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WORST SHEEP-WORRYING
ATTACK IN MEMORY
A Flock of 116 New Zealand Romney Sheep are thought to have been killed just three hours before
they were found in West Dean. The animals, many of them pregnant, were discovered on Monday
7th March by farmer Gordon Wyeth in a field at West Dean Estate near Chichester. Sussex Police
said they had narrowed down the time of the incident to a few hours on the morning they were
found.
Rustling or a low-flying helicopter have been ruled out as possible causes. The sheep had panicked
and died either from shock or by being crushed. Sussex Police thanked people who had come
forward with information about this “horrific event”.
They say, that “as a result, we now know that the sheep were alive around 10am on the Monday,
only three to four hours before they were found dead, and have ruled out the cause being a lowflying helicopter and while we have considered a suggestion that sheep rustlers may have been
involved, have had no other reports of rustling in Sussex and given the new timeframe, this makes
it extremely unlikely.” They urged people to keep their dogs on a lead in rural areas, adding: “A
farmer can legally shoot a dog that is chasing livestock and seek compensation from the person
responsible for the animal, so please don't take the risk.”
The flock died just north of the A286 at the eastern end of West Dean village. James Osman, the
National Farmers Union adviser for Sussex, previously said he believed it was the worst incident of its kind in living memory. A
recent Farmers Guardian investigation has revealed sheep worrying shows no sign of letting up. Gordon Wyeth urges the
public to help farmers fight the continuing battle. Dog walkers are urged to keep their animals under strict control at all times
whilst in the countryside, as they can exhibit unexpected tendencies
when excited by the presence of other animals. Landowners are
urged to affix signs to entry points to sheep grazing land to warn dog
owners of their duty of care.
This was the fourth attack on Gordon Wyeth’s animals in as many
months. As investigations by Farmers Guardian have found, these
attacks show no signs of slowing down, as for the third year running
the number of dog attacks on livestock has surpassed 1,000.
Speaking to Farmers Guardian, Mr Wyeth said: “We cannot battle
with dog walkers but we need to work with the general public and ask
them to work with us... (Continued on page 4)

West Dean Stores
For all your essential items….
…and treats!

Open 11am – 11pm
Pop in and see us for lunch, afternoon tea or dinner

Call us on 01243 818163

OPEN AND SERVING FOOD ALL DAYS ON FRIDAYS,
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS

*Please come and support your local village shop*
Newspapers

Tobacco
Beers, spirits & wines
O’Hagans Sausages

PARTRIDGE QUIZ NIGHT

Local Fresh Produce

Our next Quiz Night is April 20th (also Pie & Pint* or 125ml
glass of house red, rose or white wine) *Excludes Guiness/Peroni

Groceries

MONDAY NIGHT IS GAMES NIGHT

Sundries and essentials

Every Monday from 6pm onwards. All welcome. Bring a
game of your choice and come along with your friends or on
your own and make some new friends, playing for fun with
great company. Special menu available on the night if you
choose to eat and play.

Lovely tea rooms

...and a very warm welcome

Fish and chips takeaway for £10

Open every day

Cream and Vintage Afternoon Teas

Singleton, West Sussex, 01243 811251

½ day Tuesday and Sunday

www.thepartridgeinn.co.uk
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Useful Telephone
Numbers
Valley Parish (Rev. Kevan Robinson)
East Dean Fete
East Dean PC Clerk
East Dean Village Hall
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
Lavant Road Pharmacy
Local Police
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean
Police (Local Officer)
Singleton Fete
Singleton Parish Council Chairman
Singleton School
Singleton Tearooms
Singleton Village Hall
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Office
Shop
Post Office
West Dean College
West Dean Fete
West Dean Gardens
West Dean PC Clark
West Dean School
West Dean Stores

The Team

01243 811213
01243 811805
07918 631987
01243 811358
01243 527264
01243 380185
101
01243 811270
01243 TBA
01243 811451
01243 TBA
077754 06782
01243 818037
01243 811786
01243 811679
01243 811899
01243 811453
01243 811363
01243 811020
01243 811023
01243 811301
01243 811247
01243 818221
01243 266092
01243 811247
01243 818163

You will notice that the Pubs and B&Bs have been excluded from this listing now
and moved across to The Valley Diary Online Community at
www.valleydiary.org. Paying advertisers and businesses remain in the printed
edition as well, of course. Please help The Valley Diary to continue by lending
your support with a small advert.

HELP TURN A TRICKLE INTO A FLOOD!

People have already started to donate items for the East Dean Church
Fete on June 11th but we would still like more. If you have any items for
the following stalls we would love to hear from you.
Bric-a Brac - Household items - Tombola - Books
Toys - CDs - Games - Clothing and Furnishings
There will be a collection day before the Fete, but if you would like items
collected sooner. Please contact Robert or Wendy Heather

01243 811608
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Ted Salmon, Editor
ted@valleydiary.org
01243 818161
David Mather, Advertising &
Accounts
david@valleydiary.org
01243 811451
Chris Kelly, Distribution
chris@valleydiary.org
01243 811833
John Elliott, Inserts

john.elliott811929@btopenworld.com

01243 811786

The Distribution Team
East Dean
Tim Weeks
Pearl O’Leary
Charlton
Penny Buchan
John Elliott
Singleton
Sue Millar
Jane Penny
Heather Kaminski
West Dean
Carol Corbett
Jonalyn Mills
Geoff Osborne
Victoria Muggeridge
Micky Johns
Binderton
Barbara Boxall
Chilgrove
Peter Rice
Strettington
John Elliott
The legal bit: W e (The Va lley Dia r y Tea m )
make every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any error
in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by the
businesses or individuals appearing in its pages. In
short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

SINGLETON
FETE
SATURDAY 9th JULY
Please put the above date in your diaries!
And if there are any newcomers to the
area who would like to be involved in
this important village event, please do
get in touch.

Judy Fathers
Mobile: 07776 258230
Have you made a note to support the

EAST DEAN
CHURCH FETE
Saturday 11th June
Please write it in your diary now!
The beautiful Church of All Saints in
EAST DEAN will be filled with floral
displays for a spectacular

FLOWER
FESTIVAL

WORST SHEEP-WORRYING ATTACK IN MEMORY
Continued from front page...
…What we need to do is ask members of the public to help us farmers, and if they
see a dog loose in a field, or walking without a lead, take a picture or video on your
phone and send it to the police. It is only the minority of people who choose not to
care about livestock, but we need to educate everyone if any change is to be made.”
Sussex police are investigating the attack which they believe was caused by a dog
herding the sheep into a tight group.
My Wyeth said the field the sheep were settling on sloped into a narrow
passageway, leading them to die from shock or from being crushed in the flock.
Mr Wyeth thanked the farming community for their generosity after a Just Giving
page was created to help the family deal with the financial loss.
Set up by a member of the farming community, in less than 24-hours, the page
has overtaken its target of £1,000.
Along with many farmers throughout
the UK, Mr Wyeth said 'the law is not
BERRY STONEWORK
strong enough'. Currently the law
states a dog owner found guilty of
SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE BRICKWORK
allowing their dog to worry livestock
RESTORATION CONSERVATION
may face a fine of up to £1,000. The
Animals Act 1971 says that where a dog
RENOVATION
injures livestock the owner is strictly
liable. To escape liability, the burden of
DUNCAN BERRY
proof is on the owner of the dog to
show that he should not be liable
duncanpberry@gmail.com
because the farmer/victim is wholly at
fault or that he has voluntarily
PHONE
accepted the risk in some areas.

07557 515314
01243 539279

16th and 17th July
There will be a concert featuring the
talented Lavant Valley Voices on
Saturday evening
Full details will be here soon! Definitely a
weekend not to be missed!
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CHARITY
CASINO
NIGHT
The Dean pub in West Dean will
be hosting a charity casino night
to raise money for the West Dean
Primary school on Saturday 16th
of April. There will be tables of
Blackjack, Roulette and Craps
including advice and tuition on
how to play as well as some fun
side games. It’s five pounds to
enter and then you can buy chips
to play with. The people with the
most chips at the end win prizes.
On offer are a bottle of the “just
down the road” local Tinwoods
Brut (one of the greatest of the
British fizzes that has outweighed
some of the finest French
champagne houses), a meal for
two in The Dean pub with their
continuing excellent and
inventive menu or original
framed cartoons published in
Private Eye and The Spectator by
Guy Venables, (who signs himself
Guy) who is also organizing the
event. The picture shown is the
original cartoon top prize (or
“something for your loo wall” as
Guy puts it) which was published
in The Spectator in February
2016 and would normally
command a price of £300. The
event starts at 7.30pm and first
twenty people will get a free
cocktail. The organisers are also
encouraging people to dress
“casino” which could be anything
from black tie to low life Las
Vegas hustler.

