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On Saturday 9th
September, bells
tolled across the land
to mark the death of
Queen Elizabeth II.
The churches of the Valley
Parish, in East Dean,
Singleton and West Dean,
joined Cathedrals, Abbeys
and Chapels to honour the
woman who has served
this country, and the
Commonwealth, faithfully
for over 70 years.
At Singleton, the Reverend Sarah Manouch was joined by Christopher Smith,
Standard Bearer for the Singleton and District Branch of the Royal British
Legion, who dipped the Standard in tribute and respect. It was the last time the
Standard was dipped for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. On Sunday 18th
September, at the Special Service of Commemoration for the Queen, Christopher
dipped the Standard for the first time to the new King, Charles III.
Whatever people personally feel about royalty and it’s place in 2022, most of us
reading this have lived most of our lives with Elizabeth as head of our country
and that must have had an influence on our view of the UK in relation to the
other countries of the world as we’ve lived through our lives. I’m sure it’s been
very sad for those close to her who knew her well. The age of 96 is a grand one to
get to, however, and life for the rest of us goes on of course.
Skip over to page 16 to read Tim Weeks’ thoughts on the queen,
royalty and heads of state as a concept.

TABLE TOP SALE
SATURDAY 15th OCTOBER

1pm to 4pm
SINGLETON VILLAGE HALL

To book a table, please call
Chris...

01243 811833
Tea and Coffee Available
The 2022 Sussex Snowdrop
Trust Charity Christmas
cards are now available to
buy...see Page 5. So get
organised early and help
the worthy cause.
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The Earl of March
Country Pub & Restaurant
Seafood & Game Specialties

Country Plush Ambience,
Superb Cuisine & Wide Range of
Fine Wines & Ales
Look out for our Foodie Festivals!

We look forward to
welcoming you!
Lavant Road, Lavant,
Nr Chichester PO18 0BQ
Tel: 01243 533993
www.theearlofmarch.com
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IMPROMPTU
SUMMER
PARTY...
...for the 4th Sunday
musicians, readers and
intercessors at Geoff and
Helen's West Wittering
caravan. We all brought food and drink to share and enjoyed ourselves - a
reward for the commitment shown by these young people (and some older
ones!) to the monthly 4th Sunday 10am Service at West Dean Church
throughout the year. We are keen to attract new people. So if you can play
one note on any instrument, Geoff will write you a part! Anyone
interested please call Geoff or Helen on 01243 786155 or 07932 015255.
Helen Morris

Cash Machine Prompts
Have you noticed recently that cashpoint machines hound you
to check your balance? Very annoying. What should have been
a nice simple £20 withdrawal for one of our readers, ended up
asking him 4 times if he wanted to check his balance! Not sure what the logic is.
Can there be a way companies can be making money because people choose to
check their balance? Seemed really odd and a bit annoying!

...at the Star and Garter at
East Dean on Tuesday 11th
October from 7pm
All welcome!
Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748
Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/Fortnightly
Ironing service a speciality

07860 604849
07825 618121
References/
recommendations
available on request
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As Good as New
Ladies Clothes Sale
Saturday 1st October
East Dean Village Hall, 10.30am – 2.30pm
Brand new and barely worn clothes along with fabulous accessories as
well as some Menswear.
Great selection of dresses, jackets, coats, skirts, tops and trousers – Sizes 8 – 18,
plus hats, shoes, bags and belts etc. Many great labels. Everything in excellent
condition. Come along on the 1st and you will definitely pick up a bargain. Cash
and cheques accepted.

Entrance is £3 per person which includes a Glass of Prosecco. Tea/Coffee, Cakes &
Light Lunches will be for sale.
Even if you don’t want to buy – come along for a browse and a chat!

Proceeds to East Dean Village Hall and local charities. There will
be a collection box in the Hall for the local Food Bank if you would
like to bring something along.
If you have any good quality ladies’ clothes and accessories that are ‘as good as
new’, any mistake buys or well-loved designer labels in your wardrobe or a
Christmas present or any good quality Menswear that you don’t want, please
call any of the people below and we will collect from you.
We look forward to seeing you on 1st October. There will be Tea/Coffee,
Homemade Cakes & Light lunches.
Helen Bailie 811937, Deirdre Forman 811592, Vicky Mudford 818046
or Alexia Ward 811777.

The 2022 Sussex
Snowdrop Trust
Charity Christmas
cards are now
available to buy...

Sussex Safer Roads Partnership
In the event of a collision, the ICE (In
Case of Emergency) Stickers, containing
vital personal information of the rider,
dramatically increases the chance of
faster and more effective care, when
accessed by first responders.
Information uploaded by the biker
during registration can be accessed by
scanning the QR code, displaying
information such as allergies or
medication, along with next of kin and
contact details. If you are unconscious,
or unable to respond, ICE Stickers are a
vital tool to help provide medical care.
Get your sticker at tinyurl.com/2pfyffof

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:

...six festive designs in packs of 10
cards from just £3. Order online,
by phone or pop in and see us...

•

Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.

01243 572433

•

William Booker Yard,
Walberton, BN18 0PF

Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)

•

Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication

•

Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist

•

Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

www.thesussexsnowdroptrust.com

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday
9.30am - 5.30pm
(Lunch 1pm-2pm)

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk
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Charlton Village Summer BBQ held in Roger and Ann-Louise's
Garden. Photo: Henry Dallal

Over 200 vehicles
caught speeding in
just two hours...
Last month I joined the Sussex
Roads Policing Unit and a Casualty
Reduction Officer who were out
with the Hastings Community
Speed Watch group checking the
speed of road users in St Leonardson-Sea.
As one of nearly 300 Community Speed
Watch (CSW) groups in Sussex, the volunteers use the Operation Crackdown online
platform to report road users exceeding the speed limit to the police. I was
dismayed to have witnessed so many vehicles speeding – it equated to more than
one for every minute I was there with the volunteers and police officers.
I am extremely appreciative of the volunteers running the CSW groups across our
county and of the police officers working hard to keep our roads safe. As road users,
we all need to remember that the speed signs we see are a limit, not a target. Katy
Bourne, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

Speed of Light.
A Poem by Francis
Most local villages I can think of,
Have sensibly found the need.
To wire in illuminated signs,
Telling you about your speed.

