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Find out what’s going on in the Villages of the Lavant Valley

Cinderella, Captain Underpants, Harry Potter and even Scooby doo
were spotted at Singleton C.E. School on World Book Day, Thursday
1st March. They were joined by a whole host of favourites from fairy
tales and children’s literature as children dressed as their favourite
book character.
Pupils and teachers dressed up to mark the annual event which
promotes a love of reading. Youngsters at the school held a special
assembly to show off their outfits and talk about their favourite
books. At the end of the day all the children were given a £1 voucher
to use for special World Book Day books or to use towards any other
book
Headteacher Christopher Todd said: “It was a great day and it was
lovely to see the enthusiasm and enjoyment our children have for
reading.”
“The event comes during the school’s ‘Year of Reading’, an initiative
to encourage every child in the school to read regularly and often.
There have been a number of events as part of this special year – a
weekly reading reward raffle, reading assemblies, after school
phonics session for parents
If the job’s worth doing…
to develop an
See a local solicitor with experience
understanding of how
reading is taught – and there are lots more planned for the rest of the year.” “The
JOHNSON & CLARENCE whole school community has taken part in the year with enthusiasm and the pupils
Since 1830
are enjoying developing their love of reading.” Picture: Captain Nancy, Harry Potter,
Captain Underpants, Violet Beauregarde, Peter Pan, Hiccup and Cinderella at
Conveyancing
Singleton C.E. School World Book Day.

Wills, Probate
Divorce
Landlord & Tenant
Civil Litigation
For Reliable & Traditional Service

MIDHURST: 01730 812244
Market Place, Midhurst, West Sussex, GU29 9NW

Seasons Landscapes and
Log Merchants

23 April 2012
“A million reasons to
read a book”
Once again, we will be
giving away books –
we have an eclectic selection this year
Look out for the fliers with details of
venues and times. Geraldine & Vicky.

DES HASKINS
PRIVATE HIRE
TRAVEL IN STYLE

Fully Seasoned Logs
Cut And Split To Your Requirement
Locally Sourced and Sustained
Delivery To Most Areas Of West Sussex
and Surrey

Simon Houlding
All Aspects Of Garden Maintenance Undertaken:
Mowing, Hedge Trimming, Tree Care, Fencing,
Log Splitter And Operator For Hire.

01243 811688
07961 681433

01243 789578
Local and reliable
AIRPORTS, DOCKS etc
WEDDINGS
Pre – Bookings only

Tim Salmon
As some will know, I’ve been editing
The Valley Diary and organising the
advertising and accounts for the best
part of the last decade. Following my
appeals during 2011 for volunteers to
help keep The Valley Diary going (so
that I can take a step back), it is my
pleasure to announce that David
Mather and Paul Service have come
forward. They’re going to help me out
during the remainder of 2012 with a
view to taking over the roles of Editor
(Paul) and Accounts/Advertising
(David) leaving me to focus on the
website/on-line presence once more and hopefully returning it to it’s former
glory! The arrangements for
distribution (as far as we know at this
stage) will remain as they are with
Chris Kelly at the helm, but if there are
changes to that we’ll let you know as we
go along.
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Seasoned Firewood

Herniman
Interiors

Cut and split to
your requirements

Quality Hand Made
Curtains/Soft Furnishings, Bespoke Blinds:
Roller, Venetian Roman, Vertical

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER

01243 811746
07976 740748

Caytons Limited
Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired Heating
Engineer

FREE HOME
CONSULTATION

Denise Herniman
07976 777271 or 01243 811634

www.herniman.co.uk
2 Sycamore Cottages, Church Lane, West Dean

Tel: 01798 344213
Mobile: 07779 11 33 43
E-mail: caytons.ltd@virgin.net

A small cattery offering
your cat attentive care
in a peaceful rural
environment.
Built to the latest
Environmental Health
standards, licensed and
annually inspected by
Chichester District Council.
If you would like further information or to
view the cattery please contact us:

T: 01243 385448 - M: 07510 645893
Brooks Farm Cottage, Brooks Lane,
Bosham, Chichester, PO18 8JX

baytreecattery@btinternet.com
www.baytreecatterybosham.co.uk

M N ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LTD
⇒

DOMESTIC
INSTALLATIONS

⇒ PERIODIC TESTING
⇒ MAINTENANCE
Local Friendly Firm - No Job Too Small
N.I.C.E.I.C. Domestic Installer

Tel:
Clive

07932 623763
01243 573790

The Valley Diary
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of entries and
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based on the
latest info at time of printing. This may change. Every
effort will be made to circulate correct info as soon as
possible in subsequent editions. This edition will not be
reprinted and re-circulated if any info changes during the
period of its validity. In no circumstances can TVD accept
any liability for loss or damage which may arise or result
from any error in, or omission of, any entry or advert
whether relating to wording, space, position, artwork or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any business or
individual within its pages and is unable to vouch for
advertising claims, professional qualifications, trade
certifications, memberships of trade associations or
content of web sites whose addresses may be shown in
individual entries or adverts published anywhere with its
pages. TVD advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the
type of goods or services offered or qualifications held by
the businesses or individuals appearing its pages. In short,
we’re very grateful to advertisers for providing the funds to
keep The Valley Diary going but can’t be held liable in any
way by readers if advertisers don’t live up to their claims
and we won’t get involved in any dispute between
advertisers in TVD and their customers. Clinical, ain’t it?

Got a few
hours to
spare?
Want to do
something useful
and rewarding?
Got an evening or day spare each
week? Want to earn a bit more?
People with learning difficulties who are
members of this community need others
to help them access their community.
They find it difficult sometimes and you
could help. Because you know this
community!
Find out how - give Clive a ring...

01243 811482
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Rooms to Rent in Pretty
Cottage in Singleton
Shared Kitchen, Bathroom and
Living Room, Wi-fi
Beautiful Garden with Downland
Views
Larger Room £85 per week inclusive
of bills, available now
Smaller Room £75 per week,
available mid-November

Contact Kate
07897 218200

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Do you have LPG?
Qualified in all your LPG domestic cooker
& boiler installation, servicing needs

Plus LPG swimming pool boilers
Please see main advert for other services
T/A Bletchley Spas &
Pools, Brightside,
Singleton, West Sussex,
PO18 0EX

01243 811960
07941 039378

Singleton and Charlton Diamond
Jubilee Celebration
As you will have noticed, the river Lavant is not looking hopeful for a river pageant!
We will still invite adults and children to make a model ‘Diamond Jubilee’ barge to
bring to the party. Let your imagination run wild, bring your model with you and
you may win a prize.
We will start at 4pm; the bouncy castle will be operational from 4-6 and is for
children and adults! The people we are hiring it from will be supervising
throughout.
There will be children’s games, a tug of war and from early evening until 10pm, a
disco with sounds of today, the 80’s, 70’s, 60’s and 50’s.
Bring your chairs, maybe a table and most importantly your picnic and drinks. The
village hall will provide some tables and chairs along with free tea and coffee.
There will be barbeques available in a fenced off area. If you wish to bring
something to cook, you will have to do this yourself.
We will have a children’s tea and would be grateful for any suitable food for this.
Each child in Singleton and Charlton will receive a Diamond Jubilee memento
If you would like to help in any way or have suggestions for other activities please
contact any of those mentioned below. Most importantly is that you come and have
fun and make this an event to remember.
We would like to point out to parents that they must be responsible at all times for
their children.
Sarah Casdagli 811726 - Penny Spence 811453
Andy Wilson 811458 - Penny Buchan 811544

FETED DATES!
Dates for the famed East Dean and Singleton Fêtes have been arranged – with a
certain difficulty in working around everything else that’s happening this year!
But since these days are bound to more fun than anything happening in London,
put the dates in your diary now.
East Dean Fête: Saturday 9th June, the Old Vicarage (courtesy of Max &
Eden Davies), Contact: Lesley Pollard 811805
Singleton Village Fête: Saturday 7th July, Sheepwash Meadow (courtesy
of Singleton Cricket Club), Contact: Judith Rumke 818037
The two committees are always grateful for further help and willing hands. Watch
for further details.

