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Sussex Wildlife Trust
Levin Down Update
Ann Griffiths
The value of Levin to conservation lies partly in
its variety of structure. Whilst a lot of effort goes
into managing the open chalk grassland, the
scrub also has its value – and it too needs control
and management. A mixed age and a range of
species of scrub provides both food and shelter
for birds. Whilst “rarities” are often given
attention, as with much wildlife, the more
common species are often worth a closer look. Here
are 3 species commonly seen at this time of year on
the reserve. Goldfinches are resident, summer and
winter visitors. They are often seen on Levin Down in
flocks of about 20 birds. In the winter they feed
mainly on seeds and in summer on insects.
Long tailed tits are also seen in flocks all year round.
They particularly like the combination of open ground
and scrub edges. Due to its small size the species is
particularly vulnerable to cold winters and they often
huddle together to conserve heat.
A winter visitor is the Redwing. This is a small member of the thrush family. It
breeds in the north from Iceland and Scandinavia to Russia, but is seen in Sussex
often from October. They particularly feed on berries and mixed scrub provides ideal
food and shelter.
If you have any other information about the reserve or wildlife sightings please ring
01273 492630. Images from RSPB.

West Dean Stores
For all your essential items….
…and treats!

Open 11am – 11pm
Pop in and see us for lunch, afternoon tea or dinner

Call us on 01243 818163

For anyone looking to treat their Mum come along to our special
evening on the 3rd March for demonstrations by Karen of the Tropic
skin care range. All w elco m e and a gr eat oppo r tunity to tr y
this fabulous product and meet other local ladies, treat yourself and
your Mum.

*Please come and support your local village shop*
Newspapers
Tobacco
Beers, spirits & wines
O’Hagans Sausages

Local Fresh Produce

Mothers day lunch at The Partridge on Sunday the 6th
March, please book to avoid disappointment.

Groceries

Sunday March 27th at 12.00 come and join us to take part in the 2nd
round of Battle of the Boozers live on Spirit FM.

Sundries and essentials

New Games Night. Ever y Mo nday star ting on th e 14th of
March from 6pm onwards. All welcome. Bring a game of your choice
and come along with your friends or on your own and make some
new friends, playing for fun with great company. Special menu
available on the night if you choose to eat and play.

Lovely tea rooms

...and a very warm welcome

Open every day

Fish and chip takeaway for £10
Cream and Vintage Afternoon Teas

½ day Tuesday and Sunday

Singleton, West Sussex, 01243 811251
www.thepartridgeinn.co.uk
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Useful Telephone
Numbers
Valley Parish (Rev. Kevan Robinson)
Catholic Church Information
East Dean Fete
East Dean PC Clerk
East Dean Village Hall
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
Lavant Road Pharmacy
Local Police
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean
Police (Local Officer)
Singleton Fete
Singleton Parish Council Chairman
Singleton School
Singleton Tearooms
Singleton Village Hall
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Office
Shop
Post Office
West Dean College
West Dean Fete
West Dean Gardens
West Dean PC Clark
West Dean School
West Dean Stores

The Team

01243 811213
01243 811270
01243 811805
07918 631987
01243 811358
01243 527264
01243 380185
101
01243 811270
01243 TBA
01243 811451
01243 TBA
077754 06782
01243 818037
01243 811786
01243 811679
01243 811899
01243 811453
01243 811363
01243 811020
01243 811023
01243 811301
01243 811247
01243 818221
01243 266092
01243 811247
01243 818163

You will notice that the Pubs and B&Bs have been excluded from this listing now
and moved across to The Valley Diary Online Community at
www.valleydiary.org. Paying advertisers and businesses remain in the printed
edition as well, of course. Please help The Valley Diary to continue by lending
your support with a small advert.

SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS
Singleton Playschool urgently needs several new volunteers for its small and
friendly management committee. We particularly need a new secretary and
treasurer. Time commitment is small, a
couple of hours per month, but the feel
good factor is enormous! If you are
interested please contact Rachel Coates
by email at rachel@rachelcoates.com or
telephone 07964 016504 to discuss.
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Ted Salmon, Editor
ted@valleydiary.org
01243 818161
David Mather, Advertising &
Accounts
david@valleydiary.org
01243 811451
Chris Kelly, Distribution
chris@valleydiary.org
01243 811833
John Elliott, Inserts

john.elliott811929@btopenworld.com

01243 811786

The Distribution Team
East Dean
Tim Weeks
Pearl O’Leary
Charlton
Penny Buchan
John Elliott
Singleton
Sue Millar
Jane Penny
Heather Kaminski
West Dean
Carol Corbett
Jonalyn Mills
Geoff Osborne
Victoria Muggeridge
Micky Johns
Binderton
Barbara Boxall
Chilgrove
Peter Rice
Strettington
John Elliott
The legal bit: W e (The Va lley Dia r y Tea m )
make every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any error
in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by the
businesses or individuals appearing in its pages. In
short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

WORK IS ABOUT TO BEGIN ON THE CONSTRUCTION
OF OUR GATEWAY PROJECT BUILDINGS AT THE
WEALD AND DOWNLAND OPEN AIR MUSEUM
The site opposite the Museum
entrance has now been cleared for
the construction of our new Gateway
Project buildings; the main
contractor, Pilbeam, is due to move
on to the Museum site on Monday
7th March, when building work will
commence.
In preparation for the groundwork,
we will be lowering the water level in
the millpond by a small amount this will [have] begun on Monday 22nd February. This means that, although the
watermill will be stewarded and open for visitors to explore, no milling will take
place for a period of 4-6 weeks. We will post regular updates on our website and
social media accounts, and you can also call us on 01243 811363 or email
office@wealddown.co.uk
We would like to thank our visitors for their understanding during this period of
change.
Medieval house from Sole Street re-erection
The timbers of the medieval house from Sole Street are currently being conserved
in the Gridshell building by Museum Carpenter in Residence, Joe Thompson, plus
his team of two Heritage Lottery Funded Building Conservation trainees. The
house will be re-erected on a new site (just beyond the School from West
Wittering) in June – the site is being prepared and visitors can enjoy watching the
building rise at our Raising the Frame event, 18th - 19th June 2016.
New Heritage Lottery Funded appointments
A considerable amount of work is going on behind the scenes preparing the texts
for the new interpretation galleries and recruiting other Heritage Lottery Funded
traineeships.
Welcome to Richard Toogood and Claire Vidler, Bu ildin g
Conservation trainees. They are assisting Joe Thompson, Museum Carpenter in
Residence, with the conservation and re-erection of two buildings for the
Museum.
Singleton Village Hall has recently
been donated a beautiful looking and
sounding upright piano. We are most
grateful to the Singleton resident who
made the generous gift. We welcome
any one who would like to make use of
this asset. Perhaps someone would like
to start piano lessons in the hall?
Please telephone Sue Saunders on
811365 to make a booking.
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SINGLETON
FETE 2016
SATURDAY 9th JULY
Please put the above date in your diaries!
And if there are any newcomers to the
area who would like to be involved in
this important village event, please do
get in touch.