Buy a country house
for the long term...
With many different questions
surrounding the ultimate country
house purchase, it is important to
buy for the long term. Buying a
property that has potential to
have value added for when your
needs change in years to come,
can be without doubt a great
benefit financially.
I often discuss with my clients the
necessity to imagine the home in ten to
fifteen years’ time and how suitable it
will be then. Not everybody likes to
think about the thought of your little
children being teenagers or older, or
for early retirement whether you will
manage the stairs, but time passes
quickly as we all know. Future proofing
means you are buying well.
When looking for a new home, it is
vital to list all the pros and cons as
pragmatically as possible so that you
know what you are buying. The costs of
moving are significant - and will most
likely only increase as years pass - so
you don’t want to buy a house only to
find that you need to move again
quickly because it’s not quite right.
Head for tinyurl.com/
countryhouselongterm to read about
the important factors to consider with
Jennie Hancock from
www.propertyacquisitions.co.uk

But at night, if my speed is 31,
Charlton, please show some kindness.
Then your fluorescent THANKYOU,
Will not cause temporary blindness!
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Chichester Natural History Society
Brilliant or a bit barmy? The boldly controversial Knepp estate’s
pioneering wilding policy keeps making waves 20 years on as Matthew
Phelps explains in the opening lecture of the 2022/23 season (first
Wednesday of the month, Pallant Suite, South Pallant, 7.15pm).
October 5th author Nick Sturt “Sussex Wild Flowers and Sussex Wild
Botanists”.
For details of field outings, pub meetings on specific subjects and
membership visit www.chichesternatural historysociety.org.uk
1st… Helen Geddes, Charlton
2nd… Gillian Court, West Dean
3rd… Karen Searle Barrett, East Dean

01730 817359 - 07742 874883
shaun@shaunthesweep.co.uk
All types of chimneys swept
Power Sweeping
Traditional Sweeps Undertaken
Camera Surveys (internal and external)
HETAS approved stove installer and sweep.

In the absence of Rev Sarah, we welcomed Father Charles Howard (the former
Rector of Funtington) and his wife to our service on the 4th September in East
Dean Church. Much to his surprise, he was asked to choose the numbers.
I am delighted to say that we started the sixth year of this venture with just over
200 numbers which means that these lucky ladies share a total of £100 in prize
money. The next draw will be on Sunday 2nd October. Wendy Heather

EDITOR ACKNOWLEDGES EMAILS!
There have been a couple of instances recently where
people have emailed stuff into me for the coming edition
of The Valley Diary and they haven’t arrived. Or been
sent. Or whatever, in terms of technical hitches.
Please be assured that whenever I get an email from
anyone submitting content and it arrives safely, I email
back an acknowledgement. If you don’t get a confirmation email, it’s time to
smell a rat and check it out! I do also check my Spam Bucket regularly in case it’s
been dumped there. I would never ignore an incoming email and not acknowledge
it.

Thanks to everyone who does submit. It’s really helpful when trying to
make The Valley Diary interesting and attractive to all. Ted the Ed.
SUPERMARKETS HAVE MADE A HUGE CHANGE TO MILK
AND SHOPPERS ARE SO CONFUSED!
...walk down the milk aisle in any UK supermarket and you're used to seeing
hundreds of blue, red or green tops lining the shelves, right? Well, the coloured
lids have been replaced with a clear plastic alternative, in order to make them
recyclable. Waitrose, Sainsbury's, Iceland and Aldi, all scrapping the coloured lids,
with other big name supermarkets predicted to follow suit. A spokesperson said
“You can still select the milk you like by looking at the colour on the label”. (MSN)

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
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Spitting Image
A Poem by Francis
A certain poet when in his teens,
Was the image of pop star, Adam Faith.
He even signed his autograph once,
I know, a bit of a disgrace.
Just five years later, maybe six,
A complete change of scene.
When he became a dead ringer,
For macho Steve McQueen.
But time and fate can be so cruel,
So please take this as a caution.
For when he reached his fifties,
People asked, “Are you Les Dawson”?

EAST DEAN
VILLAGE
HALL
CHRISTMAS
MARKET
Saturday
26th
November
10.30am
Date for your Diary!

ADVERTORIAL!
We accept Advertorial from our valued
advertisers, so do email in up to 250
words and we’ll fit it in as and when we
have space. Let’s work together!

editor@valleydiary.org

East Dean Village Hall is planning on
holding again a Christmas Bazaar
featuring craft made by local artisans.
The Village Hall Committee will be
running the kitchen, selling teas,
coffees, home-made cakes and light
lunches. There are 14 tables in total. A
6ft table costs £20 (includes coffee/tea
for stall holders). If you would like
more information or would like to take
a table, please email
vmm@vickymudford.com
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TRADITIONAL
TIMBER
WINDOWS