West Dean Health Survey
Hello residents of West Dean and surrounding villages. I’m conducting a survey of
local people who have been affected by cancer. I know this is a very sensitive subject
and will be very emotional to discuss but I also have very personal reasons to do this
research with 3 members of my family all being diagnosed with leukaemia and all
living in West Dean. If you or your family perhaps know anyone whilst living in or
around West Dean who has been affected by cancer I’d love to hear from you. All
emails will be treated in strictest confidence, thank you: keith.hood@btinternet.com

USEFUL
CONTACT
NUMBERS
374278 - East Dean Football Club
527264 - Lavant Road Surgery
527881 - Mole Catcher
535223 - Chilgrove Yoga
535273 - Small Household Tasks
535328 - Local Teacher
558822 - Mowercare
572245 - Lucy Younger’s Yoga
641642 - Unique Upholstery
782343 - St Richard’s Church
786003 - Roger Gunn Garden Machinery
789456 - Maryanne School of Dancing
789578 - D H Private Hire
814817 - Beauty Therapist
821646 - Picture Framing
811020 - W&D Museum Shop
811023 - Singleton Post Office
811213 - Richard Woods (Rector)
811217 - Rubbish Clearance/Gardening
811233 - West Dean Stores
811247 - West Dean School
811251 - The Partridge Inn
811270 - Catholic Church
811280 - Singleton Church Warden
811318 - The Star & Garter
811354 - Wests of East Dean
811358 - Free Manure!
811358 - ED&S Horticultural Society
811363 - Weald & Downland Museum
811365 - Singleton Village Hall
811423 - West Dean Pre-School Nursery
811441 - P D McCann
811461 - The Fox Goes Free
811482 - Dignity Group Care Homes
811518 - Paths & Drives
811527 - Farm Watch: Colin Porter
811556 - East Dean Church Warden
811581 - Ladies Hairdresser & Waxing
811634 - Herniman Interiors
811634 - Exercise to Music
811641 - West Dean Church Warden
811641 - Firewood Supplies
811665 - East Dean Service Station
811666 - Woodstock House Hotel
811679 - Singleton School
811685 - East Dean Chapel
811685 - Paths & Drives
811719 - Royal British Legion
811750 - East Dean Service Station
811756 - Cammack Hairdressing
811786 - John & Jan Elliott
811823 - D & E Keates
811833—Chris & Elaine Kelly
811900 - Furniture Restoration
811954 - East Dean Village Hall
811960 - Francis Ward
811968 - The Valley Diary
811976 - Haredown Mountainboarding
07792 857973 - Henry Potter - CDC Memb.
07768 808782 - West Dean Forest Hogs

Want your number added? Email it
over or phone it through to Tim 811968

tim@valleydiary.org
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West Dean
Pre-School Nursery
Ages 2½ - 5
Monday to Friday
9.05am - 1pm
(Within the grounds of West Dean
Primary School)
in-

For more
formation phone

Paula

RUBBISH CLEARANCE
Garden Shed and Household
Clearance

ALL TYPES OF
GARDENING WORK
Strimming, Hedge Cutting, Lawn
Mowing, Shrub Pruning, New Borders Created, etc… etc...

GARY

on

01243
811423

01243 811217
Mobile: 07977 346380

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey
Do You Need A Gardener?

BLOCK PAVING

Garden Wonders’ gardeners really know
plants and correct pruning times and are
selected and vetted by a qualified
horticulturalist to provide regular (weekly
or fortnightly) garden maintenance

landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518

Call 023 9257 0833

PRIDE IN WORK

www.thebestgardeners.co.uk

ROGER GUNN

MILESTONE
GARAGE

Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist

COCKING

25yrs+ Exp. - Fast reliable Service

SERVICING - REPAIRS

Competitive rates - On site advice
New machines with discount
Part Exchange - Collection
Delivery

Located at Binderton

MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES

www.rogergunn.co.uk

Courtesy Car Available

01243 786003
or

01730 813148

07979 752242

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
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SINGLETON WEATHER WATCH
February seemed to be a month with everything thrown in; we had a
temperature range of 27° and snow; winter & spring seemed to arrive
within the same month. It was however one of the driest Februarys since 1998, with
only around a third of the average rainfall falling. The extreme cold weather that
spread across Europe for many days extended into south east England making it
much colder than the far north at times.
The lowest temperature was -9.6° on the 11th February, there were 14 days when
temperatures fell below freezing.
The highest temperature was 17.4° on the 23rd February, there were 12 days where
temperature exceeded 10°.
21.8mm of rain (& snow) fell, with 10mm falling on the 5th and a total of 10 days
with some precipitation. Snow fell on the 4th/5th and 10th February, lying for a few
days without causing disruption.
The highest wind speed was 23mph on the 18th and there were 18 days when wind
speed exceeded 10mph.
For comparison, our Chichester weather station recorded a max temp of 20°, a min
temp of -6.2, 25.8mm rain and max wind of 16mph.
Tim Howell

The Valley
Gardening
Club
East Dean and Singleton
Horticultural Society
We are planning a Bacon butty and
coffee morning at East Dean Village
Hall on Monday 2nd April, 10.30am
onwards to have a social morning and
raise a few funds!
Please bring unwanted copies of
gardening magazines, gardening books,
surplus cuttings and seeds (in date!)
and maybe pick up a few tips. Hope to
see lots of members there, bring your
friends. New members welcome. Penny
Buchan.

Lenten Evening
Prayer in Singleton
Church
Ecumenical Evening Prayer will
be held in Singleton Parish Church
on each Tuesday during Lent
(28th February to 3rd April) at
6pm.
Lasts only 20 minutes! Everyone
welcome.
Further information from Ged
Lavery 811270

100 CLUB Winners

CHRIS BALDWIN
GARDEN
SERVICES
Garden Maintenance
Veg Gardening
Fruit Tree Pruning - Winter Wash etc
Lawn Mowing - Hedge Trimming
Long Grass Cutting - Scrub Clearing
Greenhouse Wash & Spring Clean

Pest Control
Rats, Mice, Wasps, Rabbits etc

Telephone numbers

Home: 01243 535222
Mobile: 07787 540622

Lesley Calloway

1st... S Hellings
2nd... P Barc
3rd… E McGovern

CHICHESTER
CONSERVATION
VOLUNTEERS TASKS
for APRIL 2012
HEYSHOTT: Sunday 1st:
Conservation – Chalk Downland
Management at Heyshott Down:
Alan Walker: Chichester
Conservation Volunteers: 10am:
01243 825091

Sussex Wildlife Trust
Events for APRIL 2012
WEST DEAN: Tuesday 24th:
Afternoon walk to celebrate
Springtime in West Dean Woods
with the Sussex Wildlife Trust.
A gentle stroll to see early wild
flowers and experience a
working woodland: 01243
262833
Maria Wildman
01243 262833
wildthings2@waitrose.com
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EDITORIAL
MATERIAL
WANTED PLEASE
We’re keen for you to become more
involved in The Valley Diary and would
like to ask you to think about what
news, views and insights you could
share with us and our local community.
We’re looking for about a couple of
hundred words on a topic that means
something to you that you would like to
share with others.
Perhaps you are a keen gardener and
have some tips of what we should be
doing in our gardens, or you’ve recently
joined a club that you think others
would enjoy.
Tell us about a holiday to remember.
You may be about to embark on a crazy
charity event and are looking for
support / sponsorship – Whatever it is,
it if interests you there is a good chance
it interests others to so please start
sharing!

tim@valleydiary.org

7.30pm
Saturday 21st April
at East Dean Village Hall
Did you miss the Oscars? Did the
Academy’s invitation get lost in the
post again? Well weep no more, for all
the glitz and glamour of Tinseltown’s
biggest night is coming to East Dean
Village Hall on April 21st.
It will be an evening of vertiginous
heels and plunging necklines, and
hopefully some of the women will dress
like that too.
There will be a full three course dinner
with a film based quiz and Oscars for
the winners.
There will also be prizes for the best
film character fancy dress, so if you’ve
always wanted to stand over a grating
whilst hot air lifts your skirt, or grip a
trusty briar in your mouth whist you
contemplate reaching for the sky – now
is your chance to shine!
Scarlett Johanssen, Kate Winslet,
George Clooney and Daniel Craig may
well be there! The red carpet will be
rolled out, if I can get it off the stairs
without damaging the gripper rods.
Tickets for this glittering occasion are a
snip at £14 (£7 for under 14s) and are
available from the usual suspects, Tim
Weeks (811992) and Jeremy Williams
(811922). Please bring your own wine.

