THE FIRST SIGNS OF SPRING, SNOWDROPS
AT WEST DEAN GARDENS
West Dean Gardens, www.westdeangardens.org.uk
It may still officially be winter but it is a good time to get out on a crisp sunny day to
enjoy the displays of snowdrops, the harbinger of spring, at West Dean. The gardens
re-open on 3rd February after the winter closure. The gardens are open in support
of the National Gardens Scheme’s Snowdrop Festival on Sunday 5th February. More
than 80 gardens will open their gates during February to mark the imminent change
of season and in support of charitable causes. Over 500,000 spring bulbs have been
naturalised in the gardens and arboretum at West Dean, not only snowdrops but
also Narcissi, Scilla, Lilies, Anenome, Muscari, Allium, Chinodoxia, Fritilleria,
Crocus and Cyclamen.
The gardens are listed Grade II on the English Heritage Register of Historic Parks
and Gardens. The many historic features include a 300-foot Edwardian pergola, 13
Victorian glasshouses in the Walled Kitchen Garden and St Roche’s Arboretum,
offering access to a fine collection of trees including Californian Redwoods.
The Spring Garden features 1820’s flint and stonework which were virtually lost in
encroaching vegetation until restoration in recent years.
The Wild Garden at the most westerly end of the garden contains areas of woodland
garden, dry gravel garden a naturalistic pond and extensive flowering meadows with
captivating views out into to the serene parkland.
The Woodland Garden, historically part of the woodland shelterbelt offering
protection from prevailing westerly winds, with most of the tree cover lost in the
Great Storms of 1987 has been restored as homage to Beth Chatto's dry garden.

Become a Friend of West Dean and benefit from free access to
the gardens year-round (except during major events). For
opening times and prices visit www.westdeangardens.org.uk.

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance
All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378

The Healing Factory
Massage and Beauty Therapy
Providing treatments in a beautiful
setting in East Dean including:

Organic Facials
Waxing
Manicures/Pedicures
Aromatherapy Massage
Deep Tissue Massage
Reflexology
Book online
www.thehealingfactorymassage.co.uk

Or Call 07917 865918

WEST DEAN
STORES &
TEA ROOMS

Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EY, 01243 811251

www.thepartridgeinn.co.uk

Monday: 7am - 5pm
Tuesday: Half Day: 7am - 1pm
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7am - 5pm
Saturday: 8am - 4pm
Sunday: 8:30am – 1pm

SATURDAY 4th FEBRUARY
MUSIC NIGHT
Matt Owens founder of Noah & the Whale a platinum album
selling Indie Folk band will be playing, this is a night not to
be missed.

01243 818222

TUESDAY 14th FEBRUARY
VALENTINES DINNER

Hope to see you
there!

Set menu is available please view the website for more details

www.westdeanstores.co.uk

...with Luigi our Singleton Dog Trainer– There are
limited places please book early!

*Pie & Pint every Wednesday - £11.50
(*Selected Beers, Draught Minerals or a 125ml of House Wine)

MARCH 12th IS DOGGIE FUN DAY
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Useful Telephone
Numbers
Valley Parish (Rev. Kevan Robinson)
East Dean Football Club
East Dean Fete
East Dean PC Clerk
East Dean Village Hall
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
Lavant Road Pharmacy
Local Police
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean
Police (Local Officer)
Singleton Fete
Singleton Parish Council Chairman
Singleton School
Singleton Tearooms
Singleton Village Hall
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Office
Shop
West Dean College
West Dean Fete
West Dean Gardens
West Dean PC Clark
West Dean School
West Dean Stores

The Team

01243 811213
07944 036709
01243 811608
07918 631987
01243 811358
01243 527264
01243 380185
101
01243 811270
01243 TBA
01243 811451
01243 TBA
077754 06782
01243 818037
01243 811786
01243 811679
01243 811899
01243 811453
01243 811363
01243 811020
01243 811301
01243 811247
01243 818221
01243 266092
01243 811247
01243 818222

ANXIOUS? STRESSED? SCARED? SAD? ANGRY?
ALL NEGATIVE EMOTION CREATES UNHEALTHY
ENERGY IN YOUR BODY. YOU CAN LEARN HOW TO
CONTROL IT AND IMPROVE YOUR MOOD & HEALTH
WITH SIMPLE EASY TECHNIQUES THAT YOU CAN
THEN USE THROUGHOUT YOUR LIFE AND
DIFFICULT MOMENTS
A MINDFUL MOVEMENT & MEDITATION CLASS FOR
EVERYONE

THURSDAY MORNINGS 11.30 – 12.30pm
STARTING JANUARY 12th
£10 drop in or £48 for 6 pre-booked classes
THE YOGA ROOM - CHILGROVE BUSINESS CENTRE
TO BOOK YOUR PLACE: jacqui@chichesteryoga.co.uk 0r 07854 441010
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Ted Salmon, Editor
ted@valleydiary.org
01243 818161
David Mather, Advertising &
Accounts
david@valleydiary.org
01243 811451
Chris Kelly, Distribution
chris@valleydiary.org
01243 811833
John Elliott, Inserts

john.elliott811929@btopenworld.com

01243 811786

The Distribution Team
East Dean
Tim Weeks
Pearl O’Leary
Charlton
Penny Buchan
John Elliott
Singleton
Sue Millar
Jane Penny
Heather Kaminski
West Dean
Carol Corbett
Jonalyn Mills
Geoff Osborne
Victoria Muggeridge
Micky Johns
Binderton
Barbara Boxall
Chilgrove
Peter Rice
Strettington
John Elliott
The legal bit: W e (The Va lley Dia r y Tea m )
make every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any error
in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by the
businesses or individuals appearing in its pages. In
short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

SINGLETON SCOOP!
News from Singleton Church of England Primary
Happy New Year! We hope that you had a wonderful Christmas and that 2017 has begun well! The year has got off to a flying
start here at Singleton Primary School. We have all settled back in after a wonderful Christmas holiday and have eagerly
started our new topics.
Willow Class had a wonderful autumn term looking at Animals. This term we will be focussing our learning through the topic
of Houses and Homes.
Ella, Year 2… "We are learning about Houses and Homes. We have been for a walk through the village to look at the different
kinds of houses in Singleton. It was a sunny day so we had lots of fun. We saw some houses with thatched roofs, these are made
from straw. We saw terraced houses that are all joined together."
Annie, Year 1… "We have been looking at the three little pigs in our literacy lessons. The pigs had three different houses.
They were different because they were made out of different materials. The first little pig made his house of straw. The second
little pig made his house of sticks. The third little pig made his house out of bricks. If a big, bad wolf knocked on my door, I
would want a house made of flint."
Beech Class really enjoyed their topic about Invaders and Settlers before Christmas. This term they are focusing on Chocolate.
They have even tried to make it healthy as it is the start of the new year!
Jack, Year 4… "Our topic is chocolate. We have designed our own chocolate bars and made a poster for them. Lewis and I
designed a chocolate bar called ‘Slim Loss’. The idea was that you lost weight while eating a bar of chocolate. It has a good
crunch to it, it is mainly white chocolate with strawberry slices, the fruit is why you lose they weight. It has 0% fat and 0%
sugar but it tastes just like normal chocolate. It will be 99p for the first 3 months of production but then we will put it up to
£2.50 so that we make a profit."
Oak Class worked incredibly hard last term learning about Ancient Egypt. They are continuing to have a history focus this term
as they work through their local study. They have also taken part in United Voices, an initiative that saw 14 local schools come
together to perform a variety of songs at Chichester Festival Theatre.
Amy Mclean, Year 6… "We have been learning songs to perform at Chichester Festival Theatre as part of United Voices. The
theme of the songs has been about working together as a whole group, to celebrate our diversity. I have enjoyed meeting
children from other schools such as West Dean and The March. Count on Me is my favourite song; it is a really good tune and a
great rhythm."
Eva, Year 6… "We have begun to learn about World War II. It has been interesting because in America, where I was living,
we didn’t learn about it. I think this is because America was a supporter of the war and not a place where the Germans fought.
There were two main countries that were fighting, Germany and Britain. Lots of other countries helped though. The song One
in a Million, that we have learnt from United Voices, is about lots of different people coming together to do something big, it
reminds me about World War 2 and how all the countries came together to support and protect each other."
Hannah, Year 6… "We have been learning about World War Two in our local area. So far we have started reading Goodnight
Mr Tom. It’s about an evacuee called William moving to the countryside to stay away from the bombs in London. It is very
exciting."
Southern Pro Musica concert
During our third week back we were very fortunate to be able to go to see the Southern Pro Musica Orchestra perform at the
Chichester Festival Theatre.
Ivy, Reception… "We went to see an orchestra. We went on a bus with an upstairs. I got to sit upstairs at the front. I enjoyed
the orchestra, I got to do lot of clapping. My favourite instrument was the trumpets."
Abi, Year 3… "We went to the orchestra. I thought it was amazing because it was so magical and I loved the music! My
favourite instrument was the flute because it plays a sweet melody. I was very impressed. It made me want to learn how to play
the flute."
More news from Singleton School next month!
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The Battle of Windy Ridge (result not yet in)
An excerpt from Down on Red Bucket Farm by Francis
(With apologies to my friend Lance Andrews!)
A Pheasant came up to the bird table,
He acted in such a way,
That very soon I realised,
The bird had something to say.