Bespoke,
hand crafted
windows
made here in
the Valley

07973 399487
07881 940057
valleytraditionalwindows@gmail.com

QUIZ NIGHTS AT
THE STAR AND
GARTER
Autumn. The mornings sharpen,
the shadows lengthen, the days
shorten. The swallows depart…
and quiz nights return to the Star
and Garter!
The first quiz of the season will be on
Sunday 16th October, starting at
7.00pm. There’ll be six rounds of ten
questions with a break for supper half
way through, and a raffle in aid of St.
Wilfrid’s Hospice. Last year we raised
over £1,600 for St. Wilfrid’s over the
course of the winter, and did that with
attendances reduced by Covid - and the
fear of Covid. Can we do better without
the plague stalking us this year? We’re
certainly going to try!
Sarah and I will write the questions for
the first quiz, but after that we’re going
to continue with the format that
worked so well previously, of having
different people writing and presenting
rounds. It’s good (and more
challenging) to have different minds
devising questions; Sarah Holt’s
“Chicken or Dickens?” (is Croad
Langshan a character in Bleak House
or a breed of hen?) and her sister
Esther’s “Are you as clever as a 10 year
old?” (based on SAT tests) stick
particularly in my mind. So if you fancy
doing a round, come along on the 16th,
volunteer to take part, and we’ll fit you
in to one of the next ones. These will
probably be on the 13th November
and the 18th December, but the
exact dates will be confirmed nearer to
the time.
Quiz night at The Star and Garter – it
makes the winter worth it!
Tim Weeks

THE MANT FAMILY
I live just across the county
boundary these days so it was a
real pleasure yesterday to visit
East Dean. Whilst in the village I
picked up a copy of The Valley
Diary and it occurred to me that
my family – the Mant family –
lived at one time in all of the
villages mentioned on the title
page.
Looking at this in more detail and in
chronological order, my family arrived
from France and settled straight away
in East Dean in about 1540. The pater
familias was Edmund Mant, a farmer.
He married Joan Hartley from West
Dean. Their son was also called
Edmund and because he moved down
the road to Charlton, and to
distinguish him for his father, he was
known as Edmund Mant of Charlton.
He married firstly Joan Howard and
secondly Elizabeth Ailwin. Both ladies
were from Singleton which is where
the family moved to in the early 1600s.

Units 1 & 2, Lavant, Chichester
PO18 0BW

01243 532630
www.a1autocarechichester.co.uk

By the 1640s the family moved to West
Dean and Richard Mant who married
Ursula Bishop in 1629 in West Dean
was often referred to as Richard of
Chilgrove, or the Shepherd of Westend.
Richard’s branch of the family stayed
in West Dean and they were still there
in the eighteenth century.
The other branch of the family moved
back to Singleton in the 1640s and
remained there until they moved to
Midlavant, East Lavant and Boxgrove
in the 1690s.
A different branch of the Mant family,
to whom we may be related, lived in
Binderton in the second half of the
seventeenth century. They came from
South Bersted and moved on to
Fernhurst and Haslemere. Richard
Mant

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey

BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK
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Roses Grow on You is the next VGC event on Tuesday 18th October,
6.30pm for 7.00pm at East Dean Village Hall. £3 per person to include tea/
coffee and biscuits. This will be a talk given by Elizabeth Sawday of Apuldram
Roses - a timely talk as the pruning season is around the corner. Please email
vmm@vickymudford.com or call 01243 818046 to reserve your place.
The VGC AGM Supper will be held on Friday 25th November, 6.30pm at
East Dean Village Hall. There will be a two-course supper at £12.00 per
person, please bring you own drinks. This is a chance to put your views forward
for our future programme plus any other ideas, as well as enjoy a social occasion.
Numbers for catering will be needed for this event, please contact Penny on 01243
811544 or 07930 198907 by 18th November.

We look forward to seeing many of you at these events. New or potential new
members will be very welcome as well. In the meantime, enjoy the Autumn
gardening. It’s good to see some green lawns again as well as some repeat
flowering after the rains. Penny Buchan

Daniel Evans
announces his
departure from
Chichester
Festival Theatre to become Co
-Artistic Director of the Royal
Shakespeare Company
Daniel joined Chichester Festival
Theatre in 2016. Under his tenure, the
company has diversified its repertoire
to stage a broad range of work
including 17 world premieres.
Among the notable revivals and classics
have been the award-winning Caroline,
Or Change, Roy Williams’s Sing Yer
Heart Out for the Lads, a digital-live
hybrid production of Sarah Kane’s
Crave and Ian McKellen’s King Lear;
while exhilarating musicals include his
own productions of the box office
record-breaking Fiddler on the Roof
with Omid Djalili, and South Pacific;
and Susan Stroman’s production of
Crazy for You. There has been a
significant increase in female
playwrights, and the diversity of actors
on our stages has trebled in just five
years.

RSPB Event...
CHICHESTER: Thursday 27th
October: Illustrated Talk by David
Phillips of Naturetrek on ‘Birds and
Wildlife of Georgia’ to the Chichester
Local Group at The Pallant Suite,
Masonic Hall, South Pallant,
Chichester, PO19 1SY at 7.30pm:
Members £2.50/visitors £5: 07545
376074: wheelchair access

Maria Wildman
01243 262833
thewildthings2@outlook.com

Global population to
hit 8 billion...
...on November 15th, the UN has
forecast, with India set to overtake
China as the world’s most populous
country next year. The UN noted on
Monday it had taken hundreds of
thousands of years for the world
population to reach one billion and
only 200 years to grow sevenfold. In
2011, it stood at seven billion. (Al
Jazeera)

LOCAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

CARE SUPPORT
WORKERS
Full Time & Bank
Dignity in Singleton provides care and
support for adults with learning
disabilities and needs local people with
local knowledge to get alongside people
living here to access local opportunities.
Experience in care is clearly preferable,
but we do have a training programme for
staff, so not having a background in care
is no barrier.
We have early shifts, late shifts, waking
nights - we’d love to talk with you.

