KEEP YOUR DOG
ON A LEAD!
Distraught dog owners looked on as a shepherd was forced
to shoot their animal that was out of control and worrying
a flock of sheep near Chichester. The dog had been let off
in a field shortly before dusk on Sunday with the owners
unaware that sheep were present. They tried to get the dog
to return and as the shepherd insisted that he must shoot
the animal as it had apparently started to maul the sheep,
police were called. Officers persuaded the shepherd to hold
off while a concerted effort was made to retrieve the dog,
but it was in vain and the shepherd was permitted to take a
clear shot, which he did. Sergeant Tom Carter said “This
was desperately sad. The owners are a genuine, responsible
couple and had not realised that sheep were in the field.
However, by the time that this became clear, the dog was
out of control and would not respond to commands and
couldn't be caught. The owners are distraught, but accept
that the action taken was necessary and proportionate to
the threat posed. Although no sheep were killed, it will be a
while before any effects might be noticed and the owners
have agreed to pay compensation for losses. We urge
people to keep their dogs on a lead while they are walking
around livestock. So often in these incidents owners are
horrified by what their dogs have done, but they have to
accept that even the most docile of pets can quickly turn
into a killer given the opportunity”. Sussex Police.

INTERACTIVE WWII LEARNING EXPERIENCE FOR
SINGLETON & WEST DEAN SCHOOLS (SEE PAGE 6)

The popular East Dean Village Fete will be held on Saturday 10th
June. Please w rite this date in you r diaries an d
calendars now!
It’s the time of year when people traditionally think about spring
cleaning their homes. If you are about to de-clutter your rooms,
then please ask yourself this question before you throw anything
away. “Could this item be donated to the East Dean Church Fete
to raise money for the parish?”
Items for the Bric-a-Brac stall, clothing, household, furnishings,
books, CDs, DVDs or bottles for the Tombola will be very much
appreciated. If you do not have room to store your items until the
Fete, we will be happy to collect them. Please call Robert or
Wendy Heather on 811608.

Please note Singleton Fete is now confirmed as on…

Saturday 2nd September
WALK FOR ST WILFRID’S HOSPICE! SUPPORT PATIENTS
LIVING WITH A TERMINAL ILLNESS (SEE PAGE 4)

...on the Cricket Field.
All details to be confirmed in due course, but please make a diary
note of this. Singleton Fete Committee.

WEST DEAN
STORES &
TEA ROOMS

Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EY, 01243 811251

www.thepartridgeinn.co.uk

Monday: 7am - 5pm
Tuesday: Half Day: 7am - 1pm
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7am - 5pm
Saturday: 8am - 4pm
Sunday: 8:30am – 1pm

*Pie & Pint every
Wednesday - £11.50
(*Selected Beers, Draught Minerals or a
125ml of House Wine)

01243 818222

MARCH 12th IS
DOGGIE FUN DAY

Hope to see you
there!

...with Luigi our Singleton Dog
Trainer– There are limited places
please book early!

www.westdeanstores.co.uk
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Useful Telephone
Numbers
Valley Parish (Rev. Kevan Robinson)
East Dean Football Club
East Dean Fete
East Dean PC Clerk
East Dean Village Hall
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
Lavant Road Pharmacy
Local Police
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean
Police (Local Officer)
Singleton Fete
Singleton Parish Council Chairman
Singleton School
Singleton Tearooms
Singleton Village Hall
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Office
Shop
West Dean College
West Dean Fete
West Dean Gardens
West Dean PC Clark
West Dean School
West Dean Stores

The Team

01243 811213
07944 036709
01243 811608
07918 631987
01243 811358
01243 527264
01243 380185
101
TBA
01243 TBA
01243 811451
01243 TBA
077754 06782
01243 818037
01243 811786
01243 811679
01243 811899
01243 811453
01243 811363
01243 811020
01243 811301
01243 811247
01243 818221
01243 266092
01243 811247
01243 818222

FUNTINGTON PLAYERS
present

‘WE’LL ALWAYS HAVE PARIS’
by Jill Hyem
4th – 8th April 2017 at the Village Hall, West Ashling

Three old school friends of a ‘certain age’ gravitate to Paris. There’s
Nancy, a retired headmistress, Anna, recently widowed after years of
nursing a demanding sick husband and Raquel, a divorcee in search of
eternal youth and a new toy-boy. Add a rabidly Anglophobic French
landlady and a resting actor-come-handyman, and you have a heartwarming comedy of self-discovery and friendship.
Tickets are available either on line at www.ticketsource.co.uk/
funtington players or by telephoning 07565 464271
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Ted Salmon, Editor
editor@valleydiary.org
07423 117091
David Mather, Advertising &
Accounts
david@valleydiary.org
01243 811451
Chris Kelly, Distribution
chris@valleydiary.org
01243 811833
John Elliott, Inserts

john.elliott811929@btopenworld.com

01243 811786

The Distribution Team
East Dean
Tim Weeks
Pearl O’Leary
Charlton
Penny Buchan
Maggie Russell
Singleton
Sue Millar
Jane Penny
Heather Kaminski
West Dean
Carol Corbett
Jonalyn Mills
Geoff Osborne
Victoria Muggeridge
Micky Johns
Binderton
Barbara Boxall
Chilgrove
Peter Rice
Strettington
John Elliott
The legal bit: W e (The Va lley Dia r y Tea m )
make every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any error
in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by the
businesses or individuals appearing in its pages. In
short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

THE OWL, THE TROWEL
AND THE PUSSYCAT
A Poem by Francis
The owl and pussycat did not go to sea,
Of that I am absolutely sure.
The Tawny hates the ocean,
And the pussycat hates him more.
Can you imagine what would have happened,
If those two sailed off to sea?
Before rounding the Isle of Wight Needles,
He'd have had the owl for tea!
The story has become distorted,
With retelling over the years.
But I know what really happened,
So please, ''pin back your ears".
They both worked at the castle,
The cat, head gardener there.
The owl, an intelligence officer,
For each other they had not a care.
The King was normally pleasant,
But this day, his mood was quite foul.
His moat had turned rather gungey,
And so he summoned the owl.
In turn, he put the cat to work,
His task, the moat to clear.
But with only his trowel and buckets,
It took him well over a year.
But the King was still very critical,
So what was the poor cat to do?
For in spite of all of his efforts,
The moat retained a green hue.
Poor old puss was in real trouble,
He must write a report and say,
Why the King's moat was so green,
But he got a tip-off that day.
It came from an unlikely source,
In fact it was the King's daughter,
She said, ''after we tiddle at night,
The maids throw it into that water''.
Then the Princess quietly whispered,
''The owl said it's alright,
So gallons of it I believe,
Go into the moat every night''!
The cat then produced his report,
With the title writ large on the cover.
He had used his native Saxon of course,
But the Norman clerk wrote in another.
So you see it was wrongly translated,
It never said, 'pea green boat',
Instead, ''the owl, must not let the pee,
Create a pea green moat''.
For his efforts the cat was knighted,
And the princess took his name.
But the rotten old owl, threw in the towel,
And was never seen again.

DOWN ON
RED BUCKET
FARM

BE A STAR FOR
ST WILFRID’S
HOSPICE

Before Christmas I did readings
and signed books at the Star and
Garter in East Dean and at
Boxgrove Stores. Thanks to those
two events and a third really big
one down at Fareham Snooker
Club in Hampshire, I was able to
give £115 towards a massive total
of £2,000 donated to two breast
cancer support groups. So a big
thank you to those who
supported these events. I am
happy to continue donating from
books sold locally which are
available at all of the above, or
down here at the Pheasantry,
East Dean. Francis.