NEW BOWLS
SEASON LOOMS
John Jones
West Dean Bowls Club begin their outdoor
season with a roll up on the rinks in West Dean
Gardens on 12th April at 6pm, weather
permitting. Roll ups will continue on Tuesday
and Friday evenings starting at 6pm (unless
there is a match).
If you're interested, why not come along and give it a try? Beginners or experienced
bowlers welcome. For more information please contact: Jim Sharrod on 01243 527341
May 2016 Matches
Friday 6th, Midhurst, Home - Thursday 19th, Little Spain, Home
Tuesday 24th, Southbourne, Away - Sunday 29th, Emsworth, Away

HOSPITAL
TRANSPORT

100 Club
Lesley Calloway

This Month’s Winners!
1st Prize… A Wilson
2nd Prize… J Gibbard
3rd Prize… P Barc
“It’s the constant nit picking that gets to me”

There used to be a Hospital Transport
scheme around the valley to help those
who needed a lift for critical
appointments. It seemed to cease a few
years ago but there is evidence of a
current need. If you are interested in
helping to sort out a scheme or are in
need, please get in touch. If you can help
please contact John Elliott on 811786.

MILESTONE
GARAGE
COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

01730 813148
Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance
All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
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SEEING SPOTS AT WEST
DEAN PRIMARY SCHOOL
With the exciting news that there are now
101 children in attendance at West Dean
School, it seemed obvious to take 101
Dalmations as the school theme for World
Book Day on the 3rd March. Teachers and
pupils alike threw themselves into the spirit
of things. There were spots everywhere –
Cruella de Vil even made an appearance –
trying to catch those little spotted cuties at
playtime.
All our 7-11yr olds have been enjoying
weekly swimming training this Spring term
at Westgate Leisure Centre, in preparation
for a week of swimming galas and events.
The team started well, winning the
Chichester Cormorants Primary School
Swimming Gala. West Dean have become
the ‘team to beat’ and coped well under the
pressure, with some personal bests swum on the night. In the second gala of the week, the
Primary School Sports Partnership Gala at the Arun Leisure Centre, the team were
victorious again. Finally, the school’s elite swimming team took part in the English Schools
Swimming Association Gala in the Small Schools section. The team put in some remarkable
times, against some of the larger schools and definitely left their mark on the event. Our
thanks go to coach, Mrs. Goacher, and staff members Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Prudence and Mrs.
Cruttenden, for their support and encouragement.
A dynamic school council attended the Parish Council meeting, with Headteacher, Mrs.
Moss, to present the school report outlining the school’s activities and efforts. The School
Council is a group of children, voted for by their peers, who are responsible for representing
their year group. It is a wonderful way for the children to take a responsible role within the
school, and participate in influencing and improving the day to day running of the school.
Congratulations to the children who attended the meeting for presenting so clearly and
confidently to the Parish Council.
West Dean School is part of the Goodwood Area Schools family group: the six schools
regularly work together to provide enrichment opportunities for pupils in a variety of subject
areas. In March, the focus for the workshop days was developing French speaking skills. 8
children aged between 7 and 11yrs attended the sessions at St Blaise Centre in Boxgrove,
returning to school with increased enthusiasm, confidence and skills in speaking French.
The 14th of March saw a week-long focus which the school calls “Alive and Kicking.” Across
the week teachers and children learnt how to be healthy, stay safe and have fun. The children
were also encouraged to participate in activities and sports each day, including a daily 1km
walk or run, karate, drama and most exciting of all, the children were able to wear their
sports clothes all week.
A team of dancers from school will be taking part in a “dance off” on Monday 21st March.
This is a dance festival which the children participate in each year. They have a huge amount
of fun representing the school on stage with a large audience of children, families and
friends, and benefit greatly from this performance opportunity.
Finally, our Year 6 children will be in and around Singleton School to complete their
Bikeability training (cycling proficiency to all us oldies) from 21st March – we wish them the
best of luck.

07899 753464

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:



Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.



Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)



Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication



Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist



Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

Opening Hours
9am - 6pm Monday to Friday
9am - 11.30am
Saturdays

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/
Fortnightly

Ironing service a
speciality
Office: 023 9278 5868
Mobile: 07825 618121
References/
recommendations available
on request
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ICONIC DJ SISTER BLISS, ENGLISH ELECTRONIC
DUO BASEMENT JAXX AND RADIO 1 & 1XTRA
DJ, MISTAJAM AT GOODWOOD TO PERFORM ON
THREE FRIDAY NIGHTS; A VIBRANT COMBINATION
OF RACING, MUSIC AND DANCING IN JUNE
After dark, dancing shoes will replace horse shoes as the Parade Ring transforms
into a unique music arena. Thousands of race-goers will assemble at the stage
after an afternoon of racing for an evening filled with music and dancing at one of
Britain’s most picturesque racecourses, nestled within the heart of Goodwood
Estate’s rolling countryside.
Sister Bliss – (Faithless DJ set) - 3 June
The musical force behind Faithless, world-renowned DJ and record producer
Sister Bliss needs no introduction. As a house DJ she continues to dominate with
residences at leading clubs Ministry of Sound, London and Space, Ibiza. She is
set to make an explosive start to this year’s Three Friday Nights.
MistaJam – 10 June
Radio 1 & 1Xtra DJ, Mistajam makes his own rules. Playing at some of the finest
clubs around the world, his fearless approach to delivering the ultimate blend of
music has seen his army of supporters grow.
Chantelle Fiddy, Mixmag said; “MistaJam is clearly the future of radio and if I had
a new tune to break I’d definitely go to him.” MistaJam will take to the stage in
the Goodwood Parade Ring for what is sure to be a night of big beats.
Basement Jaxx (DJ Set) – 17 June
Electronic dance duo Felix Buxton and Simon Ratcliffe have come a long way from
the regular nights held in Brixton. The Glastonbury-headlining, three-millionalbum-selling, Brit and Grammy-winning maestros of global house and big beats
continue to deliver and are set to provide the soundtrack to an unforgettable finale
to the Three Friday Nights.
Gordon Enclosure tickets start at £35.00 and Richmond Enclosure at £45.00.
Please visit www.goodwood.com/3fn or call the ticket office on 01243 216
610.Tickets are now on general sale.

SINGLETON
VILLAGE HALL
Our attractive Village Hall is for hire

Skittle Alley for Hire
Well equipped kitchen
Reasonable rates
All you need for your
event

Please contact Sue
Saunders on 01243
811365

SOUTHDOWNS
TAXI SERVICE
Throughout The
Valley and beyond
Pre-Booked Only

Please ring
Andy Doyle

01243 811511
Homeopath

SALLY NUNN
L.C.C.H., R.S.Hom., FSDSHom

4 St. John’s Street, Chichester
59 High Street, Arundel

BRIDGE IN SINGLETON

Our informal Bridge Group is now meeting regularly in The Partridge Inn on a
Tuesday afternoon, although personnel varies depending on other commitments.
We also have interest from a few Lavant residents! If you would like to join us
without obligation please ring David on 01243 811451, or Di on 07759 565703
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01903 884466
www.sallynunn.com
e-mail: homeopathy@sallynunn.com
REGISTERED WITH THE SOCIETY OF
HOMEOPATHS

