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GRIDSHELL
CELEBRATES 20TH
ANNIVERSARY
At a special anniversary event on
Friday 17th June, the Museum will
celebrate the building, its
architecture and the people
involved in constructing the
UK’s first major timber gridshell
building.
The day will feature a programme of
presentations, group discussions and
exhibitions as well as giving guests the
chance to meet and talk to key members
of the team involved in the groundbreaking project.
Museum Director, Simon Wardell
comments: “The Gridshell is a jewel in
our crown here at the Museum. It’s
regarded as an iconic building and
attracts visitors from around the world to
view its spectacular and unique
construction. We are delighted to be able
to mark this anniversary with the
building and engineering communities as
well as our Museum Members and other
interested members of the public. We are
looking forward to reuniting some of the
talented team that came together two
decades ago to create a UK first!”
There will be talks from key members of
the original team about the concept,
design and construction as well as
informal group discussions on topics

such as carpentry and structural
engineering led by experts in the
industry. Group tours of the
Museum’s artefact store will also be
taking place throughout the day.
The iconic building won both the
Royal Institute of British Architects’
Regional Architecture Award and the
British Construction Industry Award
in the same year. Taking just one year
to complete, the building derives its
strength from its double curvature
and is made with a grid or lattice
design using green oak. Over the past
twenty years the 12,000m² Gridshell
has been used as a conservation
centre/artefact store in the Museum,
and to host special occasions.
To find out more or to book
tickets for this event, please
visit www.wealddown.co.uk

Singleton Cricket Club have started their
junior cricket development under the
guidance of their coach Ninian Williams.
The team of All Stars activators have
started their 8 week ECB program, which
has gone down a treat with the sound of
young voices having fun at grassroots
cricket at the magnificent grounds of this
club. Singleton CC is a sports club for all
abilities playing friendly, some
competitive, Sunday matches. Visit
the singletoncc.co.uk website where you
can join as a playing or social member.
We are looking for more players for the
senior team or, if you can offer other
support, you are more than welcome to
come and have a drink at the bar and
discuss what you can do to help maintain
this fantastic facility.
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The Earl of March
Country Pub & Restaurant
Seafood & Game Specialties
Country Plush Ambience,
Superb Cuisine & Wide Range of
Fine Wines & Ales
Look out for our Foodie Festivals!

We look forward to
welcoming you!
Lavant Road, Lavant,
Nr Chichester PO18 0BQ
Tel: 01243 533993
www.theearlofmarch.com
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A QUACKING SUCCESS!
On behalf of the Committee and members of Singleton Cricket Club, we would like to thank everyone for your kind donations
to this year's Duck Race which was recently held at the Singleton Cricket Club. Your contributions helped towards what was a
hugely successful event; wonderful weather led to a massive attendance with families enjoying themselves in a friendly and
convivial atmosphere. Your support means a lot to us and we couldn't have done it without your generosity. It really is lovely to
see the local community coming together after recent trying times. Long may it continue! Special mentions must go to: The
Star and Garter at East Dean, The Fox Goes Free at Charlton, The Partridge Inn at Singleton, The Selsey Arms at West Dean,
Chichester Snooker Club, Goodwood Estate, Brett Munden at Pentagon, Francis and Jo Ward from Bletchley Spas and Pools,
Jon and Gemma Charman at Fontwell Physio, Fontwell Racecourse, Emma Burt and Lady Elizabeth Benson and Cucumber
Farm for use of the field for parking.
Mike Rooke, Chairman SCC
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SUPPORTING LOCAL WILDLIFE
There are many simple ways to support birds at this
time of year. Parenting birds need all the help they can
get in feeding their young, so leaving out food
(remembering to chop any nuts) regularly is a fantastic
boost.
Providing fresh sources of water is a must in the hotter months – and that goes for
mammals, too. Use a diluted fairly liquid solution instead of insecticide for aphids,
which can be a food source.
If you’d like to help Brent Lodge, a quick and easy way is to
donate £5 by texting BLWH5 to 70085. You will be charged
your standard network rate, and your donation will help us
provide the shelter, food and medical care an animal needs.

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:

•

Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.

•

Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)

•

Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication

•

Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist

•

Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday
9.30am - 5.30pm
(Lunch 1pm-2pm)

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk
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THANKS
RICHARD
The appeal in the last two editions of The
Valley Diary for people to sign a
retirement card for Richard who has
driven the refuse collection truck for the
last 19 years was a great success; the
card, presented by Fran Emery here, was
crammed with signatures on both halves
- and the accompanying whip-round
produced £170!
Richard thanked all the people who had
contributed to this and, asked what he
intended to do with all the time he will
now have to himself, told us he intended
to devote a lot of it to his favourite
hobby, fishing.
So hopefully he'll be able to find some
piece of angling equipment to buy that
will remind him of the appreciation that the people of East Dean and Singleton
have for the vital (and at times unpleasant) work that he and his colleagues do,
week in, week out. Tim Weeks

Why the Removal
of POA is a Victory
for Buyers
When searching for a country house
over the years, you may have noticed
that some property listings have POA
(price on application) rather than the
price next to it. The term exists as a
way to conceal the asking price from
the general public, however as of the
end of May, the National Trading Standards outlawed it, forcing estate agents to
disclose the price on portals.
There are a variety of reasons why estate agents offer POA, and in my experience
it’s usually driven by the vendor wanting to disguise the asking price. This could
be for personal reasons such as death, debt or divorce, to attract serious buyers
only as POA properties tend to usually be at the higher levels, they are a celebrity,
or they just don’t want their neighbours knowing how much their home is worth.
However, many buyers find it misleading when they do not know what the price of
a house is - forcing them to make contact with the associated estate agent to find
out more details which they can find tedious and off putting.
For the rest of this article by Jennie Hancock of www.propertyacquisitions.co.uk,
head for tinyurl.com/poavictory

Tuesday 14th June
...from 7pm at The Star &
Garter at East Dean

All welcome!
LA PIAZETTA
WEST STREET, MIDHURST
A genuine Italian restaurant situated in
the upper part of the town and run by a
family from Sicily. This is a real ‘find’
and recommended for those of us
looking for ‘the real thing’.