''And so, with no other choice,
We are then forced to start flying.
That's when they take a pop at us,
It is all ever so trying''.

''Do you mind if we have a word,'' he said,
Then nodded towards my hat.
''Before we start a discussion though,
Could you get rid of that''.

(''When we meet in the lanes, you in your car,
We run, and you wonder why.
Well it's simple, once we are airborne,
They will shoot at us up in the sky''.)

I took off my boater of straw,
With its implant of colourful plumes.
Feathers from a cousin maybe?
Plucked from his bum one assumes.

I decided I must help the Pheasants,
And soon their defence was in place.
We scattered thousands of aniseed balls,
To put the dogs off the chase.

''Oh dear,'' I said, ''I'm so sorry,''
Then ripped them away from the brim.
And in a dignified manner,
I passed them over to him.

But we had to have ways to attack,
So I prepared our means of assault.
Hidden among the bracken,
Was a line of big catapults.

Then a deputation of Pheasants,
Came marching up the drive.
Only an hour since the shoot,
Very lucky to survive.

No, not your ordinary slingshots,
Each a huge timber device.
Everyone gave a hand at home,
Including all of the mice.

I looked straight back to their leader,
Who clearly had lots more to say.
(I think the last time I spoke to a bird,
It was a pretty African Grey).

But the ammo is our secret weapon,
Horse and cow answered the call.
They've donated all of their droppings,
Which we've rolled into gigantic balls.

''We are fed up to the back beak,
And I know I speak for the rest.
It's all so very one-sided.''
As he stood there clutching his chest.

And once loaded into the weaponry,
In a line, in front of the trees.
When flung with a great deal of accuracy,
Will bring the guns to their knees!

''What's up,'' I said, ''are you hurt''?
''Just a flesh wound, I'll be ok.
I think I'll survive 'til the next one,
Which is a week next Saturday.''

The shooters won't know what hit them,
Next Saturday when they all meet.
As for me, well I'm selling tickets,
And I've grabbed myself a front seat!

''A very nice chap the gamekeeper,
He fed us and watered us too.
And when we threw a sicky,
It was the vet, no further ado''.
''He administered pills and ointments,
For false limps and coughs so hacking.
But come that certain date in the year,
He locked up and sent us packing"!
''Then with nothing better to do,
We hide and just hang about.
Until an army of men with sticks,
Chase us and force us out''!

HOSPITAL
TRANSPORT
Need help to get to a critical medical
appointment? Mr Parks has kindly
offered to do what he can to help, so
if you’re in need please call him

818044
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01730817359
07742874883
shaunthesweep@aol.com
Midhurst based
All types of chimneys swept
Birds’ nests removed
Brush and vacuum
No mess / No Fuss - Fully insured
Quality Painting &
Decorating
Interior
and Exterior

P D McCann
Professional
Specialist in Hand Painted furniture and Kitchens - Fire &
Flood Damage
General Repair & Maintenance
Free Estimate - MOD Approved
Experienced in large jobs
30 Years Experience - VAT EXEMPT!

01243 811441

MILESTONE
GARAGE
COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

01730 813148

TUESDAY 14th FEBRUARY

07899 753464

Ladies, no need to despair if you don’t have a romantic date on Valentine’s Day.
You can come to the ladies’ night at the Star and Garter in East Dean. The dates
for this spring following our well-attended opening night on January 10th are:
Tuesday 14th February 7pm - Tuesday 14th March 7pm - Tuesday 11th April 7pm
See you there! Any queries phone me on 811377. Eden Davies.

AUTOMATIC EXTERNAL
DEFIBRILLATOR SESSION IN
EAST DEAN
Early in January around twenty-five East Dean residents attended an interactive
session organised by the Parish Council to re-familiarise individuals with the use
of our Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) and to discuss resilience issues
(e.g., how to deal with severe flooding or other emergencies).
The session was led by the West Sussex Fire and Rescue team who brought along
three dummies on which attendees were able to practice potentially lifesaving CPR
techniques and they also demonstrated how our own AED works. In addition the
Fire and Rescue team showed some of the equipment that's available to Parish
Council's to assist them deal with emergencies and provided an overview of a new
training programme, which East Dean will very likely sign up for, that's available
to villages to help increase community resilience.
Before the presentation began, West Sussex County Council presented a cheque
for £650 to East Dean to pay for drainage improvement works around the
northern edge of the village. This money came from WSCC's Watershed fund and
should help reduce the incidence of flooding in the village.
Overall, this was a very informative and enjoyable session and East Dean is
grateful to the West Sussex Fire and Rescue team and to the representatives of
WSCC who took time to come to our village. Jon Bailie

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:



Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.



Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)



Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication



Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist



Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

Opening Hours
9am - 6pm Monday to Friday
9am - 11.30am
Saturdays

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/
Fortnightly

Ironing service a
speciality
Office: 023 9278 5868
Mobile: 07825 618121
References/
recommendations available
on request
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SINGLETON
VILLAGE HALL
Our attractive Village Hall is for hire

Skittle Alley for Hire
Well equipped kitchen
Reasonable rates
All you need for your
event

Sussex Wildlife Trust - Levin Down Update
Ann Griffiths
What is happening with the trees? You may remember that last February I wrote
“In co-operation with Goodwood, the ash around the clump on the top of Levin
will be thinned soon. I have been told that the clump at the very top was originally
planted by Napoleonic prisoners of war – anyone know any different?”
Well as so often happens, things sometimes take a while to start – but the work is
now underway. The Wildlife Trust do not manage the inner clump (owned and
managed by Goodwood Estate under a Woodland Grant Scheme) or an area
immediately surrounding it, but the remaining, mainly ash, which has gradually
encroached on the open down over the years is part of the reserve. The plan is
that the Trust area will be thinned – the trees to be removed are predominantly
ash, with some hawthorn and blackthorn. Any interesting good sized trees will be
retained and some of the scrub will be coppiced to maintain interest. What is very
pleasing is that in the thin strip treated similarly a couple of years ago, apart from
regeneration of the chalk plants, young juniper have also been found – this is
great news as Juniper is one of the very special plants on the site and young plants
are a real rarity. If you have any other information about the reserve or wildlife
sightings please ring 01273 492630.