Please give Joy a call for an
informal chat 811482
admin@livingwithdignity.co.uk
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The Diary
Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the
coming months. Do please let us know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all.
Deadline for the…

November 2022 Edition
All information for inclusion to
arrive by 12noon please on

October 2022
Sat 1st As Good As New Clothes
Sale: East Dean Village Hall:
10.30am - 2.30pm
Mon 10th Community
Cafe: Singleton Village Hall:
10.30am - 12noon
Tue 11th Ladies Night! Star &
Garter, East Dean from 7pm
Sat 15th Table Top Sale: Singleton
Village Hall: 1pm - 4pm: 01243
811833
Sun 16th Quiz Night, Star & Garter,
East Dean, 7pm
Mon 17th East Dean Parish Council
Meeting: 7.30pm: East Dean Village
Hall
Tue 18th VGC Talk: Liz Sawday:
Roses Grow on You: East Dean
Village Hall: 7pm
Thu 20th Singleton and East Dean
WI: Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: UK
Harvest: Speaker, Yvonne Thompson
Fri 21st Copy Deadline TVD:
12noon

WI: East Dean Village Hall: 7pm:
Christmas Party

January 2023
Mon 16th East Dean Parish
Council Meeting: 7.30pm: East
Dean Village Hall
Thu 19th Singleton and East
Dean WI: Singleton Village Hall:
7pm: A New Recipe for a New
Year
February 2023
Thu 16th Singleton and East
Dean WI: East Dean Village Hall:
7pm: Cowdray Estate: Speaker,
Neil Georges

December 2022
Fri 2nd Gentleman's Lunch: East
Dean Village Hall: 12.30pm: 811377
Thu 8th Singleton and East Dean

editor@valleydiary.org
Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything you
have to share with your community
should arrive as soon as possible.

The Team
Ted Salmon, Editor & Accounts
editor@valleydiary.org, 07423 117091
David Mather, Accounts & Advertising
davidmather0@gmail.com, 01243 774385,
07973 820877
Chris Kelly, Distribution
chriskelly7043@yahoo.co.uk, 01243 811833

The Distribution Team

March 2023
Thu 16th Singleton and East
Dean WI: Singleton Village Hall:
7pm: Annual Meeting with Quiz

November 2022
Wed 16th Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: Singleton
Village Hall: 7pm
Thu 17th Singleton and East Dean
WI: East Dean Village Hall: 7pm:
Flowers for Christmas: Speaker,
Father Peter Bustin
Fri 25th VGC AGM
Supper: 6.30pm: East Dean Village
Hall
Sat 26th East Dean Village Hall
Christmas Market: 10.30am

Friday 21st October

Got something to
add? Please let us
know by
emailing...
editor@valleydiary.org
Lots more dates and events can be
found in the Diary Online at…

...thevalleydiary.org/diary
Head on over for as many of the
dates as we can scoop up!
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East Dean: Tim Weeks, Wendy Heather
Charlton: Penny Buchan, Valerie Tapley
Singleton: Penny Spence, Jane Penny,
Elaine Kelly, Judy Fathers, Gay Godfrey, Vicky
Gillespie
West Dean: Tony Boxall, Sandra
Muggeridge, Micky Johns, Carol Corbett
Binderton: Barbara Boxall
Goodwood: Tony Boxall
Lavant: Sheila Sims
Chichester: Penny Buchan
The legal bit: We (The Valley Diary Team) make
every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any error
in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by the
businesses or individuals appearing in its pages. In
short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

Useful Telephone
Numbers
CDC Councillor, Henry Potter
East Dean Football Club
East Dean PC Clerk
East Dean Village Hall
Goodwood Security
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
Lavant Road Pharmacy
Local Police
Singleton Fete
Singleton Parish Clerk
Singleton School
Singleton Tearooms
Singleton Village Hall
Valley Parish Office
Weald & Downland Museum: Office
Weald & Downland Museum: Shop
West Dean College
West Dean Fete
West Dean Gardens
West Dean PC Clark
West Dean School
West Dean Stores

Albert says...

07792 857973
07944 036709
07712 647511
01243 811358
07909 876823
01243 527264
01243 380185
101
01243 818037
07976 800965
01243 811679
01243 811899
01243 811453
01243 811213
01243 811363
01243 811020
01243 811301
01243 811247
01243 818221
01798 865189
01243 811247
01243 818222

“I don’t think you’re two faced,”
Said my eldest son.
“After all Dad, if you were,
Why would you wear that one?”

FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mountford, 01243 811358.
HOME FOOT CARE 01243 811442.
DOG GROOMING - SMART DOGS Lesley Pollard.
01243 811805
PILATES CLASSES Jo, 07917 177404
FERNS RESTORATIVE YOGA 01243 818058
STANDBY NANNY Josie, 07747 867652
PAINTER AND DECORATOR Arthur, 07936 082626
YOGA WITH CARA 07787 512283
EAR CARE SPECIALIST Summersdale Pharmacy,
01243 380185
YOGA WITH JACQUI 01243 535223, 07854 441010
YOGA WITH KATIE Tel. Tel 07918 757758
REGISTERED NURSE Dawn, 07876 796034
PAINTER Shaf 07706 105526
PLUMBER Peter 07825 268317
DOG GROOMING Leandra 07944 788727
BUILDER James 07788 532135
TAXI 01243 778499
SOMETHING FISHY 01243 671153 or 07900 086085
SELF EMPLOYED GARDENER Jonathan Becker
07756 328030
MOBILE CAR WASHING SERVICE Stuart, 07568
377302, stuarteburn@icloud.com