01730 817040
hello@lapiazzettamidhurst.com

Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748
Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/Fortnightly
Ironing service a speciality

07860 604849
07825 618121
References/
recommendations
available on request
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Summer seems on its way and thank goodness for just a little rain, the
gardens look a lot happier.
Now we have some warmer weather, the following information could certainly be
very appropriate for many of us... Compost is a fire hazard, especially when new
dry material is placed on a hot pile and the compost is located close to a building.
A sudden hot dry spell can cause the internal temperature to rise considerably and
dry the outer layers, the heat in a compost bin can become even hotter as the bin
retains the heat, particularly if the bin is in direct sunlight. These situations can
lead to a compost fire, so the message is, manage your compost well and don’t risk
burning down your garden shed.
The next VGC event is the Annual Show on Saturday 6th August at East
Dean Village Hall at 2.30pm. Entries accepted in the morning between 9 and
11am. The Show Schedule is now available and can be found on the VGC website
www.valleygardeningclub.org.uk. It is also available by email or in hard copy
by request to Vicky Mudford on vmm@vickymudford.com. Do enter. There is
something for everyone, from garden flowers and produce, goodies from the
kitchen and even some upcycled textile.
Space Station Log Some classes have a Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee theme. So have a go. Never think
01/04/2022
“mine isn’t good enough” because it is!
We have just been looking through some
records of the Valley Gardening Club, now
in its 83rd year. The Club’s activities and
fortunes seem to wax and wane as the
years go by. It would be lovely to have
bumper entries for the Annual Show this
year, especially as it will be the first for
three years.
Geums are providing lots of hot and vivid
colour at the moment, looking great with
purple alliums which benefit from regular
deadheading - take the whole flowering
stem out to the bottom rosette of leaves at
the base (RHS The Garden May 2022).
Bees love them too.

01730 817359 - 07742 874883
shaun@shaunthesweep.co.uk
All types of chimneys swept
Power Sweeping
Traditional Sweeps Undertaken
Camera Surveys (internal and external)
HETAS approved stove installer and sweep.

A Poem by Francis
An unexpected alien from Mars,
Arrived here yesterday.
He had some K9 features,
In a funny sort of way.
He was a similar size to us,
With the same bipedal walk.
We managed to communicate,
And boy, could he talk!
His fellow travelers soon arrived,
About a hundred or more.
And they all talked non stop too,
What a bunch of bores!
(That’s the strange thing,
About verbal diarrhea.
It won’t harm those who have it,
Only those who hear).

DYSON KING
ARCHITECTURAL
IRONMONGERS

25 Years Supplying Fittings
for Doors, Windows, Gates,
Locks & Safes.
Service to Architects, Builders
& The General Public

Their endless, meaningless chat,
Took over the whole space station.
And then it clicked! …… Of course!!
They were the 101 Dull Martians.

01243 776739
www.dysonking.com

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
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Celebrate International
Women's Golf Day with
us by giving golf a go
with complimentary
taster sessions on
Tuesday 7th June
International Women's Golf Day is
about celebrating girls and women playing golf and learning skills that will last a
lifetime. This is a wonderful opportunity to try something new, socialise with likeminded people and learn the fundamental skills of the game. We have two
sessions on the day, at 1pm and 5pm. There is no dress code, and all equipment is
provided. Sessions are aimed at ladies who are new to the game. To book a slot,
call 01243 755133 or email golfacademy@goodwood.com

THIS MUCH IS TRUE by MIRIAM MARGOLYES
BAFTA-winning actor, voice of everything from Monkey to the
Cadbury's Caramel Rabbit, creator of a myriad of unforgettable
characters from Lady Whiteadder to Professor Sprout, Miriam
is the nation's favourite (and naughtiest) treasure. Now, at the
age of 80, she has finally decided to tell her extraordinary life
story - and it's well worth the wait.
Find out how being conceived in an air-raid gave her curly hair;
what pranks led to her being known as the naughtiest girl Oxford High School
ever had; how she ended up posing nude for Augustus John as a teenager and why
Bob Monkhouse was the best (male) kiss she's ever had! This book is packed with
brilliant, hilarious stories. With a cast list stretching from Scorsese to Streisand, a
cross-dressing Leonardo di Caprio to Isaiah Berlin, This Much Is True is as warm
and honest, as full of life and surprises, as its inimitable author.
amzn.to/3wAZygY
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TRADITIONAL
TIMBER
WINDOWS

Bespoke,
hand crafted
windows
made here in
the Valley

07973 399487
07881 940057
valleytraditionalwindows@gmail.com

Chichester Community Development Trust
Building Community Spirit by supporting local initiatives and making positive
changes at Graylingwell Park, Chichester.
Our organisation is owned by you and led by you. Together with you, we work to
make positive changes in the community. We aim to help individuals, small
charities, voluntary organisations and business start ups to become successful and
sustainable by creating spaces and supporting projects that will inspire you and
allow you to grow. These are some of the ways that we do it…