NORTHERN BYPASS
IS DROPPED!
Chichester Deserves Better
Last week news broke that the public
consultation concerning the A27 had been
delayed until the late spring. Both District
and County Council issued a joint statement about how disappointed they were that the
consultation had been delayed yet again.
Highways England also released a project update, in which they stated;
‘Our focus, in line with the expectations set out in the Government’s Road Investment
Strategy (RIS), will be on upgrading four junctions on the existing A27 and we will be
consulting on a number of options and permutations.’
On Friday 4th March rumours were confirmed when Arundel MP Nick Herbert tweeted a
letter he had received from Andrew Jones (Under Secretary of State for Transport) which
categorically confirmed that the consultation would not include a northern option.
Highways England were pressed to confirm their previous and rather ambiguous comments
and late on Friday afternoon they released a further statement;
‘We can confirm a northern bypass will not be part of our proposals’.
The reasons why Highways England have chosen to drop a northern bypass have not yet
become clear.
Throughout this campaign Chichester Deserves Better have been concerned that the
principle of a road along the boundary of the National Park as well as the lack of due process,
with minimal public engagement, have been fundamentally flawed.
Andrew Tyrie, as MP for Chichester, has been instrumental in achieving a satisfactory
outcome at this stage and has continually pushed for proper upgrades to the existing route
and a coherent transport strategy for the area as a whole.
Thanks are also due to those many individuals, parish councils and residents associations
that have signed the CDB petition and written to MP's, Councillors and Highways England
and attended many meetings where this topic has been debated.
What next?
We need to ensure Chichester gets the best solution to the traffic congestion on the A27 and
Chichester Deserves Better now want to focus our efforts on ensuring the best option is
selected to upgrade the existing road.
We therefore wish to encourage continued community engagement to ensure an optimum
outcome for a safe, sustainable and effective transport (highways) system for Chichester.
This fits with our maxim that ‘Chichester Deserves Better’ - that is what we truly believe.
Chichester deserves a solution that improves the road for both local and through traffic and
has the best economic benefit locally and regionally, whilst protecting our precious
countryside and heritage. In our view Bigger is not Better!
We have been accused of being NIMBYs and being funded by wealthy individuals in
opposing a northern bypass. The truth is that CDB is simply a group of committed and
passionate local people who want what is best for all residents of Chichester.
Key milestones on the scheme were set out in the Department of Transport letter to Nick
Herbert, being;
Full public consultation on the short list of options - Spring / early Summer 2016
The preferred route designed in more detail.
Full statutory consultation on the preferred route - 2017 (dates to be confirmed)
Start of works (if planning consent granted) - 2018/2019
Works completed and open for traffic - Option dependant : 2021 - 2023

Check www.chichesterdeservesbetter.co.uk for more on this story

East Dean
Village Hall
The original village hall has been sensitively
restored and modernised to include a
catering standard kitchen and full disabled
access. With its own car park it is suitable
for almost any occasion.

To book the Hall, or arrange to see it,
phone Jill Mountford 01243 811358

www.eastdeanhall.co.uk

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
25yrs+ Exp. - Fast reliable Service
Located at Binderton
Competitive rates - On site advice
New machines with discount
Part Exchange - Collection
Delivery

www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003
07979 752242

Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired Heating Engineer

01798 344213 - 07779 113343
Caytonsltd@gmail.com
www.caytonsltd.com
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CALLING ALL
MAKERS TO
DESIGN AND
CRAFT FAIR
FEATURING
MADE
West Dean College, 3th - 5th June 2016
www.westdean.org.uk
The successful West Dean Design and
Craft Fair will be returning for its third
year. Exhibitor registration is now open
and the College is calling for printmakers,
designers and makers to show and sell
their work. There will be additional
hands-on taster workshops and free
demonstrations in contemporary art and
craft run by the College. Last year over
5,000 people enjoyed the event which
takes place in the grounds and workshops
of West Dean, organised by the College in
collaboration with the team behind the
highly successful MADE London, MADE
Brighton and the Brighton Art Fair. New
for this year is a dedicated print section
exhibiting and selling original prints.
“The Design and Craft Fair has proved
hugely successful with an amazing array
of original crafts to admire and buy on
the stands,” commented Alison Baxter,
Head of Creative Enterprise at the
College. “To whet visitors’ appetite we are
increasing the number of highly popular,
professional workshops for 2016, from
basketweaving to making a silver ring or
a colourful print, and many more.”
The College has a reputation for teaching
in traditional and contemporary art and
craft.
Tickets for Design and Craft Fair will go
on sale early next year at

www.westdean.org.uk

LADIES’ NIGHT
AT THE STAR
Eden Davies
Once again a large number of ladies
turned up at our third Ladies’ Night
at the Star and Garter in East Dean.
Some came for half an hour, others
for an hour or longer, a few had
supper after the others had left. Each
person can take it as they please. It
was good to see Karen (Barrett) back
after her long sojourn in South Africa
with her family, and to hear of her
interesting trip to Botswana.
So successful have our evenings been
that it was decided to continue it for a
further two months, so put these
dates in your diary!
April 12th and May 13th – both at
7pm.

MIDHURST
LOGS
2yrs Seasoned Hardwood
Cut and Split to order
Est. Since 1992

Call for current prices
Free Local Delivery
Tel: 01730 815302 or 07787
565544

WANTED FOR
LILIANE’S FAMOUS
STALL AT
SINGLETON FETE
COSTUME JEWELLERY,
ACCESSORIES & ALL
MANNER OF PRETTY
THINGS
WILL GLADLY COLLECT

01243 811368
THE PARTRIDGE INN
SPIRITFM QUIZ
Please note that the quiz, which was
scheduled for the Easter Weekend
has been shifted to

Sunday 3rd April 2016

01243 811251

Clock conservation
restoration & repair

Jon Butt Bsc (Hons) T. 023 92 631836
E. hello@jonbuttclocks.co.uk
www.jonbuttclocks.co.uk
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MOONLIGHT WALK
SET FOR EIGHTH
AMAZING YEAR
The Fundraising Team at St Wilfrid’s Hospice is calling on walkers from around
the area to join them on their annual Moonlight Walk, now in its eighth year.
Registration for the sponsored event has begun, and the number of applications is
already growing rapidly.
The Walk takes place on Saturday 7th May at 10pm with the option of either a five
or ten mile route around the City. Starting and ending at the Westgate Leisure
Centre, the route guides walkers through the cobbled streets, along the Roman
Walls, and into Bishop’s Palace Garden, which is not normally open to the public
after dark.
Participants choose to walk with friends or family to remember loved ones, or just
to contribute towards a good cause. There is a £15 entry fee which includes a Tshirt, refreshments, a light breakfast and a relaxing massage at the end. It is hoped
that entrants’ own fundraising efforts
will raise another £50 to £100 to help St
Wilfrid’s continue its valuable work
within the community and make a huge
difference to the lives of patients, their
families and friends. An incredible
£69,500 was raised at last year’s
Moonlight Walk, and the Fundraising
Team is hoping to exceed this amount in
2016.
The deadline for registration is Friday
22nd April. If you are interested in
walking or helping as a volunteer, call
the Fundraising team on 01243 755827,
email moonlightwalk@stwh.co.uk or
visit Moonlightwalk.stwh.co.uk
St. Wilfrid’s Hospice, Chichester, 01243 775302, www.stwh.co.uk

Singleton and Charlton Parish Council
Parish Council Meetings for 2016
Wednesday evenings starting at 7pm in Singleton Village Hall

25th May - Annual Parish Meeting, 20th July
21st September, 23rd November
Members of the public are welcome to attend and if you have something you
would like discussed please get in touch with the clerk who can put it on the
agenda. Agendas will be published no later than three working days before a
meeting and minutes are available.

We clean your oven……so you
don’t have to

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor or Aga professionally
cleaned

ALL TYPES OF
GARDENING WORK

Phil Bateman
Landline: 01243 763000
Mobile: 07908 433946

Garden Shed and Household
Clearance

Strimming, Hedge Cutting, Lawn
Mowing, Shrub Pruning, New Borders
Created, etc… etc…

GARY

www.ovenwizards.com
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01243 811217
Mobile: 07977 346380

WORLD FAMOUS CHILDREN’S AUTHOR VISITS
SINGLETON PRIMARY SCHOOL
World famous children’s author
and former Children’s Laureate
Julia Donaldson MBE made a
very special visit to Singleton
Primary School to help
celebrate their Year of Reading
on 1 March, just ahead of
World Book Day on 3 March.
Bestselling author of The
Gruffalo, which repeatedly tops
the charts of the UK’s favourite
children’s book, as well as Stick
Man, Room on the Broom and Tiddler among many others, Julia has sold over 40
million books worldwide and has had a number of her works made into awardwinning animated movies.
Julia was accompanied on her visit by her husband Malcolm and together they
performed The Gruffalo story in an assembly for the whole school, with all the
teachers as willing woodland creatures. Children were then invited to ask Julia a
number of questions about her books and her inspiration. She then went on to
provide a workshop for the junior years in which they discussed different styles of
writing and acted out another of Julia’s books “The Magic Paintbrush”. At the end of
a wonderfully exciting day parents and members of the public were welcomed to
school to buy Julia’s books and to meet the author and have them autographed.
Head Teacher Christopher Todd said “What a pleasure to meet such an inspirational
author and learn about her work and what a wonderful opportunity for the children”.
Julia was most impressed by the welcome she received for her visit and
complimented Singleton saying “We had a lovely afternoon. What a great little school
it is. Such nice teachers and children.”
During the rest of the week the children continued to celebrate books and on World
Book Day all dressed up as their favourite literary characters. The school will
continue their dedicated Year of Reading with further activities to expand the
children’s appreciation of the importance of literature and literacy - information will
be published in The Valley Diary.
Singleton Primary School is a very small and unique state primary school located
between Chichester and Midhurst at the heart of the stunning South Downs. We
currently have some availability for new starters, for more information please contact
the school office on 01243 811679.