CHICHESTER CROWN COURT
www.singletonparishcouncil.co.uk/news-2
Despite receiving a letter from HM Courts & Tribunals Service saying that
the decision to close the courts was not taken lightly and the decision to
close stands as Mrs May will not be reconsidering, it appears that the
three letters we sent may have done some good. Following Resolution
West Sussex starting action on a judicial review to challenge the
Government, the Ministry of Justice has now backed down in an
astonishing turnaround and agreed to consider Resolution’s proposal to
turn the empty Magistrates’ building into a new combined (crown and
county) court.
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Please contact Sue
Saunders on 01243
811365

SOUTHDOWNS
TAXI SERVICE
Throughout The
Valley and beyond
Pre-Booked Only

Please ring
Andy Doyle

01243 811511
Homeopath

SALLY NUNN
L.C.C.H., R.S.Hom., FSDSHom

4 St. John’s Street, Chichester
59 High Street, Arundel

01903 884466
www.sallynunn.com
e-mail: homeopathy@sallynunn.com
REGISTERED WITH THE SOCIETY OF
HOMEOPATHS

ON THE WILD SIDE, CREATIVE SHORT COURSES
West Dean College, www.westdean.org.uk
Step out of your comfort zone and learn something a little different from the range
of spring and summer short course just released by West Dean College. There are
courses from beginners to advanced levels using familiar materials in new and
unusual ways. The college offers the opportunity to learn traditional and
contemporary arts and crafts in fully-equipped professional studios, guided and
inspired by expert tutors who are all practicing professionals with impressive
reputations. Experience the unique atmosphere of the college, which is rich in art
history as the former home of Edward James, poet and patron of the Surrealist
Movement. Students have access to the award-winning West Dean Gardens
during their stay and can enjoy walks in the 240-acre parkland and St Roche’s
Arboretum during breaks in classes.
Learn traditional taxidermy techniques in cludin g pr eser vin g and
reconstruction using wood, wool and thread. Taxidermy for beginners with
sculptor and taxidermist, Rose Robson (28 – 30 April, weekend).
Learn how to make jewellery from those little things you love to collect
from the beach, the woods and urban finds. Exper im en t w ith u sefu l
techniques including threading, crocheting, wirework and working with resin to
make unique pieces. Wild jewellery – recycle, re-craft with Sarah Drew (7 – 10
May, three days, suitable for all).
Use a contemporary technique that is loose, expressive and breaks all
the rules to make clay animals. Lear n ho w to br in g life, en er gy an d
grace to your work through demonstrations. You will aim to make one sculpture
per day with clay sculptor, James Ort. Modelling ceramic animals (7 – 10 May,
three days, suitable for all).
Learn how to strip fresh willow bark and co m bin e it w ith a pr eviou sly
stripped larger piece to create a unique project of your own with your harvest of
this versatile, natural material. Willow bark basketry with basketry artist, designer
-maker Maggie Smith (5 – 8 June, three days, suitable for all).
Explore the craft of woodcarving an d its po ten tial to depict the beauty
and vibrancy of the natural world with Alex Jones. Realise your own individual
design carved in relief as a decorative panel as you learn about the safe use of
hand tools. Wildlife woodcarving in relief (9 – 11 June, weekend, beginners/
intermediate).
Learn the basic technique of needlelace making w ith som e sim ple
embroidery stitches to make a bee or insect of your choice to mount onto a
brooch. Needlelace embroidery – stitch a bee or butterfly brooch with Fleur Oakes
(8 July, one day, beginners/intermediate).

The College offers over 700 short courses each year from
basket weaving to bobbin lacemaking, and sewing to
sculpture. To browse the digital brochure and to book online
visit www.westdean.org.uk.
Special Offer. First time bookings are entitled to a 10%
discount on the cost of course fees (telephone bookings
only) 01243 818300.

East Dean
Village Hall
The original village hall has been sensitively
restored and modernised to include a catering
standard kitchen and full disabled access.
With its own car park it is suitable for
almost any occasion.

To book the Hall, or arrange to see it,
phone Jill Mountford 01243 811358

www.eastdeanhall.co.uk

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
Showroom & Workshop
Located at Binderton Nr Lavant
Main dealers for many makes
Fast reliable service
Advice & Discounted machines
Part exchange taken
Collection & delivery offered
See website

www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003

Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired Heating Engineer

01798 344213 - 07779 113343
Caytonsltd@gmail.com
www.caytonsltd.com
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ROAD POTHOLES
DEALING WITH POTHOLES VIA. WSCC HIGHWAYS DIVISION
We’d like to bring to your attention the 'lovewestsussex’ app. This
is downloadable onto a mobile phone or tablet from Apps Stores
for Android, iOS & Blackberry & enables a member of the public
to get directly to WSCC to report any problem they may come
across with regard to the state of the roads or footpaths or verges etc.
The app has the facility to take a photo of the offending item to accompany the
problem along with a map to pinpoint the spot.
You will get an initial response & then a follow up message after the problem has
been identified, hopefully to your satisfaction.
This is the preferred method of contact and one that works very well, and
efficiently.

MIDHURST
LOGS
2yrs Seasoned Hardwood
Cut and Split to order
Est. Since 1992

Call for current prices
Free Local Delivery
Tel: 01730 815302 or 07787
565544

NOTICE TO

ADVERTISERS
We thank you for your ongoing support, as our only income is from the
advertisers - and that is what keeps us going.
For those who have paid the 2017 dues, a big thank you, and for those
who have not paid please do so asap. If you have been overlooked please
let me know and I will invoice you immediately.
Unfortunately there are a few payments for 2017
advertisements outstanding. INVOICES WERE SENT OUT MID
NOVEMBER 2016! It really is a chore chasing up late payers
or even non payers, so please do pay up and we can get on
with the rest of our lives and stop bothering you. Debt chasing
is always a drudge. DM.

MOBILE POST OFFICE

SCHEDULE CHANGES
Please note that the following adjustment has been made to
the Mobile Post Office times at venues in The Valey.

WEST DEAN STORES, WEST DEAN
MONDAYS: 12.45pm to 2.00pm
THURSDAYS: 12.45pm to 2.00pm

THE PARTRIDGE INN, SINGLETON
MONDAYS 2.15pm to 4pm

Noel Reidy, Mobile Postmaster, Operating from Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779

Clock conservation
restoration & repair

Jon Butt Bsc (Hons) T. 023 92 631836
E. hello@jonbuttclocks.co.uk
www.jonbuttclocks.co.uk
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SINGLETON
CHURCH
APPEAL

ANDY COMLEY GOES

BACK TO HIS ROOTS
Singer-songwriter Andy Comley has moved
out of the usual venues and headed back to
his roots, by embarking on a tour of rural
halls.
Having played on three continents and
supported some of the UK’s top singersongwriters such as Boo Hewerdine (Eddie
Reader), Emily Barker, and Amy Wadge (Ed
Sheeran), Andy has now set his sights closer
to home. The gigs are sit down-lights outspotlight on affairs, and Andy says that this
format makes for an immersive evening for the audience and performer alike.
Often likened to Neil Young, Andy has been called passionate and a poet. Andy
will be playing with double bassist Dave Bulbeck at Stedham Village Hall, nr.
Midhurst on Saturday 25th February 2017. Doors open at 19:00 for 19:45 start.
Tickets are £12 on the door, or £10 online at www.andycomley.com
Dust off your trainers, dig
out the lycra – Jo Hoskings
is back in the valley.
Offering a variety of fitness
regimes and classes she is
ready to whip us into
shape.