Units 1 & 2, Lavant, Chichester
PO18 0BW

01243 532630
www.a1autocarechichester.co.uk

Graylingwell Chapel: The chapel has been redeveloped into an inviting, multipurpose space, telling the history of Graylingwell.
The Pavilion: This wonderful, bright and airy space overlooking Havenstoke
Park is dedicated to health and wellbeing.
Marchwell Studios: The derelict stables will be transformed into inspiring
enterprise studios for makers and creatives.
Discover Your Future: Our project to support women back to work.
Chichester Shed: Supporting mental and physical health.
Community Garden: Growing the community one seed at a time.
The Wild Space: Discover nature, explore and learn in our new outdoor space.
The Water Tower: Our uniquedouble storey co-working space and office hub.
The Community Hall: Bright, airy room with views across Roussillon Green.
The Lodge: A bright and airy community venue, with lots of outdoor space.
Consultancy: Consulting services for not for profit organisations and councils.
Our pop-in Café: Open Mondays to Saturdays: 8am-4pm (and now Sunday
morning too), The Pavilion café offers indoor and outdoor seating, as well as food
to grab on the go. Overlooking the park it’s a little sanctuary, surrounded by
nature from outdoors, and the living wall that lines the café. With a menu
designed to give you energy throughout the day, the food is made fresh every
morning, with a focus on giving you the strength to face whatever comes your way.
Join us in shaping your local community... all profits from our work
are reinvested in the local community. By supporting us, you are
investing in the future of Chichester and the local neighbourhood
whilst helping us create local opportunities, employment and build
community spirit.

...find out more at chichestercdt.org.uk

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey

BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK
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Spring Booster
Vaccinations
www.sussexhealthandcare.uk

COVID-19 is more serious in older
people and those with a weakened
immune system. Protection from
the vaccine may be lower and may
decline more quickly in these
people. For this reason, people
aged 75 years and over, those in
care homes and those aged 12
years and over with a weakened
immune system are being offered
the spring booster.
People should wait until around six
months since their last dose for
maximum effectiveness, and people are
asked to wait until they are invited by
the NHS to book. The NHS began
inviting people in March and will offer a
top-up dose to all who are eligible in
early Summer.

Chichester Canal can be explored
in many different ways. To get a
really unique perspective of the
waterway, join one of the
scheduled boat trips. This year the
Canal Trust is celebrating the
bicentennial anniversary of the
opening of the canal in 1822 and today
the canal is a quiet, rural waterway,
taking you away from the city centre
into peaceful countryside. Leaving
from the Canal Basin, located just
south of the train station, trip boat
Kingfisher runs daily trips all through
the summer. Customers are welcome
to admire the views while seated or
could join the volunteer crew at the
stern of the boat up on deck. There’s something different to see all through the
year, whether it’s the variety of wildlife, a paddleboarder passing or waving at
those on the towpath. Trips run up to four times a day, with Tuesday in the
afternoon only. The trips take around one hour and 15 minutes, turning south of
Hunston and returning to the Basin. Adult tickets are £8, while children (aged 12
and under) are £5. Babes in arms (under 2) are free but are counted in seating
numbers. To book, visit our website. For more information you can call the
friendly team on 01243 771363 or email boxoffice@chichestercanal.com

ADVERTORIAL!

For an initial booster dose (the first dose
following your primary course), you can
Don’t forget that we accept Advertorial from our valued advertisers, so
visit www.nhs.uk/covid-booster to find
do email in up to 250 words and a small image and we’ll fit it in as and
your nearest walk in option or book an
when we have space. Let’s work together! editor@valleydiary.org
appointment. You can also call 119 free
of charge.
You still need to get a booster dose of the vaccine for extra protection, even if
you have recently recovered from COVID-19. If you have recently recovered
from the virus, you will need to wait before getting any dose of the vaccine.
People will need to wait: 4 weeks (28 days) if they are aged 18 years old or
over, or aged 5 to 17 years old and at greater risk from COVID and 12 weeks
(84 days) if they are aged 12 to 17 years old and not at greater risk from
COVID.
Thanks to the COVID-19 vaccine, we are able to get back to doing
the things we love. However, COVID-19 is still out there and there
are still people in hospital unwell with the virus. Make sure you
stay up to date with your vaccines for the best possible protection
and for extra reassurance that you’re keeping yourself and others
safe.

LOCAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

CARE SUPPORT
WORKERS
Full Time & Bank
Dignity in Singleton provides care and
support for adults with learning
disabilities and needs local people with
local knowledge to get alongside people
living here to access local opportunities.
Experience in care is clearly preferable,
but we do have a training programme for
staff, so not having a background in care
is no barrier.
We have early shifts, late shifts, waking
nights - we’d love to talk with you.

Please give Joy a call for an
informal chat 811482
admin@livingwithdignity.co.uk
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The Diary
Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the
coming months. Do please let us know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all.
Deadline for the…

July 2022 Edition
June 2022
Thu 2nd Queens Platinum Jubilee
Beacon Lighting: Evening: East Dean
Fri 3rd Three Friday Nights: Goodwood
Sat 4th Queen's Platinum Jubilee Lunch
Party: Singleton Village Hall
Fri 10th Three Friday Nights:
Goodwood
Sat 11th East Dean Church Fete:
2.30pm: Old Vicarage, East Dean
Mon 13th Community Cafe: Singleton
Village Hall: 10.30am - 12noon
Tue 14th Ladies Night: Star & Garter:
East Dean: 7pm
Thu 16th Singleton and East Dean WI:
East Dean Village Hall: 7pm: Amberley
Museum: Speaker, Hannah Miller
Thu 16th Sussex Day: Weald &
Downland Museum
Fri 17th Three Friday Nights:
Goodwood
Sat 18th & Sun 19th West’s Wood
Fair: 10am-5pm: Newhouse Lane, East
Dean
Sat 18th & Sun 19th Solstice &
Superstitions: Weald & Downland
Sat 18th Glebe Field Meeting: 11am:
Singleton
Sun 19th Fathers' Day: Weald &
Downland Museum: Men go free!
Fri 23rd - Sun 26th Festival of Speed:
Goodwood
Fri 24th The Valley Diary Copy
Deadline: 12noon