Judy Fathers
Mobile: 07776 258230
BERRY STONEWORK
SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE BRICKWORK

RESTORATION CONSERVATION
RENOVATION

DUNCAN BERRY
duncanpberry@gmail.com
PHONE

07557 515314
01243 539279

GOODWOOD
RECRUITS
DYNAMIC DUO
TO GOLF TEAM
Goodwood Recruits Dynamic Duo to
Golf Team.
Two talented new managers have joined
the Golf at Goodwood team.
Chris McDonnell has joined as Academy
Manager, assuming leadership of
Goodwood’s excellent tutorial assets.
Gary Beves has become Membership
Manager, ensuring those who join Golf at
Goodwood receive an unrivalled golfing
experience.
McDonnell said, “I am very pleased to be
finally here at Goodwood and I’ve received
a very warm welcome from members and
staff. The opportunity to be a part of such a unique place is very exciting and I’m looking forward to working with the energetic
and enthusiastic team.”
“My main goal for the Academy is to give golfers a fantastic facility to learn and practice.
Combining my experience of golf facilities around the world and the Goodwood values, I want to deliver a unique Academy
experience that will be the South of England’s preferred venue for golf learning and development.”
Gary Beves previously worked at Goodwood and is very excited to return. He said, “It is a huge privilege to have been given the
opportunity to come back and work at this fantastic venue. For me the main aim as Membership Manager is to ensure that our
Members feel that they have someone that they can engage with and approach at all times.”
Golf at Goodwood offer two courses, The Park Course, 18 holes mostly fairly flat with little water !
The Downs Course, again 18 holes being the original course, more challenging in many ways.
There are practice facilities, with the Academy part covered driving range and the
new short game course, all adjacent to The Waterbeach Hotel, Health Club and Bar
and Restaurant. Adjacent to the Downs Course is the Kennels Members Bar and
Restaurant.

MILESTONE
GARAGE

The Weald & Downland Museum is supported by a Board of Trustees. At
its AGM in April 2016, a number of Trustees will be retiring and the
Museum is seeking at least three enthusiastic individuals to join the
Board. To find out more and how to apply, visit www.wealddown.co.uk,
email office@wealddown.co.uk or call 01243 811363. Applications close
Friday 1st April 2016.

COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

GMT: Mo n day , Tu esday , W edn esday & Th u rsday :
10.30hrs to 16.00hrs, Closed Fridays, Saturday: 10.00hrs to
13.00hrs BST: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday: 10.00hrs to 16.00hrs, Saturday: 10.00hrs to 13.00hrs

01730 813148

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance
All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
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CHARITY ZUMBATHON
IN MEMORY OF
JOSHUA COURT
to raise funds for
The Sussex Snowdrop Trust

SUNDAY 6th MARCH 2016
10am- 12noon

07899 753464

WESTGATE LEISURE CENTRE
CHICHESTER
£10.00 per adult
£5.00 per children
All ages and abilities welcome
We would love it if you could wear green and white and
incorporate a butterfly on your face but don’t worry if you rather
not as we would just love you to join us and help raise as much
money as possible for this worthwhile charity!
Please come along and support us – all
proceeds to Snowdrop

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:



Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.



Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)



Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication



Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist



Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

Opening Hours

THE VALLEY DIARY
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS
Please remember we are able to record family events in the Diary.
BIRTHS, CHRISTENINGS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS.
Please let us have details of the event, plus a photograph as appropriate. All free of course david@valleydiary.org

9am - 6pm Monday to Friday
9am - 11.30am
Saturdays

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/
Fortnightly

Ironing service a
speciality
Office: 023 9278 5868
Mobile: 07825 618121
References/
recommendations available
on request
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Summary of the East Dean Parish Council Meeting on
Monday 25 January 2016
Present: Jon Bailie (Chairman), Tim Calloway, Rob Chalmers, Martin Gibbard,
Peter West
In attendance: Jeremy Hunt – West Sussex County Council, Susan Fairley –
Parish Clerk, Seven parishioners
The number of donations to the hedging fund stood at £2,155, from more than 25
donors.
Martin Gibbard reported on the projects to improve the green areas in the village.
Progress has been made and a real difference has already been made to the end of
Butchers Lane.
Martin Gibbard thanked Glenn Ward, Tim Calloway and Rob Chalmers for their
help and Jon Bailie thanked Martin Gibbard for his leadership on this project.
Parking by the Star and Garter – a discussion took place about the parking signs
beside the pub, which were deemed to have become ineffective. The majority
thought that the signs should remain in place until another solution is found. Jon
Bailie suggested that the councillors should consult the SDNP booklet on
examples of street planning and layouts from other villages in order to start to
progress a longer term solution.
Jeremy Hunt (WSCC councillor) reported that the Charlton Road and East Dean
Hill gullies have been inspected by highway engineers. Larger patching work on
Charlton Road will take place as part of next year’s programme (financial year
16/17). The engineer reported that the gullies on East Dean Hill are working, Jon
Bailie reported that the drains are solid and water is flowing straight down the
hill. The engineer will be asked to meet up with Jon Bailie to inspect these areas.
Jon Bailie had received a response to his email to the West Sussex Better
Connected team, they said the work on fast broadband installation would start on
the day of the meeting and it had! They told him that there would be no road
closures and they would try to minimise disruption. Work would continue until 2
March at the latest. A clearer idea on when the service could be accessed should be
given by the end of March.
HM The Queen’s 90th birthday: CDC have circulated information about building a
beacon for lighting on the evening of 21 April, should the Parish Council wish to
do so. The East Dean Village Hall Committee will be organising an event the day
after the Fete on Sunday 12 June, which co-incides with the Queen’s own street
party celebration in London. The Council discussed whether to go ahead with
lighting a beacon. The general feeling was that an event on a Thursday evening
would not win widespread support but if any councillors felt differently, the
deadline for registration is 18 April so there is still time for a change of plan.
A parishioner has suggested the construction of a mini roundabout or the
employment of some other method to slow traffic at the Pilley Green crossroads.
Peter West reported that a previous attempt has been made to change priorities
but Goodwood were not in favour of this. Jeremy Hunt will ask Highways to look
at whether improved signage would be effective.
Date of next meeting: Monday 25 April at 7.30pm
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SINGLETON
VILLAGE HALL
Our attractive Village Hall is for hire