WILDLIFE SURVEY
Singleton & Charlton Parish Council are working with The West Sussex Wildlife Trust to
undertake a wildlife survey on the river Lavant and its tributaries and ponds throughout the
Parish.
The survey is imminent and scheduled to start on the 14th April, however if weather permits,
this date may be bought forward. The survey may also continue periodically through to
September.
Fran Southgate, Wetlands Officer with The Sussex Wildlife Trust will be conducting the
survey and will be accompanied by Parish Councillors who are responsible for Wildlife:
Cllr Diane Snow, Wildlife Trust liaison, 01243 811894
Cllr Diana Parish, Ponds
Cllr Julia Wilder, Wildlife & South Downs National Park liaison
Any results from the survey will be submitted to the Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre and
it is hoped that a diversity information board will be erected on the village green at
Singleton.
Chalk streams are rare habitats; Britain has 85% of the worlds chalk streams the other 15%
being in Northern France. The winterbourne in our valley is unique in that due to a rock
formation to the west; it has three areas within Singleton with springs which have water for
10 - 11 months a year.
Please be assured that the survey will be conducted within the river itself and every effort
will be made not to disturb the privacy of those that live alongside.
Should you have any questions or wish to discuss anything with regards to the survey,
please don’t hesitate to get in contact with either Cllr Diane Snow or Jane Landstrom,
Clerk of Singleton & Charlton Parish Council. singletonparishcouncil1@gmail.com
01798 669118 www.singletonparishcouncil.co.uk
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Fully Insured and
Certificated
I.C.S. Registered
ALSO SWEEP LOGBURNERS

West Dean Pre-School
Nursery
Ages 2½ - 5
Monday to Friday
9.05am - 1pm
(Within the grounds of West Dean
Primary School)
For

more information
phone

Paula
on

01243 811423

FULL CASTING ANNOUNCED FOR AN
ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE
Chichester Festival Theatre
Hugh Bonneville is joined by Abigail
Cruttenden, Jonathan Cullen, William
Gaminara and Adam James
22nd April – 21st May.
Hugh Bonneville returns to the stage in AN
ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE by Henrik
Ibsen, in a version by Christopher
Hampton, directed by Howard Davies. He
is joined by a distinguished company which also includes Trevor Cooper, Jim
Creighton, Abigail Cruttenden (as Mrs Stockmann), Jonathan Cullen (as
Aslaksen), Michael Fox, William Gaminara (as Peter Stockmann), Adam James
(as Hovstad) and Alice Orr-Ewing. A local community company will also take part
in the play.
The brilliant Dr Stockmann, Chief Medical Officer of the Baths, has made a
shocking scientific discovery about the standards of sanitation at the popular local
spa. Luckily technology has a ready solution: the polluted baths must close
immediately, so cleansing and rebuilding work can be carried out. But not
everyone sees things quite so simply. What about the impact of closure on
tourism, property and commerce? What about the town’s wider image and
reputation? Dr Stockmann’s brother, the Mayor, has one drastic response. The
local tradespeople and property owners have another. Now it is up to the liberal
press. Dare they print the facts Dr Stockmann has uncovered, and let the public
make up their own minds?
Ibsen’s play is a searing examination of the intricate workings of power and
influence, and an investigation into who holds real authority in society.
Tickets: 01243 781312, cft.org.uk

SINGLETON &
CHARLTON
PARISH
COUNCIL NEW
WEBSITE
Please take a look at our new
website which tells you everything
you need to know about your local
PC.
You will find information on:
 Meetings including agendas and

draft minutes
 Who your councillors are and

what they are responsible for
 Policies
 Budget & expenditure
 Resilience including Winter

emergencies
 How to become a councillor and

get involved
www.singletonparishcouncil.co.uk

Spring Remembrance Service

Francis Ward

SATURDAY 7th MAY 2016
The Sussex Yeomanry Association will be holding their Spring Remembrance
Service at the Waymark Memorial in Charlton (post code PO18 0HU) which will
commence at 11.30hrs and will be conducted by our Padre the Rev. Bob Mitchell.
In this Spring Remembrance Service, we especially
remember those lives lost in the Battle of the Somme
one hundred years ago. We will have the support of
our serving unit, 1(Sussex Yeomanry) Troop (EOD)
RE (V) and our affiliated ACF Troop from Newhaven,
who will parade the Sussex Yeomanry Guidon and the
ACF Troop Standard. This year our President is pleased to announce that we will
have the support of the local Royal British Legion (RBL).
Coffee will be available at the Fox Goes Free Pub from 11am

Specialist CACI Clinic
As a highly experienced practitioner, I can offer CACI treatments at
my treatment room in Lavant or in the comfort of your home.
 Tightens, lifts & tones facial muscles
 Softens fine lines
 Improves the skins appearance

 The UK’s most popular non-surgical
anti-ageing treatment
 Over 20 years medical research, proven
results & celebrity endorsements

I also offer:
Facials, waxing, reflexology, massage, manicures, pedicures, pamper parties

Karyn: 07769 183908
e: karyn@beauty-onthemove.co.uk
w: beauty-onthemove.co.uk
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Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Do you have LPG?
Qualified in all your LPG domestic cooker &
boiler installation, servicing needs

Plus LPG swimming pool boilers
Please see main advert for other services
T/A Bletchley Spas & Pools,
Brightside, Singleton, West
Sussex, PO18 0EX

01243 811960
07941 039378

The Valley Parish of East Dean, Singleton & West Dean

Church News
A warm welcome awaits you at our Services in April 2016
Sunday 3rd…

Sunday 10th…

Sunday 17th…

8am

Communion at Singleton Church

10am

Communion at East Dean Church

8am

Communion at East Dean Church

10am

Communion at Singleton Church

8am

Communion at Singleton Church

10am

Communion at West Dean Church
(with AllStars)

Sunday 24th…

8am

Communion at East Dean Church

10am

Family Communion service at West Dean Church

Other information
Open office at The Rectory, most Thursday’s 9am- 1pm. Drop in
for an informal chat with Rev Kev. Or if you’d prefer a home
visit at a different time; please phone 01243 811213
Band practice for family services; 2pm at West Dean Church
Most Saturdays in April/ May and June
Parents & School’s support group; 1.40- 2.40pm at The Rectory
Next date will be Tuesday 19th April
Priest-In-Charge

Church Wardens

Mrs Wendy Goacher 01243 811641

Rev Kev Robinson

Mrs Lisa Emmerson 01243 811939

The Rectory
Singleton
PO18 0EZ

PCC Secretary

01243 811213

Mrs Karen Searle Barrett

k.robinson275@btinternet.com

Karen.chris1@btinternet.com
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Calling all Singleton and Charlton Residents!
COME AND CELEBRATE HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II’S 90th
BIRTHDAY ON SUNDAY 12th JUNE AT THE VILLAGE HALL
We will be having a hog roast cooked by West Dean’s Forest Hogs accompanied by delicious
salads made by the village hall committee. There will be sausages too for the children who
may prefer that. Vegetarian sausages too will be provided.
Donations of cakes will be most welcome for dessert. There will be no charge.
Event starts at 4pm.
Soft drinks, tea and coffee will be available. Bring your own drinks, plus table and chairs.
Further details to follow on a flier. We will be asking for an idea of numbers for catering
purposes. Make and wear a crown if you like.
There will be a prize for best adult crown and best child’s.