Registration is now open for the St
Wilfrid’s Hospice ninth annual
Moonlight Walk. This fun and friendly
fundraising event offers the choice of
either a 5 or 10 mile sponsored walk
starting from the Westgate Leisure
Centre in Chichester. The route takes in
Centurion Way, the Roman Walls and
Bishop’s Palace Gardens which will be
beautifully lit with glow sticks.
The Walk takes place on Saturday 6th
May starting at 10pm. Participants
choose to walk with friends or family to
remember loved ones, or just to
contribute towards a good cause. There
is a £15 entry fee which includes a Tshirt, refreshments, a light breakfast and
even a relaxing massage at the end!
It is hoped that entrants’ own
fundraising efforts will raise at least
another £50 to help St Wilfrid’s continue
to support patients living with a terminal
illness, as well as their family and
friends.
An incredible £70,000 was raised at last
year’s Moonlight Walk, and the
Fundraising Team is hoping to exceed
that amount this year.
The deadline for registration is Friday
21st April, and the Hospice has
partnered with Everyday Hero to help
make individual fundraising even easier.
If you are interested in walking or
helping as a volunteer, call the
Fundraising Team on 01243 755827,
email moonlightwalk@stwh.co.uk or
visit www.stwh.co.uk/moonlight
The Moonlight Walk is kindly sponsored
by Everyone Active, The Chichester
Observer, and South Downs Water.
St Wilfrid’s Hospice, Chichester,
www.stwh.co.uk

HAVE YOUR SAY!
From time to time, we at the
sharp end receive suggestions
and questions in passing and by
the time tomorrow comes, all is
forgotten and the suggestion or
question is buried without trace!
Which is a shame, because they
might be good suggestions which
could make The Valley Diary
better.
We at The Valley Diary want to
hear what you have to say.
Is it going in the right direction?
Is the content interesting?
What do you have to say?
To hear nothing at all from you is
not satisfactory - and certainly
not encouraging, so please let us
have your thoughts, suggestions
and questions.
editor@valleydiary.org
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HALF A CENTURY IN CHILGROVE
Peter Rice
I have been talking to Fred and Joyce Stanford at Brick Kiln Cottages, where they
have lived for the past 51 years. This is longer than anyone else in the village.
Joyce was born before the War at Myrtle Grove, near Littlehampton. Her father
was a tractor driver who never liked to stay in one place for long and the family
also lived at Pulborough, Brighton and Pagham. Returning to Chilgrove in 1956,
Joyce renewed her childhood friendship with Fred and in 1959 they married. For
seven years they lived at Terry's cottages and then settled down at Brick Kiln. They
are still there 51 years later. Fred's father was a baker in George St, Chichester, but
then came up to Chilgrove, working in the woods and living at Stonerocks. This
was where Fred was born and when he left school at fourteen he started on the
farm at Staple Ash. In those days he had to master every skill, whether it was with
sheep, cattle or arable. There was still a pair of working horses to be managed.
Hedging and ditching can't have been fun on hard winter days but Fred recalls
that working with your mates and having a laugh lightened many tasks. The whole
family remembers how good it was to work with Harold Loten.
Joyce and Fred have seen great change in Chilgrove. In the first years at
Stonerocks, water came from the well and the washing was done in a boiler. Most
people worked on the land. They were a real community. Every cottage was part of
that community and there were hardly any cars. Fred finally got one in 1966. Alf
and Edie Tribe were very kind neighbours and are specially remembered by
daughter Sue. It was the sharp eye of Alf whose plough turned up the evidence of
Chilgrove Roman Villa. Cricket matches, the Summer Fete, the potato harvest,
whist drives, the Harvest Supper and the Christmas Party marked the seasons.
This sense of a life shared with friends and neighbours has almost disappeared.
Now all farm work is done by contractors and there isn't a spud to be seen. Nearly
every cottage is owned or occupied by people who have no connection with the
land. I’m grateful to Fred and Joyce for reminding me of what life used to be like
and what a privilege it is to live in Chilgrove.

01730817359
07742874883
shaunthesweep@aol.com
Midhurst based
All types of chimneys swept
Birds’ nests removed
Brush and vacuum
No mess / No Fuss - Fully insured
Quality Painting &
Decorating
Interior
and Exterior

P D McCann
Professional
Specialist in Hand Painted furniture and Kitchens - Fire &
Flood Damage
General Repair & Maintenance
Free Estimate - MOD Approved
Experienced in large jobs
30 Years Experience - VAT EXEMPT!

01243 811441

MILESTONE
GARAGE
COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

01730 813148
Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance
All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
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WORLD WAR II LEARNING
FOR SINGLETON AND
WEST DEAN SCHOOLS
On Tuesday 14th February Singleton and West Dean Year 5 and 6 children joined
together to take part in an interactive World War Two Learning experience.
The day was run by Major Paul Knight, of the Royal Signals, who gave us a
wonderful insight in to World War Two. He brought with him; uniforms for us to
try on, Ration Packs for us to taste and allowed us to take part in a Q&A sessions
using his incredible knowledge.
The children worked collaboratively throughout and were a credit to both schools.
It was a fabulous opportunity for both classes to mix with new children and to
develop their social skills, whilst learning so much.

07899 753464

A huge thanks to Colonel Phil Harrison for organising such a wonderful event and
to Major Paul Knight for taking the time to come and spend a day with us. The
children had a great day, it was very worthwhile. Mr Todd
The children and staff were delighted to be able to host this exciting learning
opportunity, and the children learnt a lot from Major Knight. It was great to see
teachers from both our schools working together so well, and to see the children
interacting with one another so freely. In small schools, it is vital for children to
have opportunities to meet and learn alongside their peers form other schools,
particularly as they near secondary transition. The whole day was a big success:
our thanks go to everyone involved in making it happen. Mrs Moss.

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:



Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.



Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)



Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication



Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist



Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

Opening Hours
9am - 6pm Monday to Friday
9am - 11.30am
Saturdays

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/
Fortnightly

Ironing service a
speciality
Office: 023 9278 5868
Mobile: 07825 618121
References/
recommendations available
on request
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Summary of the East Dean Parish
Council meeting held on Monday 30th
January 2017 at East Dean Village Hall
Present: Jo n B ailie (Chairm an ), K ate Shaw , Rob Chalm er s, Mar tin
Gibbard, John Holt, Peter West
In attendance:
Jeremy Hunt – West Sussex County Council, Henry Potter –
Chichester District Council, Susan Fairley - Parish Clerk, five parishioners
Apologies: Tim Callo w ay
Application for 20mph speed limit through the village: Chr is Dye fr om
WSCC attended the meeting to advise on why WSCC would not support any
application for a 20mph speed limit through the village. Chris explained that
strict criteria have to be met before WSCC would back any application to reduce
speeds to 20mph. In particular, average speeds must already be below 23.9mph
and as average speeds in East Dean were recently measured and are slightly above
this level they would not support our application.
Other measures to reduce traffic speeds were discussed with Chris (e.g., a different
coloured road surface and the placement of gateways at the entrances to the
village). However, it is not clear that these measures are effective and there is
little chance of East Dean receiving any funding to support any such actions.
A27 re-consultation: Jo n B ailie atten ded a m eetin g of Par ish
Councillors from the Chichester area with Andrew Tyrie MP where the possibility
of reopening the consultation process for the proposed A27 Chichester bypass was
discussed. The Parish Council noted that it is opposed to the reopening of the
consultation process and has written to Chris Grayling, the Secretary of State for
Transport, to inform him of this.
Operation Watershed: A chequ e w as r eceived fr om W SCC ’s Operation
Watershed to fund drainage work which has been carried out at the foot of Court
Hill. Surface water was flooding residents’ gardens and flowing onto Main Road
after heavy rain. It is hoped that the work that has now been completed will help
prevent this happening in future.
Precept: a precept of £1,200 has been applied for the financial year 2017/18. This
is the same amount as for the financial year 2016/17.
Resilience meeting: Mo r e than tw en ty-five East Dean residents attended a
recent WSCC-organised defibrillator re-familiarisation and resilience meeting.
The village has been offered more resilience training and there is an appetite to
take WSCC up on this offer.
Mobile Post Office: This currently visits Singleton and West Dean. It has been
previously requested to visit to East Dean as many residents from the village use
this facility. Jon Bailie has written to the Post Office to request that East Dean
becomes part of its rota.