A very big thank you to all those
who generously donated towards
the appeal to fund the urgent
works on Singleton Church. With
proceeds from the Singleton fete,
this raised almost £9,000 which
is a terrific total.
The most urgent external
stonework repairs have been
completed and work is now
largely completed to replace pew
timbers affected by the death
watch beetle attack. We are also
seeing if further timbers are
affected, which of course may
mean more expense.
Thank you all again.
Ian Farman
Valley Parish Treasurer

Buggy Babes
Thursdays 9.30am – Meeting at East Dean Village Hall Car park
Ideal for mums with babies who are of buggy age and have been cleared by the
doctor to exercise
Pre and Post Natal Pilates
Wednesdays 10.30am meeting at East Dean Village Hall
Ideal for pre or post-natal mums who have been cleared by the doctor to exercise
Bootcamp
Dates and timings still to be confirmed
A fun group for all fitness levels – but hard work!
Jo also offers personal training sessions where she will create a bespoke fitness
plan based around your abilities, diet and lifestyle
For more information or to talk through your options with Jo please
call 07917 177404 or alternatively email jo@milestone-fitness.co.uk

We clean your oven……so you
don’t have to

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor or Aga professionally
cleaned

ALL TYPES OF
GARDENING WORK

Phil Bateman
Landline: 01243 763000
Mobile: 07908 433946

Garden Shed and Household
Clearance

Strimming, Hedge Cutting, Lawn
Mowing, Shrub Pruning, New Borders
Created, etc… etc…

GARY

www.ovenwizards.com
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01243 811217
Mobile: 07977 346380

SINGLETON
PARISH
COUNCIL
NOTICE OF
VACANCY
Do you live in the Parish of
Singleton & Charlton?
Do you take an active interest in
your community and want to make
a difference?
Why not become a member the
Parish Council.
We have 2 vacancies and are keen
to co-opt new Councillors.
If interested and for further
information please contact the
Clerk and look at the ‘Become a
Councillor’ pages on our website.
www.singletonparishcouncil.co.uk
singletonparishcouncil1@gmail.com

SINGLETON
PARISH COUNCIL
WEBSITE
Please take a look at our website
which tells you everything you
need to know about your local
Parish Council.
You will find information on:
Meetings – including agendas and
draft minutes
Councillors – who they are and
what they do
Policies – how we conduct our
business
Budget & expenditure – how we
spend our precept and grants
Resilience – including water
emergencies
Getting involved – meeting dates
& Councillor vacancies

www.singletonparishcouncil.co.uk

West Dean Pre-School
Nursery
Ages 2½ - 5
Monday to Friday
9.05am - 1pm
(Within the grounds of West Dean
Primary School)
For

more information
phone

Paula

2017 PETWORTH FESTIVAL

on

Have you got your 2017 diary to hand? Make sure you
save the dates for this year’s Petworth Festival and
Literary Weekend.
Summer Festival: Wednesday 12th - Saturday 29th July
Literary Weekend: Wednesday 1st - Sunday 5th
November

01243 811423

Already a supporter?
Mid Feb: Preview and renewal information
Mid Mar: Exclusive launch parties
Mar / Apr: Priority booking
Not a supporter?
Contact us now info@petworthfestival.org.uk to join in for 2017. Receive early
Festival information in the preview, take advantage of exclusive launch parties
and priority booking with discounts on ticket prices.
www.petworthfestival.org.uk - Box Office opens to General Public Thursday 27th
April - www.petworthfestival.org.uk/booking - Full details of 2017 line up
available from Thursday 23rd March
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WINTER LANDSCAPE
A Poem by Sally Winterflood
The cold, cold claws of winter’s icy grasp clutch tight the sinews of the ravaged
landscape. Frozen, covered with early morning frosty rime, the earth seems locked
and frigid, void of life. Barren, dark brown furrows, scattered with white-edged
flints like shattered bones half-buried in the soil, stretch out in endless rows in
endless fields, the plough-lines disappear from view as they crest each rise and fall
of the softly undulating Sussex lowlands.
Beyond, the distant South Down hills spread out to fill the wide horizon; flecked
sparsely here and there with woodland, scrub and sheep, they stand, forever
watchful and protective; a prehistoric backdrop of mystical Yews, ancient burial
mounds and long forgotten drovers paths; these high chalk ridges conspire to
embrace within their broad span the milder air swept up from southern waters,
from far across the flat south coastal plain.
Today, it seems the fickle winds have altered their direction; Siberia’s freezing
hand extends a vice-like grip; grasps and twists long fleshless frozen fingers as it
rakes its’ way unhindered from the Steppes. Cruel and deadly icy blasts bequeath
within their wake an unexpected gift, a legacy, of muddy field-edge puddles turned
opaque, solid, beautiful. Such shelter as the Downs may offer from the north is
useless; nothing stops the biting eastern gale, relentlessly it spreads its freezing
net of ice.
Gazing over frosted fields a sudden movement draws the eye, a handsome stag, a
regal beast with antlers proudly raised, stamps hard upon the solid ground on
which he stands. Condensing breath forms misty shrouded halos round his head;
never trusting, always wary, cautiously surveying all he sees; his presence real, yet
strangely, ethereally, it serves to haunt the view; to reveal a vital glimpse that life
goes on; defying death in deepest, harshest winter.

DO YOU REALIZE THAT EACH MONTH THERE ARE
1000 COPIES OF THE VALLEY DIARY PRINTED AND WE
ESTIMATE THAT IT IS READ BY IN EXCESS OF 3,500
PEOPLE, RESIDENTS AND VISITORS ALIKE?
If you have a business locally, why not advertise with us? Rates are VERY
REASONABLE and w ill br ing yo ur busin ess to the notice of
most people to the north of Chichester and much further afield.
Advertising format is for Lineage (2/3/4 line), small ads, single box,
double box, or quarter page, either letterbox or portrait.
To find out more without obligation please ring David on 01243
811451, or 07973 820877

Special economy rates available for local businesses and residents

Specialist CACI Clinic
As a highly experienced practitioner, I can offer CACI treatments at
my treatment room in Lavant or in the comfort of your home.
 Tightens, lifts & tones facial muscles
 Softens fine lines
 Improves the skins appearance

 The UK’s most popular non-surgical
anti-ageing treatment
 Over 20 years medical research, proven
results & celebrity endorsements

I also offer:
Facials, waxing, reflexology, massage, manicures, pedicures, pamper parties

Karyn: 07769 183908
e: karyn@beauty-onthemove.co.uk
w: beauty-onthemove.co.uk
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The Valley Parish of East Dean, Singleton & West Dean
Church News
A warm welcome awaits you at our Services in February
2017
Sunday 5th…

8 am Communion at Singleton Church
10 am Communion at East Dean Church

Sunday 12th… 8am Communion at East Dean Church
10am Communion at Singleton Church
Sunday 19th… 8am Communion at Singleton Church
10am Communion with AllStars at West Dean Church
Sunday 26th… 8 am Communion at East Dean Church
10 am Family Communion service at West Dean Church

Other information
Open office at The Rectory, most Thursday’s 9 am – 1 pm. Drop in for an informal chat
with Rev Kev. Or if you’d prefer a home visit at a different time; please phone 01243
811213.
Band practice for family services; come and play an instrument or sing - all welcome,
practices most Saturdays.
Parents & School’s support group; no meeting in February due to half term.

Parents & Toddler Group
Every Tuesday (During term time)
10 am - 11.45 am Singleton Village Hall

Ages 0 - preschool. All parents, carers, grandparents etc welcome
£1 per child (50p for an additional child) to cover drinks & snacks,
tea & coffee etc
Priest-In-Charge

Church Wardens

Rev Kev Robinson
The Rectory
Singleton
PO18 0EZ
01243 811213
Email: k.robinson275@btinternet.com

