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...to all our readers from The Valley
Diary Team. Thank you for your
support during 2022, which seems
to have flown by! Here’s to a super
2023 and sacksful of scrummy
pressies from Santa! Ted, David,
Chris, Penny and the wonderful
people who drop the copies
through your doors come wind,
rain, snow or shine! Image: Coral
Mather

INSIDE OUR BUMPER YULETIDE EDITION…
All the vents happening locally in the leadup to xmas and year-end, the latest from
the parish councils, Farmer John is back with his Diary, Tim Weeks as well with
musings on fact-checking, rural crime, lovely photos and more poetry from our
resident Poet, Francis. So, what you waitin’ for? Get stuck in..!

Overlooking East Dean, John Holt

Xmas Highland Cow by Nadine Duty
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The Earl of March
Country Pub & Restaurant
Seafood & Game Specialties
Country Plush Ambience,
Superb Cuisine & Wide Range of
Fine Wines & Ales
Look out for our Foodie Festivals!

We look forward to
welcoming you!
Lavant Road, Lavant,
Nr Chichester PO18 0BQ
Tel: 01243 533993
www.theearlofmarch.com
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ANOTHER BOOK FROM
JANICE MURFITT
You may have seen my book on Wild Garlic, which is one of
four in The Little Book Series, which I was working on
during lockdown.
In December the second book is available, Sloes and Crab Apples. These
amazing ingredients grow wild in our beautiful villages and have inspired me
to create these recipes. Now available in Petworth and Midhurst bookshops
in Hardback and Paperback
copies, published by Austen
Macauley with full colour
photography by Sue Atkison.

GOODWOOD 2023
goodwood.com
Have you booked yet? Tickets now
on sale…

Festival of Speed
13-16th July
Revival
8-10th September

Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748
Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/Fortnightly
Ironing service a speciality

07860 604849
07825 618121
References/
recommendations
available on request
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New Councillor
We are pleased to announce that Mat Chesshire has joined the Parish Council, we
are certain that he will be a great asset to the team.
Playground
Thank you all those that attended the update on the Playground Project, it was
good to hear that there is a lot of support for this project. Phase 1 is now
completed, with the swings, football goal, basketball and picnic benches all
installed. We are hoping that visitors will make full use of these new facilities. We
are now looking at plans for Phase 2 and 3 and will keep you informed of what the
next stages are, however, any further work is unlikely to take place until early
spring as the weather is unlikely to be suitable for further development. We are
still fundraising for these two further phases via JustGiving, if you would like to
support us the link is https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
singletonandcharltonplayground

THIS BOX COULD BE
YOURS!
Why not advertise your service here and
help to keep The Valley Diary in print as
well? We have a growing readership
every month, so plenty of scope to
attract customers for you.
Give us a ring or drop us an email to
discuss. It’s good and cheap!

David Mather
davidmather0@gmail.com

07973 820877

Church Path
We are aware that this path is unsuitable for use and it is an urgent priority to
rectify this situation. The intention is to remove the current surface and replace
with a more suitable surface, we are meeting with contractors and hope to start
work as soon as possible depending on the weather.
WI Tree
We now have the licence from WSCC to plant a tree at the side of the Village Hall,
it will be a native Maple called Acer Campestra. Depending on when the WI
Federation are able to obtain the tree, we are hoping it will be planted in
December or January.
Heritage Boards
The Heritage Boards have been delivered and should be installed this month. The
Charlton board will be situated on the grass verge opposite The Fox Goes Free and
the Singleton one will be opposite the Village Hall.

...at the Star and Garter at
East Dean on Tuesday
13th December from 7pm
All welcome!

Singleton Phone Box
You may have noticed that the Defibrillator has been moved into the side porch of
the Village Hall. The old phone box will be removed, unfortunately we have to wait
2-3 months for them to disconnect the power supply. As soon as BT have carried
out the disconnection we will remove the box.
If you would like any further information on any of the above, please
contact the Clerk via email at singletonparishcouncil1@gmail.com or
phone 01243 811810.

ADVERTORIAL!
We accept Advertorial from our valued
advertisers, so do email in up to 250
words and we’ll fit it in as and when we
have space. Let’s work together!
editor@valleydiary.org

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:

•

Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.

•

Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)

•

Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication

•

Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist

•

Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday
9.30am - 5.30pm
(Lunch 1pm-2pm)

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk
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TWENTY CARS
STUCK IN FLOODS
Reported in The Guardian the week
before last, it seems that 20 cars were
stuck in flood water and had to be
rescued on the A27 between Emsworth
and Chichester. The county’s fire and
rescue service said it was “extremely
busy” rescuing people from cars and
buildings after half a month’s worth of
rain (65mm) had fallen in 48 hours.
The Sussex roads police officer PC Tom
Van Der Wee warned drivers on
Wednesday night that the roads were
“treacherous”. He tweeted on Thursday
morning that they had dealt with “a lot of
weather related incidents” the previous
day and warned drivers some roads may
still be flooded.

WEST DEAN BED &
BREAKFAST
At West Dean College we have increased
our B&B offering and are now in a
position to shout about what we do!
Double and single rooms are available in
the college and our 19th century
Vicarage.

Helen
01243 818300 (option 2)
bookingsoffice@westdean.ac.uk

Since our last entry in July we have completed our cereal harvest
and calving season. Crops yields were not too disappointing in
spite of the drought and calving has gone well without too many
difficult cases. Our 3 calf rearers, Millie, Amelia and Lottie have
done a sterling job caring for the new born calves and rearing
them on milk until weaning at around 10 weeks old by which
time they will have at least doubled their birth weight.
Martin and Chrissy, our dairy team, have also been busy looking after our
235 dairy cows during calving season and milking them all twice every day.
Dairy farming requires good team work with everybody working and
pulling together.
Since harvest we have established a few mixed forage crops to keep the ground
covered over winter and provide some winter feed for the sheep. We have
also ploughed up some of the old leys that have come to the end of their life
and planted a mixed crop of winter wheat and vetch in its place which is
now growing away nicely thanks to the mild autumn we are enjoying.