July 2022
Mon 11th Community Cafe: Singleton
Village Hall: 10.30am - 12noon
Sat 16th Singleton Fete: 1.30 to 4.30pm
Mon 18th East Dean Parish Council
Meeting: 7.30pm: East Dean Village Hall
Wed 20th Singleton & Charlton Parish
Council Meeting: Singleton Village Hall:
7pm
Thu 21st Singleton and East Dean WI:
East Dean Village Hall: 7pm: Summer
Party

August 2022
Sat 6th Valley Gardening Club
Annual Show: East Dean Village Hall:
2.30pm
Mon 8th Community
Cafe: Singleton Village Hall: 10.30am
- 12noon
September 2022
Thu 15th Singleton and East Dean
WI: Singleton Village Hall: 7pm:
Chichester Planetarium: Speaker,
Ann Mills
Fri 16th - Sun 18th Goodwood
Revival
Wed 21st Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: Singleton
Village Hall: 7pm
October 2022
Mon 10th Community
Cafe: Singleton Village Hall: 10.30am
- 12noon
Mon 17th East Dean Parish Council
Meeting: 7.30pm: East Dean Village
Hall
Thu 20th Singleton and East Dean
WI: Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: UK
Harvest: Speaker, Yvonne

November 2022
Wed 16th Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: Singleton
Village Hall: 7pm

Got something to add?
Please let us know by
emailing...
editor@valleydiary.org
Lots more dates and events can be
found in the Diary Online at…

...thevalleydiary.org/diary
Head on over for as many of the
dates as we can scoop up!
12

All information for inclusion to
arrive by 12noon please on

Friday 24th June
editor@valleydiary.org
Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything you
have to share with your community
should arrive as soon as possible.

The Team
Ted Salmon, Editor & Accounts
editor@valleydiary.org, 07423 117091
David Mather, Accounts & Advertising
davidmather0@gmail.com, 01243 774385,
07973 820877
Chris Kelly, Distribution
chriskelly7043@yahoo.co.uk, 01243 811833

The Distribution Team

East Dean: Tim Weeks, Wendy Heather
Charlton: Penny Buchan, Valerie Tapley
Singleton: Penny Spence, Jane Penny,
Elaine Kelly, Judy Fathers, Gay Godfrey, Vicky
Gillespie
West Dean: Tony Boxall, Sandra
Muggeridge, Micky Johns, Carol Corbett
Binderton: Barbara Boxall
Goodwood: Tony Boxall
Lavant: Sheila Sims
Chichester: Penny Buchan
The legal bit: We (The Valley Diary Team) make
every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any error
in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by the
businesses or individuals appearing in its pages. In
short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

Useful Telephone
Numbers
CDC Councillor, Henry Potter
07792 857973
East Dean Football Club
07944 036709
East Dean Fete
TBA
East Dean PC Clerk
07712 647511
East Dean Village Hall
01243 811358
Goodwood Security
07909 876823
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
01243 527264
Lavant Road Pharmacy
01243 380185
Local Police
101
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean
TBA
Police (Local Officer)
TBA
Singleton Fete
01243 818037
Singleton Parish Clerk
07976 800965
Singleton School
01243 811679
Singleton Tearooms
01243 811899
Singleton Village Hall
01243 811453
Valley Parish Office
01243 811213
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Office
01243 811363
Shop
01243 811020
West Dean College
01243 811301
West Dean Fete
01243 811247
West Dean Gardens
01243 818221
West Dean PC Clark
01798 865189
West Dean School
01243 811247
West Dean Stores
01243 818222

FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mountford, 01243 811358.
HOME FOOT CARE 01243 811442.
DOG GROOMING - SMART DOGS Lesley Pollard. 01243
811805
PILATES CLASSES Jo, 07917 177404
FERNS RESTORATIVE YOGA 01243 818058
STANDBY NANNY Josie, 07747 867652
PAINTER AND DECORATOR Arthur, 07936 082626
YOGA WITH CARA 07787 512283
EAR CARE SPECIALIST Summersdale Pharmacy, 01243
380185
YOGA WITH JACQUI 01243 535223, 07854 441010
YOGA WITH KATIE Tel. Tel 07918 757758
REGISTERED NURSE Dawn, 07876 796034
PAINTER Shaf 07706 105526
PLUMBER Peter 07825 268317
DOG GROOMING Leandra 07944 788727
BUILDER James 07788 532135
TAXI 01243 778499
SOMETHING FISHY 01243 671133 or 07900 086085

SELF EMPLOYED GARDENER Jonathan Becker
07756 328030

Albert says...

Mediterranean diet? No thanks,
I’ll stick with eggs and bacon.
Drinking salt water all week
long?
You really must be mistaken.