Skittle Alley for Hire
Well equipped kitchen
Reasonable rates
All you need for your
event

Please contact Sue
Saunders on 01243
811365

SOUTHDOWNS
TAXI SERVICE
Throughout The
Valley and beyond
Pre-Booked Only

Please ring
Andy Doyle

01243 811511
Homeopath

SALLY NUNN
L.C.C.H., R.S.Hom., FSDSHom

4 St. John’s Street, Chichester
59 High Street, Arundel

01903 884466
www.sallynunn.com
e-mail: homeopathy@sallynunn.com
REGISTERED WITH THE SOCIETY OF
HOMEOPATHS

GOODWOOD RACECOURSE HAS ANNOUNCED THAT
ICONIC DJ SISTER BLISS, ENGLISH ELECTRONIC
DUO BASEMENT JAXX AND RADIO 1 & 1XTRA
DJ, MISTAJAM WILL EACH TAKE CENTRE STAGE AT
GOODWOOD RACECOURSE TO PERFORM AS PART OF
THREE FRIDAY NIGHTS; A VIBRANT COMBINATION OF
RACING, MUSIC AND DANCING ON 3, 10 AND 17 JUNE.
After dark, dancing shoes will replace horse shoes as the Parade Ring transforms
into a unique music arena. Thousands of race-goers will assemble at the stage
after an afternoon of racing for an evening filled with music and dancing at one of
Britain’s most picturesque racecourses, nestled within the heart of Goodwood
Estate’s rolling countryside.
Sister Bliss – (Faithless DJ set) - 3 June
The musical force behind Faithless, world-renowned DJ and record producer
Sister Bliss needs no introduction. As a house DJ she continues to dominate with
residences at leading clubs Ministry of Sound, London and Space, Ibiza. She is
set to make an explosive start to this year’s Three Friday Nights.
MistaJam – 10 June
Radio 1 & 1Xtra DJ, Mistajam makes his own rules. Playing at some of the finest
clubs around the world, his fearless approach to delivering the ultimate blend of
music has seen his army of supporters grow.
Chantelle Fiddy, Mixmag said; “MistaJam is clearly the future of radio and if I had
a new tune to break I’d definitely go to him.” MistaJam will take to the stage in
the Goodwood Parade Ring for what is sure to be a night of big beats.
Basement Jaxx (DJ Set) – 17 June
Electronic dance duo Felix Buxton and Simon Ratcliffe have come a long way from
the regular nights held in Brixton. The Glastonbury-headlining, three-millionalbum-selling, Brit and Grammy-winning maestros of global house and big beats
continue to deliver and are set to provide the soundtrack to an unforgettable finale
to the Three Friday Nights.
Gordon Enclosure tickets start at £35.00 and Richmond Enclosure at £45.00.
Please visit www.goodwood.com/3fn or call the ticket office on 01243 216
610.Tickets are on general sale from Monday 15 February.

East Dean
Village Hall
The original village hall has been sensitively
restored and modernised to include a
catering standard kitchen and full disabled
access. With its own car park it is suitable
for almost any occasion.

To book the Hall, or arrange to see it,
phone Jill Mountford 01243 811358

www.eastdeanhall.co.uk

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
25yrs+ Exp. - Fast reliable Service
Located at Binderton
Competitive rates - On site advice
New machines with discount
Part Exchange - Collection
Delivery

www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003
07979 752242

Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired Heating Engineer

01798 344213 - 07779 113343
Caytonsltd@gmail.com
www.caytonsltd.com
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THE VALLEY GARDENING CLUB
2016 Annual Membership & Hillier Draw
This year we are trialling the way
we collect membership fees and
will not be doing a door-to-door
collection. If you join by or on
Monday 25th April - the date of
our Annual Bacon Bap Morning at
East Dean Village Hall - you will be
entered into a Draw for a £25 Hillier Garden Gift Token! If you miss that date, you
can join at any time of the year or at any one of our events, details of which are
continually added to The Diary page of the Valley Diary.
We hope that you would like to join or re-join the Gardening Club. All of your
support enables us to carry on the long tradition of the Valley Gardening Club
which is now in its 76th Year! You can join in as much or as little as you want. Our
events are designed to be fun and to promote gardening, horticulture, cookery and
handicrafts in our valley community.
2016 Membership Fees - £3 per person, £5 for two, children under 16 are free.
Please drop off your subscription with your name(s), address, email and telephone
to any of the people listed here or if you prefer, call any one of us and we will pick
up your subscription. In return, we will give you a Membership Card detailing all
the 2016 events and enter you into the Hillier Draw!
Jill Mountford 811358, Penny Buchan 811544, Elaine Kelly 811833, Tony Boxall
811361

100 Club
Lesley Calloway

This Month’s
Winners!
1st Prize… T Hall
2nd Prize… E Davies
3rd Prize… D Penny

Have you made a note to support the

EAST DEAN
CHURCH FETE
Saturday 11th June
Please write it in your diary now!
The beautiful Church of All Saints in EAST DEAN will
be filled with floral displays for a spectacular

FLOWER
FESTIVAL
16th and 17th July
There will be a concert featuring the
talented Lavant Valley Voices on Saturday
evening
Full details will be here soon! Definitely a
weekend not to be missed!