It’s hard to imagine now just how dry and barren the farm looked back in
August with the only green crop being the deep rooting Lucerne or
alfalfa. How quickly all that changed when the rains finally arrived with grass
growth really making up for lost time. This gave us an opportunity to take a late
silage cut in October which will ensure we now have enough forage to see us
through the winter. The rams were put with the ewes during November and will
run with them for about a month. Lambing will then take place in April next year.
Like all other businesses we are facing difficult times with such rapid rises in
costs. Although our milk price has gone
up significantly the margins we are left
with are not really keeping pace. This
means we must find ways of reducing
costs and doing things more efficiently
than ever. It is possible we may have to
make some big adjustments to the way
we farm, so watch this space.
Some of you will have heard of our new
venture which is to sell our own
organic pasteurised milk through a
vending machine at Ides Barn Dairy.
All the equipment has now been
installed and commissioned, the
environmental officers have given their
approval and we are now open for
business. Follow “The Milk Hut” on
Instagram or Facebook.

Wishing you all a very
happy Christmas from
Farmer John and Team
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Keep Calm and Carry On - but check the facts first!
I was talking to a friend of mine a few days ago and he was moaning (as anyone
under 35 is wont to moan) about the cost of renting, the price of electricity, and
how much cheaper rail fares are in Germany compared to Britain. All of which
is grim but undeniably true, when he suddenly threw a wild card in. We
(apparently) sabotaged the Nord Stream pipelines. This he offered as a
statement of fact when he could have no possible way of knowing such a thing!
A few weeks earlier, when I mentioned to another friend that I was going for
my booster jab, she told me that she wouldn’t be having one since (apparently)
it causes you to be much more at risk of being severely affected by flu. The NHS
know this, but they’re hushing it up. Again, how could she possibly know that,
especially if it’s being hushed up!
More shocking then either of those; I followed a series on Radio 4 called “Disaster
Trolls” (still available on BBC Sounds) which investigated a particularly nasty conspiracy
theory that the Manchester Arena bombing was a hoax and all the victims killed or injured
were ‘crisis actors’. A surprising number of people had followed this thread, to the extent of
pursuing some of the (very real) victims at work or at home in an attempt to find ‘proof’ that
they were faking their injuries.
How should a reasonable person respond to these kind of unsubstantiated allegations? The
one about the NHS hushing up fatal consequences of boosters echoes the anti-vaccination
stuff that was all over the place 18 months ago. Then, when I questioned it, I was told to “do
my own research”. Unfortunately I couldn’t, because I haven’t spent years studying
medicine, specifically immunology and particularly vaccines. And I haven’t got a laboratory,
like the one in Oxford where some far cleverer people than me created the vaccine. That’s
what it would take to “do my own research”, but that’s not what the anti-vaxxers meant.
What they mean by “research” is look it up on Google, where you can find any number of
websites, all referencing each other to parrot the same startling conclusions.
So without either a laboratory, or a bathysphere to look at the Baltic sea-bed, or the forensic
skills to examine the scene of a terrorist bombing, what has the average person got to fall
back on? Only their own critical faculties. Presented with some extraordinary allegation
always ask: Who? How? and Why? So if “we” sabotaged the Nord Stream, and “we” is the
UK, then that would mean the Royal Navy, since nobody else has the submarines. “How”
would involve the Navy attacking a German pipeline in Swedish waters, a clear act of war
against two allies who we are keen to keep on side in supporting Ukraine against Russia. As
for “why” - well, apparently so we can blame the Russians for doing it and make them look
bad - because it’s not as if they’ve done anything to tarnish their own reputation just lately, is
it?
Likewise if the NHS were hushing up bad news about boosters, how would they keep such a
thing quiet (there would surely be any number of whistle-blowers who thought it their civic
duty to expose it) and why, when it could only result in many more people needing critical
care in already overstretched hospitals.
As for ‘crisis actors’, playing the part of bombing victims - where exactly would they come
from? There are, of course, lots of extras who appear in the background of TV programmes
and films, but you couldn’t use them, since you could hardly have a ‘victim’ who ‘lost a leg’
turning up fit and able in Casualty, or Downton Abbey, or Doc Martin a few weeks later. So
you’d have to have a whole lot of other extras, all with remarkably good performance skills,
who would then disappear from any other sightings (including walking down the street or
going into pubs) and none of them ever talk about what they’d done. How exactly would you
recruit such a reparatory company, and how much would you have to pay them over how
many years to ensure their continuing silence? And why? To blacken the good name of ISIS?
I’d like to be able to end on some positive, upbeat note for this Christmas and New Year
edition. But I’m afraid this is the best I can say: when you hear any wild assertions always
ask Who, How and Why? Trust your own critical faculties in 2023, and don’t believe
everything you read on the Internet! Tim Weeks

01730 817359 - 07742 874883
shaun@shaunthesweep.co.uk
All types of chimneys swept
Power Sweeping
Traditional Sweeps Undertaken
Camera Surveys (internal and external)
HETAS approved stove installer and sweep.