Birthday Beacon Bangers and Beer!
April 21st is Her Majesty The Queen’s
90th birthday. In celebration of this a
chain of beacons will be lit on hilltops
across the country and East Dean will
have one of them. Everyone who is in the
village that night is welcome to join in.
We will gather in the church car park at
7.45pm. Tea-light lanterns will be given
to all the children, so they should be
wearing thick, non-inflammable gloves, just to be on the safe side. Then we will
walk up Court Hill to light the beacon. We have yet to be notified by the Royal
Pageantmaster when exactly we should strike the match, but it is likely to be
round about 8.30. From up there, on the roof of Sussex, we should be able to see
several other beacons flare into the sky, and join in celebrating the 90th birthday
of the only monarch in England’s long history ever to reach that age.
After that, for everyone who wants it, there will be a Birthday Banquet of bangers
and mash and a pint of beer for £12.50 at the Star and Garter, and after that,
anyone who hasn’t got anything terribly important to do on Friday can stay and
make a night of it! Participation in this evening is, of course, completely free of
charge, although we will have a whip-round to defray the £107 cost of the public
liability insurance which we are legally obliged to take out for the event. Tim
Weeks.

COULD YOU BENEFIT FROM A HOME
FIRE SAFETY VISIT?
A Home Fire Safety Visit is a free service by West Sussex
Fire and Rescue Service, involving a pre-arranged visit to
your home. The visit will focus on three key areas:
• Identifying and being aware of the potential fire risks
within your home.
• Knowing what to do in order to reduce or prevent these
risks.
• Ensuring you have working smoke alarms.
The Service visits more than 6,000 homes each year, which has undoubtedly reduced the
number and severity of fires in the home. West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service offer visits to:
• Those aged 65 or over
• Lone adult/lone parent with young children
• Those with a permanent disability
• Those that have permanent mobility difficulties
• Those with a Careline/Lifeline
• Those who cannot hear a standard smoke alarm and live alone
The Service has recently launched a new film highlighting how Home Fire Safety Visits are
helping thousands of residents to remain living safely and independently in their own
homes.
To request a Visit call 0845 872 9719 or visit http://ow.ly/YniPb
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Careful & competent

WINDOW
CLEANING
STEPHEN PINE

Please ask for a quotation
stephennpine@gmail.com

01243 670191
07887 752056

THE VALLEY GARDENING CLUB IS
BRANDISHING BACON BAPS!
Will you be at the Valley Gardening Club's annual Bacon Bap morning? It is at
East Dean Village Hall starting at 10.30am on Monday 25th April. There is no
admission charge but donations of any garden related products e.g. seedlings,
spare seeds, plant pots etc would be gratefully received by Vicky and Glen who
will be running a produce table.
Over a cup of coffee or tea and a very tasty bacon bap you will be able to chat
to old friends perhaps make new ones and buy some raffle tickets.
If you have already renewed your membership of the Valley Garden Club, thank you. We will have your membership card
detailing all the 2016 events ready for you to collect (if you are unable to do this it will be delivered by a member of the
committee in early May). Jill will be there, keen and eager to enrol new members, so we hope that she will be kept busy all
morning!
Please don’t forget that if you have joined the Club before the end of the morning you will be entered into our £25 Hillier
Garden Gift Token Draw. Should you be unable to be with us but want to join the Club or would like to know more about it
please do not hesitate to contact Jill Mountford in East Dean 811358, Penny Buchan in Charlton 811544, Elaine Kelly in
Singleton 811833, Tony Boxall in West Dean 811361 or me Jonalyn Mills 818140. We look forward to welcoming you to our first
event of the year.
DO YOU REALIZE THAT EACH
MONTH THERE ARE 1000
COPIES OF THE VALLEY
DIARY PRINTED AND WE
ESTIMATE THAT IT IS READ
BY IN EXCESS OF 3,500
PEOPLE, RESIDENTS AND
VISITORS ALIKE?
If you have a business locally, why
not advertise with us? Rates are
VERY REASONABLE an d w ill
bring your business to the notice of
most people to the north of
Chichester and much further afield.
Advertising format is for Lineage
(2/3/4 line), small ads, single box,
double box, or quarter page, either
letterbox or portrait.
To find out more without
obligation please ring David on
01243 811451, or 07973 820877
Special economy rates available for
local businesses and residents

MUSEUM NEWS
The Weald & Downland Open Air
Museum has announced the dates of its
Spring/Summer 2016 Dementia Friendly
sessions, which cover: Gridshell artefact
store, taste of the past, sounds of the
past, traditional crafts: textiles, smell of
the past, and Tudor farmhouse. Please
see www.wealddown.co.uk/living-wellwith-dementia-2016/ for details.
The Weald & Downland Open Air
Museum is hosting two exciting trips, to
help provide much-needed support for
the Museum. Join the Hattingley Valley
Wines Talk & Tour on Wednesday 20th
April and Visit Knepp Castle Estate’s
rewilding project on Thursday 12th May
2016. To find out more or to book your
place(s) on the above event, please
visit www.wealddown.co.uk/whats-on or
contact Katie Jardine on 01243 811010
or office@wealddown.co.uk
MOT’s, Servicing
Diagnostics, Tyres, Exhausts
Air Con Servicing
Body Repairs
General Mechanical Repairs
Free vehicle collection/
delivery within 6 mile radius
Courtesy Car Available

Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

Tel: 01730 813000
Fax: 01730 812227
M B Motors Midhurst Ltd

Wedglen Park
Bepton Road, Midhurst
West Sussex, GU29 9RE
info@mbmotors-midhurst.co.uk
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KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748

THE LAVANT VALLEY DECORATIVE
AND FINE ARTS SOCIETY

Little Hair Company

The Lavant Valley Decorative and Fine Arts Society are a
very friendly and welcoming society who meet in the historic
Assembly Rooms, Chichester, at 2pm on the second Tuesday
of every month from October to June. They have a varied,
interesting and stimulating programme of lectures given by
leading experts in their fields on all aspects of the visual arts
and architecture, sometimes linked to music, drama and
literature. Their Visits Programme takes them to museums, art galleries, stately
homes and gardens. Some visits are planned to link with a lecture, while others
are arranged to coincide with current major exhibitions in London and elsewhere.
Their annual Summer Social takes place in an historic or arts-related setting,
chosen to offer new insights into the venue itself and to provide an opportunity for
socialising over a meal or drinks.
They support Young Arts through our contribution to local primary schools, which
enables them to develop specific projects. In conjunction with other Sussex
NADFAS Societies they sponsor a student at West Dean College.
If you are interested in the arts this Society is for you. Topics of interest, past and
future include lectures on wide and varied topics including John Ogden, Titian,
Capability Brown, Lalique, and visits to gardens and houses.
lavantvalleydfas.org.uk

CHICHESTER CONSERVATION
VOLUNTEERS Tasks for APRIL
LAVINGTON: Sunday 3rd: Conservation
– Heathland Management on Lavington
Common with Scott Robertson: 10am:
552113 or 07815 021331
HEYSHOTT: Sunday 10th: Conservation
– Chalk Downland Management with
Richard Wilson on Heyshott Down
10am: 528056
WOOLBEDING: Sunday 17th:
Conservation – Dry Stone Walling on
Woolbeding Common with Rodney
Wildman 10am: 07939 856191
FISHBOURNE: Sunday 24th:
Conservation – Wetland Meadow
Management with Claire Wilton: 10am:
788833 or 07952 054239

RSPB Events for APRIL
BRACKLESHAM: Sunday 10th: Morning
Bird Walk on Medmerry with Chris
Furlepa of RSPB. Car park end of
Clappers Lane: 9.30am

CHICHESTER: Thursday 28th:
Illustrated Talk by Peter Holden at
The Pallant Suite, Masonic Hall,
South Pallant at 7.30pm
IPING: Saturday 30th: Walk on Iping
Common and Stedham Common
with Rob Yarham. Iping Common car
park: 9.30am

FREELANCE
HAIRDRESSING
SERVICE

L
H

C

SALON STYLING AT HOME
CUTTING, COLOURING AND
BARBERING
9 YEARS EXPERIENCE,
QUALIFIED AND INSURED
Professional, friendly service

Call today for a consultation
07722 132252

01730817359
07742874883
shaunthesweep@aol.com
Midhurst based
All types of chimneys swept
Birds’ nests removed
Brush and vacuum
No mess / No Fuss - Fully insured

SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST
SELSEY: Saturday
9th: Coffee Morning
and Open Garden at
28 Woodland Road,
Selsey from 10am: £1:
602303
WEST DEAN:
Saturday 30th: Open
Day with guided walks and woodland
displays: 11am: Parking at West Dean
Gardens car park. 497542

Maria Wildman
01243 262833
wildthings2@waitrose.com

Your local community Museum

Upcoming events

 Historic Clothing Exhibition, 2-8 April
 Shepherding & Shepherds’ Huts display,
9-10 April

 Dementia-friendly sessions, 14, 21, 28 April

Become a member
Benefits of annual membership include free
admission (inc. special events), Museum
magazines and 10% discount in our shop and
café kiosk.
Volunteers needed
Thinking of volunteering? There are positions
from the Museum’s shop to animal care.
Flexible hours to suit your lifestyle and full
training provided. Come and join our team!