Clock conservation
restoration & repair

Jon Butt Bsc (Hons) T. 023 92 631836
E. hello@jonbuttclocks.co.uk
www.jonbuttclocks.co.uk
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WORLD FAMOUS CHILDREN’S
AUTHOR TO VISIT SINGLETON
PRIMARY SCHOOL
Rachel Coates
World famous children’s author and former Children’s Laureate Julia Donaldson
is to make a very special visit to Singleton Primary School to celebrate World Book
Day.
Bestselling author of The Gruffalo, which repeatedly tops the charts of the UK’s
favourite children’s book, as well as Stick Man, Room on the Broom and Tiddler
among many others, Julia has sold over 40 million books worldwide and has had a
number of her works made into award-winning animated movies.
Her visit to Singleton Primary takes place on 1st March, which will mark a week of
celebrations of everything to do with books and reading, including World Book
Day on 3rd March when all the children will dress as their favourite literary
character. This is particularly exciting this year as Singleton is designating 2016 as
a special “Year of Reading”, with a number of inspiring activities planned
throughout the academic year.
Head Teacher Chris Todd says, “We are so excited to welcome Julia Donaldson to
Singleton Primary School. Her books have been a great favourite among the
children for many years and have been a source of so much entertainment. It is
stories like these that encourage a life-long love of books and reading in young
children which is wonderful”.
Julia will come to school for the afternoon of 1st March and will perform a number
of songs in a special assembly with her husband Malcolm accompanying her on
the guitar. She will then lead a workshop where the children will act out a number
of her stories.
Steyning Bookshop will be selling books at 2.30pm in the main school hall and
Julia will be signing copies from 2.45pm. All members of the public are welcome.

We clean your oven……so you
don’t have to

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor or Aga professionally
cleaned

ALL TYPES OF
GARDENING WORK

Phil Bateman
Landline: 01243 763000
Mobile: 07908 433946

Garden Shed and Household
Clearance

Strimming, Hedge Cutting, Lawn
Mowing, Shrub Pruning, New Borders
Created, etc… etc…

GARY

www.ovenwizards.com
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01243 811217
Mobile: 07977 346380

ATLANTIC
CHALLENGE
Eden Davies
Regular readers of the Valley Diary will
remember an item in the August 2015
edition telling how the East Dean Hog
Roast had an added interest when Dan
Parsons turned up with his transatlantic
rowing boat Atlantic Challenge. (Dan had recently married one of the guests at the
Hog Roast, Annie, whose mother’s partner, Roger Hannam, plays with the Valley
Golf Society). We can now tell the end of that story. The two men, Dan and his
friend Olly Clark, came third overall in the race, but in their class of pairs, i.e. only
two rowers, they were first. The start of the race was delayed by severe storms and
they eventually arrived in Antigua at 11.30pm pm on 31st January.
It seems a sufficiently remarkable achievement to row for 42 days across the
Atlantic to Antigua, but tremendous to come first. Added to that they had raised
over £83,000 for their two charities Prostrate Cancer and ABF The Soldiers
Charity before they left and more is rolling in after their success.
To get the flavour of the expedition go to…

Fully Insured and
Certificated
I.C.S. Registered
ALSO SWEEP LOGBURNERS

West Dean Pre-School
Nursery
Ages 2½ - 5
Monday to Friday
9.05am - 1pm
(Within the grounds of West Dean
Primary School)

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=0FFd4Eni_EU&feature=youtu.be

RSPB Events for MARCH
NUTBOURNE: Wednesday 9th: Morning Bird Walk on
Nutbourne Marsh with Carole Griffiths of the RSPB. Meet end of
Farm Lane, Map Ref: SU775054 at 10am
CHICHESTER: Wednesday 23rd: Illustrated Talk by David Kjaer
on “English Wildlife - Spring and Summer” to the RSPB at The
Pallant Suite, Masonic Hall, South Pallant, Chichester at 7.30pm:
Entrance members £2.50/visitors £3.50: wheelchair access
BURPHAM: Saturday 19th: Morning Bird Walk on The Burgh with Krys Furlepa
of the RSPB. Meet end at T junction at top of hill, Map Ref: TQ042096 at 9.30am

SUSSEX WILDLIFE TRUST Events for MARCH
CHICHESTER: Tuesday 22nd: Illustrated Talks by local wildlife enthusiasts/
photographers to the Sussex Wildlife Trust, Friends Meeting House, Priory Road,
Chichester at 7.30pm: Entrance £2: wheelchair access
CHICHESTER CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS Tasks for MARCH
EBERNOE: Sunday 6th: Conservation - Woodland Management with Peter
Etheridge of the Chichester Conservation Volunteers at The Furze, Butcherlands
from 10am: 01243 783365 or 07833 703418
LAVINGTON: Sunday 13th: Conservation - Heathland Management on Lavington
Common with Ian Godfrey of the Chichester Conservation Volunteers from 10am:
01243 782501 or 07746 749047