Register of Local...
The Old Granary East Lavant - ask Helen 01243 251301
Trundlers Charlton - ask another Helen 01243 811686
Hunters Lodge, Lavant - or indeed another Helen!
01243 532415 - 07788 663712
B&B - Ring Sophie on 01243 811465
The Folly, Charlton on 01243 811307 - ask Joan or David
B & B Harper's Cottage, East Lavant. Ring Caroline 01243 278659
Flint Cottage, 47 Mid Lavant, Lavant Road, P018 0AA: Sue Kemble 01243
785883 / 07814903541
The Shepherds Barn, Chilgrove: Lucy 07775 934999
www.shepherdsbarnsussex.co.uk
Run a little local B&B? Why not list here for free!

editor@valleydiary.org
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Annual Parish Meeting
Thanks so much to everyone who came to the meeting. I would also like to thank
the WI, Cricket Committee, Valley Gardening Club, Village Hall and Richard
Pailthorpe for giving us such interesting talks.
Queens Platinum Jubilee – Saturday 4th June
It’s party time! 12 to 5pm, The Leys. The Parish Council and Village Hall are
providing burgers and cream teas free to all those who live in the parish. If you
have friends or family with you it will be £7.50 per person. Please bring your own
drinks! Lots of games and prizes. Also Trooping of the Dog, with a prize for the
best dressed dog. A prize will also go to best dressed Queen and Consort. It will be
wonderful to all get together after so long for a great occasion.
Village Clean Up
Thank you so much to all those who came out to help clean up the village. I think
it is fair to say the village looks great. We
will be doing another in the autumn and My Initial Thoughts.
would be lovely to see you there!
Come and help us!
We have set up working parties to deal
with all the projects that we are carrying
out, including the new playground,
traffic calming and maintenance. We
would love to know if there are any
members of the parish who would like to
join. Many hands make light work!
Please contact Viv to find out more.
Do get in touch with us if you have any
issues, complaints or suggestions for the
parish.
Contact
Viv Nuttall (Clerk)
singletonparishcouncil1@gmail.com
01243 811810
singletonparishcouncil.co.uk

Trouble putting socks on?
Not as flexible as you were?
How about a simple sockputter-on'erer! (TikTok
video - only seconds long.)
No idea where you get one.
No doubt Amazon!

tinyurl.com/sockson4u

A Poem by Francis
It seems to me, these days,
That nothing is official,
Unless it is referred to,
With copious initials.
It used to be quite simple,
Way back in the day.
We understood HRH,
PTO, LBW, PDSA.
But now it is everywhere,
And you can feel out on a limb.
If you don’t know the meaning,
Of every acronym.
Take that popular cop series,
We all watched on TV.
They used more initials in that,
That exist in the ABC.
And my mate gets upset,
“Why name it after me?
I’ve nothing to do with them,”
Cries poor old Algie Beattie.
And if I continue to lounge about,
Being a P.O.E.T.
I’m told that I will end up,
Suffering O.B.C.T.
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LAVANT
MEMORIAL HALL
ACTIVITIES
FRIENDLY CLUB
Wednesday 1st June
Owls about Town (Live Owls)

COUNTRY MUSIC
CLUB
Friday 10th June
Concert Longshot
Saturday 25th June
Dance at Mundham
Midnight Rider

SHORT MAT BOWLS
CLUB
Now Closed until September
For more on any of these events,
do call for a chat…

Tony Bleach

01243 527439
tonybleach@talktalk.net

Petworth Cottage
Nursing Home Charity
Needs Your Help

MOBILE
POST OFFICE

PCNH is a care home for 32 residents
covering the spectrum of short-term,
long-term, respite and palliative care of
the highest standard. We are non-profit
making. The last two years have proved
challenging both in terms of running the
home and raising funds. The team has
risen to the challenge and we have
assisted and supported some 40
residents with their fees, most of whom
have lived within the environs of
Petworth.
The Friends of PCNH are a body of local
volunteers who raise additional funds
through specific events that contribute
towards the cost of essential and nonmedical items to improve the well-being
of the patients. Recent fund-raising has
provided an interactive TV screen for
patients to use, refurbishment of the
resident’s lounge and installation of a
new medication room.
Volunteers have only
recently been allowed
back in to help support
the regular staff with the
provision of fresh flowers
in public areas, morning
coffee for residents and
tea & cake in the
afternoon. They also
support in one other
critical way – bringing the
outside world into PCNH
with news and a change to
daily routine and
company.

THE SELSEY ARMS at
WEST DEAN
MONDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm
THURSDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm

THE PARTRIDGE INN at
SINGLETON
MONDAYS 2.45pm to 3.45pm

ROLLER-SKATING!

Mobile Postmaster, Operating from
Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779

Did you know that we have a
(relatively) local roller-skating rink?

It’s in Horsham, just next to the
park. Opening hours and pricing is
available on their website, where
they can offer bookings for Roller
Discos, Quiet Skate, Lessons and
birthday parties with a difference!

www.therecrink.com
Morning & Afternoon sessions
available Monday to Friday
Call 01243 811423
www.westdeanpreschool.co.uk

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
Showroom & Workshop
Located at Binderton Nr Lavant
Main dealers for many makes
Fast reliable service
Advice & Discounted machines
Part exchange taken
Collection & delivery offered

If you feel that you could
help as a volunteer and/or
can help financially please
do get in touch with us on
01798 342785 or by email
enquiries@pcnh.co.uk

See website
www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003

THE BOOK SHED
Singleton Village Hall
Now Open…

Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 4pm
Access is through the side gate
and is the first shed on the right.
The books are free for you to keep or
return.
If you have any books you wish to donate
please place them on the shelves.
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Early bird tickets
now available!

Singleton Fete

This year is the 35th anniversary of St
Wilfrid’s Hospice and the Moonlight
Walk Week is an incredible way to show your support. Take on the 5 or 10 mile
challenge, create a team or walk solo, all in aid of raising funds that provide vital
end of life care to local people who need it. The official Moonlight Walk Week will
be 3rd - 10th September 2022 and there are three special ways you can be part of
it. stwh.co.uk/events/moonlight-walk
1. Join in the Moonlight Walk evening event! Saturday 10th September...5 or 10mile routes through Chichester.
2. Walk your own Moonlight Walk! Choose your own 5 or 10-mile route...walk a
route of your choice at a time that suits you and your family.
3. Volunteer to support the evening event on 10th September.
This year every walker will get a FREE commemorative finisher medal, plus their t
-shirt and supporter pack. Early bird ticket prices end on 20th June so book now!

