sparkling bright.
But where is the plumber from,
With a name like Arpya Pipe?

Danny

His boss will be down in Looe,
So will miss the Ball whilst away.
But his pleasant wife will be there,
The fragrant Mrs B. Day.

The Veg Man

The MC will be Mike Rafone,
And Rose Beeve will cook the roast.
Tom Bowler will do the raffle,
And the Baker brothers the toast.

07779 362502
dandanvegiman1@gmail.com

Fresh vegetables direct
to your door!

And a dear friend over from India,
The lovely barmaid Fay Musgrouse,
Will monitor the covid thing.
Will pour whatever you need.
He did it before in the Punjab,
But the bar will be closed at 10pm sharp,
Did Soshal Dystan Singh.
By the steward, Lars Dawders, a Swede.
Oops, I haven’t got my ticket yet,
More friends from abroad are invited,
I had better quickly nip out.
Like the Berlin barber Herr Kutz.
And just hope that the ticket seller,
With his partner Dan Kershern,
Is not that old misery, Sol Dowt!
Who always thanks us so much.

WEST DEAN TEA AND CHAT
Are you an older person living in
the valley who would enjoy meeting
with others in pleasant
surroundings?
Come and join us at West Dean Gardens
restaurant or The Selsey Arms on
alternate Mondays, fortnightly from
10.30am to 12.00noon. Come and find
out more and let us know the kind of
activities and opportunities that would
benefit you and your community. For
further information (ladies and
gentlemen of retirement age) please
contact Barbara Boxall on 01243 839785.

LOCAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

CARE
SUPPORT
WORKERS
Full Time & Bank
www.livingwithdignity.co.uk
Dignity in Singleton provides care and
support for adults with learning
disabilities and needs local people with
local knowledge to get alongside people
living here to access local opportunities.
Experience in care is clearly preferable,
but we do have a training programme for
staff, so not having a background in care
is no barrier.
We have early shifts, late shifts, waking
nights - we’d love to talk with you.
Please give Joy a call for an
informal chat 811482 (Option 6)

MIDHURST
LOGS
2yrs Seasoned Hardwood
Cut and Split to order
Est. Since 1992

Call for current prices
Free Local Delivery
Tel: 01730 815302 or 07787
565544
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Singleton and Charlton Parish Council
Covid-19 Star Bakers
We would like to thank all our Star Bakers for providing cakes and savouries for
the vulnerable residents of Singleton and Charlton. These were very well received
and also the chance to have a chat whilst our team were distributing the goodies
was welcomed by many.
More ‘Thank You’s
Thank you to Darren Norris for donating timber to repair the Playground fencing
and Sarah Barnes for donating a few hundred staples also for fencing repairs.
Sarah also provided her time and trailer to transport the sand for the sand bins.
Community Highways Scheme
It was agreed at the last meeting that a questionnaire would be produced to obtain
opinions from all residents in Singleton and Charlton concerning traffic calming
measures. This will be circulated early in the New Year. We want to ensure that we
provide the best solutions. All suggestions will be considered; however, they will
be dependent on obtaining permission from WSCC Highways and funding.
Singleton Playground
We have been told that the school
will be giving the children a
Christmas project to design their
ideal Playground, please can you
encourage your children to take
part as we want to ensure any
development to the Playground is
in line with what the children
would like, in particular the older
children.

THE BELL INN
We are very happy to have re-opened
and are now taking bookings – we look
forward to seeing you soon!

Broyle Road
Chichester
(opposite the Theatre)

01243 783388

Finally, we hope you all managed
to celebrate Christmas in a safe
way and we wish you all a Happy
New Year.