Mrs Wendy Goacher 01243 811641
Mrs Lisa Emmerson 01243 811939

PCC Secretary
Mrs Karen Searle Barrett
karen.chris1@btinternet.com
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PENGE AIMING FOR 2017 WALKER CUP
Golf At Goodwood ambassador Marco Penge has a big year in store, as he aims to
represent Great Britain and Ireland at the 46th Walker Cup against the USA in
September. Selection for the GB&I team in one of the most prestigious amateur
competitions in the world would undoubtedly be the high point in the Horsham
player’s already impressive CV.
Penge, who is currently playing in Australia for five weeks, has said that the
Walker Cup is his main aim, but the 18-year-old has a number of strong ambitions
for 2017. He said; “I’d like to finish the year in the Top 50 in the WAGR (World
Amateur Golf Rankings) and make the 2017 Walker Cup team. It’s also my aim to
represent England in the men’s team in the Home Internationals and European
Teams Championship.”
On the Walker Cup, Penge added; “It’s something I have always wanted to achieve
so it would be great to make the team and represent GB&I in America. There has
been a lot of history in the event and a lot of great players have played in it, for
example Rory McIlroy and Rickie Fowler.”
2016 was a very successful year for Penge and included victory in the Sunningdale
Foursomes and a record-breaking round in the Irish Amateur Open at Royal
Dublin. He also finished in tied first position in the French Amateur Open, only to
miss out in the playoff to Spanish number one Ivan Cantero.
Such successes provided Penge with some key experience. He said; “One thing I
learnt from last year is that when you’re playing well it is important to note down
what the reasons are for why you’re playing well. Otherwise you keep playing and
playing and then when things don’t go to plan you get stuck.”
To gain further experience, Penge travelled to Australia at the turn of the year to
take part in a number of tournaments, including the Australian Master of the
Amateurs. He said; “I was happy with my performance as I played a lot of good
stuff. If only the putts had dropped it would have been a completely different
story. The standard was insane and I was up against the best players in the world
so it was tough.”
Of his time in Australia so far, Penge added; “The heat is so different to back
home! We had to play the last round in 40 degree heat this week and when you’re
on the course for five hours it is not easy. You have to eat and drink so much to
stay focussed and to think
correctly. Also, once you
have been travelling for over
26 hours it takes time for
your body to feel normal and
re-group! I just want to give
it the best go I can and make
sure I enjoy the time here,
because a lot of people would
love to be in my position.
Five weeks is long time to be
away from home and play an
event every week. If you
don’t enjoy it and have fun it
will be a long five weeks!”
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Careful & competent

WINDOW
CLEANING
STEPHEN PINE

Please ask for a quotation
stephennpine@gmail.com

01243 670191
07887 752056

SURPRISED BY JOY
I am a Radio 4 fan and look forward
particularly to Libby Purves' programme
on Wednesday mornings. One of her
recent guests was the novelist and
historian Antonia Fraser. She recalled a
visit to Jerusalem with Harold Pinter. They
walked past the Wailing Wall and Harold,
a Jewish person, failed to notice it; it did
not speak to him. Walking down the Via
Dolorosa, following the steps of Jesus,
Antonia, a devout Catholic was surprised
to feel nothing. Later visiting the fortress
of Masada, where the Jewish people made
their last, suicidal stand against the
Romans, it was she who felt the power of
the place. Is this something that happens
to all of us, both the thrill and the
indifference and not knowing which it is
going to be?
Last year we went to Northumberland.
Lindisfarne Abbey left me cold, but a view
of Bamburgh Castle made me catch my
breath. A previous visit to Scotland took us
to Iona Abbey where again I felt nothing.
But listening to the corncrakes calling in
the grass below the abbey was magical, as
were the dolphins swimming in the bow
wave of the ferry back to Mull.
I would mention two occasions on which I
was totally 'surprised by joy' and they were
both instant and quite shocking in their
intensity. The first was on a visit York
Minster. I came through the South door,
immediately opposite the huge, plain
North Transept window and was instantly
transfixed. It came from nowhere. I think
if I had been on my own I would have burst
into tears. The second time was walking to
the Visitor Centre at West Dean Gardens a
couple of years ago. As you approach the
door there is a small courtyard. The path is
flanked by apple trees and they
were in blossom. Out of the
blue I was overwhelmed by a
feeling of exhilaration. I
remember standing there, the
world stopping for a moment,
and then the tension easing into
a state of pure happiness. I
can't explain it and I would not
try. But I would say that these
moments are precious, and
perhaps they are like the sheer
joy of childhood experiences
which we can never quite
recapture. Old Wordsworth,
from whom I take the title of
this piece, wrote movingly
about this in 'Intimations of
Immortality', a rather formal
title for a poem that speaks
easily to us across two
centuries. Peter Rice

WEST DEAN TEA
AND CHAT
Are you an older
person living in the
valley who would
enjoy meeting with
others in pleasant
surroundings?
Come and join us at
West Dean Gardens
restaurant or The
Dean (check Diary) on
alternate Mondays,
fortnightly from
10.30am to
12.00noon. Come and
find out more and let
us know the kind of
activities and
opportunities that
would benefit you and
your community. For
further information
(ladies and gentlemen
of retirement age)
please contact Barbara
Boxall on 01243
839785
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BRITAX ECLIPSE
CHILDS CAR SEAT
FOR SALE
Hardly used
£50 ovno
01243 811451
BERRY STONEWORK
SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE BRICKWORK

RESTORATION CONSERVATION
RENOVATION

DUNCAN BERRY
duncanpberry@gmail.com
PHONE

07557 515314
01243 539279
Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748

Your local community Museum

Upcoming events

 Winter Half-Term activities
20-24 February
 Mothering Sunday, 26 March
 Food & Folk Festival, 29 April -1 May

Become a member
Benefits of annual membership include free
admission (inc. special events), Museum magazines and 10% discount in our shop.

Courses & learning
We run an exciting range of courses in
traditional rural trades and crafts, plus historic
building conservation.

Volunteers needed
Thinking of volunteering? There are positions
from the Museum’s shop and office, to animal
care and much more! Flexible hours to suit
your lifestyle and full training provided. Come
and join our friendly team!

Venue hire
Room hire is available for parties, weddings,
wakes, functions and business use. Our fields
are also available for hire for e.g. car club
meetings and equine events.