Art classes locally for all
abilities, ring Helen Hiles on
01243 920054 to discuss or
helenhiles@yahoo.co.uk

Traditional Swiss
Chalet for Rent
Part of the Verbier Ski System.
Stunning location, fabulous
views.
183 sqm, sleeps 8, 4 double
bedrooms with ensuite
bathrooms

www.ownersdirect.co.uk
Ref: SZ193
for more details & photos

Airport Car
Service
Large Comfortable Saloon
Cars
Gatwick £50.00 - Heathrow
£58.00

EXEC-CARS
01243 372862
GENTLE YOGA
CLASSES
Singleton Village Hall
Mondays
2.30-3.45pm
(termtimes)

Gardener
Experienced gardener looking
for interesting gardens to
maintain and cultivate.
Weeding a speciality!
Winter Clear Ups too!
Vicky
01243 818046
07785 740625
East Dean

A & H AUTO REPAIRS LTD
UNITS 1-2 MID LAVANT
CHICHESTER
01243 532630
www.ah-auto-repairs.co.uk
ahautorepairs@aol.com
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
(small family run business)
NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS
8.30-12.30
NEW PROMOTIONS

MOT`S £45 (FREE RE-TEST WITHIN 10
WORKING DAYS)
MOT & FULL SERVICE £95 +
PARTS+VAT
SAVING £30
All make and models are welcome.
All repairs undertaken

CLEANER
AVAILABLE
Tired off coming home to
housework and ironing?
I am here to help - reliable,
trustworthy and reasonable
hourly rate. References available
on request

Please contact Emma

01243 528167
07837 835285

Classes also in
Chichester
LUCY 01243 572245

Garden
Lessons
Learn in your own garden - Half
Day, One Day, Whatever!
Pruning - Plant identification Propagating Weed Control Problems

rosecottagesingleton@yahoo.co.uk
www.1rosecottage.com

Qualified & Experienced
Gardener

01243 811442
(evenings)

HOME FOOT CARE
Foot, leg washing and
nail clipping service
In your own home
Includes moisturising
massage
Nail painting if required.
Qualified and insured
01243 811442
evenings

Picture Framing

01243 821646

SINGLETON, EAST DEAN AND
WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCILS
Minutes of all the meetings are
available online at
www.valleydiary.org Follow the links
to Contents and Parish News. Do go
and see what’s being talked about in
your community.

Bespoke Leatherwork

Brenda Linnett

All types of bespoke framing
Quality Workmanship - Friendly Advice
Creative Ideas - Collection & Delivery
Roger Mason

Emma O'Driscoll

Commissions and
Restorations
Tel: 01243 811759
Mobile: 07833 968873
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Couture Dressmaker
Remodelling & Alterations

Pagham
01243 266379

Interactive East Dean Tithe
Map Comes Alive!
Over the past two years the Chichester Record Office under the leadership of Gillian
Edom has been building East Dean’s archive material onto a 1847 map of the
village. This is delivered on an interactive DVD with icons positioned on points in
the village where information is provided. This could be anything from extracts
from our archive books, short video clips, external links and additional material that
the Records Office has provided.
East Dean is just one of twenty five West Sussex villages that has been taking part in
the project. We were lucky enough to be included because of all our up to date
archive work back in 2008 and subsequent additional video interviews.
As the project nears completion, a big thank you to all at the Records Office who
have been involved in delivering a great asset for East Dean.
Those interested in seeing this interactive DVD will get an opportunity during 2012,
either around the time of the Jubilee activities or in the early autumn.
For more information in the mean time, talk to Kate Shaw, Karen Barrett, Janet
Holt or Martin Gibbard (811397).

ANTIQUES
ROADSHOW
Antiques Roadshow recorded at
Singleton in 2011 is now to receive it’s
repeat screening on the BBC Sunday
6th May 2012.

Moer Feglavigurtiy
Skenipag
Kraen Brertat
Aoccdrnig to rscheearch at an
Elingsh uinervtisy, it deosn't
mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in a
wrod are, the olny iprmoatnt tihng
is taht the frist and lsat ltteer is in
the rghit pclae. The rset can be a
toatl mses and you can sitll raed it
wouthit porbelm. Tihs is bcuseae
we do not raed ervey lteter by itslef
but the wrod as a wlohe.

GENUINE
BOGUS
This is to let you know that there was a
“genuine” bogus caller in Charlton on 6th
March. At about 6.15pm he called at a
house and said that he was calling to
read the electricity meter. The lady had
emailed her meter reading to her
company two days beforehand, and told
him that. He then said he needed to
check her gas meter reading. He had
some sort of ID which looked acceptable
in the dim light, but as she does not have
gas she said she was not going to let him
in and closed the door. She informed her
electricity company and the police (on
101). The police called on her the next
day and took details of the individual and
their enquiries “are proceeding”.
So, be on your guard, and don’t hesitate
to contact the police if you suspect
anything or anyone.

MUSEUM’S
SHROVE
TUESDAY
On Shrove Tuesday the Weald &
Downland Open Air Museum
welcomed all the children from
Singleton and West Dean Schools –
158 in total aged from four to eleven –
for an assembly based on the reasons
behind Pancake day as the preparation
for Ash Wednesday. The whole of
Singleton School walked to the
Museum and the older children from
West Dean School walked through
West Dean estate. All the children sat
cross-legged on the floor of our
Building Crafts Gallery (thankfully it
has under-floor heating) surrounded
by teachers and a sprinkling of
governors to explore the meaning of
Shrove Tuesday led by headteachers
Chris Todd and Gill Moss and the
Father Richard Wood. Then everyone
sang the Pancake Song before going
outside to get into relay teams for the
main event!
Some of the Year Six picked teams
making sure that each team had a
selection of members from each school
and all year groups, quite a logistical
challenge. There was much running,
much tossing of pancakes and much
cheering on of teams. All the children
then sat on picnic benches to enjoy
eating a pancake made by the West
Dean parents. The weather was kind
and a good afternoon was had by all!
We look forward to hosting their next
joint event.
Diana Rowsell
Head Of Learning

Volunteer Car
Service
Singleton & Charlton
Transport
The following people will
take Residents to Lavant
Road Surgery and
provide lifts elsewhere in
case of Emergency…
Bridgid Dunn:
811283
Michael Weld:
811420
Maurice Pollock:
811260
Michael Macdonald:
811610
Peter Perks: 01243
818044
7

SEMI RETIRED

HARD LANDSCAPING
SPECIALISTS
We are a professional team with a
successful track record of over 25
years in the landscaping business.
Please feel free to contact us for an
informal discussion about your project,
large or small.
Jonathan Seddon
11 Elmleigh • Midhurst • West Sussex •
GU29 9HA
TEL 01730 813910 & MOB 07973 343857

www.wpaving.co.uk

BRICKLAYER/BUILDER
AVAILABLE

For small/medium
building work
All trades included
For free estimates or advice
call Ken

01243 811994
or mobile
07825 837756

Hairdressing
Julie & Trevor
Ex-Michaeljohn, London

STUDIO
28 Charlton - Tel 01243 811756

East Dean
Service Station
AUTOMOBILE
ENGINEERS
CAR
BODY
REPAIRS
MOT Tests

01243 811665

SUSSEX LOGS
£60 per load
Various Log Sizes Available

All Seasoned Timber

Free Delivery
Larger Loads on Request

01730 814751
07950 035997

8

The Weald & Downland is England’s
leading museum of historic buildings and
traditional rural life. Why not become a
VOLUNTEER (no previous experience
needed!); or a FRIEND who can benefit
from year round free admission,
including special events