hello@thebellinnchichester.com

MILESTONE
GARAGE

Vivien Nuttall, Clerk
singletonparishcouncil1@gmail.com

COCKING

SUSSEX
MENTAL
HEALTHCARE
0300 5000 101
24 HOURS A DAY 365 DAYS A YEAR

SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

01730 813148
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FARMING DIARY JANUARY
We are now well into our breeding
season for the dairy cows and
already our farm vet is checking to
see how many are in-calf. So far,
the results look good. This means
we have a lot of cows calving from
the beginning of August and
onwards into September and
October next year.
During these winter months we are
taking the opportunity to repair some of
our boundary fences which we have been patching up for years. The recent
introduction of sheep to the farm also means we need a different kind of fence to
contain them, known as stock fence. We have learnt to our cost that sheep are very
good at finding ways of escaping, given half a chance.
Early in January we will be taking delivery of a few thousand indigenous tree and
shrub saplings and these will be planted on an eight-acre plot just to the east of
the village of East Dean in what was once a glebe field. The purpose is to create a
small piece of woodland on some rather steep and fairly unproductive ground
which in time will benefit wildlife and of course help with carbon capture which is
now becoming so important. A generous grant from the Woodland Trust has
helped with the funding of this scheme. A tall fence will be erected around the site
to protect the trees from deer and each plant will have a small tree guard which
will give protection from rabbits and also create a micro climate to encourage
growth.
This is otherwise a fairly quiet time of year for us so we thought this month we
would introduce you to the farm team. Stuart who has been with us for nearly 40
years joined us fulltime, fresh from college, in 1982. Stuart is our main tractor
driver carrying out operations such as ploughing, drilling and combining as well
as helping with the livestock. He also looks after the maintenance of all our farm
machinery. Martin is our head herdsman and replaced Iain who retired in 2019
after 14 years as herdsman. Paige is assistant herdsperson having completed her
apprenticeship with us. Martin and Paige between them milk the cows twice-a-day
and look after the health and welfare of the dairy herd. Harry (Farmer John’s son)
is involved with all aspects of the farm and of course, being young, brings
enthusiasm and new ideas to the business. Harry is gradually taking on more
responsibility for running the farm as yours truly heads towards retirement. Harry
and his farm vet wife Jo with assistance from young Jack look after the flock of
sheep. Daughter Jo is responsible for the bookwork and paying the bills. In
addition, of course there are others who help out, either part time or during busy
periods such as lambing, calving and harvest. We also use agricultural contractors
for our silage making, straw baling and muck spreading operations with their fleet
of specialist and expensive machines.
Happy New Year to all and here’s hoping for a little more normality
this year. Farmer John and Team.

We clean your oven……so you
don’t have to
Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor or Aga professionally
cleaned

Phil Bateman
Landline: 01243 763000
Mobile: 07908 433946

www.ovenwizards.com
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Morning & Afternoon sessions
available Monday to Friday
Call 01243 811423
www.westdeanpreschool.co.uk

Clock conservation
restoration & repair

Jon Butt Bsc (Hons) T. 023 92 631836
E. hello@jonbuttclocks.co.uk
www.jonbuttclocks.co.uk

Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748

M N ELECTRICAL
Electrical Installation and
Design
Inspection and Testing
From a new socket to a
complete rewire
NICEIC Approved Contractor

Call 01243 573790
Clive 07932 623763

A message to the Editor from
his team...
We all beaver away in our own little way to
craft a monthly copy of The Valley Diary, often
unacknowledged.
We, the rest of The Valley Diary team - David,
Chris and Penny - would like to propose an
unrequested thanks to Ted for a huge effort on
his behalf in the editing job he does month
after month.
Since 2004, nearly 200 editions and counting,
largely down to Ted without whose efforts we
would not be producing the magazine we still
have for your monthly read.
Of course, it is the supporting advertisers who
meet the costs and contributors who produce
articles and information to get out such an
interesting read - to all of whom we extend our
gratitude. Further, we thank everyone who
have remained confident in the goals of our
group effort.
Stephen at Digital Design and Print generates
900 - 1,200 copies each month (exact numbers
depend on what Covid is up to at any given
time) for Chris, Penny and their team to
distribute - but Ted also now ensures that a
growing number are read via the PDF files sent
out by email each month. Many appreciate
both options.
At the risk of blowing our own trumpets, well
done us! David, Chris and Penny.

THE BARN, LITTLE
LONDON
thebarnlittlelondon.com

The Barn, Little London is a
lifestyle venue which celebrates
Slow Food, Community and
Wellness which opened on the
23rd September 2020. They
believe that to Eat well you need
to eat more local, that Food
Waste is a huge problem for the
world and is a crazy situation
given the wealth in the world
today.
They support The Slow Food
Movement and championing
Local Food, supporting UK
Harvest. This charity fights Food
Waste. They collect and rescue
enough ‘surplus to demand’
Food in the South of England to
make about 75,000 meals a week
for the vulnerable in our society
locally. Anything you buy will
have 10% added and this will go
straight to UK Harvest.
Mon to Sun 8am to 5pm and
24/7 online! Find out a little
more about this innovative new
food outlet in Chichester by
visiting their website.