Maria Wildman, 01243 262833, w ildthin gs2@w aitr ose.co m
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For

more information
phone

Paula
on

01243 811423

MOTHERING SUNDAY AND QUIZ
NIGHT AT THE STAR AND
GARTER
Tim Weeks
It’s Mothering Sunday next week (March 6th) and the daffodils are out all over
Sussex, like yellow trumpets sounding in salute! The more cynical among you may
point out that the daffs have been out since just after Christmas, it’s all to do with
global warming, and that by midsummer the whole country’s going to look like the
Palm House at Kew, but this is not the time for long-range weather forecasts.
This is the time for suggesting that if you’re thinking of taking your mum out for
lunch or dinner next Sunday (or any other day for that matter) you couldn’t do
better than East Dean’s Star and Garter Inn. As well as the usual selection of top
quality roasts with all the trimmings, freshly prepared by chefs Malcom Peskett
and Dominic Albery, there will be Mothering Sunday specials such as fillet of
salmon in a prawn thermidor sauce or vegetarian risotto, all preceded with a bowl
of queen olives steeped in the Star’s famous marinade. To make the decision really
easy the price for the Mothering Sunday menu is £15 for one course, £20 for two.
If it’s warm enough you can have pre-lunch drinks in the garden, a perfect suntrap in the middle of the day, and a chance to look at the one absolutely unique
feature of the Star and Garter. Whilst other pubs can claim to be ‘waterside’ by
dint of simply being next to a river, the Star is the only one with a river actually
starting underneath it! One of the many springs that break at East Dean and flow
down to form the River Lavant comes up below the floor of the pub, and runs out
through holes in the front wall at ground level, built for that purpose in the 19th
Century. Or if the springs have stopped running by that time, you can monitor
where the water level is by looking down the well, which is far older than the rest
of the building and dates from the time when the site was a farmhouse with a beer
license that brewed its own ale on the premises. Who knows what that tasted like;
nowadays the beer comes from the award-winning Arundel Brewery, whilst
Hennings of Pulborough supply an unfailing selection of top quality wines to suit
any taste and budget. Sundays are always a busy day at the Star, Mothering
Sunday particularly so, and since space is limited booking is strongly advised, to
avoid ending up somewhere not quite as good.
Since that’s what’s happening on the first Sunday in March, the penultimate quiz
for this season will be on the second – March 13th. If you enjoy a good quiz and
you haven’t experienced one of landlord John Standerwick’s then you really really
should. A great mixture of General Knowledge questions; not so hard that you
need a degree in Ancient Greek, but not so easy your dog could answer them;
Current Affairs up to and including stuff that was on the news in the morning, and
six other rounds that could have almost any theme! They’re brain-taxing but goodhumoured, and such a fun night out for £10 including supper is, I can assure you,
a bargain. If you already have a team book a table, if not just turn up and team up
with some new friends. By the way, here’s a tip: the pictures in the picture round
are generally of people who been mentioned elsewhere in the quiz, but some only
very very tangentially…………..

Specialist CACI Clinic
As a highly experienced practitioner, I can offer CACI treatments at
my treatment room in Lavant or in the comfort of your home.
 Tightens, lifts & tones facial muscles
 Softens fine lines
 Improves the skins appearance

 The UK’s most popular non-surgical
anti-ageing treatment
 Over 20 years medical research, proven
results & celebrity endorsements

I also offer:
Facials, waxing, reflexology, massage, manicures, pedicures, pamper parties

Karyn: 07769 183908
e: karyn@beauty-onthemove.co.uk
w: beauty-onthemove.co.uk
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SINGLETON &
CHARLTON
PARISH
COUNCIL NEW
WEBSITE
Please take a look at our new
website which tells you everything
you need to know about your local
PC.
You will find information on:
 Meetings including agendas and

draft minutes
 Who your councillors are and

what they are responsible for
 Policies
 Budget & expenditure
 Resilience including Winter

emergencies
 How to become a councillor and

get involved
www.singletonparishcouncil.co.uk

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Do you have LPG?
Qualified in all your LPG domestic cooker &
boiler installation, servicing needs

Plus LPG swimming pool boilers
Please see main advert for other services
T/A Bletchley Spas & Pools,
Brightside, Singleton, West
Sussex, PO18 0EX

01243 811960
07941 039378

The Valley Parish of East Dean, Singleton & West Dean

Church News
A warm welcome awaits you at our Services in March 2016
Sunday 6th
Mothering Sunday

8am
10am

Communion at Singleton Church
Communion at East Dean Church

Sunday 13th

8am
10am

Communion at East Dean Church
Communion at Singleton Church

Sunday 20th
Palm Sunday

8am
10am

Communion at Singleton Church
Communion at West Dean Church (With AllStars)

Thursday 24th

6.30pm

Maundy Thursday communion at West Dean Church (With Foot
Washing)

Friday 25th
Good Friday

2.15pm - 3.15pm
2pm – 4pm

Sunday 27th

8am
10am

Meditation at West Dean Church
Children’s Activity Afternoon at Singleton (Venue TBC
see notice boards)

Communion at East Dean Church
Family Communion service at West Dean Church

Other information
Open office at The Rectory, most Thursday’s 9am- 1pm. Drop in for an informal
chat with Rev Kev. Or if you’d prefer a home visit at a different time; please phone
01243 811213.
Band practice for family services; 2pm at West Dean Church. Most Saturdays in
April/ May and June.
Parents & School’s support group; 1.40- 2.40pm at The Rectory. Next date will be
Tuesday 15th March.

Priest-In-Charge

Church Wardens

Rev Kev Robinson

Mrs Wendy Goacher 01243 811641
Mrs Lisa Emmerson 01243 811939

The Rectory
Singleton
PO18 0EZ
01243 811213

PCC Secretary

Email; k.robinson275@btinternet.com

Mrs Karen Searle Barrett
Karen.chris1@btinternet.com
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GAMES NIGHT AT THE
PARTRIDGE INN AND
MUCH MORE!

BRIDGE IN
SINGLETON

New Games Night. Ever y Mo n day star tin g
on the 14th of March from 6pm onwards. All
welcome. Bring a game of your choice and come along with your friends or on
your own and make some new friends, playing for fun with great company. Special
menu available on the night if you choose to eat and play.
The Partridge Pamper Party on 3rd March. An evenin g for the ladies
and a fantastic chance to purchase products from the Tropica skincare range in
time for Mothers day or as a treat for yourself. This range is free from chemicals,
suitable for vegans and made from natural fresh ingredients, pop along with no
obligation to purchase but a great opportunity to try these products and meet new
friends. (Raffle tickets available for £2 a ticket to win products from this range to
the value of £128* All money raised to go to The RNLI charity.)