Wanted for Liliane’s
Famous Jewellery and
Accessories Stall
All manner of pretty things
jewellery - costume jewellery handbags
- gloves etc…
All items welcome
Will collect

Call Liliane

01243 811368

Make Double the Difference - 3rd and 4th July
2022 marks 35 years of expert end of life care and compassion in the community
from St Wilfrid’s Hospice. Could you make double the difference to people who
need hospice care in your community? St Wilfrid’s sponsors have agreed to double
every donation made during this new 35 hour fundraiser on 3rd and 4th July! St
Wilfrid’s is looking for Hospice Heroes in the local community to get involved and
maximise the impact this can make. It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3 - simply sign up for your
own personal fundraising page at charityextra.com/stwilfrids
Funds raised will deliver hospice care in our community now and in the future.
Following the pandemic, St Wilfrid’s clinical teams are supporting more patients
in crisis, with complex treatment needs and younger patients with terminal
diagnoses. If you can donate or could be a Hospice Hero this July call the
Fundraising team on 01243 755184 to find out more.

Weald & Downland Living Museum in June
Sussex Day, 16th June: a day that explores and celebrates
everything about this beautiful county. From Sussex food and drink
to crafts, folk songs and games, there will also be a chance to learn
about the history of the area. This event is part of Culture Spark, a
special season that celebrates culture in the Chichester District.
Celebrations of Midsummer – Solstice & Superstitions,
18th & 19th June: A traditional season of celebration, the Weald &
Downland Living Museum will be exploring the history of
midsummer and all the processions, parades and decorations of this time. From decorating
with greenery, celebratory food and songs to some of the midsummer superstitions, there
will be lots for all ages to learn about and enjoy. A highlight of the weekend will be the
showcase of a Tudor wedding and all the different stages of preparation right through to the
ceremony and outdoor procession, which visitors can take part in.
Father's Day, 19th June: free entry for all men!
To find out more and book tickets, visit www.wealddown.co.uk
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Your Local Tree
Surgeon
For free quotes and advice contact

Cameron or Will
07756 599419 - 07702 408820
rutledgeandcoe@hotmail.com

MILESTONE
GARAGE
COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

01730 813148

Summary of the Meeting of East Dean Parish Council
11th April 2022 at 7.30pm held at East Dean Village Hall
Present: Neil Georges - Chair, Sarah Peirson - Vice Chair, Peter West, Sara Hutton-Potts, John Holt, Sam Hook and Josh Collins
Apologies: Jeremy Hunt - West Sussex County Council, Henry Potter- Chichester District Council
In attendance: Alexia Ward - Parish Clerk and 17 parishioners
Minutes: The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and approved.
Matters arising from Minutes
Sarah Peirson reported on the Queens Platinum Jubilee committee meeting held on 18th February. She outlined the details of the planned
Beacon lighting event which would take place on 2nd June 2022. The Beacon Lighting would take place at 9.45pm in line with the rest of the
country at the top of the chalk path. Leading up to the lighting would be a procession from the Village Hall with torches, Jubilee Tarts and a
glass of prosecco and something for the children would be provided by Jim from The Star and Garter to toast the Queen at the Beacon. Sarah
said that on the 23rd April a group would go and help collect timber from around the field margins to be stored and used for the beacon with
the help of John Holt. Sarah said the Beacon committee will meet again soon and more information will be sent to parishioners before the day.
Update from Parish Councillors
John Holt said that he would finalise the winter management plan.
Sam Hook said she would shortly contact those people who had volunteered with the Community Speed Watch to begin training.
Sarah Peirson said that there had only been a planning application for a new window and no other issues.
Peter West said if the dry spell continued the newly planted Elm Trees on the western end of the village would need watering. John Holt
said he would be able to help with a water bowser. Josh Collins added that he would clear the area of the pond below the outfall of the catch pit
pipes. It was noted that the catch pit would need emptying soon and it could be dug out on the Village clear up day 7th May if not done before.
Financial update Alexia Ward said the balance of the Lloyds Current Account was £3,369.09 and the Helen West (legacy) savings account
was £19,859.83 0n 11th April 2022. The precept from CDC of £573.00 was received on 8th April 2022
Any Other Business - Ukraine Crisis
Neil Georges had been contacted by some parishioners regarding the response of the Parish Council re the Ukraine Crisis. A general discussion
took place with the consensus being that no one should feel pressured into having to help with hosting families and that this was an entirely
individual decision. However it was felt that the strong community spirit in East Dean would prevail and that those who chose to host people
from the Ukraine would no doubt receive support from the village. Jon Bailie reminded the meeting that the Parish Council was not able to
spend council funds to support the families. Sam Hook reminded the meeting that the Parish Council also had an obligation to their
parishioners before anyone else. The Reverend Sarah Manouch suggested a charity organisation based in Chichester called Sanctuary
www.sanctuaryinchichester.org which would be able to help anyone looking to host.
Date of Next Meetings: 18th July 2022, 17th October 2022 at 7.30pm at East Dean Village Hall
A full account of the minutes for this meeting and The AGM held on the same evening can be obtained from Alexia Ward, Parish Clerk at
eastdeanparishcouncil@gmail.com or at www.eastdeanhall.co.uk/minutes
The Chairman’s 2021/22 Report can be read online at tinyurl.com/edpcchairrep