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
7

Latest News from St Wilfrid’s Hospice
Christmas Tree recycling service available again this year: Would you like to
have your Christmas tree collected and recycled by our kindly volunteer elves after
Christmas? No hassle for you, no needles in your car, St Wilfrid’s volunteers
collect your tree from your front garden in early January and take it away to be
recycled into chippings and mulch! All you need to do is make a donation to
support people with a life limiting illness. stwh.co.uk/christmastrees
Christmas Cards: St Wilfrid's has 18 Christmas Card designs available this year.
To keep our cards sustainable, we now use card wallet-style packaging and have
no foil or plastic on them to make them better for the environment. Last year we
raised over £37,000 from selling our Christmas Cards, which is an incredible
amount. In fact, it could help to pay for the running costs of the Hospice for
almost two days! Shop for your Christmas cards and 2023 diaries in our 12 charity
shops or online. stwh.co.uk/online-shop

Wests Christmas Open Weekend

TRADITIONAL

Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th December

TIMBER

Once again Wests will be holding our Christmas open weekend on Saturday 3rd
and Sunday 4th of December 2022. Come and have a look around. You may find
that special something for yourself, a friend or loved one. Or just join us for a chat
and enjoy a Christmas tipple and mince pie!

WINDOWS

The showroom will be open from 11am until
5pm each day at New Barn, Newhouse Lane,
East Dean, Chichester, PO18 0NJ. Feel free
to contact us at info@westsofeastdean.co.uk,
or on 01243 811354.

Bespoke,
hand crafted
windows
made here in
the Valley

07973 399487
07881 940057

We hope to see lots of you!
Peter West

valleytraditionalwindows@gmail.com
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PACKED
HOUSE FOR
QUIZ
The November quiz night at The
Star and Garter was very well
supported with a packed house
competing for the first prize,
dinner for the winning team at the
pub. In the end it was a photo
finish with Percy’s Pals winning
with 76 points, just ahead of The
Wooden Tops on 74 and We Don’t
Know on 73.5! More importantly
we raised £343 for St Wilfrid’s
Hospice, thanks to everyone buying
raffle tickets and a generous
donation from landlord Jim
McDonald.
The next quiz will be on Sunday
December 18th (exactly a week before
Christmas Day) when Santa himself will
be putting in an appearance and there
will be a bonus prize for the best
Christmas – themed fancy dress! On that
occasion all the money raised will be
donated to Chichester Foodbank. If you
want to be part of it booking early is
strongly advised to avoid
disappointment. Raffle prizes (wine,
chocolates, unwanted prizes from other
raffles) will be greatly appreciated;
alternatively actual food donations can
be brought along on the night or left in
the collection box at All Saint’s Church
East Dean.
Finally let me thank Susie Holmes,
Miranda Andrews, Edward Davies and
Henry Potter for writing and presenting
their rounds at the quiz. If you have ten
questions you’d like to add to any
forthcoming quizzes please get in touch
and I’ll be delighted to count you in.
Merry Christmas! Tim Weeks

Christmas Down Under
A Poem by Francis
“Is there really a Father Christmas?”
Asked the little bunny.
“Of course there is my dear,”
Said her loving rabbit mummy.
“And will he travel everywhere,
On his wooden sleigh.
Visiting everyone of us,
Before the break of day?”
“They say a red nosed reindeer,
Pulls the sleigh along.
Just like the one I’ve heard of,
In a merry Christmas song?”

Units 1 & 2, Lavant, Chichester
PO18 0BW

01243 532630
www.a1autocarechichester.co.uk

“Will he really bring me presents,
To unwrap in the morn.
Placed in a great big stocking,
When I wake up at dawn?”
Mummy smiled and nodded,
To every single question.
“I think that’s enough now,”
Was her Mum’s suggestion.
“Try to be patient darling,
And then believe you me.
He’ll soon be visiting us,
Shuffling down the chimney.”
Bunny’s face was a picture,
So confused, bless her soul.
“He’ll have to very clever Mum,
Cos we live down a hole!”

The Blue Bell at Cocking
Two recent music nights, featuring
“Elvis” and local star Dean Dyson
have been very popular with locals
and visitors alike at Cocking’s
community pub.
Keep an eye on the website for the
next entertainment evening. There is
a delicious Christmas menu being
served from 1st December onwards.
Make sure to book!
www.thebluebellatcocking.co.uk

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey

BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK
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Summary of the Meeting of East Dean Parish Council held
on 17th October 2022 at 7.30pm at East Dean Village Hall
Present Neil Georges (Chair), Sarah Peirson (Vice Chair), Peter West, Sam
Hook, John Holt and Josh Collins
Apologies Sara Hutton-Potts, Jeremy Hunt (West Sussex County Council), and
Henry Potter (Chichester District Council)
In attendance Alexia Ward (Parish Clerk) and 3 parishioners
Minutes
The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and approved.
Matters arising from Minutes
Neil Georges said that the filming in the village by Sussex Martyrs Production Ltd
had been successful and that they would be back in the coming months to
complete the project. The village had also benefited from a donation from the film
company.
Update from Parish Councillors
Sam Hook said that she had been out with the speed awareness volunteers during
the Goodwood Revival monitoring the speed of the traffic at the sites in the
village. Sam said that there were no cars recorded with excess speed.
Correspondence
Alexia said that she had contacted Jeremy Hunt and Henry Potter about the safety
issues at the crossroads at Pilley Green at the top of East Dean Hill. Jeremy said
he would contact West Sussex Highways and ask if they could do anything to
make the crossing safer especially from the racecourse approach suggesting that
the signage was improved. Henry suggested we contact Jo Shiner, Chief
Superintendent for West Sussex. We are still awaiting a reply.
Financial update
Alexia Ward said the balance of the Lloyds Current Account was £5,014.09 and
the Helen West (legacy) savings account was £19,862.84 on the 17th October
2022.

Date of Next Meetings at East Dean Village Hall
16th January 2023 at 7.30pm
17th April 2023 at 7pm for the AGM and then the Meeting at 7.30pm
A full account of the minutes for this meeting can be obtained from Alexia Ward,
Parish Clerk at eastdeanparishcouncil@gmail.com or at
www.eastdeanhall.co.uk/minutes

LOCAL EMPLOYMENT

GOODWOOD FARM SHOP

HIGH QUALITY PIZZA

OPPORTUNITIES

...in addition to the most
excellent Butchers Farm Shop, The
Farm Shop also has a whole range of
biscuits, charcuterie and sauces, and
bottles of this and that..! Perfect
Stocking Fillers!