www.wealddown.co.uk | 01243 811363

The Museum is delighted to have been awarded £224,500 from the DCMS/Wolfson
Museums and Galleries Improvement Fund as part of its £4 million grant for English
Museums and Galleries. The funds will enable us to immediately begin an exciting
project to reconstruct two significant but currently dismantled historic buildings – the
Newdigate Bakery and Eastwick Park Dairy – here at the Museum! Once re-erected,
they will be used to showcase heritage food production for our visitors.
NEWDIGATE BAKERY
With its origins in the 17th century, the Newdigate Bakery is from the village of
Newdigate, near Dorking, in Surrey. It housed an extensive Victorian bakery when it
was dismantled in the 1980s. Its reconstruction will give the Museum a working
historic bakery in which to demonstrate the art of baking. The Museum’s ultimate aim
is to supply goods made from its own wheat, harvested by its own Shire horses,
threshed and milled on site (using its 17th century watermill).
EASTWICK DAIRY
This unusual – originally thatched – model dairy from the Eastwick Park Estate in
Surrey dates from circa 1807. It comprises two octagonal brick buildings linked by a
covered walkway. Its restoration and reinstatement at the Museum will offer another
working building linked to food production, where traditional dairying techniques can
be demonstrated. This exciting new project will develop our educational programme,
be a delight for visitors and grow the accessibility of our collections.
The DCMS/Wolfson Museums and Galleries Improvement Fund award goes a long
way towards meeting the project costs, leaving us with £75,000 to raise, to enable the
completion of the project. We aim to achieve via a robust fundraising campaign.
Those individuals and trusts interested in contributing toward the project should
contact the Museum. It is our plan to begin the project in summer 2017 with a view to
opening the completed buildings in spring 2018.
VOLUNTEERING
Volunteers are the lifeblood of the Museum – without the time given to us by our 600-strong volunteer community we would
simply be unable to exist. In June 2016, the Museum’s volunteers were proud to receive the Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service. The time given by volunteers ranges from a number of days per week to a short fixed-term role. Working times are
flexible and you don’t require any existing historic skills, as training is provided. If you think you’d like to join our team then
please see our website for more details.
WINTER HALF-TERM FAMILY ACTIVITIES
MONDAY 20th to FRIDAY 24th FEBRUARY, 11am - 3pm
Put on your winter woolies and wellies, and warm up with a week of creative activities and countryside skills, including outdoor
trails, arts and crafts to inspire all of your family! Wet weather will not spoil play as we have plenty of areas under cover. The
Museum’s historic buildings are fascinating places to explore! Learn how food was prepared without modern technology in the
Tudor kitchen. See how our watermill works (using a very topical natural resource) and buy a bag of grain for the hungry ducks
on the mill pond! Look out for the Shire horses and the traditional breed farm animals including sheep, chickens and geese.
Children must be accompanied by an adult. Dogs on leads are welcome and there is ample free parking. Please wear clothes
and shoes that are suitable for playing outdoors.
MOTHERING SUNDAY
SUNDAY 26 MARCH, 10.30am - 4pm
Celebrate Mothering Sunday and the start of spring at the Weald & Downland Open Air Museum. Mothering Sunday is a
fantastic time to visit the Museum, with new-born lambs and spring buds bursting into life – come and enjoy the South Downs
in springtime!
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Warning of automated credit card message
We’ve received numerous reports of a fraudulent phone call, which reads the
following automated message: “Alert alert, your credit card has been
compromised. Press 1”. If you receive this call, please hang up and contact Action
Fraud or Sussex Police with the details.
How to protect yourself from email scams and malicious software
Fraudsters continue to target Sussex residents using compelling but sneaky
methods aimed at getting you to give up your private information. A typical
example could be an email, purporting to be from your bank, to say that there has
been a security breach at your branch saying you need to update your details via a
link provided. Banks will never do this. Never open an email unless you are
certain that it is genuine. By clicking on the hyperlink, you may download
malicious software onto your computer.
Plagued by nuisance or fraudulent calls? Telephone Call Blockers
If you constantly receive unsolicited phone calls, or you know someone whose
phone never stops ringing, you may know that there are devices available which
could help. ‘Secured by Design’ True Call devices work by automatically ensuring
that only trusted callers can get through. Unrecognised callers are asked for their
identity before they are put through to the recipient, meaning that unknown or
‘cold’ callers can be refused. In Sussex, local policing teams have a small number
of these devices available to install in homes, with recipients selected based on
their level of vulnerability. If you or someone you know may benefit, please email
operation.signature@sussex.pnn.police.uk for more details or call Sussex Police
on 101. The approved devices are also available to purchase.
Money Safe
Remember: banks and police will NEVER call and ask you to transfer funds to a
new account, NEVER collect your cards from your home, NEVER ask you to buy
high value goods and NEVER ask you to hand over cards or money.
Keep your money safe with these tips:
Check people are who they say they are. Not sure? Don’t open the door!
Never send or give money to people you don’t know or trust
Remember to protect your identity – don’t share your personal information with
unexpected callers
Beware of email and computer scams. Treat all emails from unknown senders
with suspicion and never click on links within them
Never share your PIN number or enter your PIN into a telephone
If in doubt, phone a relative, friend or someone you know personally
Remember: if it sounds too good to be true, it could be fraud.
If you need to a report fraud or attempted fraud, you can do so by contacting
Action Fraud at www.actionfraud.police.uk/report_fraud or by calling 0300 123
2040. www.actionfraud.police.uk/news - @actionfrauduk on Twitter. Check
latest information online at www.getsafeonline.org.
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Action Fraud has received several reports
from victims who have been sent
convincing looking emails claiming to be
from Amazon. The spoofed emails from
“service@amazon.co.uk” claim recipients
have made an order online and mimic an
automatic customer email notification.
The scam email claims recipients have
ordered an expensive vintage chandelier.
Other reported examples include: Bose
stereos, iPhones and luxury watches.
The emails cleverly state that if
recipients haven’t authorised the
transaction they can click on the help
centre link to receive a full refund. The
link leads to an authentic-looking
website, which asks victims to confirm
their name, address, and bank card
information.
Amazon says that suspicious e-mails will
often contain: Links to websites that look
like Amazon.co.uk, but aren't
Amazon.co.uk; Attachments or prompts
to install software on your computer;
Typos or grammatical errors; Forged (or
spoofed) e-mail addresses to make it
look like the e-mail is coming
fromAmazon.co.uk.
Amazon will never ask for personal
information to be supplied by e-mail.
You can read more about identifying
suspicious emails claiming to be from
Amazon by visiting www.amazon.co.uk/
gp/help/customer/display.html?
nodeId=201489210
To report a fraud or cyber crime, call us
on 0300 123 2040.

SINGLETON FETE
Please note Singleton Fete is now
confirmed as on…

Saturday 2nd September
...on the Cricket Field.
All details to be confirmed in due course,
but please make a diary note of this.
Singleton Fete Committee

JOIN THE ST WILFRID’S HOSPICE
DREAM WHEELERS BIKE RIDE
St Wilfrid’s Hospice is planning a free-wheeling fundraising event in Normandy this summer. The Dream Wheelers Ride is a
fun and relaxed bike tour around scenic Normandy over 2 days/3 nights in June. The Hospice is inviting enthusiastic cyclists of
all abilities to join in and raise funds for its DREAMBUILDING project to build a state of the art new Hospice for the
community.
The Dream Wheelers Ride runs from Thursday 15th to Sunday 18th June taking in 101 miles of scenic French countryside, with
overnight stops in Falaise and Ouistreham. Registration costs £400 and includes return ferry travel to Caen (shared cabin on
the outward journey); two nights accommodation; a support team to transport luggage, provide day to day back up and first aid
if required, as well as a goodie bag and cycling shirt. It is hoped that participants will also raise at least £500 in sponsorship.
The event is open to anyone aged 14 or over, and cycling is at your own pace, with evenings spent at your leisure.
St Wilfrid’s Hospice has been providing
specialist end of life care and support
for almost 30 years. Demand for
services has continued to increase and
a new purpose-built hospice costing
around £15.5 million will be built in
Bosham. Almost £12 million of this has
been secured, however, the Hospice is
looking to the local community to help
raise the remaining £4 million to create
the DREAMBUILDING.
To register, please visit
www.dreambuilding.org.uk or call
01243 214146, or email
dbfundraising@stwh.co.uk
St. Wilfrid’s Hospice, Chichester,
www.stwh.co.uk
Exciting new career opportunities at the Museum

The Weald & Downland Living Museum is recruiting for
five new positions as part of its ambitious growth plans
1. Fundraising Development Manager. Full-time 12 month contract,
£22,000-£24,000 per annum.
2. People & Culture Manager, Full-time, £30,000-£35,000 per annum.
3. Finance Assistant, Full-time, £18,000-£20,000 per annum.
4. Chef Manager, Full-time, £24,000-£28,000 per annum.
5. Gateway Engagement Officer, Full-time fixed-term contract (up to
October 2017), up to £22,000 per annum FTE.
The Museum is seeking to recruit people with ability, drive, passion and creativity, to make
a difference to its beautiful site. To apply for the positions, candidates must be eligible to live
and work in the UK. Applicants should send their CV with a covering letter to the Office
Administrator at office@wealddown.co.uk. Applications close at 5pm on Friday 27th
January 2017 with interviews commencing the following week.

PUB - RESTAURANT - B&B
Tuesday: Steak night:
Steak, fries, mushroom &
tomato only £10
Wednesday: Pie and a
pint night~ £10
Thursday: Locals night:
Three course set menu for
just £13

Open Every Day for…
Breakfast 9 – 11.30am
Lunch 12 – 3pm
(Sunday 12 – 4pm)
Dinner 5.30 – 9.30pm

(no dinner service Sunday)
Email
thebar@thedeaninn.co.uk

Tel : 01243 811465 - www.thedeaninn.co.uk
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Fern’s Yoga
Improve your health and
wellbeing with a

YOGA CLASS
Singleton Village Hall
Mondays and Fridays
5.30 to 6.30pm

Monday evenings
£5 per class
Enquiries: 01243 818058

GENTLEMEN’S
LUNCHES 2017
East Dean Village Hall
The celebrated and much sought after
gentlemen’s lunches in the village hall
will be held this year on Friday 16th
June and Friday 8th December,
commencing at 12.30pm for 1pm. The
cost is £22 and any profits will be
donated to the East Dean Village Hall
funds.
These lunches are available to
gentlemen from the parish of East
Dean or the village of Charlton (past
and present) and their guests. If you
are not already on the mailing list and
would like to be included please let me
know and you will receive the
reservations slips.
Let me have your reservations together
with your £22 in good time to avoid
disappointment! Guests are welcome if
we are not over-subscribed. Advise me
of their name please, and include their
£22 with your reservation slip.
Bring your own bottle(s)!