Tel 01243 811363

THE BOOKKEEPING
HOUSE
FOR ALL YOUR BOOKKEEPING AND
BUSINESS SERVICES REQUIREMENTS

Let us take away your
deadline worries
Sole Traders and small
businesses a speciality
You do the work….we’ll
do the paperwork!
Free initial consultation
Contact Elena Roberts to
discuss your requirements
01243 785984
07774 267128
thebookkeepinghouse@hotmail.co.uk

Your Community Needs
You!
Register your interest in faster
broadband
West Sussex County Council’s “Better
Connected” programme is working to get faster
broadband rolled out across the County and
particularly into rural areas where coverage now
can be very poor or very slow – that includes
many of us here in the Lavant Valley. WSSC will
prioritise their implementation plans based on
the level of interest expressed by local
communities.
This is where you can help. You may or not have
a broadband connection today and you may or
may not be satisfied with the quality of service or
connection speed you currently have. However,
we all know that an increasing number of businesses and central and local
government agencies use the internet to deliver services to us and, if you do use the
internet, you will have experienced how slow it can be to send or receive emails or
files in the Lavant Valley, especially at peak times. Therefore, if you would like to
increase your chances of having a more reliable or faster broadband that might
allow you use the internet more (even if you just want to play games or watch TV) or
to run your business more effectively, please do take a couple of minutes to
complete the form that was included with the last edition of The Valley Diary and
return it (Freepost) to WSCC. Responses from businesses will be particularly helpful
to support our case. Alternatively, if you already have access to the internet, the
form can be completed online at www.westsussex-betterconnected.org.uk.
Registering your support does not commit you to sign up to any new service, but
communities that demonstrate the strongest support are likely to be included in the
earlier stages of the broadband improvement programme.
Thank you for your support – from the Parish Councils of Singleton, West Dean
and East Dean.

Mount Noddy Animal
Centre Eartham
Car Boot Sales are held in the Field of Dreams on the first Sunday
of each month from April - October inclusive. Gates open 9.30am to
sellers and buyers. Cost to sellers £5 car/£7 van.
Annual Fun Dog Show will be held on Sunday 22nd April with the
first class starting at 12noon. Classes include novelty, obedience, fun
agility and fastest flyball run. Refreshments, raffle, tombolas, stalls
etc. 01243 790140

EAST DEAN CHAPEL
Services - Sunday:
11.00am & 6.30pm
Tuesday:
Bible study & Prayer Meeting 7.30pm
Contact: S D Humphrey
01243 811685
CATHOLIC NEWS
Parish Church St. Richards Cawley Road
Chichester 01243 782343
Masses
Saturdays 10am & 6pm, Sundays 8.30am & 10am
Week Days M/Tu/F 8am, M/W/Th 12.15pm
Contact: Ged Lavery
01243 811270
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THE PARISH OF EAST DEAN, SINGLETON, & WEST DEAN

“One Church at worship: three buildings for worship”

News from the Village Churches
‘A Church Near You’: www.acny.org.uk - Facebook: www.Facebook.com/ValleyParish
Holy Week: the week beginning with Palm Sunday and ending
with Easter Day marks the heart of the Christian Gospel.
Christians have and always should mark and celebrate this week
with special devotion.
During these days Christians remember and enter into the
events, from Jesus entering into Jerusalem ‘meek and riding on
a donkey’ as the crowd shouted ‘Hosanna’; his Last Supper with
his disciples, when he ‘showed how perfect his love was’, washing their feet and commanding them to ‘love one another as I
have loved you’; then betrayal by those he loved, and being condemned to an unjust and cruel death, as the crowds now shouted
‘crucify’. On Good Friday Christians are reminded that ‘God so
loved the world’, and are taken to the foot of the Cross.
On Holy Saturday we come together to hear how God worked
through human history to save his people and show his love, and
how all these events lead up to Cross and Resurrection. We
mark this as we renew Baptismal promises and proclaim that
Christ is risen—
risen—He is risen indeed, Alleluia.

Saint Augustine (of Hippo) remarked of Christians that,
“We are an Easter People and ‘Alleluia’ is our song”

Annual Meetings
The Annual Parochial
Church Meeting is on
Tuesday, April 24th,
at West Dean Church
to elect Churchwardens
and PCC members.
Members of the Church
Electoral Roll are entitled
to take part.
Forms for membership of
the Roll are to be found in
the churches.
All regular worshippers and
parishioners who wish to
support the parish
churches are encouraged
to add their names and
attend this meeting

Should Christians have the ‘right’ to wear a cross? This question is exercising courts,
(including the European Court of Human Rights) newspapers and Archbishops.
Clearly there are - normally in the public or formerly-privatised sector - a certain number of people
who hate all religion, but are scared of taking on the great non-Christian religions in case they end up
at a tribunal. Or neo-paganism because that would not be P-C.
Enlightened employers would let people wear sensible symbols of their faith, as long as they're not
ten-foot wooden crosses, double-edged swords or the most recent sacrifice. Or, indeed offend against
the immutable and sacrosanct laws of ‘Elfin Safety’.
Archbishop Rowan Williams, in a recent interview, said he did not believe that Christianity was losing
the battle against secularisation in Britain but said that the arguments were being clouded by 'dimwitted prejudice.' "What I think slightly shadows the whole thing is this sense that there are an awful lot
of people now of a certain generation who don't really know how religion works, let alone Christianity in
particular, and that leads to confusions, sensitivities in the wrong areas - 'does wearing a cross offend
people who have no faith or non-Christians?' well I don't think it does. But people worry that it will. That
is partly because there is a slight tone deafness about how religious belief works. I think there is also a
lot of ignorance and rather dim-witted prejudice about the visible manifestations of Christianity, which
sometimes clouds the discussion.". He has also said that sometimes ‘religious decoration’ can be ‘a
substitute for true faith’. The British Government (the one appointed under a Constitution which requires the Head of State to swear to uphold the religion established by law) will argue that that wearing
a cross is not protected under the European Convention on Human Rights because it is not it is not a
“requirement” of the Christian faith.
The important Cross that every Christian wears, indelibly, is the one with which each is sealed at
baptism. This gives no ‘rights’; in fact the opposite. But it requires every Christian to show in every aspect of their life that he or she is follower of Jesus Christ, our crucified, risen, and ascended Lord.
Rector: The Revd Richard Woods
The Rectory, Singleton
Telephone 811213
e-mail: Rector@ValleyParish.org

PCC Secretary: Karen Barrett 811427
8 Droke Lane, East Dean PO18 0JH
PCC Treasurer: vacant
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Churchwardens:
Wendy Goacher 811641
Geoffrey Morris 786155
Helen Morris 786155

THE PARISH OF EAST DEAN, SINGLETON, & WEST DEAN

“One Church at worship: three buildings for worship”

WORSHIP IN THE VALLEY PARISH - April

HOLY WEEK
In Holy Week we walk with Jesus
in the Way of the Cross, to Resurrection joy.

1st

Palm Sunday
(1st Sunday)
8am Eucharist
SINGLETON
10am Palm Procession & Parish Eucharist
with Passion Gospel
EAST DEAN
6pm Evening Prayer
SINGLETON

5th

Maundy Thursday
7:30pm Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper EAST DEAN
followed by Watch at altar of repose

“Will you not watch with me for one hour?”