Date of next meeting: 15 M ay AGM 7.00 pm , P arish Co u ncil
meeting 7.30, East Dean Village Hall
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SINGLETON
VILLAGE HALL
Our attractive Village Hall is for hire

Skittle Alley for Hire
Well equipped kitchen
Reasonable rates
All you need for your
event

Please contact Sue
Saunders on 01243
811365

SOUTHDOWNS
TAXI SERVICE
Throughout The
Valley and beyond
Pre-Booked Only

Please ring
Andy Doyle

01243 811511
Homeopath

SALLY NUNN
L.C.C.H., R.S.Hom., FSDSHom

4 St. John’s Street, Chichester
59 High Street, Arundel

01903 884466
www.sallynunn.com
e-mail: homeopathy@sallynunn.com
REGISTERED WITH THE SOCIETY OF
HOMEOPATHS

Singleton Scoop!
News from Singleton Church of England Primary School
This half term has absolutely flown by and we have had such a fun filled 7 weeks
here at Singleton School. It has been jam packed full of learning and fun
throughout the school. We started our ‘Year of Science’ in January and as a result
we have had many interesting assemblies about different scientists. From Brian
Cox to William Harvey we have learnt about a variety of different scientists and
inventors. We were very lucky to have Mr Deal come to talk to us about the future
of driverless cars. It was incredibly interesting and informative.
As part of the Chichester school initiative our Year 5 and 6 pupils took part in an E
-Safety workshop at the March. It was great to see them growing in their
understanding of what it means to be safe online. They made videos to make
people aware of what E-Safety is and how they should stay safe while surfing in
our ever modernising world.
At the beginning of this month we had a visit from the NSPCC to talk to the
children about the importance of Stranger Danger and to improve the
understanding of the term ‘Trusted Adult’. The children all enjoyed the visit, and
learnt a great deal.
Each week three of our pupils take part in Viola lessons at school with Alex
Urquhart. This has been a continuation from last year when Beech Class took part
in the Key 2 Music whole class Viola lessons. This month Mel, Seth and Martha
gave a whole school performance. It was wonderful to see how the children have
progressed and how much they are still enjoying the music.
In a wonderful end to our fantastic first half term FROGSS held a film and Disco
night. It was a wonderful occasion with many pupils taking part. The staff had
never heard of ‘Trolls’ before but are now experts.

SCHOOL
GROUNDS
MORNING
9.30 – 12.00
Saturday 11th March
We are holding a School Grounds
Morning in an attempt to tidy up our
school grounds in preparation for the
construction of our Spiritual Space. We
would be very grateful of any
volunteers, especially if anyone has any
willow weaving experience. Please let
the school office know if you are
available to come and help us out. Tea
and Biscuits will be provided!

WORLD WAR TWO
PEACE PARTY
1.30 – 2.30
Thursday 30th March
Oak class will be hosting a Peace Tea
Party to celebrate coming to the end of
their local study topic. They will be
displaying and sharing some of the
work they have created over the past
term. They will also be serving tea,
coffee and their war time recipes. All
proceeds will go to the school. It would
be wonderful to see lots of local faces,
especially if anyone has any experience
or artefacts dating back to the 1940s.
Please contact the school office if you
intend on coming so we can send more
details nearer the time.

East Dean
Village Hall
The original village hall has been sensitively
restored and modernised to include a catering
standard kitchen and full disabled access.
With its own car park it is suitable for
almost any occasion.

To book the Hall, or arrange to see it,
phone Jill Mountford 01243 811358

www.eastdeanhall.co.uk

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
Showroom & Workshop
Located at Binderton Nr Lavant
Main dealers for many makes
Fast reliable service
Advice & Discounted machines
Part exchange taken
Collection & delivery offered
See website

www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003

Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired Heating Engineer

01798 344213 - 07779 113343
Caytonsltd@gmail.com
www.caytonsltd.com
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WEST DEAN TEA
AND CHAT
Are you an older
person living in the
valley who would
enjoy meeting with
others in pleasant
surroundings?
Come and join us at
West Dean Gardens
restaurant or The
Dean (check Diary) on
alternate Mondays,
fortnightly from
10.30am to
12.00noon. Come and
find out more and let
us know the kind of
activities and
opportunities that
would benefit you and
your community. For
further information
(ladies and gentlemen
of retirement age)
please contact Barbara
Boxall on 01243
839785

CHICHESTER CONSERVATION
VOLUNTEERS Tasks for MARCH
LAVINGTON: Sunday 12th:
Conservation – Heathland
Management on Lavington Common
with Scott Robertson of the Chichester
Conservation Volunteers from 10am.
01243 552113 or 07815 021331
PETWORTH: Sunday 26th:
Conservation – Woodland
Management with Richard Wilson of
the Chichester Conservation
Volunteers on The Mens from 10am.
01243 528056
RSPB Events for MARCH
BURPHAM: Sunday 5th: Morning Bird
Walk on The Burgh with Chris Furlepa
of the RSPB Chichester Local Group.
Meet end at T junction at top of hill,
Map Ref: TQ042096 at 9.30am.
NUTBOURNE: Tuesday 14th: Morning
Bird Walk on Nutbourne Marsh with
Carole Griffiths of the RSPB. Meet end
of Farm Lane, Map Ref: SU775054 at
10am.
CHICHESTER: Thursday 23rd:
Illustrated Talk by Brian Nobbs on
‘Food for the Birds – Eat In or Take
Away’ to the RSPB Chichester Local
Group at The Pallant Suite, Masonic
Hall, South Pallant, Chichester at
7.30pm. Entrance £3.50
ARUNDEL: Saturday 25th: Morning
Bird Walk around The Dover with
David Hart of the RSPB Chichester
Local Group. Meet at far end of the
lane, Map Ref: SU061064 at 9.30am
SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST
Events for MARCH
CHICHESTER: Tuesday 28th:
Illustrated Talks by local wildlife
enthusiasts/photographers to the
Sussex Wildlife Trust, Friends Meeting
House, Priory Road, Chichester at
7.30pm: Entrance £2: wheelchair
access

Maria Wildman

01243 262833
wildthings2@waitrose.com

BERRY STONEWORK
SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE BRICKWORK

RESTORATION CONSERVATION
RENOVATION

DUNCAN BERRY
duncanpberry@gmail.com
PHONE

07557 515314
01243 539279

MIDHURST
LOGS
2yrs Seasoned Hardwood
Cut and Split to order
Est. Since 1992

Call for current prices
Free Local Delivery
Tel: 01730 815302 or 07787
565544

Clock conservation
restoration & repair

Jon Butt Bsc (Hons) T. 023 92 631836
E. hello@jonbuttclocks.co.uk
www.jonbuttclocks.co.uk
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Thieves target vehicles at beauty
spot car parks across Chichester
District. We are urging drivers to
be vigilant following 70 reported
break-ins to cars and vans from
across the district since the
beginning of the year.

WEST DEAN NEWS
Modernism, Retreat
and Rebellion
by Dr Hope Wolf

Offenders have been visiting beauty spot car parks
during the day and smashing windows to gain entry
to the vehicles as well as causing damage to locks and doors. Various items such as
handbags, laptops, hair straighteners and even a birthday cake have been stolen.
Chidham Lane, Kingley Vale, Cocking Hill and South Harting car parks amongst
others have been targeted. Sergeant Chris White said: "We are increasing our
patrols of the area at various different times of the day, but there are some things
that visitors can do to help deter thieves. The best advice is to not leave anything
of value in your vehicle, especially not on display. In the unfortunate event that
you do return to your car and find that it has been broken into, please make sure
you report it as soon as possible through our website or by calling 101. In an
emergency you can always call 999."