Max Davies
The Old Vicarage, East Dean
Chichester PO18 0JG
01243 811377 - 01243 811488 (Fax)
rmaxdavies@aol.com

DISTRIBUTION
Help! Please do come forward if
you can help us just a little bit with
distribution of The Valley Diary in
Charlton. It won’t take long. And
it’s only once a month. And you’ve
been saying that you need some
exercise!
If you can help, please contact
John Elliott on 811786

CHICHESTER
CONSERVATION
VOLUNTEERS Tasks for
FEBRUARY
LAVINGTON: Sunday 5th:
Conservation – Heathland
Management with Richard Wilson of
the Chichester Conservation
Volunteers on Lavington Common.
Meet in car park at 10am: 01243
528056
GRAFFHAM: Sunday 19th:
Conservation – Heathland
Management with Ian Godfrey of the
Chichester Conservation Volunteers on
Graffham Common. Meet at Graffham
Common at 10am: 01243 782501 or
07746 749047

RSPB Events for FEBRUARY
THORNEY ISLAND: Sunday 5th:
Morning Bird Walk on Thornham Lane
and Great Deeps with John Kelsall of
the RSPB Chichester Local Group.
Meet start of Thornham Lane, Map
Ref: SZ756049 at 10am
NORTH MUNDHAM: Wednesday
15th: Morning Bird Walk around
Chichester Gravel Pits with Tony
Nevard of the RSPB Chichester Local
Group. Meet in School Lane, Map Ref:
SU679044 at 10am
CHICHESTER: Thursday 23rd:
Illustrated Talk by Graham Giddens on
“Bird Watching in the Dark” to the
RSPB Chichester Local Group at The
Pallant Suite, Masonic Hall, South
Pallant, Chichester at 7.30pm:
Members £2.50/visitors £3.50:
wheelchair access

SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST
Events for FEBRUARY
CHICHESTER: Tuesday 28th:
Illustrated Talk by Judi Darley,
Communities Officer, on ‘Chichester
Harbour’ to the Sussex Wildlife Trust,
Friends Meeting House, Priory Road,
Chichester at 7.30pm: Entrance £2:
wheelchair access

Maria Wildman

01243 262833
wildthings2@waitrose.com

SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS
## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##
FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 1QD

Tel: 01243 531298

www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Do you have LPG?
Qualified in all your LPG domestic cooker &
boiler installation, servicing needs

Plus LPG swimming pool boilers
Please see main advert for other services
T/A Bletchley Spas & Pools,
Brightside, Singleton, West
Sussex, PO18 0EX

01243 811960
07941 039378

M N ELECTRICAL
Electrical Installation and
Design
Inspection and Testing
From a new socket to a
complete rewire
NICEIC Approved Contractor

Call 01243 573790
Clive 07932 623763

Times of our Lives
JIGSAWS & POSTERS
1950s * 1960s * 1970s * 1980s &
20th Century
IDEAL BIRTHDAY GIFTS
PIECE TOGETHER THE PAST
www.timesofourlivesart.co.uk

Freelance P.A. Services
I welcome today’s decision by the Police & Crime Panel to accept a £5
increase in the policing part of the council tax for next year. In an
extensive, eight-week consultation, nearly 80% of residents who responded told
me they supported my proposals. The extra funds raised will help provide more
than 100 additional Sussex Police officers and specialist staff to strengthen four
areas of local policing: Community Priority Crime Teams, Specialist Firearms
Officers, Public Protection Investigators and Expert Youth Teams.
I was delighted to hear that Chief Superintendent Nev Kemp, the former head of
policing in Brighton & Hove, has been named as Stonewall's Senior Champion in
their 2017 Workplace Equality Index. Nev's hard work has really helped Sussex
Police engage with the LGBT community across the county. In particular he has
been in charge of the policing of one of the biggest LGBT celebrations in the UK
and ensured that the police helped to deliver an exciting, fun and safe Pride in
Brighton every year.
For the sixth time in eight years Sussex Police has also been named in the top 100
of LGBT friendly employers and the Sussex Police LGBT Network has also been
recognised. I congratulate the Force for initiatives, led by Nev, which include
introducing gender-neutral facilities in main Sussex police stations.
It has been distressing to hear of the recent killing of sheep by dogs in
Sussex and I’m particularly concerned when this happens to farmers
because it also affects their livelihood. Ju st last w eek I m et w ith local
Sussex farmers and a representative of the National Farmers Union and I made it
clear to them that I take this issue very seriously.
The vast majority of dog owners are responsible and provide much needed
information as the ‘eyes and ears’ of our communities, but I would urge people to
keep their dogs on a lead while they are walking in rural areas and around
livestock. If you have any information on sheep worrying or threats to livestock,
contact 101 and, if a crime is currently taking place, always dial 999.
I welcomed the life sentence handed down to Jamshid Piruz last
Friday for attacking two Sussex Police officers with a hammer. Police
officers go out every day knowing they could be placing themselves in danger and
even more so when faced with heightened situations.
As a society we should be doing everything we can to ensure officers are protected
while they're doing their jobs. Last year I have provided funding for more than
1,000 body worn video cameras to frontline officers. Research shows that these
cameras can de-escalate behaviour and often take that aggression out of a
situation.
Finally, a reminder that I am inviting applications for my Community
Safety/Safer in Sussex fund, w hich su ppo r ts local com m u n ity gr ou ps
that actively help reduce or prevent crime in Sussex. Since the fund was launched,
I have allocated over £1m to more than 200 local crime reduction and community
safety initiatives. Katy Bourne, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner
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PA-4U provides Secretarial & PA
Support for you at work or at home
Flexible * Personal * Bespoke
Reliable * Friendly * Affordable
Tel: 07711 626196
Email: jan@pa-4u.co.uk
www.pa-4u.co.uk

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey
BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK

The
Earl of
March
01243 533993
CHAMPAGNE & SEAFOOD SHACK
OPENING SOON!!
MOULES,FRITES & MUSCADET
EVERY TUESDAY £12.50!!

SET MENU

2 COURSE £18.50 3 COURSE £21.50
Lunch 12-2.30pm & Dinner 5.30-7pm

www.theearlofmarch.com

UNWANTED KENWOOD FILTER COFFEE MACHINE
CMO20 SERIES. Good working order. Contribution to
Church funds secures. 01243 811451.
FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mo u n tfo r d is the W ar den
in East Dean. Like to report a blocked path or broken style?
Please give her a call on 811358
HOME FOOT CARE Fo o t, leg w ashin g an d nail
clipping service in your own home. Includes moisturising
massage. Nail painting if required. Qualified and insured.
01243 811442 evenings
DOG WALKER/HOUSE SITTER AVAILABLE
Reliable/friendly/trustworthy. References available. Call Kate
on 07980 604062 www.KatesK9companions.com
CHIROPODIST and PODIATRIST Highly
recommended. Conveniently in Midhurst. JOHN DOBLE Bsc
Hons BA Hons MChS Tel. 01730 812312
JANE CHITTY - NEW ART CLASSES Star tin g 22
September 10-12 noon for 10 weeks at Wellington
Grange, Roussillon Park, Broyle Road, Chichester. All
welcome! Please contact jane.chitty1@gmail.com or ring on
01243 776767
FRENCH PROPERTY LINKS View o ver 13,000
properties for sale in all regions FrenchPropertyLinks.com
FOR BUYING AND SELLING PROPERTY IN FRANCE,
01243 539119, dfs@frenchpropertylinks.com
A VACANCY exists at The Co u n tess o f Der by ’s
Almshouses, Boxgrove Almshouses provide accommodation
at reasonable cost for anyone in need. Please contact Mrs
Jean Collyer 01243 773661 for details.
DOG GROOMING at SMART DOGS B athed an d
professionally groomed, Lesley 01243 811805, East Dean
CLEANINGSERVICES/PET SITTING/HOUSE
SITTING REQUIRED? Reliable, professional service
offered with references available throughout the Valley.
Contact Sarah: karnsarah@yahoo.co.uk with your
requirements or 07919 287000
ACER GARDENING SERVICES All w o r k u n der taken:
General garden maintenance, mowing, hedge trimming,
turfing, fencing, chainsawing. NO JOB TOO SMALL. For a
FREE QUOTATION please call Oliver Hardman 07794
440250/01243 784251
IRISH LADY m atu r e, r eliable, ho n est, seeks gar den
annexe/flat in Midhurst/Easebourne/Chichester areas.
MAX £600pcm. Semi furnished/unfurnished, email
sybilla3129@hotmail.com, Tel 07597 584917
LOCAL HANDYMAN/GARDENER Exper ien ced.
Reasonable rates. Please ring Victor on 077879 13394
LOCAL CARER (NVQ)/HOME HELP. Clean er /
cook. Please ring Anna on 077879 13394
GOOD HOMEMADE FOOD STRAIGHT TO YOUR
DOOR Do yo u n eed an y coo kin g o r bakin g do ne?
Kitchen supper parties, formal dinners, occasional baking or
food for the freezer. Happy to chat through your
requirements. Please call 01243 - 811638 or 07944355247
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The Diary
February