Dismantling & Felling
Crown Thinning & Reducing
Removal of Deadwood
Pruning

M N ELECTRICAL
Electrical Installation and
Design

Hedge Cutting

Inspection and Testing

Stump Grinding

From a new socket to a
complete rewire

Full public liability - Certified Arborist
Free Estimates and Advice
brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com

07763 844422
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NICEIC Approved Contractor

Call 01243 573790
Clive 07932 623763

THE RIVER LAVANT

BERRY STONEWORK

The River Lavant has been much in the news
recently, including an item on BBC News, due
to the outcry of pollution being discharged
into it by Southern Water. However, did you
know, the definition of lavant according to
Wiktionary is: lavant (plural lavants) (UK
dialectal) A shallow or more or less
intermittent spring. (UK dialectal) A violent
flow or rush of water.
The River Lavant is a winterbourne that rises at East Dean and flows west to Singleton,
then south past West Dean and Lavant to Chichester. From east of Chichester its
natural course was south to the sea at Pagham, but the Romans diverted it to flow
around the southern walls of Chichester and then west into Chichester Harbour. The
Lavant may once have had its source north of Midhurst. The Lavant's course has
changed on multiple occasions, one significant instance being (again) in Roman times
when the river was believed to have been diverted through Chichester to provide
drinking water for the town. (Wikipedia
The Lavant is either referred to as a river or a stream. It is a very important chalk river
(or chalk stream) as they are rare, with only 35 in the UK. Chalk rivers are fed from
natural underground aquifers giving clean, clear water with stable water temperatures.
These conditions, along with the mineral content support a rich diversity of wildlife.
Streams are considered to be no further than 5km from their source or no more than
5m wide. However, many chalk rivers and streams have been artificially widened,
straightened and deepened.
South Downs chalk streams are different from classic chalk rivers. Sussex chalk
streams often occur in small gulleys which are more wooded than other chalk rivers
and streams. In Sussex there are three designated chalk rivers: the Ems and Lavant in
West Sussex and the Lewis Winterbourne in East Sussex. There are also 140km of
chalk streams spread throughout the South Downs National Park.
You can find more information about Chalk Rivers and Streams by downloading the
leaflet published by the Sussex Wildlife Trust: sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/admin/
resources/chalk-streams-and-rivers-1.pdf Coral Mather

SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE
BRICKWORK
RESTORATION CONSERVATION
RENOVATION

DUNCAN BERRY
duncan@berrystonework.co.uk
www.berrystonework.co.uk

PHONE
07557 515314
01243 539279

East Dean

VILLAGE HALL
www.eastdeanhall.co.uk
Ideal for celebrations, fitness classes, meetings, parties and
wedding receptions. Can accommodate 80 standing/60
seated. Fully equipped professional kitchen, outside grass
area with stunning views, car park for up to15 cars.
Disabled access.

DOWN ON RED
BUCKET FARM
A lovely, amusing and colourful book,
that featured in its own series on
Angel Radio, by your resident poet
Francis Emery.
Signed copies
available from the
Weald and
Downland
museum shop, and
from the Shepherd
Hut Shop at East
Dean.

07939 254998

SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS
## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##

FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West
Sussex, PO20 1QD

01243 531298
www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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SINGLETON
PLAYSCHOOL
1st Prize...Ester Jewitt, East Dean
2nd Prize...Colin Mills, Eastergate
3rd Prize...Geoff and Helen
Morris, Chichester
In May, we had the welcome return of
refreshments (delicious cheese straws for
which thanks are due to Mary Stevens)
being served in East Dean Church
following our service. Because Rev Sarah
was on annual leave, it was lovely to
welcome back Rev LucyAnn Ashdown.
The church was beautifully decorated as
the day before LucyAnn had conducted
the wedding service for Danni and Alex.
Many congratulations to all of our
winners, sharing prize money of £105.
The next draw will be on Sunday 5th
June when we will be celebrating HM
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Wendy
Heather

As always we have a wonderful time as the
weather has been improving. We've been
having lots of fun out and about exploring
Levin Down, especially during our Forest
School sessions where we have been
learning to light our own fires safely.
We also had a lots of fun learning about another
culture as we took part in Chinese New Year
celebrations and we are now looking forward to
some new life as we avidly await the arrival of our
chicks!
Over this next term we are looking for new
members to join our Playschool Committee, without
whom we wouldn't be able to stay open. We are all
volunteers and many hands make light work as we
all strive to create an enriching environment for the
youngest members of our community to thrive and
grow in. If you think you'd like to help, whether you
have a connection to the Playschool or not please
email chair@singleton-playschool.co.uk for more
information. Esther Jewitt

Midhurst Camera Club Annual Photographic Exhibition

Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th July, 10am to 4pm
South Downs Memorial Hall, Midhurst
All are welcome. Admission £2, to include tea and cake.

midhurstcameraclub.co.uk
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STOWAWAY 3
THE BIGGEST THREE
FRIDAY NIGHTS OF ALL
TIME; GREG JAMES,
ANNIE MAC AND CARL
COX SET TO HEADLINE
JUNE DATES
Goodwood Racecourse’s electric
Three Friday Nights is back and
bigger than ever, with a line-up of
leading names set to take to the
stage throughout June 2022 for a
tenth-year celebration.