6th

GOOD FRIDAY
10am Family Worship
12 noon Liturgy of the Day

WEST DEAN
SINGLETON

sung Passion Gospel & Communion

2pm At the foot of the Cross

EAST DEAN

7th

Holy Saturday - EASTER EVE
7:30pm Ceremony of Light, Easter Vigil, Baptism & Renewal
of Baptismal Promises and first Eucharist of Easter
WEST DEAN

8th

EASTER DAY
8am Eucharist
10am Parish Eucharist
6pm Eucharist (said)

15th

2nd of Easter

8am Eucharist
10am Parish Eucharist
6pm Evening Prayer

(2nd Sunday)

EAST DEAN
SINGLETON
WEST DEAN
(3rd Sunday)

22nd

SINGLETON
WEST DEAN
EAST DEAN

3rd of Easter

(4th Sunday)

EAST DEAN
WEST DEAN
a short service for all ages
6pm Evening Prayer
SINGLETON

8am Eucharist
10am Family Eucharist

29th

4th of Easter

10am Parish Eucharist
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(5th Sunday)

WEST DEAN

The English Arts
Chorale returns to
Chichester

CHORAL GEMS

THE ENGLISH ARTS CHORALE
The English Arts Chamber Ensemble
Conductor: Leslie Olive

The English Arts Chorale gave highlyacclaimed performances in Chichester
Magnificat
Arvo Pä
ärt
Cathedral in 2009 and 2011 and
returns on 12 May this year to St
Seven Magnificat Antiphons
Paul’s Church to give a varied
Herbert Howells
Requiem
programme of sacred music
The main work is Fauré’s everGabriel Fauré
Requiem
popular Requiem in a new setting
with a chamber ensemble
St Paul’s Church, Chichester - Saturday 12 May 2012 at
accompaniment of organ, violin, ‘cello
7:30pm
and harp.
Herbert Howells’ Requiem was
Tickets: £15 (children £8) from
published in 1981, almost fifty years
Chichester tickets 01243 813595 www.chichestertickets.co.uk
after its composition. He was harshly
by phone at 01737 762097 or on-line at www.englisharts.org
self-critical and did not release much
of his finest work for a great many
Chichester and Midhurst Tourist Information Centres and
years, if at all. Some sad events in the
Ackermans, West Street, Chichester
1930s brought about works of the very
best in the English choral tradition.
His Requiem arose from the death of his only son. Of the six movements the Requiem aeternam moves from desolation to hope while the final
movement achieves an air of blissful peace that Howells must have wished for his child.
The style of Arvo Pärt, one of the most prominent living composers of sacred music, is rooted firmly in European music and is a synthesis of
classic vocal polyphony with serial music to yield a 'new austerity'. Magnificat (1989), one of his most widely performed works, derives its
effect from a gentle eloquence and the contrast of verse- and tutti-like sections. Seven Magnificat Antiphons (1988) are each endowed with a
very different personality and are assigned to the seven days leading to Christmas Eve. Tickets are available from www.englisharts.org, by
telephone on 01737 762097 and Chichester tickets 01243 813595 www.chichestertickets.co.uk

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AT THE MUSEUM
Richard Pailthorpe
Easter Celebrations on Easter Sunday include historic rural Easter traditions and a bonnet competition and parade on Easter
Monday. This year’s Wonderful Easter Wednesdays are on April 4th and 11th, with hands-on acivities, arts, crafts and games.
The Food and South Downs Fair on May, 6th and 7th includes a cookery demonstration byGiles Thompson and the Downland
Cookery Challenge. This exciting competition, launched last year will again aim to find Sussex’s best amateur chef. It is a great
opportunity for budding chefs in the Valley to create, prpare,
cook and serve a main course dish inspired by and using as
much local produce as possible. A live cookoff finals will be
held on May 6th.

The Sussex Snowdrop Trust

CHARITY
WALK
Choose a 1 or 5 mile walk

ARUNDEL CASTLE PARK
Off The London Road, Follow Charity Walk Signs

Sunday, 13th May 2012
Walkers start between 2.00pm & 3.30pm
Entrance: £3 adults, £1 children, Under 10’s free

Sponsored adults & children free
Dogs ON LEADS welcome * Teas/Cakes * Raffle * Stalls

Sponsor Forms & enquiries - 01243 572433
The Sussex Snowdrop Trust
Reg Charity No. 1096622

CARE AT HOME for local children with life threatening or
terminal illnesses
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homeopath

Singleton Playschool

SALLY NUNN
L.C.C.H., R.S.Hom., FSDSHom

4 st. john’s street,
chichester
59 high street, Arundel
01903 884466
www.sallynunn.com
e-mail: homeopathy@sallynunn.com
REGISTERED WITH THE SOCIETY
OF HOMEOPATHS

Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/Fortnightly

Ironing service a
speciality
Office
023 9278 5868
Mobile
07825 618121
References/
recommendations
available on request

Ofsted rated ‘good’ November 2011
Lovely fun environment for children from 25 to learn and play in a stunning location.
Situated in a great room in Singleton school.

Busy Professional
Hairdresser
Do you want to avoid busy
town centre salons, parking
and salon prices.
Well have your hair done in
the comfort of the valley

01243 811679

Call Rachael
01243 537975
07810 867940

Is bookkeeping giving you a
headache?

ACE HANDYMAN
SERVICES

Then it’s time to consider using a professional
bookkeeper!

Painting, decorating & making good.
Carpentry & decking, flat pack assembly.
Fitting kitchens, bathrooms & bedrooms.
Small plumbing and electrical Jobs.
Ground work including patios, fencing etc
Jet washing drive ways, patios, decking.
Carpet and rug deep cleaning. Garage /
garden clearance

Open 5 mornings a week.
Please drop in and visit us

Are you self-employed or run a small or medium
sized business in Chichester or its Surrounding
Areas

Interested? ...then come visit us at

www.gclbookkeepingservices.co.uk
To see what services we can offer you

Or give us a call on 01243 776967
GCL Bookkeeping Services
Included in the Bookkeepers Network Number E0667

All jobs considered, no job too large or
small - £15.00 per hour or whole day for
£100

Call your local handyman
Russell - Mob 07889 789943
Office 01243 537975

SMOKING BAD FOR YOU? OK, BUT…

FUNERAL SERVICE and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
Preferred and Recommended for
almost 150 years

01243 864745
REYNOLDS FUNERAL SERVICE
is a truly independent family business
and has no connection with any group.
Courtesy vehicle on request or arrangements may be made
in the comfort of your own home.

“Smoking is the single most harmful thing we can voluntarily do to our bodies. It is
most definitively the most dangerous thing one person can choose to
partake in.” Mmmm. What about…
Shooting yourself, Jumping off a cliff, Standing in a nuclear reactor, Fork in
electrical socket, Overdosing, Alcohol poisoning, Mixing ammonia and bleach on
your face, Taking pot-shots at Buckingham Palace, Not eating or drinking for a
month, Putting your head inside a hot oven and falling asleep, Sitting in your car
inside a closed garage with the engine running, Going into outer space without a
space suit, Drinking molten gold, Riding
Singleton River
a Great White Shark, Taking a syringe
full of air and injecting it into your
Pageant
blood stream, Eating McDonald's
everyday, Drinking virus vials from the
A celebration for the Queen's
Centre for Disease Control and
Diamond Jubilee
Prevention etc… Go on… have a fag!
Monday 4th June

COMPETITIVE TYRE SALES FOR
WHEEL BARROW
QUAD BIKE, CAR, VAN, 4X4 &
TRACTORS
Crockerhill Garage
Crockerhill
Chichester
PO18 0LH