APP LAUNCHED FOR STAFF AND OFFICERS ON
TIME TO TALK DAY
Everyone needs help from time to time and a new app has been launched to help
our own officers and staff when they need it. Sussex Police has made great strides
in addressing mental health, both for the public, and just as importantly with its
own employees. One in four people will suffer some form of mental health issue in
their lifetime - and those who work for the police are no different. An app has been
built, and launches with week, to help employees find the right help for
themselves and others if they are dealing with a mental health issue. Two years
ago the force signed Mind's Blue Light Pledge and in May last year launched the
mental health advocacy scheme. Today, Time to Talk day, the app Backup Buddy
can be used. Sergeant Garry Botterill, a response officer based in Chichester, came
up with the idea and took it to the force before developing it over the last few
months. The app features lots of information about mental health conditions and
signs to look for in yourself and others, as well as testimonials from staff members
themselves. You can read more about the app here: www.sussex.police.uk/news/
app-launched-for-staff-and-officers-on-time-to-talk-day

Wednesday 1st March
5.30pm to 7pm
FREE
Booking is essential: email
david.stent@westdean.org.uk
Artists’ Talks. Sussex Modernism:
Retreat and Rebellion , lecturer in
British Modernist Literature and coDirector of the Centre for Modernist
Studies, University of Sussex, and
curator of Sussex

The Family is a
Loaded Gun in
fiction
Tuesday 21st March
7.30pm to 9.30pm
Literary Salon Series. Authors Stephen
May and Martine McDonagh in
discussion

WANTED
Parents & Toddler Group
Does anyone have an old Rug or
large roll up Mat that they no
longer want? If so Little gems would love to hear from you! We need it
urgently to make a safe play area for small children. If you can help,
please contact Melanie on 01243 811213. Many thanks.

We clean your oven……so you
don’t have to

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor or Aga professionally
cleaned

ALL TYPES OF
GARDENING WORK

Phil Bateman
Landline: 01243 763000
Mobile: 07908 433946

Garden Shed and Household
Clearance

Strimming, Hedge Cutting, Lawn
Mowing, Shrub Pruning, New Borders
Created, etc… etc…

GARY

www.ovenwizards.com
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01243 811217
Mobile: 07977 346380

West Dean Pre-School
Nursery
Ages 2½ - 5
Monday to Friday
9.05am - 1pm
(Within the grounds of West Dean
Primary School)

PETWORTH FESTIVAL
Have you got your 2017 diary to hand? Make sure you save the dates for this year’s
Petworth Festival and Literary Weekend.
Summer Festival: Wednesday 12th - Saturday 29th July
Literary Weekend: Wednesday 1st - Sunday 5th November
Already a supporter?
Mid Feb: Preview and renewal information
Mid Mar: Exclusive launch parties
Mar / Apr: Priority booking

For

more information
phone

Paula
on

01243 811423
Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

Not a supporter?
Contact us
now info@petworthfestival.org.uk to
join in for 2017. Receive early Festival
information in the preview, take
advantage of exclusive launch parties
and priority booking with discounts on
ticket prices.
www.petworthfestival.org.uk - Box
Office opens to General Public Thursday
27th April www.petworthfestival.org.uk/booking Full details of 2017 line up available
from Thursday 23rd March.

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748

11

Our lent Lunch this year will be held
on Thursday 23rd March from 12 noon at Singleton
Village Hall. Delicio u s hom e -made soup will be
on offer, along with bread rolls, cheese and fruit.
There will be a guest speaker and the children of
Singleton primary school will be coming to entertain us with singing. All proceeds
will go to charity. All welcome. Please come along and invite your friends!

MOTHER’S DAY WEST DEAN
GARDENS
26th March, 9am – 5pm
www.westdean.org.uk
West Dean Gardens is the perfect
destination for an enjoyable family day out
on Mother’s Day (Sunday 26th March) to
admire the show-stopping displays of over
500,000 naturalised spring bulbs. For this
special day only the gardens are offering
mothers FREE entry and a complimentary
bunch of daffodils. Children go FREE all year round. Bring the whole family,
including the dog, for a leisurely stroll through the emerging daffodils, crocuses
and cowslips throughout the grounds and wild flower meadows. Explore the
award-winning Sunken Garden at the eastern end of the Edwardian pergola and
admire the fruit trees coming into blossom amid a carpet of primroses in the
Walled Garden.
The Victorian glasshouses will be showing new growth on the peach, nectarines
and vines and in the Kitchen Garden see the first protected plantings under
cloches and the new plantings in the vegetable frames.
Explore the peaceful arboretum with its fine collection of trees and abundant
spring displays of rhododendrons and azaleas and enjoy the breathtaking views of
the South Downs and West Dean College. Afterwards browse the unique gifts and
greetings cards in the Visit England-endorsed Gardens Shop and enjoy a delicious
cream tea in the Gardens Restaurant.
West Dean is offering a special Hello Spring! gardens pass for a limited period to
encourage everyone to enjoy the Great Outdoors. The pass is available to purchase
at £17 (Adult) from 1 March and is valid until 31 May. Visit just twice and the pass
will pay for itself. Children's gardens entry is free all year round (accompanied by
an adult and excludes special events). Free parking. Free admission to Shop and
Restaurant. Dogs on short leads welcome.

Specialist CACI Clinic
As a highly experienced practitioner, I can offer CACI treatments at
my treatment room in Lavant or in the comfort of your home.
 Tightens, lifts & tones facial muscles
 Softens fine lines
 Improves the skins appearance

 The UK’s most popular non-surgical
anti-ageing treatment
 Over 20 years medical research, proven
results & celebrity endorsements

I also offer:
Facials, waxing, reflexology, massage, manicures, pedicures, pamper parties

Karyn: 07769 183908
e: karyn@beauty-onthemove.co.uk
w: beauty-onthemove.co.uk
12
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QATAR GOODWOOD CUP UPGRADED TO GROUP 1
Goodwood Racecourse is thrilled to announce that the Qatar Goodwood Cup has
been granted Group 1 status by the European Pattern Committee. Subsequently,
the Qatar Goodwood Cup has also been moved forward to Tuesday 1st August and
the Qatar Nassau Stakes will now take place on Thursday 3rd August. Consistently
the second best race of its type (behind Ascot’s Gold Cup) on official ratings, the
Qatar Goodwood Cup is now the only Group 1 race of two miles in the UK.
Previously a Group 2, the upgrade to the Qatar Goodwood Cup is the result of a
BHA review of the staying programme and follows a strong application from
Goodwood’s management. As part of their long-term financial investment, Qatar
has committed to match fund further increases in prize money and the Group 1
Qatar Goodwood Cup will now be run for a total prize fund of at least £500,000
(up from £310,000 in 2016). In 2017 Goodwood will be investing an additional
£300,000 in prize money across all of its fixtures with a particular emphasis
placed at the lower level races ensuring fantastic and rewarding opportunities for
owners at all levels of the sport.
Alex Eade, General Manager of Goodwood Racecourse, said; “Elevating the Qatar
Goodwood Cup to Group 1 status is something that we have been very keen to
happen for a number of years. Alongside the other changes made to the pattern,
we hope that our race will now cement its position as part of a high-profile
programme for stayers across Europe and provide yet another tantalising clash of
the generations on the beautiful summer turf of the Sussex Downs. These changes
create a specific focus for each individual day, all part of our ambitious plan to
deliver the best raceweek experience in the world. The changes will include
switching the Group 1 Qatar Goodwood Cup to the opening day of the Festival on
the Tuesday, positioning the Group 1 Qatar Nassau as the principal race on the
Thursday and moving the Group 3 Gordon Stakes to the Saturday. This will help
us to grow attendances where we have capacity, which is not just beneficial to
Goodwood, but also supports racing’s objective of building its audience and
profile. With our long term partnership with Qatar we are also able to significantly
increase the prize money on offer this season and it is an important point that this
new money will not just sit at the top end but trickle down to the grassroots of our
race programme. The two ends of the sport do not exist in isolation and an
ecosystem needs a balanced approach to ensure all parts of it remain healthy,
supporting the whole.”