Our informal Bridge Group is
now meeting regularly in The
Partridge Inn on a Tuesday
afternoon, although personnel
varies depending on other
commitments. We also have
interest from a few Lavant
residents! If you would like to
join us without obligation please
ring David on 01243 811451, or
Di on 07759 565703

6th March is Mothers’ Day so w hy n o t tr eat yo u r Mu m to a deliciou s
lunch. A set menu is available for £24.95 for three courses or £19.95 for 2 course.
Booking is essential to avoid disappointment as limited places now available.
Spirit FM Live Quiz. Co m e alo n g and help The Par tridge Team w in
Battle of The Boozers live on local radio SpiritFM. All welcome. Starting at
11.45am on Sunday the 27th March. Be part of our winning team!
Mid Summer Murder. Date to fo llo w . An even in g of fu n , m yster y an d
murder to be held in the garden with a BBQ and hog roast. James bond theme,
dress up, even have a part. Keep an eye on our website for further
details partridgeinn.co.uk
Lots going on at The Partridge Inn at Singleton - 811251

ST WILFRIDS HOSPICE: THE TEAM
BEYOND THE BUILDING
St Wilfrids Hospice in Chichester opened
its doors in 1987 and since then has
cared for over 14,000 patients and their
families. The work of the Hospice
stretches way beyond its Donnington
premises, and this outreach care is aptly
demonstrated by the role of the Clinical
Nursing Staff (CNS) who provide
palliative care support, advice, care coordination and much more throughout
the community.
There are 10 CNS nurses in total, and
their main role is to provide support to patients and their families, advise on
symptom control, and provide direction to other related services, including for
example, occupational therapy, physiotherapy, chaplaincy and carers. Their
advisory support work also extends to families, friends and neighbours.
Each nurse is assigned to a GP Practice and works closely with the Practice team.
The CNS nurses have a key role in assessing new patients, not only their
immediate health issues but also housing, family and financial considerations,
including any benefits that might be available.
The Team also works closely with NHS Community Nurses and if a patient is
admitted to hospital, they will co-ordinate with the nurses at St. Richards
Hospital. Visits are arranged to patients in care and nursing homes, and they also
run courses on palliative care for staff in care homes and those working in the
community.
Listening, understanding, and helping patients come to terms with their illness
are the key qualities demonstrated by this dedicated team which brings the
support of the Hospice into the community that extends far beyond it.
St. Wilfrid’s Hospice, Chichester, 01243 775302, www.stwh.co.uk
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Careful & competent

WINDOW
CLEANING
STEPHEN PINE

Please ask for a quotation

stephennpine@gmail.com

01243 670191
07887 752056

Calling all Singleton and Charlton Residents!
COME AND CELEBRATE HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II’S 90th
BIRTHDAY ON SUNDAY 12th JUNE AT THE VILLAGE HALL
We will be having a hog roast cooked by West Dean’s Forest Hogs accompanied by delicious
salads made by the village hall committee. There will be sausages too for the children who
may prefer that. Vegetarian sausages too will be provided.
Donations of cakes will be most welcome for dessert. There will be no charge.
Event starts at 4pm.
Soft drinks, tea and coffee will be available. Bring your own drinks, plus table and chairs.
Further details to follow on a flier. We will be asking for an idea of numbers for catering
purposes. Make and wear a crown if you like.
There will be a prize for best adult crown and best child’s.

SUBSTANTIAL REWARD
OFFERED IN GOODWOOD
ROBBERY INVESTIGATION
A substantial reward is being offered for information leading to the recovery of
heirlooms stolen in a robbery at Goodwood House, near Chichester, on 13
January.
Detective Inspector Till Sanderson, from the Surrey and Sussex Major Crime
Team, who is leading the investigation, said: "Much of this treasured property is
irreplaceable and my team, working closely with Lord and Lady March and the
Goodwood Estate, is making every effort to trace it and identify those responsible.
We have made a nationwide appeal to those with specialist knowledge, the
Metropolitan Police Arts and Antiques Team and all police forces, as well as
dealers, pawnbrokers, auction houses and Interpol, amongst others. I hope the
offer of a substantial reward by the insurers, for information leading to the
recovery of important items of jewellery and personal effects of historical
significance, will encourage anyone who knows anything to come forward. We will
continue to liaise with them as part of our investigation. My team are seeking
forensic evidence in this case and intelligence from other forces regarding similar
offences. We are determined to find the offenders and urge anyone who may know
anything to contact police on 101 quoting Operation Forster or alternatively call
the independent charity Crime stoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111
(www.crimestoppers-uk.org). In relation to the reward offer for information
leading to the recovery of the property contact Chris Monks, the insurers'
representative, on 01483 891999.”
Crime Update: If you have seen or heard anything related to these incidents please
contact Sussex Police here, email 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk, call 101 or contact
Crime Stoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
MOT’s, Servicing
Diagnostics, Tyres, Exhausts
Air Con Servicing
Body Repairs
General Mechanical Repairs
Free vehicle collection/
delivery within 6 mile radius
Courtesy Car Available

Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

Tel: 01730 813000
Fax: 01730 812227
M B Motors Midhurst Ltd

Wedglen Park
Bepton Road, Midhurst
West Sussex, GU29 9RE
info@mbmotors-midhurst.co.uk
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KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748

CALLING ALL
MAKERS TO
DESIGN AND
CRAFT FAIR
FEATURING MADE
West Dean College, 3th - 5th June 2016
www.westdean.org.uk
The successful West Dean Design and
Craft Fair will be returning for its third
year. Exhibitor registration is now open
and the College is calling for
printmakers, designers and makers to
show and sell their work. There will be
additional hands-on taster workshops
and free demonstrations in
contemporary art and craft run by the
College. Last year over 5,000 people
enjoyed the event which takes place in
the grounds and workshops of West
Dean, organised by the College in
collaboration with the team behind the
highly successful MADE London, MADE
Brighton and the Brighton Art Fair. New
for this year is a dedicated print section
exhibiting and selling original prints.
“The Design and Craft Fair has proved
hugely successful with an amazing array
of original crafts to admire and buy on
the stands,” commented Alison Baxter,
Head of Creative Enterprise at the
College. “To whet visitors’ appetite we
are increasing the number of highly
popular, professional workshops for
2016, from basketweaving to making a
silver ring or a colourful print, and many
more.”
The College has a reputation for teaching
in traditional and contemporary art and
craft.
Tickets for Design and Craft Fair will go
on sale early next year at

www.westdean.org.uk

Knot a Problem
A poem by Francis
I sit upon the wooded seat,
The shallow water below.
I stare back at the crocodile's eyes,
But no fear do I show.
Their glare is unrelenting,
They never, ever blink.
But they do not worry me one bit,
"That's crazy" I'm sure you think.
And just a little further away,
Though still very close to me,
There flies another fearsome beast,
A giant hovering bee.