Mon 13th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Gardens Visitors’ Centre:
10.30am
Thu 16th Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, Singleton Village Hall, 7pm. Open
Meeting. Guest Speaker David Loy,
Garden Design – Designing for Real
Gardens
Mon 20th - Fri 24th W in ter HalfTerm Family Activities: Weald &
Downland Museum: 11am
Wed 22nd Sin gleto n Lu n ch Clu b
Mon 27th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Stores: 10.30am

March

Mon 13th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Gardens Visitors’ Centre:
10.30am
Thu 16th Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, Singleton Village Hall, 7pm –
Guest Speaker Sue O’Donoghue,
British Fashion Through Three
Decades 1940-1970
Sat 18th & Sun 19th Mem ber s’
Meeting: Goodwood Motor Circuit
Wed 22nd Sin gleto n Lu n ch Clu b
Sun 26th Mo therin g Su nday:
Weald and Downland Museum
Mon 27th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Stores: 10.30am

April

Mon 10th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Gardens Visitors’ Centre:
10.30am
Sat 15th - Mon 17th Easter
celebrations: Weald and Downland
Museum
Thu 20th Sin gleto n & East Dean
WI, East Dean Village Hall, 7pm –
Guest Speaker Barbara Childs
Hopkins, Graphology – Be prepared to
be surprised and amazed
Mon 24th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Stores: 10.30am
Mon 24th Valley Gardening Clu b
Bacon Bap Morning: East Dean Village
Hall: 10.30am
Wed 26th Sin gleto n Lu n ch Clu b
Sat 29th - Mon 1st (May) Fo o d
and Folk: Weald and Downland
Museum

May

Sat 29th (April) - Mon 1st Fo o d
and Folk: Weald and Downland
Museum
Sat 6th Go odw oo d Open ing
Saturday
Mon 8th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Gardens Visitors’ Centre:
10.30am
Thu 18th Sin gleto n & East Dean

WI, Singleton Village Hall, 7pm.
Resolution Meeting
Mon 22nd W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Stores: 10.30am
Wed 24th Sin gleton Lu n ch Clu b
Thu 25th - Sat 27th A Festival of
Food & Horseracing
Mon 29th - Fri 4th (June) Halfterm activities: Weald and Downland
Museum

June

Mon 29th (May) - Fri 4th Halfterm activities: Weald and Downland
Museum
Fri 2nd Fr iday Night
Horseracing: Goodwood
Sat 3rd & Sun 4th Meet Y ou r
Ancestors: Weald and Downland
Museum
Mon 5th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Gardens Visitors’ Centre:
10.30am
Fri 9th Fr iday Night Hor ser acin g:
Goodwood
Sat 10th East Dean Village Fete
Sun 11th Fam ily Race Day:
Goodwood
Thu 15th Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, Singleton Village Hall, 7pm. Open
Meeting. Air Ambulance
Fri 16th Gen tlem en ’s Lunch:
Singleton Village Hall: 12.30pm:
811377
Fri 16th Fr iday Night
Horseracing: Goodwood
Sat17th Valley Gar den in g Clu b:
Garden Competition Judging
Sat 17th & Sun 18th W ood Show :
Weald and Downland Museum
Mon 19th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Stores: 10.30am
Thu 22nd - Sun 25th Festival of
Speed: Goodwood Motor Circuit
Wed 28th Sin gleton Lu n ch Clu b
July
Mon 3rd W est Dean Tea & Chat:
West Dean Gardens Visitors’ Centre:
10.30am

HANDY URLs
For this, and every Printed Edition
of The Valley Diary…
tinyurl.com/tvdcopies
The Valley’s Diary…
tinyurl.com/valleydiary
Deadlines for Copy…
tinyurl.com/tvdcopydates
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Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going
on, in and around the villages of the Lavant
Valley in the coming months. Do please let us
know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it
next time for the benefit of all
Lots more in the Diary online

tinyurl.com/valleydiary
Head on over for as many of the
dates as we can scoop up. Please
email any events that you can think
of to editor@valleydiary.org
Deadline for the

March 2017 Edition
All information for inclusion to
arrive by 12noon please on

Friday 17th
February 2017
editor@valleydiary.org
Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything
you have to share with your
community should arrive as soon as
possible please. Please don’t
routinely wait ‘til the 11th hour!

LOCAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

CARE SUPPORT
WORKERS
Full Time & Bank

www.dignitygroup.net
Dignity in Singleton provides care and
support for adults with learning
disabilities and needs local people with
local knowledge to get alongside people
living here to access local opportunities.
Experience in care is clearly preferable,
but we do have a training programme for
staff, so not having a background in care
is no barrier.
We have early shifts, late shifts, waking
nights - we’d love to talk with you.
Please give Joy a call for an
informal chat
811482 (Option 6)

FOX CLAY SHOOTS

QUALITY SEASONED LOGS

18th February, 25th March, 22nd April &
27th May - DATE TO CHANGE

FOR YOUR WOOD-BURNING STOVE OR OPEN FIRE




CUT AND SPLIT TO YOUR EXACT
REQUIREMENTS

Bacon rolls, tea/coffee@ The FGF
Head off to Northchapel, Petworth
Back to the FGF, choose a drink on your return,
followed by dinner – main course & dessert
All of the above included plus gun & cartridges
(Dates non transferable & 50% cancellation fee to apply up to
& including 2 weeks prior)



FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 15 MILES

FEELING PECKISH

FROM LOCAL SUSTAINABLE WOODLAND



Here’s a little reminder that we are offering a limited
menu – sharing platters, sandwiches & salads available
Monday to Friday 2.30pm until 5pm

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE

EMAIL – info@mjoforestry.com

01243 811461

PHONE – 07801 737415 / 01243 811806

www.thefoxgoesfree.com
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NEWS FROM
WEST DEAN
SCHOOL

BRIDGE THE SOCIAL GAP
The (very) informal Bridge Group continues to meet at 2pm each Tuesday
in The Partridge Inn. Numbers vary, as does the quality of play, but if you
want to play occasionally let us add your name to the list.
Please ring Di on 07759 565703 or David on 01243 811451

24

Children and teachers alike enjoyed
a great break over Christmas and
have come back into school with
great energy and enthusiasm.
This month the children were
thrilled to participate in The Festival
of Singing which took place at
Chichester Festival Theatre.
Presented by the Chichester Locality
of Schools, a selection of
contemporary, upbeat songs was
performed by a choir made up of
schools in the area. We all rehearsed
individually and then came together
for an evening of high quality choral
performance.
A mum said “it was a brilliant night.
There was a song called Refuge,
written by the band leader Emily
Barden, about child refugees, which
reduced all the parents to tears… it
was amazing”
Next month we will fill readers in on
all of the exciting plans we have for
all of our children, which will take
us up to Easter.