Careful & competent

WINDOW
CLEANING
STEPHEN PINE

Please ask for a quotation
stephennpine@gmail.com

01243 786816
07887 752056
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NEWS FROM THE
WEALD AND
DOWNLAND OPEN
AIR MUSEUM

Sussex Wildlife Trust
Levin Down Update
Ann Griffiths
Nearly ready to spring forward and already
plants and wildlife are beginning to get
ready. Whilst flowers and butterflies are
not yet showing in any number, birds are
becoming active. Two of the largest species
that can be seen from Levin Down are the
Common Buzzard and the Raven – from
their calls, could they be named the cat
and dog ? Since 2000 Common Buzzards
have nested in every UK County, and now the buzzard is our
commonest raptor having re-colonised all the areas occupied in the 1800s. It is most easily recognised from its call described as a “mewing” (cat like) and its characteristic
soaring at height. They are variable in colour from all dark
brown to much paler variations, all have dark wingtips and a
finely barred tail (see illustration from RSPB). The Raven is
not common but can be seen sometimes. The raven is the
biggest member of the crow family. It is all black with a large
bill, and long wings. In flight, it shows a diamond-shaped
tail (see illustration from RSPB). Ravens breed mainly in the
west and north although they are currently expanding their
range eastwards. Most birds are residents, though some
birds - especially non-breeders and young birds - wander
from their breeding areas but do not travel far. There call is
a characteristic croaking or even “barking” (dog like), but
they are also said to mimic other calls. If you have any other
information about the reserve or wildlife sightings please
ring 01273 492630.

LIVING WELL WITH DEMENTIA
FESTIVAL 2017
We are delighted to announce the following session in March
for our part in the 2017 Living Well with Dementia Festival.
The session will run 2.30pm – 4pm, we will explore the topic
for around 45 minutes and then chat informally over tea and
cake.

Explore the Gridshell Artefact
Store
Saturday 18th March 2017
During this session you will have the chance to look around
the Museum store, which holds over 15,000 artefacts. We
have the contents of some whole workshops (such as coopers
shop) and other objects are donated individually. This
session requires limited walking inside the store and there is
parking very nearby.

MOTHERING
SUNDAY

ROAD
POTHOLES

SUNDAY 26 MARCH 2017
10.30am - 4.00pm
Celebrate Mothering Sunday and the start of spring at the
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum.
Mothering Sunday is a fantastic time to visit the Museum,
with new-born lambs and spring buds bursting into life –
come and enjoy the South Downs in springtime!
You can explore our collection of 50 historic buildings, see
brewing and baking in the authentic Tudor kitchen, meet our
Shire horses and see traditional breed farm animals.
Historical demonstrations at the Museum will help visitors
to discover rural life through the ages with a range of
activities.

www.wealddown.co.uk

811363

DEALING WITH POTHOLES VIA.
WSCC HIGHWAYS DIVISION
We’d like to bring to your attention the 'lovewestsussex’ app.
This is downloadable onto a mobile phone or tablet from Apps
Stores for Android, iOS & Blackberry & enables a member of
the public to get directly to WSCC to report any problem they
may come across with regard to the state of the roads or
footpaths or verges etc.
The app has the facility to take a photo of the offending item to
accompany the problem along with a map to pinpoint the spot.
You will get an initial response & then a follow up message
after the problem has been identified, hopefully to your
satisfaction.
This is the preferred method of contact and one that works
very well, and efficiently.

FOR SALE

DISTRIBUTION

DOUBLE DECK SINGLE PHASE PIZZA OVEN

Help! Please do come forward if you can help us just a little bit
with distribution of The Valley Diary in Charlton. It won’t take
long. And it’s only once a month. And you’ve been saying that
you need some exercise!
If you can help, please contact John Elliott on 811786

Total 2 x 4 X 12" pizzas

jackelza@aol.com
01243 814179
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CHICHESTER
FESTIVAL THEATRE
2017 PROGRAMME
JUST ANNOUNCED

SAD NEWS FROM
THE MUSEUM
STABLES

As we go to print the CFT
programme is announced for
2017.
Sir Ian McKellen, Omid Djalili, Marcia
Gay Harden, and Richard Wilson are
some of the stars announced playing in
great new productions, ranging from
The Fiddler on the Roof to King Lear.
Booking is from 25th February for
Friends and from 4th March for the
public.
This is the first season for Executive
Director Rachel Tackley and Artistic
Director Daniel Evans who have a
formidable team to follow from last
year.

FOR SALE
Maclaren 'Volo' lightweight
foldable buggy complete with
storm cover and carrying strap.
Owners Manual provided. Colour
Festival Fuchsia. vgc. £30. Mobile

07970 504306

THE STORY OF A LEAKY BOILER…
After Church services each Sunday we usually serve coffee/tea
and biscuits or cake etc., as a time of getting to know folks and
building up friendships. With growing congregations the one
small kettle in each Church was not adequate to cope with the
demand for instant boiling water, so I found myself bidding on eBay at midnight
for a bargain boiler (tea urn)!
This lovely 10L boiler has done us proud for almost 2 years and has stood up to
being transported around and bashed about in the process. Not surprisingly now;
it’s started to break down. During a busy time with 75 people waiting for coffee
after a baptism service, the boiler had a major leak and I almost electrocuted
myself in my haste to quickly switch it off, as electrical items do not sit well in a
pool of water!
It is time for a change; Kev and I agreed that what was needed is a new boiler urn
in each Church. (This will also make life easier for us as we don’t have so much to
transport each week.) I retreated to eBay and Amazon once again, but alas no
‘bargains’ to be found, however a half price sale means that we could buy 3 boilers
for £120. A formal plea is being issued to raise this money. I’m pleased to say after
2 weeks we have just enough to buy two-and-a-bit. If anyone would like to donate
a few pounds to cover the extra cost that would be wonderful. Please call me on
01243 811213. Please remember that every little helps. A huge thank you to
everyone who has already contributed. I will be really grateful to get rid of the
leaky Boiler! With thanks, Melanie.

It is with great sadness that we made the
difficult decision to put Neville, our 27year-old Shire horse, to sleep on Friday
3rd February.
Heavy horses don’t usually live as long as
Neville. He suffered from arthritis and
had been slowly losing condition. I
sought the professional opinion of an
equine vet, who agreed that Neville’s
working life was over and that, as
responsible owners, we ought to think
about his quality of life and let him go
with dignity.
A firm favourite with staff, volunteers
and visitors alike, he was a forward going
horse who was always willing to work
hard and he taught many volunteers over
the years. All that knew him have many
memories – not always fond ones, as he
could be naughty and mischievous when
he felt like it.
Neville played a major role in the
Museum’s Heavy Horse Shows, his last
being in 2014, where he was put to a
WW1 horse-drawn ambulance. He loved
being groomed by children during
birthday parties and, up until a couple of
years ago, worked at our heavy horse
courses, such as ploughing and driving.
He attended many events, including the
Portsmouth Heavy Horse Weekend and
also local school events and fetes.
Donated to the Museum by the Zeuners,
he was at the Museum for over 20 years.
His presence will be hard to replace at
the stables – if ever. He was a true legend
in his lifetime and he will be sorely
missed.
Thanks for your understanding at this
difficult time.
Mark Buxton, Museum Horseman

Your local community Museum

Upcoming events

 Dementia-Friendly Museum Session: Gridshell Artefact Store, 18 March
 Mothering Sunday, 26 March
 Food & Folk Festival, 29 April -1 May

Become a member
Benefits of annual membership include free
admission (inc. special events), Museum
magazines and 10% discount in our shop.