...at The Cross in Chichester from
Franco Marca. Do give this new
enterprise a go!

CARE SUPPORT
WORKERS

chichester@francomarca

01243 256 295

Full Time & Bank
Dignity in Singleton provides care and
support for adults with learning
disabilities and needs local people with
local knowledge to get alongside people
living here to access local opportunities.
Experience in care is clearly preferable,
but we do have a training programme for
staff, so not having a background in care
is no barrier.
We have early shifts, late shifts, waking
nights - we’d love to talk with you.

Please give Joy a call for an
informal chat 811482
admin@livingwithdignity.co.uk
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The Diary
Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the
coming months. Do please let us know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all.
Deadline for the…

January 2023 Edition
All information for inclusion to
arrive by 12noon please on

December 2022
Fri 2nd Gentleman's Lunch: East Dean
Village Hall: 12.30pm: 811377
Sat 3rd & Sun 4th Wests Christmas
Open Weekend: East Dean
Sun 4th Tress Dressing: Weald &
Downland Museum
Thu 8th Singleton and East Dean WI:
East Dean Village Hall: 7pm: Christmas
Party
Sat 10th Fox Clay Shoot: Fox Goes Free,
Charlton
Tue 13th VGC Coffee Morning: East
Dean Village Hall: 10.30am
Tue 13th Carols on the Green: Singleton
Village Pond: 6pm
Tue 13th Ladies Night: Star & Garter:
East Dean: 7pm
Wed 14th Live Music: Willie Austen:
Fox Goes Free, Charlton
Fri 16th Copy Deadline: The Valley
Diary: 12noon
Fri 16th End of Term: West Dean
School, Singleton School

January 2023
Tue 3rd Start of Term: West Dean
School, Singleton School
Mon 16th East Dean Parish Council
Meeting: 7.30pm: East Dean Village Hall
Thu 19th Singleton and East Dean WI:
Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: A New
Recipe for a New Year
Sat 21st Fox Clay Shoot: Fox Goes Free,
Charlton

February 2023
Wed 1st Singleton & Charlton Parish
Council Meeting: Singleton Village Hall:
7pm
Sat 11th Fox Clay Shoot: Fox Goes Free,
Charlton
Mon 13th - Fri 17th Half Term: West
Dean School, Singleton School

Thu 16th Singleton and East Dean
WI: East Dean Village Hall: 7pm:
Cowdray Estate: Speaker, Neil
Georges

March 2023
Wed 15th Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: Singleton
Village Hall: 7pm
Thu 16th Singleton and East Dean
WI: Singleton Village Hall: 7pm:
Annual Meeting with Quiz
Sat 25th VGC Spring Show: East
dean Village Hall

April 2023
Mon 3rd - Fri 14th Easter Holiday:
West Dean School, Singleton School
Mon 17th East Dean Parish Council
Meeting: 7.30pm: AGM at 7pm: East
Dean Village Hall

May 2023
Wed 17th Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting (incl. Annual
Parish Meeting): Singleton Village
Hall: 7pm

Got something
to add? Please
let us know by
emailing...
editor@valleydiary.org
Lots more dates and events can be
found in the Diary Online at…

...thevalleydiary.org/diary
Head on over for as many of the
dates as we can scoop up!
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Friday 16th December
editor@valleydiary.org
Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything you
have to share with your community
should arrive as soon as possible.

The Team
Ted Salmon, Editor & Accounts
editor@valleydiary.org, 07423 117091
David Mather, Accounts & Advertising
davidmather0@gmail.com, 01243 774385,
07973 820877
Chris Kelly, Distribution
chriskelly7043@yahoo.co.uk, 01243 811833

The Distribution Team

East Dean: Tim Weeks, Wendy Heather
Charlton: Penny Buchan, Valerie Tapley
Singleton: Penny Spence, Jane Penny,
Elaine Kelly, Judy Fathers, Gay Godfrey, Vicky
Gillespie
West Dean: Tony Boxall, Sandra
Muggeridge, Micky Johns, Carol Corbett
Binderton: Barbara Boxall
Goodwood: Tony Boxall
Lavant: Sheila Sims
Chichester: Penny Buchan
The legal bit: We (The Valley Diary Team) make
every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any error
in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by the
businesses or individuals appearing in its pages. In
short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

Useful Telephone
Numbers
CDC Councillor, Henry Potter
East Dean Football Club
East Dean PC Clerk
East Dean Village Hall
Goodwood Security
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
Lavant Road Pharmacy
Local Police
Singleton Fete
Singleton Parish Clerk
Singleton School
Singleton Tearooms
Singleton Village Hall
Weald & Downland Museum: Office
Weald & Downland Museum: Shop
West Dean College
West Dean Fete
West Dean Gardens
West Dean PC Clark
West Dean School
West Dean Stores

Albert says...

07792 857973
07944 036709
07712 647511
07785 740625
07909 876823
01243 527264
01243 380185
101
01243 818037
07976 800965
01243 811679
01243 811899
TBA
01243 811363
01243 811020
01243 811301
01243 811247
01243 818221
01798 865189
01243 811247
01243 818222

My very unlucky uncle,
Who now sits up in heaven.
Was given a box of After Eights,
But died at half past seven.

FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mountford, 01243 811358.
HOME FOOT CARE 01243 811442.
DOG GROOMING - SMART DOGS Lesley Pollard. 01243
811805
PILATES CLASSES Jo, 07917 177404
FERNS RESTORATIVE YOGA 01243 818058
STANDBY NANNY Josie, 07747 867652
PAINTER AND DECORATOR Arthur, 07936 082626
YOGA WITH CARA 07787 512283
EAR CARE SPECIALIST Summersdale Pharmacy, 01243
380185
YOGA WITH JACQUI 01243 535223, 07854 441010
YOGA WITH KATIE Tel. Tel 07918 757758
REGISTERED NURSE Dawn, 07876 796034
PAINTER Shaf 07706 105526
PLUMBER Peter 07825 268317
DOG GROOMING Leandra 07944 788727
BUILDER James 07788 532135
TAXI 01243 778499
SOMETHING FISHY 01243 671153 or 07900 086085
SELF EMPLOYED GARDENER Jonathan Becker 07756
328030
MOBILE CAR WASHING SERVICE Stuart, 07568 377302,
stuarteburn@icloud.com
SEAMSTRESS Sewing, repairs and Alterations. Melissa 07391
184605
WELLIES TEA ROOM West Stoke 01243 819007
OLDWICK SADDLERY West Stoke 01243 527415
IRONING SERVICE 01243 531138 or 07773 009241

Register of Local...
The Old Granary East Lavant - ask Helen 01243 251301
Trundlers Charlton - ask another Helen 01243 811686
Hunters Lodge, Lavant - or indeed another Helen!
01243 532415 - 07788 663712
B&B - Ring Sophie on 01243 811465
West Dean College, Helen, 01243 818300
The Folly, Charlton on 01243 811307 - ask Joan or David
B & B Harper's Cottage, East Lavant. Ring Caroline 01243 278659
Flint Cottage, 47 Mid Lavant, Lavant Road, P018 0AA: Sue Kemble 01243
785883 / 07814903541
The Shepherds Barn, Chilgrove: Lucy 07775 934999
www.shepherdsbarnsussex.co.uk
The Blue Bell, Cocking: 01730 239669
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9 DOG-FRIENDLY FEATURES TO
LOOK OUT FOR IN A VILLAGE HOUSE

PRIVATE LIVE-IN
CARER AVAILABLE
Fully Trained
17 Years Experience
DBS Checked
Driving Licence
References

Life revolves around our dogs more than ever
before. With 27% of UK adults having a dog
according to a recent 2022 report, it’s of no surprise
that many of our village house buyers own one (or a
few) themselves. As dog lovers ourselves, we
understand how they play a big part of family life, so
it’s very important that we find our clients a home
that has adequate space for everybody.
There is a very strong dog community in West Sussex, so here are some dog-friendly features
that I recommend you keep in mind when looking for a house in this part of the world…

Dog showers
We have seen many dog showers in people’s homes over the last couple of years, to include
some really luxurious ones. They tend to be either in a utility room, boot room or outside,
but they’re especially useful in winter when walks are muddy and wet and you don’t want
your lovely furniture or clean floors to be covered in mud. I have just shown a buyer round a
house in Midhurst where the owner is currently building one, but the best one I have ever
seen was a low-level shower, nicely tiled with a door, where it had two different hand held
shower attachments. I must admit, I’d love to have a dog shower myself. If I were to move, it
would be a serious priority on my list.

Enclosed large garden
Having a completely fenced off garden is an absolute must, but having a bit of land for dogs
to roam around has become a more popular request too. These not only provide hours of
fun, but also a safe environment for them to roam. Since Covid-19 in particular, the size of a
garden has become very important, with buyers asking us to find them something with at
least half an acre.

...to read this rest of this article by Jennie Hancock of
www.propertyacquisitions.co.uk please head for tinyurl.com/
dogfriendlyvillages

The 2022 Sussex
Snowdrop Trust
Charity Christmas
cards are now
available to buy...
...six festive designs in packs of 10
cards from just £3. Order online,
by phone or pop in and see us...
www.thesussexsnowdroptrust.com

01243 572433
William Booker Yard,
Walberton, BN18 0PF
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07851 632614
charmaine_belcher@yahoo.com

All things Snowdrop!

Spot the Snowdrop
Saturday 18th February
2.30pm - 4.30pm
Denmans Gardens (BN18 0SU)
Free Event
A chance to spot snowdrops in the garden and
attend a photography exhibition and winner
announcements to mark 30 years of care from
the Sussex Snowdrop Trust and the significance
of the snowdrop as a symbol of hope. To enter
the competition and to see full details, visit www.thesussexsnowdroptrust.com.
Donations welcome. Midpines café will be open until 3.45pm for tea/coffee &
cake.

MOBILE
POST OFFICE
THE SELSEY ARMS at
WEST DEAN
MONDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm
THURSDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm

THE PARTRIDGE INN at
SINGLETON
MONDAYS 2pm to 3.15pm

Mobile Postmaster, Operating from
Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779

Promise of Snowdrop
Monday 20th February
2pm - 4pm
Denmans Gardens (BN18 0SU)
Garden visit & Talk: A talk on winter interest for garden lovers by Gwendolyn van
Paasschen, owner of Denmans Garden in aid of the children’s charity, The Sussex
Snowdrop Trust. Limited places – Booking essential.
www.thesussexsnowdroptrust.com £15 includes garden entry from 11am - 4pm
with the talk at 2pm. Midpines café will be open until 3.30pm to purchase food
and refreshments.

V2Radio

Morning & Afternoon sessions
available Monday to Friday
Call 01243 811423
www.westdeanpreschool.co.uk

We’re pleased to
be featuring
V2Radio Sussex in
this edition and
going forward as a
new supporter of
The Valley Diary.