Courses & learning
We run an exciting range of courses in
traditional rural trades and crafts, plus historic
building conservation.
Venue hire
Hire a room for children’s parties, weddings,
wakes, functions and business use. Our fields
are also available for hire for e.g. car club
meetings.

www.wealddown.co.uk | 01243 811363
16

WEST DEAN VISUAL ARTS LINE AND
FORM FUNDRAISING EXHIBITION
THE AUDITORIUM, WEST DEAN COLLEGE

SATURDAY 30th APRIL – MONDAY 2nd MAY
10AM – 5PM (PREVIEW FRIDAY 29th APRIL 4-7PM)
Full-time Visual Arts students from West Dean College present an exhibition of works
for sale to raise funds for the Summer Show 2016 at the exhibition which will
showcase work from
seventeen students
currently studying on the
Graduate, Postgraduate
and MFA programmes,
providing an ideal
opportunity for visitors to
acquire works from
emerging artists at
affordable prices.
Kate Boucher, 2015-16
recipient of the Edward
James Scholarship, will be
exhibiting a selection of small original works inspired by the undulating landscape of
the Sussex Downs, as well as prints of larger works.
Georgia Hughes, who is specialising in Tapestry and Textile Art, will be exhibiting
artist’s books covered in naturally dyed and printed silks. Fellow student Charlotte
Arcedeckne-Butler, another recipient of a scholarship award, has been working with
sheep’s wool and found objects from the West Dean Estate. She will be exhibiting
textile works and drawings.
In addition, visitors will also have the opportunity to buy ceramics, hand-forged and
carved sculptures, as well as original drawings, paintings and prints.
This year, as well as three dimensional and unframed works for sale, the students will
also exhibit a selection of work anticipating their final Summer Show to be held at
West Dean between 2-8 July.
This year ‘Line and Form’ coincides with the annual West Dean Open House event,
giving visitors a rare opportunity to access State Rooms, experiencing the
juxtaposition of an Edwardian interior with numerous Surrealist artworks for which
West Dean College is internationally renowned. Free entry to student exhibition. Free
Parking. Sold works may be removed on purchase. Open House is a paying event,
details can be found on the West Dean College website www.westdeanvisualarts.com

THE VALLEY DIARY
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
Please remember we are able to record family events in the Diary.
BIRTHS, CHRISTENINGS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS.
Please let us have details of the event, plus a photograph as appropriate.
All free of course - david@valleydiary.org
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HORSING
ABOUT
A Poem by Francis
“What does he think he’s doing,”
Said the old grey mare.
“He’ll not get very far
With old Nellie over there.”
“Who is he?” Asked her stablemate,
And why does he talk unclear,
And why’s he using steps
To talk right in her ear?”
The old grey mare said, “well,
I'll tell you if you’ll listen,
Nellie's been very strange of late,
Well, we all know something’s missing.”
“So what’s this all about then,
What’s he going to do?”
“He's a therapist who whispers,
Does that give you a clue?”
“Oh, I get it now,
He’s that horse whispering bloke.
Is this really happening,
You sure it’s not a joke?”
“I mean, will you tell him or shall I?”
She asked the old grey mare.
“No, let’s enjoy the moment,
We’ll have laugh I swear!”
His patience really wore quite thin,
After a week or two.
And with that wink from old Nellie’s eye,
The laughter grew and grew.
Defeated, he left in a terrible strop,
When back from his hols came the
groom.
“ ‘Ere look what I found in my suitcase
Nellie,
Whilst sat in my hotel room.”
“I left in a hurry last week said the groom
To get out the way of that whisperer
bloke.
‘Ere what you horses all laughing at,
Come on now, what is the joke?”
But he never understood their laughter,
And to him no attention they paid.
So the groom just got on with the
important job,
Of refitting Nellie’s lost hearing aid.

OF BATS AND BIRDS
Peter Rice
The railway tunnel leading from West Dean Warren
to the old Singleton Station will open up the next
stage of the Centurion Way to Cocking and beyond.
Do we plan to go through the tunnel or round it? One
of the features of this tunnel is the population of
bats, which of course are protected. However, Geoff
Boxall, who has lived in the village all his life tells me
that he and his mates used to play in the tunnel and,
at dusk, they would try and catch bats which bred
there in large numbers. (In those days we all
collected birds' eggs, too). Steam trains carrying
sugar beet were busy along the track. The boys used
to dodge the trains by hiding in the safety recesses.
The trip up to Cocking meant a steep climb for the locomotive and it would fairly
pour out smoke, filling the tunnel. Neither fumes nor boys made any apparent
difference to the bats who just carried on their lives. Would a few pedestrians and
cyclists actually disturb the bat population to any degree? Dare I suggest that bats
may be less sensitive than bat enthusiasts? Have the populations in tunnels on
historic steam lines been studied? We have over forty pipistrelles in the hanging
tiles here at Chilgrove and we don't bother each other at all.
Bird watchers interest me. They have such big equipment. An ordinary pair of
binoculars makes one feel inadequate. Most twitchers seem a bit grim, and
anxious to tick boxes. In contrast I recall the sheer joy that an old friend of mine
got from seeing a particular bird and how infectious her enthusiasm was. Edward
Grey, who was Foreign Secretary during WW1, produced a wonderful book called
'The Charm of Birds' (http://goo.gl/ni2HNW) and later, in WW2, Field Marshall
Lord Alanbrooke, arguably one the greatest soldiers of all, wrote in his diaries how
the odd hour or two spent watching birds helped him to cope with the huge strains
of the War (and working with Churchill). The bird watchers I meet are very good
at hiding any pleasure they get from their massive gear. Little joy here. Mind you,
some birds are really boring. We are plagued with Mistle thrushes. Handsome
creatures but, oh, what a dreary, monotonous racket they make all day. 'Missile'
thrush would be a better name because I am often tempted to throw something!

The Weald & Downland Museum is supported by a Board of Trustees. At
its AGM in April 2016, a number of Trustees will be retiring and the
Museum is seeking at least three enthusiastic individuals to join the
Board. To find out more and how to apply, visit www.wealddown.co.uk,
email office@wealddown.co.uk or call 01243 811363. Applications close
Friday 1st April 2016.
GMT: Mo n day , Tu esday , W edn esday & Th u rsday :
10.30hrs to 16.00hrs, Closed Fridays, Saturday: 10.00hrs to
13.00hrs BST: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday: 10.00hrs to 16.00hrs, Saturday: 10.00hrs to 13.00hrs

PUB - RESTAURANT - B&B
Steak Night Tuesday
Steak, grilled tomato &
fries for only £10
Locals Night
Every Thursday
Three course set menu for
only £13
Join us now for quiz night
First Thursday of every
month from 7.30pm
(7th April)

Open Tues to Sun for…
(closed Mondays)
Breakfast 9 – 11.30am
Lunch 12 – 3pm
(Sunday 12 – 4pm)
Dinner 5.30 – 9.30pm
(no dinner service Sunday)
Celebrate St George’s Day
with a Traditional English
Supper Saturday 23rd April
Pie & Mash or Fish & Chips
and a Pint of English Ale £13

Email
thebar@thedeaninn.co.uk

Tel : 01243 811465 - www.thedeaninn.co.uk
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Sale