Register of Local...
The Old Granary East Lavant - ask Helen 01243 251301
Trundlers Charlton - ask another Helen 01243 811686
Hunters Lodge, Lavant - or indeed another Helen!
01243 532415 - 07788 663712
B&B - Ring Sophie on 01243 811465
The Folly, Charlton on 01243 811307 - ask Joan or David
B & B Harper's Cottage, East Lavant. Ring Caroline 01243 278659
Flint Cottage, 47 Mid Lavant, Lavant Road, P018 0AA: Sue Kemble 01243
785883 / 07814903541
The Shepherds Barn, Chilgrove: Lucy 07775 934999
www.shepherdsbarnsussex.co.uk
The Blue Bell, Cocking: 01730 239669
Run a local B&B? Why not list here for free! editor@valleydiary.org
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The autumn
deer rut at
Petworth
Park...
The deer rut is one of nature's greatest
wildlife spectacles and it is one you can
witness at the National Trust’s Petworth
House and Park. Every autumn the young
fallow deer males or bucks compete in
order to attract the most females for
mating by battling it out with their antlers.
You’ll hear the clash of antlers from some
distance away, often before you spot the
deer rutting.
Witness the rut - Deer rut guided
walks...
You can join a two-hour guided walk in
Petworth Park to learn more about this
species, what the rut is all about and
observe seasonal behaviour, with the
chance of watching rutting stags. We
recommend bringing binoculars, and there
will be an element of hiding and remaining
silent. Walks are £5 per person, children
free. Walks will run on 3, 5, 7, 10, 12,
14, 17, 19 and 21 October, 10.30am12.30pm. Booking essential visit
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth-house
-and-park or call 0344 249 1895

October Half Term at
Petworth House and
Park...

The Henry Smith
Charity for
Singleton and
Charlton (Charity
no. 214103)
Henry Smith was a wealthy merchant
who, before his death in 1628, took
to wandering the country as a
vagabond, meeting ordinary people
and learning about the difficulties
faced by the poor and disadvantaged.

When he died, he left some money in
trust to help the poor of the parishes
that had shown him warmth and
hospitality; one such parish was
Singleton and Charlton.
As a result of the charity and
goodwill of those who lived in our
parish 400 years ago, a small sum is
received each year for distribution
amongst those of the parish who face
hardship through no fault of their
own.
The charity welcomes applications
and recommendations for people and
community groups that may need
support. If you wish to apply or know
of someone in need, please write to
The Trustees, The Henry Smith
Charity for Singleton & Charlton, c/o
28 Charlton, Chichester, PO18 0HU
or robertsingletonpc@gmail.com

Saturday 22nd October – Sunday 30th October, 10am-4pm. Free event,
normal admission applies (free for National Trust members)
This half term, families can explore the Pleasure Garden and have fun spotting the
pumpkins hidden across the grounds while strolling through crunchy leaves.
Then, search out the seasonal colours and different leaf shapes at Petworth that
are marked on the colour catcher chart. Collect what you find and help create deer
-shaped wild art installations by attaching your leafy collections to the animal
models.
Find out more at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth-house-and-park
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LAVANT
MEMORIAL HALL
ACTIVITIES
FRIENDLY CLUB
Wednesday 5th October

Stem (Lady Singer)

COUNTRY MUSIC
Friday 14th October
Ridgeway Country
5-Piece Band

Saturday 22nd October
Mundham
Honky Tonk Strangers

SHORT MAT BOWLS
CLUB
Restarted for the season now
For more on any of these events,
do call for a chat…

Tony Bleach

01243 527439
tonybleach@talktalk.net

Hog-tober!
Many of the remaining
summer wildlife casualties
in our care at this time of
year are being prepared for
release and we now are
starting to admit more
hedgehogs each day. We
could treat over 250 sick,
injured or orphaned
hedgehogs, as well as other
seasonal bird and mammal
casualties this winter. A
healthy supply of food and a team of volunteers is needed to help us through the
busy time ahead. We are grateful to volunteer groups from local companies such
as Natures Way, Southern Water and Checkatrade for helping with animal care
and painting projects. Bird flu restrictions are still in place as the animal care
team err on the side of caution. If you have a bird casualty, we request that you
call our hospital team for advice before arriving on site. Building work for our new
admissions building is still underway, so please drive carefully when arriving
onsite.
How can we help hedgehogs?
Creating a hole in your fence and putting a hedgehog house in your garden could
provide valuable access to hibernation areas and food in your community. Leaving
out supplementary
hedgehog or poultry cat
food is also a welcome
treat at this time of year to
help build up fat reserves
for hedgehogs. If you’d
like to support us please
donate tins of poultry
flavoured dog/cat food to
feed hedgehogs in our
care.
For other ways to help,
please visit
www.brentodge.org

MOBILE
POST OFFICE
THE SELSEY ARMS at
WEST DEAN
MONDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm
THURSDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm

THE PARTRIDGE INN at
SINGLETON
MONDAYS 2pm to 3.15pm

Mobile Postmaster, Operating from
Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779

Morning & Afternoon sessions
available Monday to Friday
Call 01243 811423
www.westdeanpreschool.co.uk

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
Showroom & Workshop
Located at Binderton Nr Lavant
Main dealers for many makes
Fast reliable service
Advice & Discounted machines
Part exchange taken
Collection & delivery offered