Courses & learning
We run an exciting range of courses in
traditional rural trades and crafts, plus historic
building conservation.

Volunteers needed
Thinking of volunteering? There are positions
from the Museum’s shop and office, to animal
care and much more! Flexible hours to suit
your lifestyle and full training provided. Come
and join our friendly team!

Venue hire
Room hire is available for parties, weddings,
wakes, functions and business use. Our fields
are also available for hire for e.g. car club
meetings and equine events.

www.wealddown.co.uk | 01243 811363
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PETER JAMES’ GRACE
Neighbourhood
Watch Patron and
best selling, crime
thriller writer Peter
James is making a
real difference to
support police
officers and their
families in Sussex.

FESTIVAL DELAYED
The date of the 2017 Goodwood Festival
of Speed has been moved because of
a change to the Formula 1 calendar. The
motoring weekend will now take place
from June 29th to July 2nd, 2017,
Goodwood confirmed.

NOTICE TO
ADVERTISERS

Peter presented a cheque
for £10,000 to Ch Supt Di
Roskilly chair of the Sussex
Police Charitable Trust
earlier this month.
Peter said: “All year round I raise money for a number of charities I support,
through donating my fees from events I do, and occasionally auctioning names in
my books on behalf of the charities. Sussex Police has always been enormously
supportive to me, and I try every year to give something back to them, in any way I
can. Our police do an extraordinary and often difficult job, and I believe they are a
major part of the glue that holds civilised life together. We need them more than
ever in the difficult times our world is facing.”
The Trust offers a helping hand to Sussex Police officers, staff, special constables,
pensioners and dependant family members in their hour of need.
Peter, is best known for his international best-selling Roy Grace titles which have
sold 16 million copies worldwide as well as stand-alone titles such as The House
on Cold Hill and Perfect People. His novella, The Perfect Murder has been
adapted for the stage and is currently touring the UK.
Peter said: “Almost every police officer I have ever met has told me at some point
in his or her career, their life has been on the line. They are not highly paid and
they are not superhuman, and they sometimes go through the difficult times and
personal tragedies as we all do. I am very proud to have been made co-patron,
along with the Chief Constable, of this wonderful organisation, the Sussex Police
Charitable Trust, which does incredible work for our local police.”

BRIDGE THE SOCIAL GAP
The (very) informal Bridge Group continues to meet at 2pm each Tuesday
in The Partridge Inn. Numbers vary, as does the quality of play, but if you
want to play occasionally let us add your name to the list.
Please ring Di on 07759 565703 or David on 01243 811451
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Please note that several invoices
remain to be paid. Please pay asap to
avoid further chasing...thank you.

LOCAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

CARE
SUPPORT
WORKERS
Full Time & Bank
www.livingwithdignity.co.uk
Dignity in Singleton provides care and
support for adults with learning
disabilities and needs local people with
local knowledge to get alongside people
living here to access local opportunities.
Experience in care is clearly preferable,
but we do have a training programme for
staff, so not having a background in care
is no barrier.
We have early shifts, late shifts, waking
nights - we’d love to talk with you.
Please give Joy a call for an
informal chat 811482 (Option 6)

SINGLETON
PARISH COUNCIL
WEBSITE
Please take a look at our website
which tells you everything you
need to know about your local
Parish Council.
You will find information on:
Meetings – including agendas and
draft minutes
Councillors – who they are and
what they do
Policies – how we conduct our
business
Budget & expenditure – how we
spend our precept and grants
Resilience – including water
emergencies
Getting involved – meeting dates
& Councillor vacancies

www.singletonparishcouncil.co.uk

MEN’S BREAKFAST
& CAP MONEY
Peter Sutton
peter@ppsutton.co.uk
I run two charitable events. Firstly, a
monthly men’s breakfast, open to all. It
provides a chance for men to gather
together and talk, share and listen to
an inspirational speaker with a great
breakfast as well. This month
the Bishop of Lewes – Richard
Jackson will be speaking. People need
to contact me to book -It’s £5 and the
venue is Weatherspoons in Chichester.
Secondly, I am the local co-ordinator
for the CAP Money course. This course
is aimed at those either struggling to
budget or just wanting to improve
money management. This free 3
session course is for anyone,
irrespective of income, financial
circumstances or knowledge. It aims to
improve money management, tailored
specifically to individual needs and
enables people to successfully budget
and keep out of debt.

MOBILE POST OFFICE

WEST DEAN STORES, WEST DEAN
MONDAYS: 12.45pm to 2.00pm
THURSDAYS: 12.45pm to 2.00pm

THE PARTRIDGE INN, SINGLETON
MONDAYS 2.15pm to 4pm

Noel Reidy, Mobile Postmaster, Operating from Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779

THE DEAN AT WEST DEAN
Pub-Restaurant
B&B 01243 811465
We are happy to announce the Dean has changed hands
and is being relaunched by Millie and her better half!

PUB - RESTAURANT - B&B

Wednesday: Pie and a
pint night~ £10
Thursday: Locals night:
Three course set menu for
just £13

Do you live in the Parish of
Singleton & Charlton?
Do you take an active interest in
your community and want to
make a difference?
Why not become a member the
Parish Council.
We have 2 vacancies and are keen
to co-opt new Councillors.
If interested and for further
information please contact the
Clerk and look at the ‘Become a
Councillor’ pages on our website.
www.singletonparishcouncil.co.uk
singletonparishcouncil1@gmail.com

SCHEDULE CHANGES
Please note that the following adjustment has been made to
the Mobile Post Office times at venues in The Valley.

Tuesday: Steak night:
Steak, fries, mushroom &
tomato only £10

SINGLETON
PARISH
COUNCIL
NOTICE OF
VACANCY

Open Every Day for…
Breakfast 9 – 11.30am
Lunch 12 – 3pm
(Sunday 12 – 4pm)
Dinner 5.30 – 9.30pm

(no dinner service Sunday)
Email
thebar@thedeaninn.co.uk

Tel : 01243 811465 - www.thedeaninn.co.uk
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GOODWOOD JOINS FORCES WITH GOLFING4LIFE
Golf At Goodwood is delighted to
announce a partnership with
Golfing4Life (G4L), the newly launched
non-profit organisation set up to help the
development of young, talented golfers
that have demonstrated the desire and
ability to compete at the highest level.
This exciting partnership will mean Golf
At Goodwood will become a base for the
G4L golfers based in the south of
England. Whilst these players will
remain loyal to their home golf clubs,
Golf At Goodwood will give them the
opportunity to utilise its excellent
facilities to help further develop their
golfing aspirations.
James Byers, the founder of G4L, is
delighted to be able to call Golf At
Goodwood home. He said; “We are so
happy that Golf At Goodwood has
become our home in the south. This G4L hub will provide the perfect platform for
our players. The use of Trackman and national standard practice facilities will be
invaluable. Everything about Goodwood displays class and excellence and the
championship standard Downs course will provide the perfect challenge for our
players. Stuart Gillett and everyone connected to Goodwood have extended their
already magnificent support, we are truly thankful.”
Recent improvements to the Downs course have been very well received and the
course is a stiff test for any golfer, providing an ideal training location for these
exciting young golfers as they prepare for major championships. Alongside the
Park course and Academy, Goodwood’s facilities lend themselves to the
development of talent.
G4L’s Steve Orr, an England Regional Coach, said; “The Downs Course at
Goodwood is a wonderful test of golf and is a perfect championship challenge for
the young elite golfers that represent G4L. It certainly tests every facet of the game
and as a coach this is invaluable. The environment and facilities at Goodwood are
just perfect for nurturing the talent we have at G4L and I look forward to working
with the great team they have.”
Stuart Gillett, Golf At Goodwood General Manager, added: “We have been
involved with G4L since its inception through their support of Golf At Goodwood
Ambassador, Marco Penge, and so this is a natural transition for us. The work and
support put in by the G4L team is fantastic and is really beneficial to these young
golfers. This gives them the opportunity to play in events that they wouldn’t
normally be able to and also most importantly be able to concentrate on their golf
rather than worry about the cost.”
G4L players will have access to the Academy facilities at Golf At Goodwood,
which, as well as a fully equipped driving range and six-hole pitch and putt course,
offers state-of-the-art Trackman technology and a SAM Putt Lab studio.

SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS
## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##
FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 1QD

Tel: 01243 531298

www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Do you have LPG?
Qualified in all your LPG domestic cooker &
boiler installation, servicing needs

Plus LPG swimming pool boilers
Please see main advert for other services
T/A Bletchley Spas & Pools,
Brightside, Singleton, West
Sussex, PO18 0EX

01243 811960
07941 039378

M N ELECTRICAL
Electrical Installation and
Design
Inspection and Testing
From a new socket to a
complete rewire
NICEIC Approved Contractor

Call 01243 573790
Clive 07932 623763
SINGLETON’S OWN

DEFIBRILLATOR
THERE IS NOW A
DEFIBRILLATOR IN THE
TELEPHONE BOX NEXT TO
THE SINGLETON VILLAGE
HALL AND OPPOSITE
SINGLETON SCHOOL
Arrangements are in hand through
SPC to explain how it all works
through the PC....watch this space

DAYBREAK ON THE RIVER
A Poem by Sally Winterflood
Barely dawn. The shrill call of a lone
moorhen breaks the silence; wakes me. The
day ahead as yet unlit begins to stir, and
black silk taffeta night recedes, draws back
its lace-edged skirt revealing morning’s soft
grey petticoat beneath.
Cocooned in downy quilt, I watch the
daybreak creep around the window’s edge
while night time dreams dissolve to fading
memory. A cradle-rock, as languid water
eddies past, reminds me that I lie afloat;
boat tethered fore and aft with sturdy ropes.
Along the banks the ancient oaks begin a
murmuring whisper, growing louder with
the gathering breeze that heralds rain.
Inside, warm and dry, the sound of heavy
raindrops drumming on the roof is strangely
pleasing.
The short-lived summer shower moves
swiftly on, and shafts of sunlight pierce the
gap where curtains fail to meet. Up above,
the cabin ceiling shimmers; dancing lights;
reflected ripples, swim and swirl and
hypnotise.
Early morning air, dew-laden, damp and
cloying, is ripe with earthy smells of
mouldered woodland. Midstream, a fish, a
flash of silver, briefly breaks the surface,
twists and turns, then plunges back into its
watery world.
A heron, sensing prey, spreads wide its
wings and slowly flaps up stream to land
amongst the reeds beside the towpath.
Patiently it bides its time, motionless and
silent, listening and watchful for the
slightest hint of movement.
Shrouds of rolling mist hang low above the
meadow; like ghostly water wraiths that
creep down to the water’s edge, await their
certain fate, their exorcism, when the rising
sun will cast them back down deep into their
river graves.
Flickering, turquoise, a hovering mayfly
darts and dives, mesmerises, flies so close,
then settles briefly on a leaf; caught by the
gentle current, I watch it float away down
stream until it’s lost in dazzling sunlight on
the water.

GENTLEMEN’S
LUNCHES 2017
East Dean Village Hall
The celebrated and much sought after
gentlemen’s lunches in the village hall
will be held this year on Friday 16th
June and Friday 8th December,
commencing at 12.30pm for 1pm. The
cost is £22 and any profits will be
donated to the East Dean Village Hall
funds.
These lunches are available to
gentlemen from the parish of East
Dean or the village of Charlton (past
and present) and their guests. If you
are not already on the mailing list and
would like to be included please let me
know and you will receive the
reservations slips.
Let me have your reservations together
with your £22 in good time to avoid
disappointment! Guests are welcome if
we are not over-subscribed. Advise me
of their name please, and include their
£22 with your reservation slip.
Bring your own bottle(s)!

Max Davies
The Old Vicarage, East Dean
Chichester PO18 0JG
01243 811377 - 01243 811488 (Fax)
rmaxdavies@aol.com

HOSPITAL
TRANSPORT
Need help to get to a critical
medical appointment? Mr Parks
has kindly offered to do what he
can to help, so if you’re in need
please call him

818044

20

Freelance P.A. Services
PA-4U provides Secretarial & PA
Support for you at work or at home
Flexible * Personal * Bespoke
Reliable * Friendly * Affordable
Tel: 07711 626196
Email: jan@pa-4u.co.uk
www.pa-4u.co.uk

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey
BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK

The
Earl of
March
01243 533993
CHAMPAGNE & SEAFOOD SHACK
OPENING SOON!!
MOULES,FRITES & MUSCADET
EVERY TUESDAY £12.50!!

SET MENU

2 COURSE £18.50 3 COURSE £21.50
Lunch 12-2.30pm & Dinner 5.30-7pm

www.theearlofmarch.com

This Space Could be yours! Cheap as Chips! Adver tise
to a broad audience! Give David a call on 01243 811451 to
discuss and get your ad moving!
UNWANTED KENWOOD FILTER COFFEE MACHINE
CMO20 SERIES. Good working order. Contribution to
Church funds secures. 01243 811451.
FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mo u n tfo r d is the W ar den
in East Dean. Like to report a blocked path or broken style?
Please give her a call on 811358
HOME FOOT CARE Fo o t, leg w ashin g an d nail
clipping service in your own home. Includes moisturising
massage. Nail painting if required. Qualified and insured.
01243 811442 evenings
DOG WALKER/HOUSE SITTER AVAILABLE
Reliable/friendly/trustworthy. References available. Call Kate
on 07980 604062 www.KatesK9companions.com
CHIROPODIST and PODIATRIST Highly
recommended. Conveniently in Midhurst. JOHN DOBLE Bsc
Hons BA Hons MChS Tel. 01730 812312
FRENCH PROPERTY LINKS View o ver 13,000
properties for sale in all regions FrenchPropertyLinks.com
FOR BUYING AND SELLING PROPERTY IN FRANCE,
01243 539119, dfs@frenchpropertylinks.com
A VACANCY exists at The Co u n tess o f Der by ’s
Almshouses, Boxgrove Almshouses provide accommodation
at reasonable cost for anyone in need. Please contact Mrs
Jean Collyer 01243 773661 for details.
DOG GROOMING at SMART DOGS B athed an d
professionally groomed, Lesley 01243 811805, East Dean
CLEANINGSERVICES/PET SITTING/HOUSE
SITTING REQUIRED? Reliable, professional service
offered with references available throughout the Valley.
Contact Sarah: karnsarah@yahoo.co.uk with your
requirements or 07919 287000
ACER GARDENING SERVICES All w o r k u n der taken:
General garden maintenance, mowing, hedge trimming,
turfing, fencing, chainsawing. NO JOB TOO SMALL. For a
FREE QUOTATION please call Oliver Hardman 07794
440250/01243 784251
IRISH LADY m atu r e, r eliable, ho n est, seeks gar den
annexe/flat in Midhurst/Easebourne/Chichester areas.
MAX £600pcm. Semi furnished/unfurnished, email
sybilla3129@hotmail.com, Tel 07597 584917
LOCAL HANDYMAN/GARDENER Exper ien ced.
Reasonable rates. Please ring Victor on 077879 13394
LOCAL CARER (NVQ)/HOME HELP. Clean er /
cook. Please ring Anna on 077879 13394
GOOD HOMEMADE FOOD STRAIGHT TO YOUR
DOOR Do yo u n eed an y coo kin g o r bakin g do ne?
Kitchen supper parties, formal dinners, occasional baking or
food for the freezer. Happy to chat through your
requirements. Please call 01243 - 811638 or 07944355247
This Space Could be yours! Cheap as Chips! Adver tise
to a broad audience! Give David a call on 01243 811451 to
discuss and get your ad moving!
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March