Martins Antiques
House Clearance Service
Bi-Monthly Sale
West Stoke Village Hall
Saturday 28th May
Always the last Saturday in the bi-monthly
month
10am – 12 Noon
Antiques, Vintage
Bric a Brac and Pre Loved Items
Donation to Alzheimer’s Society
Any queries phone Helen 07900 837491

WEST DEAN SCHOOL’S VICTORIOUS SWIMMING TEAM (See story, Page 6)

GET PLANTING! GROW
YOUR OWN DEMON RED
COMPETITION, CHILLI
FIESTA 2016 THREE DAY
FESTIVAL WITH
CAMPING 5TH, 6TH &
7TH AUGUST 2016
www.westdeangardens.org.uk

West Dean Gardens have launched a
new Grow Your Own Chilli Plant
competition to announce Chilli
Fiesta 2016. The festival is to
encourage festival-goers to try their
hand at growing their own chilli
plants. Growers can bring their
plants to Chilli Fiesta for judging by
Sarah Wain, West Dean Gardens’
Supervisor and chilli expert. The
lucky winner will win a trophy, plus
a Thompson & Morgan £100
voucher against future catalogue and
online purchases. Second prize: £50
voucher and Third prize £25
voucher.
The weekend programme of live
entertainment for Chilli Fiesta 2016
will be announced soon.

Letter to the Editor…
My daughter Hester and I recently
walked up the newly opened
Centurion Way to West Dean.
Approaching the village we felt
delightfully disorientated as we
emerged from the spectacular railway
tunnel under the A286 and soon
found ourselves looking down on the
Warren and the village as we passed
over the motor road. Then the next
tunnel entrance came looming up.
This is currently blocked, partly due
to the rare bats which live there.
Might it be opened one day? The plan
is to link up with the South Downs
Way above Cocking but there are
several tunnels to navigate or bypass
on the way. A long term but very
worthwhile project. At the moment
you cannot get off the Way at West
Dean, an understandable cause of
frustration, but I am assured that a
proper exit is being urgently
negotiated. Walkers and cyclists will
then be able to come up all the way
from Fishbourne to visit the shop
and its cafe the village, the pub, the
Church, the School and West Dean
Gardens.
Peter Rice

SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS
## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##
FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 1QD

Tel: 01243 531298

www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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M N ELECTRICAL
Electrical Installation and
Design
Inspection and Testing
From a new socket to a
complete rewire
NICEIC Approved Contractor

Call 01243 573790
Clive 07932 623763

Times of our Lives
JIGSAWS & POSTERS
1950s * 1960s * 1970s * 1980s &
20th Century
IDEAL BIRTHDAY GIFTS
PIECE TOGETHER THE PAST
www.timesofourlivesart.co.uk

Protect Yourself from Bogus Websites
This is an update to a previous alert sent from Action Fraud in November 2015.
Fraudsters are setting up high specification websites advertising electrical goods
and domestic appliances. These are below market value and do not exist. The
website will state you can pay via card; however when the purchaser goes to pay,
this option is not available and the payment must be made via bank transfer.
The fraudster entices the purchaser and reassures them it is a legitimate purchase
by using the widely recognised Trusted Shop Trustmark. They then use the
Trustmark fraudulently and provide a link on the bogus electrical website to
another bogus website (which purports to be Trusted Shops). This website shows
a fake certificate purporting to be from Trusted Shops and provides thousands of
reviews for the bogus electrical website. These reviews are all fraudulent. The
website has not been certified by Trusted Shops and therefore the purchaser is not
covered by the Trusted Shop money-back guarantee.
Protect yourself
- Check the authenticity of the website before making any purchases. Conduct a
‘Whois’ search on the website which will identify when the website has been
created- Be wary of newly formed domains. You can conduct this search using the
following website – https://who.is/
- Conduct online research in relation to the website, company name and the
business address provided to identify any poor feedback or possible irregularities.
- Check the Trusted Shops Facebook page where warnings about websites using
their Trustmark are published. If you are in doubt about the legitimacy of a
Trustmark then you can contact Trusted Shops on 0203 364 5906 or by email
service@trustedshops.co.uk. They will confirm whether they have certified that
website.
- Payments made via bank transfer are not protected should you not receive the
item. Therefore always try to make the payment via PayPal or a credit card where
you have some payment cover should you not receive your product.
The Good Citizen Award Scam
Action Fraud has been receiving reports of an advanced fee fraud whereby suspects phone a
member of the public and claim to be calling on behalf of the UK (or British) Government
Grant Department. They go on to state that the individual has won a Good Citizen Award –
of typically £8,000 – and that the grant can be released for a fee (of around £210).
Fortunately, very few members of the public have lost any money as a result of this scam but
have reported to Action Fraud in order to help build a picture of this fraud and protect
others from falling victim to it.
Protect yourself
- There is no genuine ‘Good Citizen Award’ scheme in the UK that operates by cold calling
“winners” and asking for an upfront fee to release a grant.
- If you receive a call that claims to represent such a scheme, it is a scam. End the phone call
– do not give out any personal or financial data.

If you, or anyone you know, have been affected by this fraud or any other scam,
report it to Action Fraud by calling 0300 123 2040 or visiting
www.actionfraud.police.uk
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Freelance P.A. Services
PA-4U provides Secretarial & PA
Support for you at work or at home
Flexible * Personal * Bespoke
Reliable * Friendly * Affordable
Tel: 07711 626196
Email: jan@pa-4u.co.uk
www.pa-4u.co.uk

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey
BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK

The
Earl of
March
01243 533993
CHAMPAGNE & SEAFOOD SHACK
OPENING SOON!!
MOULES,FRITES & MUSCADET
EVERY TUESDAY £12.50!!

SET MENU

2 COURSE £18.50 3 COURSE £21.50
Lunch 12-2.30pm & Dinner 5.30-7pm

www.theearlofmarch.com

FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mo u n tfo r d is the
Warden in East Dean. Like to report a blocked path or
broken style? Please give her a call on 811358
LUCY’S YOGA CLASSES Mo n days. Sin gleto n
Village Hall. 2.30 to 3.45. Lucy Younger 01243 572245
luyounger@talktalk.net
HOME FOOT CARE Fo o t, leg w ashin g an d n ail
clipping service in your own home. Includes moisturising
massage. Nail painting if required. Qualified and insured.
01243 811442 evenings
DOG WALKER/HOUSE SITTER AVAILABLE
Reliable/friendly/trustworthy. References available. Call
Kate on 07980 604062 www.KatesK9companions.com
IS THERE ANYONE in th e Valley w ho w o u ld like to
help run a one person household? Pay, hours, and duties
could be very variable and agreed by discussion. Please ring
07771 785234
CHIROPODIST and PODIATRIST Highly
recommended. Conveniently in Midhurst. JOHN DOBLE
Bsc Hons BA Hons MChS Tel. 01730 812312
JANE CHITTY - ART CLASSES A br an d n e w class
at Roussillon Community Hall, Broyle Road, on
Mondays from 9.45am to 12noon. For more details please
contact jane.chitty1@gmail.com or 07833 737997 or 01243
776767
FRENCH PROPERTY LINKS View o ver 13,000
properties for sale in all regions FrenchPropertyLinks.com
FOR BUYING AND SELLING PROPERTY IN FRANCE
A VACANCY exists at The Co u n tess o f Der by ’s
Almshouses, Boxgrove Almshouses provide
accommodation at reasonable cost for anyone in
need. Please contact Mrs Jean Collyer 01243 773661 for
details.
PREGNANCY YOGA CLASSES W edn esday
evenings 7.15pm—8.45pm. Classes through each trimester
12 weeks to birth. Chilgrove Business Centre, PO18 9HU.
jacqui@chichesteryoga.co.uk
01243 535223 or 07854 441010
DOG GROOMING at SMART DOGS B athed and
professionally groomed, Lesley 01243 811805, East Dean
CLEANINGSERVICES/PET SITTING/HOUSE
SITTING REQUIRED? Reliable, professional service
offered with references available throughout the Valley.
Contact Sarah: karnsarah@yahoo.co.uk with your
requirements or 07919 287000
ACER GARDENING SERVICES All w o r k
undertaken: General garden maintenance, mowing, hedge
trimming, turfing, fencing, chainsawing. NO JOB TOO
SMALL. For a FREE QUOTATION please call Oliver
Hardman 07794 440250/01243 784251
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The Diary
April 2016
Sat 2nd - Fri 8th Histo r ic
Clothing Exhibition: Weald &
Downland Museum
Mon 4th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am: West Dean Gardens, Visitors
Centre
Sat 9th & Sun 10th Shepher din g &
Shepherds' Huts Display: Weald &
Downland Museum
Sat 16th Casin o Night Fu nd
Raiser: The Dean
Mon 18th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am
Thu 21st Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, East Dean Village Hall, 7pm –
Open Meeting. Guest Speaker Emily
Bardon, Everyone Can Sing
Thu 21st Qu een 's B ir thday
Beacon Lighting: East Dean Church
Car Park: 7.45pm
Mon 25th The Valley Gar den in g
Club Bacon Bap Morning, 10.30am,
East Dean Village Hall
Mon 25th East Dean Par ish
Council Meeting: East Dean Village
Hall: 7.30pm
Wed 27th Sin gleto n Lu n ch Clu b
Sat 30th Goo dw oo d Ho r se Racin g
Sat 30th - Sun 1st (May) Ho u se
Opening: West Dean Gardens