See website
www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003

THE BOOK SHED
Singleton Village Hall
Now Open…

Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 4pm
Access is through the side gate
and is the first shed on the right.
The books are free for you to keep or
return.
If you have any books you wish to donate
please place them on the shelves.
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God Save The King!
As I write this a strange national hush is just
coming to its conclusion, with the funeral of
Queen Elizabeth II tomorrow. The hush has
been broken by one or two dissenting voices
calling for a republic, but by and large the
consensus has been that that is a discussion
for another day. By the time you read it,
some people might have decided that the
day has come, so for what it’s worth here’s
my four pen’orth.
In 1943, when the Italians could see that the
game was up and they’d lost the war, they
still had a king tucked away in a palace
somewhere. This meant they could wheel
him out and he could dismiss Mussolini.
With Il Duce sacked, the government could
then set about agreeing peace terms with
the Allies, although that was rather
thwarted by the Germans moving in
reinforcements to defend the “soft underbelly” of Europe. When the same end
became obvious to the Germans two years
later, they had no Kaiser who could dismiss
Hitler, and so went the dismal end-game of
the Third Reich with cities burned and
Berlin reduced to rubble street by street,
until the Fuhrer dismissed himself with a
bullet.
These are extreme examples but the point
is, whilst it’s necessary to have political
leaders elected by the people, and for them
to make the important decisions about the
running of the country (and to be
answerable to the people when they get it
wrong) it’s also necessary to have someone
who can, in extreme and very rare
circumstances, dismiss the prime minister.
Such a power can only be used when the PM
has clearly lost the plot, not in the sense
that the opposition will always claim any
economic policy to be “mad”, but only if
they are declaring that aliens have spoken to
them and ordered them to invade
Madagascar or suchlike; trying to engage
the country in something that is certifiably
insane. And only then if there is a clear
consensus among the leading politicians of
all parties that an end must be called. If you
don’t have that personified in either a
sovereign or a president, history is littered

with examples of regimes that went on
fighting when it was all too obvious there
was no point left, but there was no-one
who had the authority to say “Stop!”
Would Vladimir Putin have invaded
Ukraine if there’d been a Tsar who, being
advised by his generals, could have said
“No”?
The last official duty The Queen
performed was to accept Boris Johnson’s
resignation, and invite Liz Truss to form a
government. Less than 48 hours later she
was dead. This, in a bizarre way, makes
the other important case for having a
monarch – the country is never without a
Head of State. In normal circumstances, if
the Prime Minister loses an election on
Thursday, he or she leaves Downing
Street on Friday morning, and their
successor moves in on Friday afternoon,
having been to Buckingham Palace to
accept the Monarch’s invitation. It’s a
brutally quick transition; but better I
think than the American system whereby
the President can lose the election in early
November, but then has six weeks to mess
things up for their successor. No doubt
when the Founding Fathers came up with
it, it was necessary to have such a long
transition period to allow for
congressmen and senators to make their
way to Washington across the vast area of
the USA, at the speed of a horse-drawn
carriage. (No doubt they also assumed
that successive presidents would accept
the result of elections, and work to ensure
a smooth handover.) But they also
needed to be sure that there was never a
time when there was nobody in charge,
when enemies might take advantage of
the power vacuum to launch an attack.
We have never had that problem in the
United Kingdom, since the military and
the police all swear allegiance, not to any
politician, but to the Sovereign. And we
are never without a Sovereign because, as
the cry went up a few days ago, “The
Queen is dead – long live The King!”
It’s not a system you’d come up with if you
were starting from scratch. But looking
around the world I’m not convinced
there’s a better one. Tim Weeks
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Your Local Tree
Surgeon
For free quotes and advice contact

Cameron or Will
07756 599419 - 07702 408820
rutledgeandcoe@hotmail.com

MILESTONE
GARAGE
COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

01730 813148

Throughout September,
Sussex has been part of a
tool marking trial
launched by the National
Business Crime Centre
Working in partnership with Sussex
Police and Williams Trade Plumbing
Supplies and aimed at local tradespeople,
the initiative is working to combat the
theft of power tools and other high value
items from commercial vehicles.
Throughout the country, events were
held for tradespeople to collect a
SelectaDNA kit. The kits can mark up to
50 tools and the items are registered on
the Secure Asset Register property
database, making them easy to identify
and, hopefully, to return to their rightful
owner if they are stolen. We have been
able to pay for 100 kits that will be given
out across Sussex as part of this national
initiative. We know that tools are a vital
part of a tradesperson's livelihood and
without them, they cannot perform their
job. Tool marking acts as a deterrent to
opportunistic thieves and can make it
difficult for tools to be sold on.
Katy Bourne, Sussex Police &
Crime Commissioner

Women’s Cricket:
Women have
played the game
for just as long as
men...
Up until 1926, women’s cricket
was organised on an ad hoc
basis. Early village matches
tended to be one-offs, played for
prizes including plum-cake or
ale.

DYSON KING
ARCHITECTURAL
IRONMONGERS

25 Years Supplying Fittings
for Doors, Windows, Gates,
Locks & Safes.
Service to Architects, Builders
& The General Public

01243 776739
www.dysonking.com

These games could attract a lot of
interest: one match between the
women of Charlton and West
Dean & Chilgrove villages in
Sussex in 1747 had to be curtailed
because of a pitch invasion by an
overly rowdy crowd!
More on this at
tinyurl.com/2qu843kj as discovered
by Alan Edgington
...anyone know anything more about
local cricket and local women’s
matches? Let us know…

editor@valleydiary.org
Dismantling & Felling
Crown Thinning & Reducing
Removal of Deadwood
Pruning
Hedge Cutting

Stump Grinding

Full public liability - Certified Arborist
Free Estimates and Advice
brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com

07763 844422
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SHORT-TERM RENTAL
WANTED
My husband and I are looking for a
home to rent from 1st December 2022 to
28th February 2023 in the valley area.
I am originally from the area (East
Dean) and we are both employed full
time, are non-smokers and have no pets.
We are looking for a home with at least
two bedrooms and can be flexible on our
budget.
Please email
sarahebaker5@gmail.com or call
01243 811680