DOWN ON RED
BUCKET FARM
A lovely, amusing and colourful book,
that featured in its own series on
Angel Radio, by your resident poet
Francis Emery.
Signed copies available
from the Weald and
Downland Living
Museum. (The retail
area is enchanting and
easily accessed without
the need for the
museum entrance fee.)

An award-winning Chartered Building Company that has worked in the Sussex area since
1985, gaining a well-deserved reputation for professionalism, reliability, high quality
craftsmanship and project management skills. Experienced in all types of building projects,
from large commercial to the sensitive renovation of listed buildings, bespoken new-builds
or extensions and refurbishments.
Hungerdown, Brittens Lane, Fontwell,
West Sussex BN18 0ST Telephone 01243 542056
Email martin@msbc.uk.com www.msbc.uk.com

A.S.M. Carpentry
& Joinery Ltd
SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS

Over 30 years of experience in all
aspects of carpentry
Professional, Qualified, Insured

## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##
FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION

Local and Reliable
Carpentry Company

Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 1QD

andrew@asm-carpentry.com

Tel: 01243 531298

www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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Phone: 01243 278659
Mobile: 07789 748368

The Valley Gardening
Club Committee...
...would like to wish all our members,
supporters and friends a very Happy
New Year and a return to some normality
in 2021. Don’t forget to look out for the
Christmas edition of The Spade and
check the website.
www.valleygardeningclub.org.uk
We would also like to thank Ted, our
brilliant Editor for keeping The Valley
Diary going this year and printing our
articles. [...and indeed the rest of TVD
team of course. Thanks. Ted the Ed.]

FREE TOYS FOR
TOTS’N’TODDLERS
Singleton Village Hall have a number of
nearly-new toys to give away.
Sand pit with cover
Small slide
Numerous soft play toys
Wooden toys
Play mats
...and more!

Please contact the village hall…
singletonvillagehall01@gmail.com

DEMAND FOR BUYING
AGENTS IS ON THE RISE
Despite, and partly due to, the pandemic,
estate agents are being inundated with
interest from people looking for a more
peaceful life in the countryside, often
leading to competitive bidding and
properties selling in just a few days. So
amid this property market boom, it can
be quite difficult to get your hands on your dream country home.
You may have also noticed village homes and country houses are selling in your
favourite area, yet you never knew they were for sale in the first place. You’re
pretty sure they didn’t show up on Rightmove or Zoopla – after all, you check the
portals multiple times a day, and have every possible alert set up.
So how can you get around these frustrations? Welcome to the concept of the
buying agent…
A buying agent (also referred to as a
‘property finder’) is a professional who
Great Food for Great Locals!
acts on behalf of a buyer to source and
purchase their next home. This
...nestled in the quaint village of Oving.
includes everything from the start of
Simon and Nikki pride themselves on
the search to the completion of the
offering quality service and seasonal
conveyancing process, such as gaining
food both accompanied by a variety of
access to those illusive homes,
tasty beers, brewed onsite in their very
shortlisting properties, advising on
own micro-brewery!
price, negotiation and pushing the
Monday to Saturday 11am to 11pm
transaction through...
Sundays 12noon to 10pm
...to read the rest of this article from
Jennie Hancock, head for...

The Gribble Inn

01243 786893

tinyurl.com/demandbuying

gribbleinn.co.uk

Following last year’s success with many high-quality entries, the Chichester Ship
Canal Trust has opened its 2021 photography competition. Open to all amateur
photographers, the subject matter must be of Chichester Canal, including its people,
the wildlife, scenery, or architecture. The competition is free to enter by sending
your pictures to ccphotos@chichestercanal.com and entries must be received by
31st July. First prize is a voucher to the value of £150 for photography training with
Selsey based Imber Court Photo Training. Second prize is a boat trip for 4 along the
Canal on trip boat Kingfisher (when restrictions allow), which provides a beautiful
and unique way of experiencing the Canal from the
water. Being such a good resource for amateur
photographers to enjoy the fresh air and capture the
scenery, the Canal Trust is looking forward to
receiving and reviewing all this year’s entries. Full
terms and conditions can be found on Chichester
Canal’s website. chichestercanal.org.uk