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
Showroom & Workshop
Located at Binderton Nr Lavant
Main dealers for many makes
Fast reliable service
Advice & Discounted machines
Part exchange taken
Collection & delivery offered

Do check them out
and tune in via
DAB, Radioplayer,
their Mobile App
or online…

See website
www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003

v2radio.co.uk

THE BOOK SHED
Singleton Village Hall
Now Open…

Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 4pm
Access is through the side gate
and is the first shed on the right.
The books are free for you to keep or
return.
If you have any books you wish to donate
please place them on the shelves.
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It’s hard to believe we have come to the end of another gardening year,
and another strange one due to our changing weather. The high
temperatures and drought caused many of us to lose plants and shrubs
- interesting to see the RHS list of those most affected. Now with lots of
rain and higher than usual Autumn temperatures everything seems a
bit confused, is it Spring? Our ceanothus is flowering next to the
dahlias and verbena!
The Valley Gardening Club has had a good year. The Bacon Bap Morning in
April, held outside, was very well attended and enjoyed. A good wander round
some lovely Charlton gardens followed by wine and nibbles was a highlight in
June. There were some great displays on all the sections at the Annual Show in
August and many new entrants. Thank you to all, it’s so good to keep these
traditions alive. In October, Elizabeth Sawday of Apuldram Roses gave us a
talk on roses which was very well attended and very informative.
The last event for this year is the VGC Christmas Coffee Morning on
Tuesday 13th December at 10.30am to midday at East Dean Village
Hall. There will be coffee/tea, sherry, and some seasonal treats to eat. We will be
holding a Raffle – first prize something horticultural from Hillier’s. It will be an
opportunity for those who come to let us know what the VGC could do next year.
Next year’s programme will be decided in the coming months and will probably
follow a similar pattern, hopefully with interesting talks and maybe an outing. So,
you can start planning, the Spring Show will be on Saturday 25th March
2023 and the Annual Show on Saturday 5th August, both at East Dean
Village Hall.
Thank you to everyone who has been involved in any way. We wish all our
members and everyone else a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Penny Buchan

Your Local Tree
Surgeon
For free quotes and advice contact

Cameron or Will
07756 599419 - 07702 408820
rutledgeandcoe@hotmail.com

MILESTONE
GARAGE

1st Prize – Miranda Andrews
2nd Prize – Julie Stevens
3rd Prize – Richard & Jo Stephens
Many congratulations to our November winners who all live in East Dean. The
next draw will take place on Sunday 4th December in East Dean Church
following the morning service. Wendy Heather

COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

01730 813148
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Christmas Events and
Gift Ideas at 4Sight
Vision Support
4Sight Vision Support is getting ready
for Christmas with its annual
Christmas Concert and Grand Draw, as
well as providing its supporters with
card and gift ideas. Proceeds will help
the charity in its work supporting blind
and sight impaired residents of all ages
throughout West Sussex.
The Christmas Concert with Seaford
College Chapel Choir will be held on
Monday 12th December at St Mary
de Haura Church in Shoreham from 1 2pm. This year is particularly special as
the event was cancelled due to the
pandemic for the last two years. Tickets
are just £5pp including festive
refreshments, and can be pre-booked
or bought at the door.
The Grand Draw has a number of
fabulous prizes, including £250 cash,
and two Ruby High Definition
Electronic Magnifiers worth £355 each,
kindly donated by Optelec. Tickets cost
just £1 each.
Christmas cards are available with a
variety of seasonal and fun designs,
and there are gift ideas for those living
with sight loss including large print
playing cards, large print Scrabble,
large print calendars and diaries, as
well as equipment such as talking
kitchen scales. For those who enjoy
walking, a book of 35 ‘Short Rambles
in the Sussex Countryside And
Days Out’ by volunteer Jane Aston
features walks carefully designed to be
suitable for everyone including those
with sight loss or vision impairment.
For further information about the
Concert and Prize Draw and to
purchase tickets, and to enquire about
Christmas gifts, please call 01243
828555 or email
fundraising@4sight.org.uk

Pantomime Problems?
Oh No They’re Not!
A Poem by Francis
Are they all just rumours,
That keep coming my way?
So much pantomime gossip,
Arriving every single day.
Strange goings on they say,
For redundant pantomime folk.
Out of work for 11 months,
That really is no joke.
It’s ok for Dick Whittington esq,
New mayor of London Town.
He hasn’t looked back at all,
Since the final curtain came down.
One panto producer lost his cat,
So off to the shops did scoot.
But not for love nor money,
Could he buy a Puss, in Boots.
I hear that Sleeping Beauty,
Will not be coming back.
Now that she’s been diagnosed,
As a chronic insomniac.
Buttons can’t believe it,
His career has hit more blips.
His role has been updated,
From now on he’ll be Zips.
And if you pass the nunnery,
You might want to look away.
They’ve got two new Sisters,
Both Ugly, who moved in today.
No, Cinderella doesn’t clean,
She’s a princess, so why ask.
Whilst a char does her housework,
She has ‘A lad in’ for heavy tasks.
Snow White was feeling grumpy,
And then felt sleepy too.
The other five didn’t like it,
There was one hell of a to-do.
I’ll try to stop eavesdropping,
When out and about on a walk.
Who knows what is true or false,
When Jack and the Beans talk.

Dismantling & Felling
Crown Thinning & Reducing
Removal of Deadwood
Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Stump Grinding

Full public liability - Certified Arborist
Free Estimates and Advice
brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com

07763 844422
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DYSON KING
ARCHITECTURAL
IRONMONGERS

25 Years Supplying Fittings
for Doors, Windows, Gates,
Locks & Safes.
Service to Architects, Builders
& The General Public

01243 776739
www.dysonking.com
The Henry Smith Charity for
Singleton and Charlton
(Charity no. 214103)
Henry Smith was a wealthy merchant
who, before his death in 1628, took to
wandering the country as a vagabond,
meeting ordinary people and learning
about the difficulties faced by the poor
and disadvantaged.
When he died, he left some money in
trust to help the poor of the parishes that
had shown him warmth and hospitality;
one such parish was Singleton and
Charlton.