Little Hair Company
FREELANCE
HAIRDRESSING
SERVICE

L
H

C

SALON STYLING AT HOME
CUTTING, COLOURING AND
BARBERING
9 YEARS EXPERIENCE,
QUALIFIED AND INSURED
Professional, friendly service

Call today for a consultation
07722 132252

Will it change course and attack?
I know that's not the case.
Never will it look my way,
Then start a frantic chase.
I turn my head a little,
And what is it I spy?
A bird with a vicious pointed beak,
Has now just caught my eye.
Yet still I sit in total calm,
They'll not harm me that's for sure,
For they're just the shapes of the
knots in the wood,
That decorate the bathroom floor!

CHICHESTER
FESTIVAL THEATRE
2016 PROGRAMME
NOW ANNOUNCED

01730817359
07742874883
shaunthesweep@aol.com
Midhurst based
All types of chimneys swept
Birds’ nests removed
Brush and vacuum
No mess / No Fuss - Fully insured

BOOKING NOW FOR MEMBERS

TRAVELS WITH MY AUNT
AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE
ROSS
HALF A SIXPENCE
LOVES LABOURS LOST
MUCH ADO ABOUT
NOTHING
PETER PAN CFYT
LOTS MORE…

Your local community Museum

Upcoming events

 Mothering Sunday, 6 March


Shakespeare Family Day, 19 March



Easter at the Museum, 25, 27 & 28 March

Become a member
Benefits of annual membership include free
admission (inc. special events), Museum magazines and 10% discount in our shop and cafe.

Courses & learning
We run an exciting range of courses in
traditional rural trades and crafts, plus historic
building conservation.

Volunteers needed
Thinking of volunteering? There are positions
from the Museum’s shop to animal care.
Flexible hours to suit your lifestyle and full
training provided. Come and join our friendly
team!

Venue hire
Hire a room for children’s parties, weddings,
wakes, functions and business use. Our fields
are also available for hire for e.g. car club
meetings.

www.wealddown.co.uk | 01243 811348
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The National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) is
warning people of the dangers of Recovery Room
fraudsters targeting former victims of Timeshare
fraud.
Recovery Room Fraud refers to a scam whereby fraudsters contact the
victims of previous frauds, often by way of cold calling them, and claim
to be able to recover previously lost funds. In July 2014 the Financial
Services Authority (FSA) estimated that 30% of people who had lost
money through Investment fraud would also fall victim to a Recovery
Room fraud.
When Recovery Room fraudsters target victims of timeshare frauds
they usually claim to be a legal professional or a representative of a
government agency (normally within the country where the original
timeshare property was based) in order to legitimise the scam. The
fraudsters know personal details about the victim and their previous
investment which gives them credibility. They claim that the advanced
fees requested are for ‘local taxes’ or ‘litigation costs’ incurred during
the recovery of the funds. It is suspected that the persons behind
Recovery Room frauds are often the same people involved in the
original scams even though these crimes may have occurred years
earlier.
Initially, a small fee, typically in the region of £200-400, is requested
by the fraudsters which they often claim is refundable as part of a ‘nowin no-fee’ basis. The fraudsters rely on the victims seeing this as a
nominal fee compared to the amounts lost, which often run into the
tens-of-thousands of pounds, and therefore worth paying if it facilitates
the return of their money. Once paid, various excuses are made by the
fraudsters to explain delays in the recovery of the funds. Subsequently,
further larger amounts are then requested by the fraudsters. Needless
to say, no refunds ever materialise and no money is ever recovered.
Protect Yourself
Never respond to unsolicited phone calls – if in doubt, hang up.
Always check that the details of the organisation or company
contacting you (such as website, address and phone number) are
correct – the fraudsters may be masquerading as a legitimate
organisation.
Don’t be fooled by a professional looking website as nowadays the cost
of creating a professional website is easily affordable.
Be wary of any firms or individuals asking for advanced fees.
Consider seeking independent legal and/or financial advice before
making a decision.
If you believe that you have been a victim of fraud you can
report it online:http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
report_fraud or by telephone: 0300 123 2040
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WEST DEAN TEA AND CHAT
Are you an older person living in the
valley who would enjoy meeting with
others in pleasant surroundings?
Come and join us at West Dean Gardens
restaurant or The Dean (check Diary) on
alternate Mondays, fortnightly from
10.30am to 12.00noon. Come and find out
more and let us know the kind of activities
and opportunities that would benefit you
and your community. For further
information (ladies and gentlemen of
retirement age) please contact Barbara
Boxall on 01243 839785

HOSPITAL TRANSPORT
There used to be a Hospital Transport scheme
around the valley to help those who needed a lift for
critical appointments. It seemed to cease a few years
ago but there is evidence of a current need. If you are
interested in helping to sort out a scheme or are in
need, please get in touch.
If you can help please contact John Elliott on
811786.

SCHOOLS SERVICES
OFFICER
The Weald & Downland Museum is seeking a handson, dynamic individual with demonstrable
enthusiasm and energy to coordinate and deliver the
Museum's school service to primary and secondary
key stage students. The learning resources include
the Museum's extensive Collections and Downland
environment, and there will be an expectation that
further learning opportunities will be developed in
line with the Museum's objectives. The role also
works closely with Interpretation team colleagues to
enhance site-wide learning. To find out more and
apply, visit www.wealddown.co.uk/get-involved/
working-for-us/. Applications close at 5pm on
Friday 4th March 2016 and all interviews will take
place on Tuesday 22nd March 2016.