Time for Dementia

BERRY STONEWORK

Local families affected by dementia are being
invited to take part in a programme, to help
train the healthcare professionals of tomorrow
and improve dementia care.
The Time for Dementia project, supported by
Alzheimer’s Society, pairs families affected by dementia with undergraduate
students, helping to better educate them about life with dementia and the
challenges that come with it. Every year a new cohort of Brighton and Sussex
Medical School medical students take part and Alzheimer’s Society are always
seeking families in the area who would like the opportunity to make a difference to
training health professionals.
Time for Dementia is a fantastic way for the next generation of healthcare
professionals to gain first-hand knowledge of what it’s like living with dementia.
If you would like to know more about the project, or you know someone with
dementia and a family carer who would like to take part, please get in touch with
us at timefordementia@alzheimers.org.uk or call 07483 137539. More
information can also be found at alzheimers.org.uk/timefordementia

SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE
BRICKWORK
RESTORATION CONSERVATION
RENOVATION

DUNCAN BERRY
duncan@berrystonework.co.uk
www.berrystonework.co.uk

PHONE
07557 515314
01243 539279

Muc-Off Antibacterial
Screen Cleaner
Having used Muc-Off a few times, it is one of the best, if not the best,
that I have used. I have applied it already to my computer screen and
my glasses - and it has proved excellent.
I am also delighted with the spray giving the right usable amount
without waste and the 20cm long bottle is very easy to hold. I
honestly would recommend it to anyone who has similar needs to use
as I have. The cost is very moderate at £7.99! TS (amzn.to/3Uy37jh)

East Dean

VILLAGE HALL
www.eastdeanhall.co.uk
Ideal for celebrations, fitness classes, meetings, parties and
wedding receptions. Can accommodate 80 standing/60
seated. Fully equipped professional kitchen, outside grass
area with stunning views, car park for up to15 cars.
Disabled access.

07939 254998

SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS
## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##

FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West
Sussex, PO20 1QD

01243 531298
www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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East Dean Church by Terry Timblick

The things that people leave
behind. Rubbish collected on 27th
August on the A286 between Grinch
Lane and Selsey Arms Pat Taylor

NEWS FROM WEST
DEAN CE PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Whilst the Revival was in full swing
at Goodwood, we weren’t without
our own share of car-fuelled
excitement on the school
playground, due to a very special
visit from one of our parent
governors, Alex Langhein.

Regular viewers of Top Gear on BBC
television, may have seen a recent
feature on classic cars which have been
converted to be fully electric powered,
which included a stunning bright blue
and orange Porsche 911.
After seeing a short clip of the Top Gear
feature during our assembly, the children
were absolutely stunned and hugely
excited to find the very same Porsche
parked outside in the middle of their
playground. We are very grateful to Alex
and his company Everrati.com/ who
kindly offered to bring this special car to
school and took great care in explaining
the engineering of converting a car to be
electric powered to all of the children.
Mr Williams got to sit in the driving seat,
but at £300,000, it may be some time
before you see him driving one of these
into the West Dean School car park in
the mornings! What a special Friday
morning treat for us all. Thank you, Alex.

Some more lovely shots by our own Nadine Duty: a sparrow in her garden, a
beautiful sunflower and a Goodwood Bull - www.nadinedutyphotographer.co.uk
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BEARS
Over the winter and
spring, ladies in West
Dean, Binderton,
Lavant, Singleton and
the Valley spent many
hours creating a
beautiful assortment
of knitted bears - each
one individual and
lovable. West Dean
Village Stores kindly
allowed us to display the bears for donations to Cancer Research. I am delighted to
say that they raised £420 - a magnificent amount. A big thank you to all the ladies
who spent their time making the bears so appealing, the ladies in West Dean Stores
who guarded the bears so well and to everyone who made generous donations and
gave the bears new homes. A wonderful team effort for a very worthy cause. Thank
you. Viv Mills

AN AUTUMN OF
ENTERTAINMENT
LAUNCHED AT
GRAYLINGWELL
CHAPEL

PD Fletcher
Arun Police
After a burglary at
Chichester, PD
Fletcher has
tracked from the
scene finding
discarded stolen
property and also
vital evidence that lead to the swift arrest
of four people. Well done Fletcher and
all officers involved!

The autumn programme of events
has now gone live at Graylingwell
Chapel, bringing together live
comedy, music and inspiration
from some incredible speakers from para-Olympians to stars of the big
screen.

The live music elements began in September with folk legend Martin Simpson.
The season continues with the energy and entertainment of ze Trio, bringing three
incredible musicians together to perform everything from Britney to Dizzee Rascal
and back to the Beatles. More follows including a fundraising evening for Chestnut
Tree House as Irrelevant Elephant perform their selection of jazz, latin and funk
styles, with Gigspanner returning in December following their sell out concert
earlier this year.
The Chichester Comedy Club is returning on the last Friday of each month until
Christmas, bringing comedians from far and wide. This month sees Edinburgh
Fringe favourite Tom Toal as the MC, introducing Channel 4’s award winning Alan
Francis as the headline act, alongside Stephen Grant and Victor Daniels.
Those looking to make a party night of it can look to book tickets for the brilliant
Barn Dance on the 18th November where a live band will bring everybody to
their feet, calling out the moves so even the most novice dancers can take to the
floor. Alternatively, those looking for the ideal Christmas party for friends or
businesses may want to book at table at the Tinwood tasting and DJ night on
the 2nd of December.
Speakers at the Chapel include the extraordinary talent of Hugh Bonnevillle,
one of Britain’s most accomplished actors, familiar to audiences worldwide for his
roles in Notting Hill, the Paddington films and Downton Abbey. Hugh will be
interviewed by the best-selling, local author Kate Mosse about stories included in
his new autobiography ‘Playing Under the Piano’, which will be available as signed
copies on the night.
To find out more, see our advert on Page 23, or to book your tickets
head for the Graylingwell Chapel website at graylingwellchapel.com/
whats-on or email info@chichestercdt.org.uk
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DEAN OFF TO A
WINNING START
East Dean kicked off the season
with an away win against
Southwater Royals.
A Haidon Davies (pictured) first half
Hatrick and a Liam Brewer goal
secured all three points in a fine solid
performance by the team. Manager
Tom Ferre said after the game “I'm
well chuffed with the result. The boys
have had a tough pre-season schedule
and have worked hard so I’m pleased
that they have been rewarded for that”.
With no game after the postponement
of all football due to the death of the
queen and no scheduled league game,
the Boys travelled to Selsey to play
their vets team in a friendly. The score
ended 1-1 with Zachary Dray on target
for The Dean. The team are now
training at Warblington school on
Tuesdays at 7pm. Peter Kearvell