May 2016
Sun 1st & Mon 2nd Fo od & Fo lk:
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Sat 7th Spr in g Rem em br an ce
Service: Charlton Memorial: 11.30am
Sat 7th St W ilfr id's Mo on light
Walk: 755827
Mon 9th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am: West Dean Gardens, Visitors
Centre
Thu 19th - Sat 21st Go o dw o o d
Horse Racing
Thu 19th Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, Singleton Village Hall, 7pm.
Resolution Meeting
Mon 23rd W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am
Wed 25th Sin gleto n Lu n ch Clu b
Wed 25th Sin gleto n & Char lto n
Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting,
Singleton Village Hall, 7pm

June 2016
Fri 3rd - Sun 5th Design & Cr aft

Fair: West Dean College
Fri 3rd Fr iday Night Goodw ood
Horse Racing
Sun 5th Goodw ood Hor se Racin g
Fri 10th Fr iday Night Goodw ood
Horse Racing
Sat 11th East Dean Village Fete
Sun 12th Qu een 's 90th B irthday
Celebration: SIngleton Village Hall:
4pm
Mon 13th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am: West Dean Gardens, Visitors
Centre
Thu 16th Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, Singleton Village Hall, 7pm. A
Crafty Evening
Fri 17th Gen tlem en ’s Lunch, East
Dean Village Hall, 12.30pm
Fri 17th Fr iday Night Goodw ood
Horse Racing
Sat 18th & Sun 19th W ests W ood
Fair: 10am - 5pm
Sat 18th & Sun 19th Raising the
Frame: Weald & Downland Museum
Wed 22nd Sin gleton Lu n ch Clu b
Sat 25th The Valley Gar den in g
Club Rose Show, 3pm, Singleton
Village Hall
Mon 27th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am
July 2016
Sat 2nd The Valley Gardenin g
Club Valley Garden Competition
Judging
Sat 9th Sin gleton Village Fete
Mon 11th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am: West Dean Gardens, Visitors
Centre
Sat 16th & Sun 17th Flow er
Festival at East Dean Church
Wed 20th Sin gleton & Char lton
Parish Council Meeting, Singleton
Village Hall, 7pm
Thu 21st Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, East Dean Village Hall, 7pm.
Summer Party
Mon 25th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am
Tue 26th - Sat 30th Goodw ood
Horse Racing
Wed 27th Sin gleton Lu n ch Clu b

August 2016
Fri 5th - Sun 7th Chilli Fiesta:
West Dean Gardens
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Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going
on, in and around the villages of the Lavant
Valley in the coming months. Do please let us
know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it
next time for the benefit of all
Lots more in the Diary online

www.valleydiary.org
Head on over for as many of the dates for
2016 as we can scoop up. Please email
any events that you can think of to
ted@valleydiary.org
Deadline for the May 2016 Edition
All information for inclusion to arrive by

12noon please o n
Friday 22nd April 2016

ted@valleydiary.org
Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything you
have to share with your community
should arrive as soon as possible please.
Please don’t routinely wait ‘til the 11th
hour!

WEST DEAN TEA AND
CHAT
Are you an older person
living in the valley who
would enjoy meeting
with others in pleasant
surroundings?
Come and join us at West
Dean Gardens restaurant or
The Dean (check Diary) on
alternate Mondays,
fortnightly from 10.30am to
12.00noon. Come and find
out more and let us know the
kind of activities and
opportunities that would
benefit you and your
community. For further
information (ladies and
gentlemen of retirement age)
please contact Barbara
Boxall on 01243 839785

LIVE MUSIC

QUALITY SEASONED LOGS

Wednesday 6th April from 9pm
Presenting a tribute to Ali Campbell & other classic reggae
songs
UB40 - 2B40 Solo

FOR YOUR WOOD-BURNING STOVE OR OPEN FIRE


FOX CLAY SHOOTS

FROM LOCAL SUSTAINABLE WOODLAND

Spaces available:





16th April - FULL
21st May

CUT AND SPLIT TO YOUR EXACT
REQUIREMENTS

Next seasons dates to be announced soon!

COMMENT CARD WINNER

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 15 MILES


Fill out one of our comment cards and you could be in with a
chance of winning a meal for 2 plus a bottle of house wine.

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE

This months winner is P Nunn

01243 811461

EMAIL – info@mjoforestry.com

enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com
www.thefoxgoesfree.com

PHONE – 07801 737415 / 01243 811806

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter
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SUPPORT FOR VOLUNTEERS
AND COMMUNITY WINTER
PLANS
Local groups received new snow shovels as part of WSCC continuing
support to Parish and Town Councils and communities’ local community
winter plans. Communities & Public Protection along with WSCC Highways
Contractor Balfour Beatty and UK builders’ merchant Jewson, have
come together to donate snow shovels to promote safety and keep
communities on the move during the winter, especially in the event of snow.
Cllr Jeremy Hunt and Joel Sykes Highways Manager for Chichester handed
over to local volunteers within Singleton and East Dean on 7th March 2016,
5 new snow shovels as part of WSCC’s continuing support for Parish Councils’ Community Winter Plans. Cllr Jeremy Hunt said
“I am delighted to be able to show the County’s continuing support for our communities by supplying them with these snow
shovels. Hopefully they won’t need to use them this year, but if and when the need does arise our communities will now be
better equipped. I would like to take this opportunity of expressing my support and thanks for the work that the volunteer
groups in Singleton and East Dean do to support their community. In fact I am very fortunate that in my Division, Chichester
North, all my parishes have very active volunteer groups who do excellent work supporting their communities. Finally, I would
add that West Sussex County Council are very keen to support all community volunteer groups and full details can be found on
our website www.westsussex.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-community/volunteering/”
Local volunteers are a valuable support for the local Community Winter Plan’s focusing their activity on priority areas
identified by Parish Councils. If you are interested in becoming a local community volunteer or finding out more please contact
Jane Landstrom, Singleton Parish Clerk singletonparishcouncil1@gmail.com or Susan Fairley, East Dean Parish Clerk
eastdeanparishcouncil@gmail.com

Sussex Wildlife Trust - Levin Down Update
The winter clearance work is nearly finished, although some essential maintenance work will continue
through the spring and summer – for example path clearance and repairs. Recording will also soon
begin. Spring is a great time to enjoy the reserve. There are already signs of early purple orchid and
violets coming through and the butterflies that have overwintered as adults are on the wing on a good
warm day. Although not extensive on Levin the Common Gorse (Ulex europaeus) is at its best at the
moment. It is a large, evergreen shrub covered in needle-like leaves and distinctive, coconut-perfumed,
yellow flowers during the spring and summer. It generally flowers from January to June, although it
may flower sporadically throughout the year. The saying “When gorse is in bloom, kissing is in season” (or any of a number of variations of this country saying!) is often to be heard - the truth is that
gorse is never really out of flower, so there will always be time for kissing! In some places at Easter time eggs were dyed yellow
by boiling them with gorse flowers. The common name comes from the Old English ‘gorst’, meaning a wasteland or uncultivated area. If you have any other information about the reserve or wildlife sightings please ring 01273 492630. Ann Griffiths
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