Careful & competent

WINDOW
CLEANING
STEPHEN PINE

Please ask for a quotation
stephennpine@gmail.com

07939 254998

01243 786816
07887 752056
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THE DEAN LOCKED DOWN
BY PETWORTH
East Dean FC returned to action after the latest
lockdown and faced unbeaten Petworth at The Gasson.
The Dean started the game with a 3-4-3 formation,
English coming in between the sticks. Freeman, Clark
and Houghton made up the back 3; Richards, Marsh,
Buckley and Pett the midfield and Oram, Clark and
Fordy as the front three.
We started off slowly and were on the back-foot for much of the
first twenty minutes. Pressure finally told and Petworth took
their chance to go 1-0 up. As the half ended, The Dean were
starting to get back in the game with Houghton going close with
a diving header and Fordy having a chance from the edge of the
box.
Millard made changes to the formation at halftime going for a 3-5-2 with Hagger
and Hounsome coming on for Richards and Oram. The Dean immediately started to
look much better but then found themselves 2-0 down! The Dean continued to get
themselves on the ball and some excellent midfield play by Hounsome, dribbling
past a couple of players, ended with a delightful flick over the top to Hagger who
finished beautifully across the keeper into the bottom corner.
The Dean then managed to grab themselves a fortunate equaliser after a Josh
English clearance was put into his own net by the Petworth keeper. It looked like the
game was going to end in a draw but Petworth managed to grab a winner late on
with a looping shot over English in The Dean’s goal.
Squad: Josh English, Karl Clark, Nathan Freeman, Jason Houghton, Ceri Marsh,
Daniel Richards, Ben Pett, Dom Buckley, Joby Oram, James Ford and Connor
Clark. Subs: Jack Millard, Brad Hounsome, Ollie Haggar, Jack Eames and Simon
Reed. Player of the Match was Karl Clark.
We resume training back at Warblington on the 5th January. We would like to
thank all the volunteers and players this year for their help, in difficult
circumstances, and would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy
New Year. Stay safe. Peter Kearvell, East Dean Football Club.

East Dean

VILLAGE HALL
www.eastdeanhall.co.uk
Ideal for celebrations, fitness classes, meetings, parties and
wedding receptions. Can accommodate 80 standing/60
seated. Fully equipped professional kitchen, outside grass
area with stunning views, car park for up to15 cars.
Disabled access.

IT GEAR FOR 300 WEST SUSSEX YOUNG CARERS
Chichester Festival Theatre’s fundraising appeal to raise £91,000 to reconnect
West Sussex young carers with support, education and the arts has achieved its
target in just three months. Laptops are now being distributed to young caregivers
throughout the county in partnership with schools and West Sussex Young Carers
Service. There are an estimated 6,000 young caregivers in the county under the
age of 18 who take on substantial responsibilities, providing vital care and support
to their loved ones when they are themselves just children and teenagers.
Due to COVID-19, many remain confined to their homes as they continue to care
for vulnerable family members; they have been unable to access the help and
support they rely on, simply because they do not own, or are unable to afford a
computer or internet access. More at www.cft.org.uk/young-carers-connect
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Fast Effective Pest Control
Rabbits, Moles, Wasps, Rats, Bees,
Mice, Fleas, Hornets, Moths, Flies,
Squirrels, Woodworm, Bedbugs, Foxes,
Bee specialist: Humane Bee Removals
Other services
Pest Prevention, Logs, Tree work,
Garden Clearance

07453 965542
george@gspestcontrol.net

THE PUB AT THE HUB!
I have been landlady at The
Selsey Arms in West Dean for a
year now and wow what a year!
There have been condemned chimneys,
boiler breakdowns, leaking roofs, burst
water pipes, failed electrics and two
break-ins amongst other adventures!
By Christmas last year we had a
wonderful atmosphere in the pub. This
continued into the New Year and I felt
that we were starting to shake off the previous reputation, building our customer
base and locals were returning. And then… lockdown!
Trying to stay positive, with family and some lovely new friends in West Dean who
offered help and offer emotional support I began to make improvements to the
place.
We reopened, and despite the restrictions, I saw hope for the kind of business that
I wanted to create. Then being placed in Tier 2 has meant even more difficulties
for anyone in hospitality.
When? That seems to be the question that most people want an answer to, but,
for me, it’s not so much when as how? How are we supposed to rekindle the
intimacy and jocularity of your local whilst offering a safe environment? How
will we offer the pleasure of visiting a pub whilst looking after our fellow man?
How do we run a business that is profitable and safe?
With this at the forefront of my mind and with a heavy heart I feel that the only
thing we can do is close our doors temporarily. But we want to return
reinvigorated. I am looking forward to putting The Selsey Arms back at the heart
of the community when it is safe to reopen.
If you would like to offer any suggestions as to what you would like to see at your
local then please get in touch by email to thebar@selseyarms-westdean.co.uk, call
or even write me a letter!

Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/Fortnightly

Ironing service a
speciality

07860 604849
07825 618121
References/recommendations
available on request

I would love to hear from you. I am looking forward to seeing you again and
meeting some new faces in 2021. Thank you to all of you who have supported me
in my Journey. I cannot put into words how much your efforts are appreciated.
Wishing all the readers of The Valley Diary a very happy and healthy 2021!
Nikki.

Community Café
If you have been missing the Singleton Community Café
(every 2nd Monday of the month) we cannot yet say
when we will be returning. But Singleton Village Hall is
now open and as soon as we can meet again safely,
following COVID regulations – we will be back!

Email: adriandrake7@icloud.com
Tel: 02392 467974 Mob: 07762 883695

Dismantling & Felling
Crown Thinning & Reducing
Removal of Deadwood
Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Stump Grinding

Full public liability - Certified Arborist
Free Estimates and Advice
brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com

07763 844422
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THE FOX GOES FREE

THE TEAM ARE WAITING FOR YOUR VISIT
To meet the latest restrictions advised by the Government,
and so you can continue to enjoy your visits to The Fox
Goes Free we have introduced even more safe space.
Now, we have covered space at the front of the pub
and two marquees at the back of the pub.
All areas are safe for drinking and eating with the
marquees heated and meeting all Government guidelines.
Come and see for yourself.
So, as always, we are ready for you whether you
want to eat and drink inside or outside at The Fox
Goes Free.

01243 811461

enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com
www.thefoxgoesfree.com

THE SELSEY ARMS, WEST DEAN
thebar@selseyarms-westdean.co.uk

01243 811465
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THANKS TO THE TEAM
We are all glad to see the back of 2020 and are
looking forward to 2021 with renewed hope!
However there is one more thing to do with
regard to 2020 and that is to offer HUGE
THANKS to our wonderful editor Ted, and his
dedicated team, who kept the Valley Diary
going through thick and thin last year. Even
during the worst of the lockdown we were able
to get it online.
So even though Ted does not live among us
any more, he is still devoted enough to this
Valley to keep our splendid magazine going
and to fill it with all the useful and interesting
bits of information and news that we need.
And more than that – he edits the Valley Diary
website too! A big THANK YOU Ted, we
really do appreciate your work behind the
scenes and we are very lucky to be the
recipients of such an excellent publication –
as always delivered promptly and free to every
household in the Valley by a great team.
Fantastic! The Readers!
[Thank you back for your encouragement
and appreciation of the efforts of the whole
team here at The Valley Diary. We’ve come a
long way since 2004 when we started this
ball rolling. It feels great that over 16 years
later, we’re still making a go of it. So yes,
thanks to the team from me too, including the
broader team of distributors and those
involved in printing and working behind the
scenes making sure that we generate and
collect enough income via advertising to keep
it moving forward. All the best to all our
readers for a much better 2021. Ted, David,
Chris, Penny and teams.]

As this is the January issue of
the Diary, when the days are
still short and gloomy most of
the time, I have reached into
the archives to show how the
south face of Levin Down can
look in the summer months.
I took this picture some years ago
in early August, and you can see
how densely the carpet of
wildflowers covers the ground.
The pinkish flowers are mostly marjoram, beloved of butterflies and other insects,
whilst most of the yellow ones are St. John’s Wort, Rough Hawkbit and Bird’sFoot Trefoil. There are many other plant species present, too.
It is said that chalk grassland is as species-rich as equatorial rain forest; if you also
include all the hundreds of species of invertebrates present on places such as
Levin Down, the birds and the small mammals, then this would certainly be the
case.
Currently our Herdwick sheep are present on the south-facing slope, keeping the
grass short to allow the wildflowers to grow again when we remove the sheep in
early Spring. This year there has been little human volunteer activity cutting back
encroaching scrub due to Covid-19, but hopefully when things are back to some
kind of normality we will be able to resume work.
If you are interested in helping to keep Levin Down looking as good as this,
please contact me on 01243 811563. The volunteer group meets on the second
and fourth Sunday of each month at 10am at Charlton crossroads and we work
until about 2.30 or 3pm - from September through to end of March. Tools and
training are provided. Here’s wishing you all a better 2021. Bill Young.

24