Ludicrous Meat Packaging
Nasty, outdated way of selling ham.
With that fiddly key and wraparound
unpeeling thing leaving what can only
be described as very dangerous edges
of tin for anyone to carve up their
hands on.
What's the point of it? Shaping a tin of
ham like a... what is it supposed to be
shaped like (some part of a
pig?) ...instead of a 'normal' shape to
open with a tin opener in the usual
way. Is this the 1940's? TS

An Inside Story.
A Poem by Francis
I’d not seen old Tom for ages,
He was always such a good mate.
And I had to ask him why,
He was walking with a strange gait.
The poor chap got embarrassed,
As he then described to me.
That he’d been to the hospital,
For a ‘Something’?…..oscopy.
‘’What’s one of them”? I said,
For I didn’t have a clue.
“It’s when they use a camera,
To look up inside of you”.
He was pointing as he said it,
And I began to grin.
“Are you being serious”, I said,
“Is that really where it goes in”?
Well now I understood,
No wonder he was sore.
I asked how long ago they did it,
He said six months or more.
“That’s a very long time”, said I,
“But if you're in so much pain.
Shouldn’t you be telling them,
To check it all again”?
“You don’t understand”, he said,
“That’s exactly where I’ve just been.
They replaced the batteries and film,
And put a new flashbulb in”!

UKHARVEST POP
UP PANTRIES
Providing affordable food to those
who may need a little support. Simply
bring a bag and choose the food you need for
a suggested donation of £2.50
The Grange, Midhurst, GU29 9HD
Mondays 3 - 4pm
Graylingwell Pavillion, Chichester PO19 6DA
Fridays 3.30 - 4.30pm

UKHarvest.org.uk - 01243 696940

UK HARVEST TALK
Thursday 20th October at 7pm at Singleton Village Hall
Singleton and East Dean WI invite you to join us for a talk by Yvonne Thomson
founder and CEO of UK Harvest, the local charity rescuing food destined for landfill
and redistributing it back out to other charities, lunch clubs, Hubs and food
pantries. Emphasis is placed on providing
education and information to help reduce
the 15,000,000 tons of food wasted each
year, of which 50% comes from our own
kitchen bins.
Congratulations go to Tony Bleach
Donations on the door for nonfrom The Valley Diary who, at the age members. Raffle during the evening.
of 92, has just self-published his life
Helen (811686)
story.

Tony Bleach: My
Life and Memories

Tony Bleach, My Life and Memories
of Lively Lavant (and other stuff).
You can order a copy for £10 by
emailing him at…
tonybleach@talktalk.net
All profits will go to the Lavant
Village Hall
Tony started the family haulage
business in 1921 and it is still going
strong. We wish him every success.
You can read more about this story
over at Sussex World’s website via
tinyurl.com/2fmrnr8k
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A.S.M. Carpentry
& Joinery Ltd

Over 30 years of experience in all
aspects of carpentry
Professional, Qualified, Insured
Local and Reliable
Carpentry Company
andrew@asm-carpentry.com
Phone: 01243 278659
Mobile: 07789 748368
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THE FOX GOES FREE

Fox Clay Shoots Are Back!

We are pleased to announce we will be starting our
clay shoots again from:
10th December 2022
21st January 2023
11th February 2023
Please see our website’s events page for more details
or drop us an email.

Live Music

5th October - Willie Austen
14th December - Willie Austen
31st December - Band TBC, so watch this space.

01243 811461

enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com
www.thefoxgoesfree.com
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VIOLENCE
REDUCTION
The [outgoing] Prime Minister
has visited one of the 20 Violence
Reduction Units (VRUs) across
England and Wales that were set
up with £170m of Government
funding.
He said the VRUs and new recruits
were providing police with “extra
firepower” to crack down on gangs and
tackle violent criminals.
In Sussex there was a 24% reduction in
knife-enabled crime in the year ending
September 2021 compared to the year
before; a 16% reduction in serious
violence and a 13% reduction in the
number of weapons offences.

There were 25% fewer possession of
firearms offences and a 10% reduction
in possession of bladed/sharp
instruments.

Katy Bourne, Sussex Police
& Crime Commissioner

There are still some
wildflowers to be seen on
Levin Down in September,
when I photographed this
one, which is Eyebright.
There are many different
microspecies of Eyebright, and
they all hybridise with one
another, thus it is difficult to
pin any down to a particular
species. However, the most
common is Euphrasia
nemorosa, (Euphrasia
officinalis), and this may well
be that species. This has very
small flowers, being only 5 to 8
millimetres across, and grows in grassy places on lime soils.
It is semi-parasitic on grasses, where it takes some of the nutrient from the grass
and weakens it. This allows some other wildflowers to grow where the grass cover is
thus weakened. In the past, under the “Doctrine of Signatures,” Eyebright was used
to treat eye conditions, particularly infections, as the flowers look a bit like
eyelashes. Other medicinal uses include treating inflamed nasal passages, hay fever,
common cold, bronchial conditions, and sinusitis. (You should consult your doctor
before using medicines made from eyebright, as they might not be right for you).
Other names for eyebright include bird’s eye, fairy flax, peeweets, and rock rue. Bill
Young

westdeangardens.org.uk
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