Mon 13th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Gardens Visitors’ Centre:
10.30am
Thu 16th Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, Singleton Village Hall, 7pm –
Guest Speaker Sue O’Donoghue,
British Fashion Through Three
Decades 1940-1970
Sat 18th & Sun 19th Mem ber s’
Meeting: Goodwood Motor Circuit
Wed 22nd Sin gleto n Lu n ch Clu b
Thu 23rd Lent Lunch: 12noon:
Singleton Village Hall
Sun 26th Mo therin g Su nday:
Weald and Downland Museum
Sun 26th Mo ther ’s Day: West Dean
Gardens
Mon 27th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Stores: 10.30am

April

Sat 1st Sin gleton Spr in g Su pper
and Quiz: Singleton Village Hall:
7.30pm: 818037
Mon 10th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Gardens Visitors’ Centre:
10.30am
Sat 15th - Mon 17th Easter
celebrations: Weald and Downland
Museum
Thu 20th Sin gleto n & East Dean
WI, East Dean Village Hall, 7pm –
Guest Speaker Barbara Childs
Hopkins, Graphology – Be prepared to
be surprised and amazed
Mon 24th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Stores: 10.30am
Mon 24th Valley Gardening Clu b
Bacon Bap Morning: East Dean Village
Hall: 10.30am
Wed 26th Sin gleto n Lu n ch Clu b
Sat 29th - Mon 1st (May) Fo o d
and Folk: Weald and Downland
Museum

May

Sat 29th (April) - Mon 1st Fo o d
and Folk: Weald and Downland
Museum
Sat 6th Go odw oo d Open ing
Saturday
Mon 8th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Gardens Visitors’ Centre:
10.30am
Mon 15th East Dean Par ish
Council Meeting: East Dean Village
Hall: 7.30pm (AGM 7pm)
Thu 18th Sin gleto n & East Dean
WI, Singleton Village Hall, 7pm.
Resolution Meeting
Mon 22nd W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Stores: 10.30am
Wed 24th Sin gleto n Lu n ch Clu b
Thu 25th - Sat 27th A Festival o f

Food & Horseracing
Mon 29th - Fri 4th (June) Halfterm activities: Weald and Downland
Museum

June

Mon 29th (May) - Fri 4th Halfterm activities: Weald and Downland
Museum
Fri 2nd Fr iday Night
Horseracing: Goodwood
Sat 3rd & Sun 4th Meet Y ou r
Ancestors: Weald and Downland
Museum
Mon 5th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Gardens Visitors’ Centre:
10.30am
Fri 9th Fr iday Night Hor ser acin g:
Goodwood
Sat 10th East Dean Village Fete
Sun 11th Fam ily Race Day:
Goodwood
Thu 15th Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, Singleton Village Hall, 7pm. Open
Meeting. Air Ambulance
Fri 16th Gen tlem en ’s Lunch: East
Dean Village Hall: 12.30pm: 811377
Fri 16th Fr iday Night
Horseracing: Goodwood
Sat17th Valley Gar den in g Clu b:
Garden Competition Judging
Sat 17th & Sun 18th W ood Show :
Weald and Downland Museum
Mon 19th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Stores: 10.30am
Wed 28th Sin gleton Lu n ch Clu b
Thu 29th - Sun 2nd (July) Festival
of Speed: Goodwood Motor Circuit

July

Thu 29th (June) - Sun 2nd
Festival of Speed: Goodwood Motor
Circuit
Mon 3rd W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Gardens Visitors’ Centre:
10.30am
Sat 15th East Dean Hog Roast
Sun 16th Rar e B r eeds Show :
Weald and Downland Museum
Mon 17th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Stores: 10.30am
Thu 20th Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, East Dean Village Hall,
7pm. Summer Party
Wed 26th Sin gleton Lu n ch Clu b
Sat 29th & Sun 30th Fr abjou s!
(kids' festival): Weald and Downland
Museum
Mon 31st W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Gardens Visitors’ Centre:
10.30am

August

Tue 1st - Sat 5th Qatar Goodw ood
Festival
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Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going
on, in and around the villages of the Lavant
Valley in the coming months. Do please let us
know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it
next time for the benefit of all

HANDY URLs
For this, and every Printed Edition of
The Valley Diary…
tinyurl.com/tvdpdf
The Valley’s Diary…
tinyurl.com/tvddiarydates
Deadlines for Copy…
tinyurl.com/tvddeadline

Lots more in the Diary online

tinyurl.com/tvddiarydates
Head on over for as many of the
dates as we can scoop up. Please
email any events that you can think
of to editor@valleydiary.org
Deadline for the

April 2017 Edition
All information for inclusion to
arrive by 12noon please on

Friday 17th
March 2017
editor@valleydiary.org
Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything
you have to share with your
community should arrive as soon as
possible please. Please don’t
routinely wait ‘til the 11th hour!

FOX CLAY SHOOTS

QUALITY SEASONED LOGS

25th March - FILLING FAST
22nd April – FULL
th
20 May – SPACES AVAILABLE

FOR YOUR WOOD-BURNING STOVE OR OPEN FIRE


FROM LOCAL SUSTAINABLE WOODLAND


CUT AND SPLIT TO YOUR EXACT
REQUIREMENTS



FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 15 MILES


Bacon rolls, tea/coffee@ The FGF
Head off to Northchapel, Petworth
Back to the FGF, choose a drink on your return,
followed by dinner – main course & dessert
All of the above included plus gun & cartridges
(Dates non transferable & 50% cancellation fee to apply up to
& including 2 weeks prior)

FEELING PECKISH

Here’s a little reminder that we are offering a limited
menu – sharing platters, sandwiches & salads available
Monday to Friday 2.30pm until 5pm

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE

EMAIL – info@mjoforestry.com

01243 811461

PHONE – 07801 737415 / 01243 811806

www.thefoxgoesfree.com
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VALENTINE'S DAY AND
NOT A MAN IN SIGHT!
The second Tuesday in the month is becoming a tradition
in East Dean as the Ladies Night at the Star, and this
month the local ladies were undeterred by the date. It was
business as usual. Warmly welcomed by the about-to-be
weds, Adam and Holly, the party atmosphere prevailed, no
doubt enhancing the evening for those genuinely
celebrating the festival.
The next two Ladies Nights are March 14th and
April 11th - dates to remember and feel free to
bring a 'foreign' friend!

No doubt most of us have shopped online with the goods being
delivered straight to our front door. But how many of us have
considered the people who regularly visit our villages delivering
our requirements. Take the postman. Everyday he delivers the
mail in all weathers, wearing his regulation shorts, except in subzero temperatures, as well as a smile. We may not always like
what he puts through our letterboxes, but it is a pleasure to see
him and occasionally take a minute or so to chat.
Then there’s the milkman. The doorstep delivery is not as
popular these days, but again his regular deliveries are most
welcome. Pints of milk appear on the doorstep well before the
majority of us are out of bed. He can also deliver many other food
items should you need a top-up and cannot get to the shops.
Again, the weather conditions and dark hours do not stop him.
We also have Danny. Known as Dan the Veggie Man! Weather
conditions don't stop him either. Always with a smile and a joke
or two. He has a regular route with a van full of all the variety of
fruit and vegetables you could require - plus some seasonal
plants for your garden, and more. If not at home when he calls,
just leave a list and bag and, hey presto, the goods are left for
your return.
A more recent regular visitor is the travelling Post Master in his
mobile post office. If you have not yet used the facility, then do so
- you will be surprised how such a small unit can provide the
various traditional services from banking to purchasing
stationary items as well as taking your letters and parcels for
posting. Look out for the dates and times when Noel is in your
area. You will be met with a welcoming, cheery smile.
These people deserve a special ‘Thank You for being there’.
Fruit & Veg: Danny O’Leary: 07779 362502
Milk & More: 0345 606 3606
Mobile Post Office: Noel Reidy: 01428 604401/07484 526799
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