As a result of the charity and goodwill of
those who lived in our parish 400 years
ago, a small sum is received each year for
distribution amongst those of the parish
who face hardship through no fault of
their own.
The charity welcomes applications and
recommendations for people and
community groups that may need
support. If you wish to apply or know of
someone in need, please write to The
Trustees, The Henry Smith Charity for
Singleton & Charlton, c/o 28 Charlton,
Chichester, PO18 0HU or
robertsingletonpc@gmail.com

SHORT-TERM RENTAL
WANTED
My husband and I are looking for a
home to rent from 1st December 2022 to
28th February 2023 in the valley area.
I am originally from the area (East
Dean) and we are both employed full
time, are non-smokers and have no pets.
We are looking for a home with at least
two bedrooms and can be flexible on our
budget.
Please email
sarahebaker5@gmail.com or call
01243 811680

UKHARVEST POP
UP PANTRIES

BERRY STONEWORK
SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE
BRICKWORK
RESTORATION CONSERVATION
RENOVATION

Providing affordable food to those
who may need a little support. Simply
bring a bag and choose the food you need
for a suggested donation of £3.50

DUNCAN BERRY

The Grange, Midhurst, GU29 9HD
Mondays 3 - 4pm
Graylingwell Pavillion, Chichester PO19 6DA
Fridays 3.30 - 4.30pm

UKHarvest.org.uk - 01243 696940

duncan@berrystonework.co.uk
www.berrystonework.co.uk

PHONE
07557 515314
01243 539279

HELPING BRENT LODGE WILDLIFE HOSPITAL &
LOCAL WILDLIFE
Winter remains one of our busiest seasons assisting the hundreds of
animals in our care. We desperately need wet cat/dog food (non-fish)
and newspapers for bedding and would be incredibly grateful for any
possible donations. We are also selling Christmas cards on-site to
raise funds for the animals.
To help your local wildlife, we encourage putting out bird food (e.g. fat balls/suet
pellets) as often as possible. Also leaving low dishes of clean water to prevent
dehydration and low dishes of wet cat/dog food (non-fish) overnight to feed small
mammals such as hedgehogs. These measures will significantly help local wildlife
build up their fat reserves and resilience for the brutal winter months ahead and
ultimately improve their chances of survival!
The team and animals at Brent Lodge wish you all a very warm and merry
Christmas! www.brentlodge.org - 01243 641672 - enquiries@brentlodge.org

East Dean

VILLAGE HALL
www.eastdeanhall.co.uk
Ideal for celebrations, fitness classes, meetings, parties and
wedding receptions. Can accommodate 80 standing/60
seated. Fully equipped professional kitchen, outside grass
area with stunning views, car park for up to15 cars.
Disabled access.

07939 254998

SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS
## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##

FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West
Sussex, PO20 1QD

01243 531298
www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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Goodwood Home Farm
News with Paul the Farmer
What a wet November on the farm! Amazingly
though, we managed to plant 100 hectares of
organic wheat across the Estate this month with
25 of those hectares planted through the valley.
We are rejuvenating the old and tired grasses in
the water meadows and you will have seen us
plough the old grass under to lock all that biomass
into the lower depths of the soil (including the
carbon)! A couple of cereal crops will follow with
the last one undersown with a flower rich herbal
ley.
Corner Field has also been put down to organic wheat, this field is renowned for
its cornfield annuals, so a switch to arable for two crops will allow those buried
and dormant seeds to germinate and flourish, we will allow them to grow and not
spray them as we are organic, they will add diversity and be a food source for the
insects and pollinators.
With Christmas approaching our farm shop is full of life too! Organic meat for
Christmas day, mince pies, trees, wreaths and some amazing Christmas puddings
made with our own Grogger Ale. Our beers are all brewed with barley that we
grow on the farm and a real treat is our Goodwood Gin, which is flavoured with
botanicals that grow naturally on Levin Down! Merry Christmas!

DRAGON BOAT CHALLENGE - FINAL RESULT

Photographer
Needed!
East Dean Football
Club are looking for
a volunteer who
could pop along to our games (home
and/or away) and take some pictures.
No experience required. Saturday
afternoons. Please do get in touch if you
can help.

The exciting Dragon Boat Challenge took place in July at Chichester Canal Basin.
eastdean@hotmail.com
This was supported by Cancerwise and Chichester
Priory Rotary Club, with funds raised being split.
The winning Adult team were the The Redcaps, with
Junior winners being the 12th Chichester Scouts.
The event raised just under £4,500, of which
Cancerwise received £2500 and the balance of nearly
£2000 for Chichester Priory Rotary Club. This
figure will be added to the overall Community Fund
which is allocated each year to local worthy
charitable causes.
President Bob Syme of Chichester Priory Rotary Club
said “ The Dragon Boat Challenge is a big event for
us each year which is enjoyed not only by the
participants but also by many supporters and local
residents. We are pleased to have been able to do so help CancerWise with their excellent work in the community.”
Chichester Priory Rotary Club has an active 2022-23 programme and actively welcomes prospective members who can take
part in varied activities.
Chichester Priory Rotary Club can be contacted on enquiries@chichesterprioryrotary.org., and
Cancerwise on cancerwise.org.uk.
Ploughing in the Valley and Levin Down by Helen Geddes
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AROUND THE
FARM AND
CUTE CATTLE
...more from Farmer John
and Nadine Duty out and
about.
Got any photos to share?
People love seeing local
views and photos of stuff
going on in The Valley, so
do send them over!