PUNCTURE REPAIRS AND
BATTERIES

01243 774713

LOCAL CALL OUT SERVICE
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I love local newspapers such as this
excellent publication and pick them up on
my travels throughout the area, and it was
in the ‘NEWS of the WEALD’ that I first
read about the subject of “Bird Hacking”.
This was a new one on me so I was delighted
to read in the January edition of The Valley
Diary an article entitled “A summer love
affair – me and Mrs B.” Written
anonymously, a Bird Hacker gave a detailed
account of his activities. In brief, he had
won the affections of a female (not lady!)
blackbird by chirping and offering food to
the point where she was virtually feeding
from his hand. The patience required in
doing this was commendable, although I
most admire the cuckolded male of the
species who, in spite of witnessing first hand
the erotic shenanigans played out before
him, he nevertheless helped produce and
raise three broods with that Hussy!
On seeing the same article printed
elsewhere in February I was now hooked.
Bird hacking was definitely for me, and I
decided to get started straight away. After
all I am not entirely heartless, and felt that
by winning the love of the bird sooner,
might save the male of the species having
his beak put out. To date my hand feeding
experience was limited to the odd cat or
dog, a stroppy parrot called Arnold, a horse
and a giraffe in a French zoo. Oh, and of
course myself, although as my shirtfront will
bear witness to, I could do better. So good
preparation was vital. Sensible clothing, a
comfy chair and plenty of assorted food
seemed to be the order of the day, and thus
armed I settled into the task.
The first fruitless week proved a steep
learning curve. My preparation was lacking.
Knowledge of the blackbird’s call and
preferred diet may have brought her to me
sooner rather than a constant stream of
cats, crows, a passing tramp and a flock of
sheep bleating over the back fence, none of
whom did I wish to have a summer affair
with, (although one of the sheep was quite
pretty.) Derisory remarks from the family
such as, “who’s a pretty boy” did not help
either.
The second week started just as badly when
the family pointed out that Mrs B may be
able to hear me but could never find me if I
continued to wear my army surplus
camouflage fatigues! Good point, I was
wondering who would spot that! It was then
I had an idea and got myself down to the
garden centre where I bought one of those
stuffed birds. You know the sort, they come
with a “press me” label, which, when
squeezed gives the call of the bird in whose
image they are made. I took home what I
thought was a blackbird but it’s call did not
bring my feathered friend to my bower. For,
in my haste, plus my colour blindness and a
touch of tone deafness I had instead
purchased a stuffed replica of the very rare
Lesser Spotted Crowfinchtit. No prizes then
for guessing that it did not bring me the bird
of my choice, but instead a great deal of very
colourful advice from an army of twitchers
glowering at me over the fence,
recommending where I should let the said
bird nest!
Towards the end of the third week the ideal
situation presented itself. I could now chirp

in blackbirdese, and knew their exact diet. The
sun shone, and the family were off out for the
day. As I watched my good lady get into the
car, I enquired as to their destination, and
received such jolly retorts as,” well it’s not
birdworld”, and, “don’t worry, we’ll bring you
back some sand for your cage”.
As the engine noise disappeared into the
distance I settled down to the job in hand, and
just felt that today would be ‘the day’. Late
into the afternoon I let go both a very
melodious chirp and a handful feed. Was that
a response I heard? Had I imagined it? There
it was again! At last! Eureka! Soon my every
chirp was answered, but where was she. Soon
I was hurling food in all directions and
whistling like a demented fool. “Calm down,
calm down!” I shrieked at myself sweating
profusely. I took a breather, and then
concentrated very hard and was sure that she
was just the other side of the high lap larch
fence, between us and our next door
neighbour. I moved my deckchair so that I
could reach her hidden position with food,
and started again, making sure that an ample
supply of it reached over the fence in order to
encourage her from that garden into mine.
And then!! I froze. To my horror the food was
coming back at me! I threw another handful of
food and a mouthful of chirps, and got back
the same. Not only was she hard to get, but
also very hard to please. Suddenly an idea,
stop the food and just tweet. And so for the
next twenty minutes we tweeted along to each
other as only two dedicated beings might do.
It really was love, although not ‘at first sight’.
But just then, as I was planning my next move
some more food came at me, and I was
amazed to see a small piece of pizza land at
my feet. Now even I knew that pizza was not
high on a blackbird’s menu choice, and I had
not sent it over the fence in the first place.
Astonished, I crept slowly forwards and found
a knothole at a convenient height. On peering
through, my eye first took in the flower
border, then the edge of the lawn. No birdie
yet. I then took in the shrubbery around, and
the fruit trees, still nothing. And then, I saw it!
A sight for a sore eye! Could I believe my eye?
For there, sat squarely in the middle of their
lawn, chirping his head off, and the very
reason why food was coming my way was,…….
My next door neighbour!! For the best part of
the afternoon two grown men had happily and
adoringly been tweeting to each other, each
totally unaware that the man next door was
also a Bird Hacker. For me however there was
worse to come. He had out done me and I
didn’t like it. He was dressed, head to foot in,
… a blackbird outfit. He looked fantastic. I felt
sick. I had not thought of everything as I had
supposed. I dragged myself back to my seat
and threw myself into it. Near to tears, and
more in disbelief than anything else I
staggered back to have a second look. He
looked magnificent. Why had I not thought of
that? And then, like a tidal wave it hit me. I
could still do it. Surely somewhere about the
house I could find enough bits and pieces to
create my very own blackbird outfit.
Frantically, I raced indoors and went straight
to the loft where I rummaged through
numerous boxes and trunks, each labelled
Christmas, fancy dress etc. Not much of use
there. After a suicidal decent of the loft ladder,
a and manic tour of various rooms and
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cupboards, I ended up in the bedroom with
the following. A black balaclava and a yellow
pointed party hat with the elastic chinstrap.
That was my head and beak sorted. For my
body a black bin liner with holes for head
and arms, and this I pulled on with great
difficulty over my sweating torso. I then
attacked it with scissors for the feathery
affect. On went the balaclava and the party
hat beak. I was halfway there, but what
about wings. I couldn’t have my lily white
arms on show. After all it wasn’t a puffin
that I was trying to imitate. The best I could
find was a pair of long black dress gloves
that my beloved wore when appropriate.
They’d have to do. A quick look in the
mirror now showed my brilliant white
matchstick legs, and they needed to match
the yellow of my resplendent beak. My
beloved came to the rescue again, when I
found, hidden away in her massive
wardrobe an old pair of yellow tights from
her hippy days.
I dangled them before me in the mirror.
They looked very small, but they would have
to do.
Now, I have witnessed many times the
struggle to put tights on dainty female legs
that are both hairless and sweat free, and it
always a fight, particularly the last bit as the
top seam reaches the armpits, with the
knees flying in all directions. So it was no
surprise that throughout the next twenty
minutes I entered into a gargantuan battle.
Inch by sweaty inch the undersized garment
edged it’s way upwards. Exhausted, I lay
back on the bed to regain my breath. As my
strength returned I wriggled around the bed
so as to get a better view of myself in the
mirror. The end result brought a smile to
my face, and I gave a silly giggle. Just then,
and all at the same time, I made a frantic
adjustment of the tights that were riding up.
Just then, and all at the same time, my
family walked in!
Cedric Horsefeather
aka ‘The Birdman of East Dean’
Somewhere on Levin Down

TRAIN RIDES!
Chichester Model Engineers will be
holding their first "Steam on
Sunday" on 15th April 2012 at their site
in Blackberry Lane, East Chichester.
Between 2pm and 5pm. Admission is
free, tickets for the train rides are £1
each, for adults or children. For further
details, please see our website
www.cdsme.co.uk

Thursday 26th
April
8.45 – 12.30
Coronation Hall,
Reynolds Lane,
Slindon
We’re still in the ‘hungry gap’ but
more and more new season things
should be coming along.

www.slindon.com

JRH CARPENTRY
and Home Maintenance
All aspects of bespoke carpentry
and home maintenance work
undertaken. Contemporary and
Period properties. Interior and
Exterior work carried out.

 01243
839139

Free Quotation
Contact Jason Hints
01243 531590
07917 823626
jhr.carpentry@btinternet.com

Computer Problems?

JPG

Locally based in West Dean

Computer Support Services

Building & Groundworks
For all your building and groundwork
requirements

SMART DOGS
Dog Grooming
At Its Best

FOR ALL YOUR HOME AND OFFICE COMPUTING
NEEDS
PC software/hardware problems
Website hosting, design and support
networks & wireless configuration

Fully insured, quality local business References available if required

Internet & email configuration
Get more from your own PC with
Individual or small group sessions
E-Mail, Internet, digital photography, Wordprocessing, spreadsheets, managing your files
and data, etc

Tel: 07765 094240 / 01730 816788
Website: www.jpgbuild.co.uk

For more information please call
07968 700083 or E-mail enquiries@
chichestercomputerservices.co.uk

East Dean
Village Hall
Now completely modernised
and equipped, with a catering
standard kitchen and full
disabled access. Suitable for
almost any occasion.