East Dean Church Fete is nearly
upon us, the first time it's been
held since 2019. Consequently
we've received a lot of donations
for the various stalls, including
this very good condition ladies
folding bicycle, the Stowaway 3.
However, rather than have people
test riding it around the Old
Vicarage garden on Saturday June
11th, we thought it would be easier
to sell it separately. So I've got it at home (Candlemas, Chapel Row, East Dean)
and anyone who'd like to come and see it and take it for a spin is welcome to ring
me on 811992 or 07503 282528 and I'll make sure I'm in when you pop round.
The tyres are good, and it comes with a purpose-made detachable shopping
basket on the front. Looking online, prices for these vary widely, so we're going for
the middle and asking £50 for it. A bargain price for a design classic! Tim Weeks

The series which is due to sell-out begins
on the 3rd June with award-winning Radio 1 Breakfast Show DJ, Greg James
spinning the decks for an evening of party anthems. Iconic music producer
and former Radio 1 DJ Annie Mac follows on 10 June, before Ibiza King,
house and techno veteran, Carl Cox takes to the stage for the ultimate
crescendo on the 17th June.
Three Friday Nights at Goodwood is known for being one of the most
exciting events to take place on the South Coast, with DJ sets following an
evening of horseracing in front of a sell-out crowds. After the last race has
been run and the sun sets, the parade ring transforms into a laser-lit
dancefloor, and the atmosphere is ignited for three unforgettable nights.
Adult tickets start from £40, with Juniors (13-17) starting from
£30. All tickets are expected to sell-out and can be purchased at
Goodwood.com or by calling 01243 755055.
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Singleton Pond by Terry Timblick

My apologies for no farm diary for the last 2 months. Here is a
little catchup..
First the lambing season which started at the beginning of April involving long
days and nights for Harry, Jo and Amy which has now finished with all 221 ewes
and 348 lambs happily grazing pastures on the Down above East Dean Church.
All the milking cows, heifers and calves are also outside and munching their
way through the pastures. To help us plan and manage our grazing paddocks for
the milking cows we measure the grass once-a-week during the spring and
summer with a special tool called a ‘Rising Plate Meter’. This shows the quantity
of grass available and the rate at which it is growing so we can plan ahead to avoid
waste if the grass gets too long or a shortage of feed if growth slows down. The
operator uses the plate meter rather like a walking stick, setting it down gently
every few paces with the plate resting on top of the sward and automatically
recording the quantity of foliage at that point. This will be repeated as the
operator walks across the whole grazing area
to give an average yield for each paddock. It is
also very good for gaining steps on the ‘fitbit’
of the person doing the job (in this case
Martin) who will cover up to five miles taking
the measurements.
Spring barley was sown in early April and is
now well established and lapping up the
recent rains.
May sees the return of the contractors to
harvest first-cut silage from our grass and
legume leys. This operation involves mowing on day one, leaving 24 hours to wilt
and then picking up with a very hungry forage harvester on day three. The
‘forager’ chops and blows the harvested material into trailers which bring it back
to the farm buildings where a large wedge is formed by a tractor and loader,
compacting it down and then sealing with sheeting to exclude all the air. The crop
then ferments over the next few weeks into a moist, stable product we call silage
which forms the basis of the cows’ winter ration. The leys will be harvested up to 4
times during the season depending on how well they regrow. After each cut, we
aim to apply a little cow manure to the stubbles to replace some of the nutrients
that have been removed from the field.
As part of the farm’s environmental scheme, we planted a few areas around
the farm in early May
with a special seed mix
which will be left
unharvested to provide
food during the winter
months for a number of
farmland birds.
Farmer John and
Team Photos: Sunset
over the Flock (by
Harry Holt), Building
the silage wedge
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A.S.M. Carpentry
& Joinery Ltd
Over 30 years of experience in all
aspects of carpentry
Professional, Qualified, Insured
Local and Reliable
Carpentry Company
andrew@asm-carpentry.com
Phone: 01243 278659
Mobile: 07789 748368
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THE FOX GOES FREE

Thursday 2nd - Sunday 5th of June

Join us in enjoying the Platinum Jubilee
celebrations!
We will be serving a special dessert fit for the Queen,
plus TV coverage & extra tasty Friday Night Wine &
Meat Raffle prizes.

Fathers’ Day - Sunday 19th June
Booking a table

Please call or email to book in advance, due to the
unpredictable English weather garden tables in the
garden are first come, first served.

01243 811461

enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com
www.thefoxgoesfree.com

Singleton

Saturday 16th July
Cricket Pitch, 1.30pm
Licenced Bar, Grand
Raffle, BBQ, Great Stalls
Fun Dog Show, Cream
Teas, Chichester City
Band
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Towards the end of April I was
walking over Levin Down with
the new Volunteer Reserve
Manager, Rob Eadie, with our
plan being to look for insects
and other invertebrates. As it
was a warm, sunny day we
saw mostly a number of
butterflies, including the one
in the picture - the Grizzled
Skipper (Pyrgus malvae).
This is a fast-flying, restless butterfly which is difficult to follow unless it rests as
here, on bare ground with it’s wings open and it’s back to the sun to absorb the
warmth of the sun’s rays. It is on the wing from early April until late June, and again
in August if there has been a second brood. It’s preferred habitat is warm, sunny
chalk downland with a low grass sward created by grazing, and it was on the southfacing slope that we saw this one.

The Wonder of Flowers by
Coral Mather

The eggs are laid singly from April to late June on a number of typical downland
plants, including Wild Strawberry which is the caterpillar’s (larva’s) main food
plant. After about ten days the caterpillar hatches, and spins itself a covering of silk
under which it lives, emerging only a short way to feed on the leaf on which the egg
was laid. When it is about twenty days old it draws the edges of the leaf together and
lives within that shelter. This stage lasts about eight weeks, after which it forms a
pupa (or chrysalis) in a cocoon at the base of the food plant and which lasts for nine
months. The adult emerges the following April/May, and has a short life of only
about twenty days. My thanks to Rob Eadie for the instant identification. Bill
Young
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