FESTIVE FUN AT GRAYLINGWELL CHAPEL
It is time to look ahead to Christmas planning with events and activities for all ages – entertainment for those
with family all around and support for others that find it a more challenging time. At Graylingwell Chapel
there is a line-up designed to entertain all who visit with everything from Santa’s Grotto to carolling choirs.
Particular highlights include Father Christmas making his first appearance at Graylingwell Chapel since its opening. All
Santa’s Grotto tickets sold will go towards vital funds for local
community projects. Pre-booking is essential, and tickets are
£5 per child to include the visit with Santa and a gift.
Christmas wreath making workshop Friday 2nd
December will delight many others. Katkins Floristry will lead
a fun afternoon to create your very own, unique wreath for
your front door. With all materials required included in the
booking price.
Others wanting an original gift idea can sign up to local artist
Charlie Cluff’s metalcraft and jewellery workshop on
Saturday 3rd December, exploring the art of letter stamps
creating a sterling silver necklace with chain and decorative
stars with personalised marks.
Those wanting some evening entertainment need look no
further. Tinwood Wine Tasting & Christmas Party offers
a fantastic evening of wine tasting, followed by a DJ to dance to
all evening long on Friday 2nd December. The perfect option
for office parties or friends to reunite with the option to book
tables on individual tickets.
Carols in the Chapel will be a chance to hear the festive
harmonies of local choirs on Monday 5th December. A time to
enjoy the carols of old and sing along to some firm favourites.
Those feeling isolated through the festive period are welcome
all day long, with particular chatty cafés run every Tuesday
afternoon from 2-4pm, ensuring a friendly face and a chance to
connect, laugh, learn and be heard. Simply turn up and visit
the Wates Learning Room.
Information and booking can be found on the What’s
On section of Graylingwell Chapel’s website at
graylingwellchapel.com
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UNBEATEN AT HOME!
East Dean Football Club have been in action over the last few
weeks and have won two, drawn two and lost one - and we still
remain unbeaten at home!
Manager Tom Ferre has been busy recruiting a couple of new
players following a few injuries and we welcome them to the
club. The team have also progressed to the next rounds of the
Sussex Junior Cup and the Chichester Charity Cup.
Some other good news is that the Rod Matthews Trophy which
went missing for a few years has been located and we hope to
bring you more information on the reason behind that in the
next edition.
Training continues at Warbington at 7pm on Tuesdays, if there
are any players out there looking for a well-run adults team.

It would be great to see a few more local supporters on a
Saturday. Our fixtures can always be found
at www.eastdeanfc.co.uk
We are pleased to announce the Star and Garter are sponsoring
our Home kit for the season ahead. We would like to thank
owner Jim MacDonald for his support, Jim had this to say
about the club. “It’s a great pleasure and honour to support East
Dean Football Club. The work they are doing in what is a sleepy
village in the heart of the Southdowns is fantastic. The volunteer
group epitomises what grass roots football is all about. A tiny club in a tiny
village these guys’ values of respect and FairPlay and sportsmanship are what
we are always proud to be associated with and support however we can. We
wish East Dean well this season and for the seasons to come.”
The club would like to wish all readers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year. Peter Kearvell

WiseLife Reusable
Cloth Grocery Bags...

A.S.M. Carpentry
& Joinery Ltd
Over 30 years of experience in all
aspects of carpentry
Professional, Qualified, Insured

Do you have decent bags yet to avoid
the plastic thing?! How about these, if
not? They’re very well made with
supporting straps and rigid structure
and for one reader, they’ve lasted
years.

Local and Reliable
Carpentry Company

On the face of it quite expensive, but they are
pretty good, work out at £13 each and well
made according to our reader, DB. They are foldable and water resistant too.
Available at everyone’s favourite store… https://amzn.to/3Xh13gT
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andrew@asm-carpentry.com
Phone: 01243 278659
Mobile: 07789 748368
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THE FOX GOES FREE

The Fox Festive Celebrations

There is still time to book your Christmas celebrations! Or
join us for a great time celebrating the New Year.

Fox Clay Shoots Are Back!

Join us for a great day out: 10th December 2022,
21st January 2023 or 11th February 2023
Tickets can be purchased for Christmas or Birthday
present’s too.

Live Music

14th December - Willie Austen
See our Christmas & Events page

www.thefoxgoesfree.com

01243 811461

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from us all
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Petworth House
Christmas Events
Christmas Makers Market
Saturday 3rd December, 10am-7pm
and Sunday 4th December, 10am-4pm.
Normal admission applies via main
visitor car park, free access via Cow
Yard. No booking required.
Choirs In The Courtyard
3rd & 4th, 10th & 11th, 17th & 18th
December. Normal admission applies.
No booking required. Listen to the
sound of festive songs fill the air from
choirs in the courtyard on weekends
throughout Christmas.
Christmas Lates
Saturday 3rd December, open until
7pm and Wednesday 21st December,
6pm-8pm. Normal admission applies.
No booking required. Experience the
magical festivities at Petworth House
when the lights sparkle after dark and
listen to a choir singing in the
courtyard on both dates.

In November I was walking
along the “top meadow” on the
eastern side of Levin Down,
when I came across an LBJ. No,
not the ghost of a former
president of the USA, but a
group of fungi known to
mycologists as Little Brown
Jobs.
These are small brown/brownish
fungi that are not easily identified at
first sight. As there were several of
them I collected the one in the picture
to take home and examine more
closely.
In better light, I could see that the gills were mottled (you need a hand lens to see
this), which put it in the Mottlegills, or Panaeolus genus. In the picture you can see
that the edge of the cap looks slightly frayed. It also slightly overhangs the gills, but
this is not evident in the picture. That suggested that it could be the Petticoat
Mottlegill as it looks a bit like the lacy bottom edge of a petticoat. Examination of
the size of the lemon-shaped spores through the microscope suggested the same
result, therefore I think that this is indeed the Petticoat Mottlegill, Panaeolus
papilionaceus. This grows amongst grass near or on dung, and the area where I
found it has been grazed for years by sheep, the Exmoor ponies, and more recently
by cattle. It is a common fungus in such grassland, and is not edible. Bill Young
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