Bathed and professionally groomed

Lesley
01243 811805
East Dean

To book the Hall, or arrange to
see it, phone Jill Mountford

01243 811358
villagehall@yahoo.co.uk

THE STAR & GARTER

Curry Night

East Dean

Due to popular demand, we’ll be having another night on 18th April

Thursday Night Specials
£8.50 meals beers and wines £1 off
Superb food and wines
Real ales straight from the barrel
Quality accommodation
Weddings and private parties

01243 811318

Take Away Cod and Chips
£7.00

Check our website
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www.thestarandgarter.co.uk

WEST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
March/April 2012
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations in West Dean
The Parish Council has been considering ways of marking this landmark
event in our history with an informal celebration open to everyone in our
local community. With the kind support of the West Dean Estate, this will
take place on Sunday 3 June 2012, on the lawn in front of West Dean
College. We all hope for a nice fine day, but if not, marquees will be erected.
The Parish Council and the Estate, with some community funding from
Chichester District Council, will provide a free hog roast, and invite you to
come along and enjoy a pleasant social occasion. Watch this space for
further details, but in the meantime, a date for your diaries!
Lychgate Opening Ceremony
A short and informal ceremony will take place on Thursday 29 March at
3pm, to which everyone is welcome. We will be joined by representatives of
Edward James’ family, who erected the Lychgate and Wall around 1930 as a
memorial to Evelyn James, widow of William James, who acquired the
West Dean Estate in 1891. The work was commissioned and funded by her
five children, one of whom was Edward James. Also invited are the
craftsmen who worked on the restoration, representatives from the grantfunding bodies, and the Revd. Richard Woods, who will offer some prayers
of re-dedication.
Annual Parish Meeting for Electors
We were very disappointed that only one local resident came along to this to
special meeting for you, our local community. However, the minutes are on
the notice-board, so please have a look and catch up on what we have been
doing on your behalf during the past Council Year. All Parish Council
meetings are open to the public and there is always an opportunity to speak.
Police Emergency number: 999. Non-Emergency number: 101
NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: this will be our AGM, at 7.30pm on
Wednesday 2 May 2012 in the Park Room at West Dean College. Members
of the public are welcome to attend and to speak during the public session.

EAST DEAN FC
Phil Cooper, Secretary
With no update in the February issue, the results overall have picked up
since my last report. On 21st January we lost 2 1 away to Southwater,
followed by two away wins, 4 1 at Newtown Villa and 4 3 at Hunston –
having been four nil up after the first twenty minutes! Our next game at
home to Yapton ended in a 2 2 draw, followed by a 2 1 defeat at home to
Southwater. On 10th March we got back to winning ways with a 3 1 home
win against Barns Green, and March finishes with a home game against
Hunston on the 17th and an away trip to Petworth on the 31st. This will then
leave three games to play before the season ends, hopefully with us getting
enough points to remain in Division One.
Training in March continues at the outdoor facilities at Westloats, Bognor
Regis on Tuesday evenings with a 7.00pm start, if anyone is interested in
joining please contact manager Peter Kearvell for further details.
We are always more than happy to welcome supporters at home games, and
indeed grateful for support both home and away.

ROMANY STYLE WAGON PLAY HOUSE
HAND BUILT MADE TO ORDER
Features and Extras if
required
Pneumatic tyres
1 x power point (double)
1 x internal light
1 x external light
Flame effect electric fire
Refillable water tank
Under seat storage
Table converts to form sleeping area, Stable style
door, Opening window, 50 mm ball hitch,
Laminated wood floor, Decoration inside and out

Size Specification
Overall length (8ft 1”, 2.47m)
Overall width floor (4ft 2”, 1.27m)
Overall width widest (5ft 1”, 1.54m)
Overall height (6ft 7”, 2.02m)
Internal height (5ft, 1.53m)
Internal length (6ft 2”, 1.86m)

THIS WAGON IS A PLAY AREA AND IS
DESIGNED ONLY TO BE TOWED FOR
SHORT DISTANCES AND AT LOW SPEED
IT IS NOT CLASSED AS ROADWORTHY

The Chichester Rotary
Dragon Boat Challenge in
aid of CancerWise and
other local Rotary
Charities: 9th/10th June
The first day will be crews aged 18 and over
and the second day for youth crews from 12
to 24 years old. Cancerwise and The Rotary
Club of Chichester Priory are asking for
your help in collecting 6,000 CDs and
DVDs which will provide the initial funds
to launch the Challenge. If you have
unwanted CDs and DVDs, there is
a collection box in East Dean Village Hall
(open Monday morning for coffee, or
'phone Colin or Carol Porter 811527 to
arrange collection. We would ask that the
CDs and DVDs are in good condition and in
their original cases. We regret that we are
u nab le t o
accept
CD singles,
newspaper freebies or pirate copies.

W&D MUSEUM POST
OFFICE
OPENING HOURS
March to October
Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm
Sat 10am - 1pm throughout
the year
Nov - Feb
Mon 10am - 2pm
Tues 10am - 2pm
Wed 10am - 1pm
Thurs 10am - 2pm
Fri Closed
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PRICES FROM
£1,400 to
£2,200
DETAILS AND
ENQUIRIES
KEN
01243
811994

Quality
Painting &
Decorating
Interior
and Exterior

P D McCann
Professional
Specialist in Hand Painted furniture
and Kitchens - Fire & Flood Damage
General Repair & Maintenance
Free Estimate - MOD Approved
Experienced in large jobs
30 Years Experience - VAT EXEMPT!

01243 811441

The Partridge Inn
Singleton

www.thepartridgeinn.co.uk

01243 811251
DOGS AND MUDDY BOOTS
WELCOME
BOOK NOW FOR BANK HOLS!

REFLEXOLOGY
& HOMEOPATHY

Reiki Master
Practitioner
For people and
horses
Dressage training to
advanced
Please call Emma
07793 211800
FOOTPATH WARDEN
Jill Mountford is the Footpath Warden in East Dean. If anyone would like
to report a blocked path or broken style, please give her a call on 811358.

BABYSITTER

For Everyday Health and Wellbeing

Debbie Moran
Registered Practitioner Chichester

Tel 01243 780774
Mobile 07974 839919

www.healthworks-holistic.co.uk
For many health concerns, including pain
management, IBS, hormones, fertility,
pregnancy, coughs, colds and general
relaxation.
Adults, children & babies.
Please contact me for info & appointments

PROFESSIONAL
MOBILE
HAIRSTYLIST
All aspects of hairdressing
undertaken at reasonable
prices in the
comfort of your
own home

Mature lady qualified in
Childcare, First Aid and Baby
Massage
Contact: Wendy on 01243
811672 evenings and weekends

Phone Sarah

Bridge beginner seeks
practice partners for
weekly sessions.
Please ring 01243 811451

07818 593479
01243 575534
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THE ROMANS
ARE COMING!
A Sponsored Walk on Sunday 22nd April in full Roman
Regalia. Andrew and Janetta will be doing their third
sponsored walk, this time along a section of Stane Street,
the old Roman road, from Eartham Woods to Bignor
Roman Villa, once again in support of St Wilfrid’s
Hospice, Chichester. Please sponsor us! Thank you and
God bless. There is a Sponsorship form in Singleton
Teashop, or you can sponsor by going to
www.justgiving.com/Janetta-Madgwick
(Should the weather be inclement, the walk will be
undertaken on the next fine weekend)

Andrew & Janetta Madgwick

VALLEY YOUTH CLUB

The Valley
Gardening Club
East Dean and
Singleton
Horticultural
Society
Sarah Wain kindly led twenty
members on a most
interesting tour of West Dean
Gardens in February. It was
fascinating to see the bare
skeleton of the gardens to
understand what lies beneath
the wonderful displays later in
the year, also to see how the
legacy of Victorian evergreens
have been shaped to give such
an architectural background to
the gardens. The early displays
of naturalised bulbs under
trees were quite lovely.

Valley Youth Club have been dormant since the highly successful Christmas Party.
Regretfully, no further Meetings are currently planned – still awaiting interest from
Monday 2nd April
prospective Members, and some additional volunteers to help the Club Committee.
Bacon butty and coffee
We are sure the Club will start up again. This is just a blip after 10 years of weekly Club
morning, East Dean Village
Meetings. The Club has struggled before, when Members from East Dean grew out of the
Hall, 10.30 -12.00. New
Club with no young people to take their place; then a surge of new Members from West Dean
members welcome, bring your
boosted numbers. Such is the nature of a rural, community Youth Club. Yes, it will be more
friends.
difficult in the future, without the support of West Sussex Youth Service, who provided
Friday 18th May
qualified Youth Workers and an annual grant. When there is again sufficient young people of
Garden Visit to NGS. Malt
Youth Club age, within the Valley, then the Club does have sufficient funds to pay a qualified
House, Rogate. 6 acres of
(and fun!) Youth Leader for a few Meetings. The Club does have ample funds to restart
flowering shrubs,
Meetings! Build momentum to secure the longer term viability of the Club. We have a couple
rhododendrons and azaleas,
of superb volunteer Leaders, able and willing towards getting the Club re-established. We've
leading to 50 acres of
been trying to hold on to the Club's equipment in readiness for the Club to restart, but with
arboretum and woodland
no long term storage, all the equipment, including the storage shed now has to go. Does
walks with many rare plants
anyone have space to store the equipment; and/or the shed, please? Perhaps listing the main
and trees. Cost £5.00 to
items that have to be disposed of, will prompt new members and volunteers to come forward
include conducted tour, tea
– when you realise how much fun is being missed out on. All this equipment – that belongs to
and biscuits. Monies to
our Community– will be gone before the Summer Holidays. One tin shed, 7ft x 10ft,
significantly improved with internal wooden lining to reduce condensation. One Table Tennis Countryside Alliance.
We need numbers for this
Table, purchased for the Club by the late Christopher Fry of East Dean. One Air Hockey
please by 11th May. Ring
Table. One Pool Table. One new Ruby Wii with several games (the Club have been offered a
01243 811544. Car sharing
new, Flat Screen TV to go with this – if the Club can restart in the very near future!).
available.
There are also many other resources including Jenga, Play Station, electric keyboard, guitar,
Penny Buchan
art and craft materials, bats and balls, and a parachute, etc! If we can't find storage, I don't
know how all this equipment
will be disposed of, but I
propose trying to sell as much
as possible towards our future
Club funds. What doesn't sell
will be offered to other local
Youth Clubs and other good
causes. My Daughter Claire is
volunteering at a Hospital and
Orphanage in Tanzania this
SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
Summer –the parachute would
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS
be really appreciated at the
Orphanage ! (They need good
quality children's books and
games, and disposable medical
equipment such as dressings
## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##
and plastic gloves). We do have
an active Facebook : “Valley
FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
YouthClub” (as two words), or
Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester
contact me on
themabers@gmail.com or
West Sussex, PO20 1QD
phone 01243 811672.
Tel: 01243 531298
Philip Maber
(Treasurer Valley Youth Club)
www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS
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Music in April
4 – Joe Butt – New to the Fox
22nd – Willie Austin
Please call the pub for more info
th

Sausage & Mash night

Army v’s Navy Rugby at
Twickenham
The Fox Goes Free is putting on a day out at the Rugby on
Saturday the 28th of April!
For £65 you get:
Your ticket to watch the match, travel to & from the venue,
Breakfast & dinner will be served at the Fox Goes Free,
Lunch will be a buffet at the grounds of Twickenham
Tickets still available – but going fast!

Variety of homemade sausages served with
mash, includes a glass of wine or a pint for
£10.95
Every Tuesday night in April

We are now taking bookings, call to book
your table so you don’t miss out

Loyalty card

01243 811461

March’s winner of the meal for two is
Lee Cobb. Don’t forget to pick up your loyalty
card on your next visit

email enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com
www.thefoxgoesfree.com

Easter Sunday
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April 2012
Mon.2nd Bacon Butty/Coffee
Morning: East Dean Village Hall:
Valley Gardening Club
Wed.4th Wonderful Wednesdays:
Weald & Downland Museum
Wed.11th Wonderful Wednesdays:
Weald & Downland Museum
Sat.21st Hollywood Nite: East Dean
Village Hall: 7.30pm: 811992/922
Tue.24th ACPM Meeting: 7.30pm:
West Dean Church
Wed.25th Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm: 811453/726

May 2012
Wed.3rd West Dean Parish Council
Meeting
Sat.5th Goodwood Horseracing
Sun.6th - Mon.7th Food & South
Downs Fair: Weald & Downland
Museum
Thu.10th Goodwood Horseracing
Thu.10th PCC Meeting: 7.30pm: West
Dean Church
Sun.13th Snowdrop Trust Charity
Walk: Arundel: 01243 572433

ALL YEAR
GARDEN CARE
Hedge Cutting, Pruning etc.

Suppliers of Top Soil
Garden & Garage
Tree Work, Clearance etc
All Work Undertaken

Phone Anytime

01243 554792

Thu.17th WI: Andrew Lawrence on The
National Trust
Fri.18th Gardening Club afternoon visit
to Malt House, Rogate
Wed.23rd Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm: 811453/726
Thu.24th - Sat.26th Goodwood
Horseracing
Sat.26th - Sun.27th Heavy Horse
Show: Weald & Downland Museum

June
Mon.4th - Fri.8th Half Term
Activities: Weald & Downland Museum
Mon.4th Singleton River Pageant
Fri.8th Goodwood Horseracing
Sat. 9th Gardening Club: Garden
competition
Sat.9th East Dean Fete
Fri.15th Goodwood Horseracing
Sun.17th Fathers' Day: Weald &
Downland Museum
Fri.22nd Goodwood Horseracing
Fri. 22nd Gardening Club: Evening visit
to gardens in East Dean
Sat.23rd & Sun.24th MedFest: West
Dean Gardens
Wed.27th Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm: 811453/726
Fri.28th - Sun.1st (July) Festival of
Speed: Goodwood

July
Sat.7th Singleton Fete: Cricket Field
Thu.12th PCC Meeting: 7.30pm: West
Dean Church
Sun.22nd Rare Breeds Show: Weald &
Downland Museum
Wed.25th Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm: 811453/726
Fri.27th - Sun.29th Chilli Fiesta: West
Dean Gardens
Tue.31st - Sat.4th (Aug) Goodwood
Horseracing

August
Tue.31st (July) - Sat.4th Goodwood

Horseracing
Wed.1st Wonderful Wednesdays:
Weald & Downland Museum
Wed.8th Wonderful Wednesdays:
Weald & Downland Museum
Wed.15th Wonderful Wednesdays:
Weald & Downland Museum
Sat.18th - Sun.19th Festival of
Steam: Weald & Downland Museum
Sat.18th Gardening Club Annual
Show, East Dean Village Hall
Wed.22nd Wonderful Wednesdays:
Weald & Downland Museum
Wed.22nd Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm: 811453/726
Wed.29th Wonderful Wednesdays:
Weald & Downland Museum
Fri.24th - Sun.26th Goodwood
Horseracing

September
4th Goodwood Horseracing
Loads more dates online at…

www.valleydiary.org
Get your dates to Tim as soon as
you have them please! 811968

Deadline for the May
2012 Edition
All information for inclusion to arrive
by 12noon please on

Monday 16th April
Contact Info…
Diary Dates can be telephoned
through to Tim on 811968 and
distribution issues to Chris 811833. Contributions, articles
and anything of interest to Tim
on 811968 or emailed to
tim@valleydiary.org

The Earl of March
SET MENU NOW AVAILABLE!!!
2 Course £18.50
3 Course £21.50
Lunch Daily 12-2.30
& Dinner 5.30pm-7pm
Enjoy a 125ml glass of House wine for £3!

BOOK NOW FOR BANK HOLS!
01243 533993
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www.theearlofmarch.com