DID YOU KNOW ?

SINGLETON STATION
AND VINYARD
Singleton has been described as “the
most lavish station on the line” and as
“most unnecessarily extravagant”,
being built with four platforms,
arranged as two islands, as well as two
signal boxes, a goods shed and a
turntable. The railway company
anticipated substantial business from
Goodwood Racecourse and provided
facilities to cater for horseboxes as well
as additional trains bringing
racegoers. The station building was
situated at the end of a tree-lined
avenue from the village of West Dean.
The tracks were at a higher level than
the station buildings which were
surrounded on three sides by high
retaining walls, with access to the
island platforms by subway. To the left
of the main building, there was a large
toilet block in addition to those on the
platforms, built solely for the benefit of
the racegoers.
The line was closed to passenger traffic
in 1935 although freight services
continued until 1951 on the northern
section and to Lavant until
1970. Following closure, Lavant station
was sold and converted into flats,
although the canopy was dismantled
and sold to the Bluebell Railway for reerection at Horsted Keynes.
The former Singleton station was for
many years occupied by Chilsdown
Vineyards, operated by Ian and
Andrew Paget, who started producing
wine in 1974. They planted MullerThergau vines most popularly used for
Liebfraumilch wine.
The vineyard ceased trading in
2011 and the property is now owned
by West Dean Estate and is occupied as
a private residence.

LADIES’ NIGHT
AT THE STAR
Eden Davies
On Tuesday 9th February we had the
second of our three Ladies’ Nights at
the Star and Garter, East Dean. If we
thought the first was a success when
about a dozen ladies turned up, that
was nothing compared with this week
when over 20 arrived, giving the Star a
buzz it doesn’t usually have midweek in
February. It also demonstrates that
girls do like an easy night out for a
good chat just as much as the men do
The third night is planned for 15th
March at 7pm. Put it in your diary!
Anyone with a connection with the
Valley is welcome. You don’t have to
live here!

Letter to the Editor…
Peter Rice delivered The February
Edition of The Valley Diary to us as
usual this week.
I wanted to tell you that it is way the
best edition ever.
More articles of interest. More clever &
interesting adverts.
Keep up the good work.
Barry Phillips

MORE AT THE
MUSEUM!
6th March
Mothering Sunday (£5 entry)

19th March

Sale

Martins Antiques
House Clearance Service - Bi-Monthly Sale
West Stoke Village Hall
Saturday 26th March 2016
Always the last Saturday in the bi-monthly
month

10am – 2pm

25th, 27th & 28th March

Antiques, Vintage - Bric a Brac and Pre
Loved Items
Donation to Alzheimer’s Society

Easter!

Any queries phone Helen 07900 837491

Shakespeare Family Day

PUB - RESTAURANT - B&B
Steak Night Tuesday
Steak, grilled tomato &
fries for only £10
Locals Night
Every Thursday
Three course set menu for
only £13
Join us now for our newly
relaunched quiz night
First Thursday of every
month from 7.30pm
(3rd March)

Open Tues to Sun for…
(closed Mondays)
Breakfast 9 – 11.30am
Lunch 12 – 3pm
(Sunday 12 – 4pm)
Dinner 5.30 – 9.30pm
(no dinner service Sunday)
Book now for Mothering
Sunday
All mothers entered in our free
meal raffle

Email
thebar@thedeaninn.co.uk

Tel : 01243 811465 - www.thedeaninn.co.uk
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AN EVENING TO COMMEMORATE THE CHARLTON HUNT
Wednesday 30th March at East Dean village hall, 7pm
So many of us were out with cameras or just enjoying the spectacle of the commemorative hunt that Goodwood organised a
couple of weekends ago that I thought it would be nice to share photos and stories over a glass of mulled cider and a few
nibbles. Dick Pailthorpe has agreed to give us a talk on the history of the hunt and details of how some of the buildings in and
around Charlton were used in connection to the hunt back in the eighteenth century. Hopefully someone from Goodwood will
also be able to come and share their experiences of the weekend and I may even persuade a neighbour who rode on the day to
join us.
If as many people as possible brought a selection of their photographs however good or otherwise, (I suggest up to 20 of approx
7 x 5 size) we could display them around the hall, providing a good representation from various vantage points. Anyone willing
to do this would be invited to choose one print to enter into ‘The Charlton Hunt 2016‘ as voted for by those at the evening, with
the winner receiving a prize from Goodwood.
Please ring Helen Geddes on 811686 and bring your photographs to the hall by 6.30pm. A collection for Canine Partners will be
taken during the evening.

GET PLANTING! GROW
YOUR OWN DEMON RED
COMPETITION, CHILLI
FIESTA 2016 THREE DAY
FESTIVAL WITH
CAMPING 5TH, 6TH &
7TH AUGUST 2016
www.westdeangardens.org.uk

West Dean Gardens have launched a
new Grow Your Own Chilli Plant
competition to announce Chilli
Fiesta 2016. The festival is to
encourage festival-goers to try their
hand at growing their own chilli
plants. Growers can bring their
plants to Chilli Fiesta for judging by
Sarah Wain, West Dean Gardens’
Supervisor and chilli expert. The
lucky winner will win a trophy, plus
a Thompson & Morgan £100
voucher against future catalogue and
online purchases. Second prize: £50
voucher and Third prize £25
voucher.
The weekend programme of live
entertainment for Chilli Fiesta 2016
will be announced soon.

Letter to the Editor…
My daughter Hester and I recently
walked up the newly opened
Centurion Way to West Dean.
Approaching the village we felt
delightfully disorientated as we
emerged from the spectacular railway
tunnel under the A286 and soon
found ourselves looking down on the
Warren and the village as we passed
over the motor road. Then the next
tunnel entrance came looming up.
This is currently blocked, partly due
to the rare bats which live there.
Might it be opened one day? The plan
is to link up with the South Downs
Way above Cocking but there are
several tunnels to navigate or bypass
on the way. A long term but very
worthwhile project. At the moment
you cannot get off the Way at West
Dean, an understandable cause of
frustration, but I am assured that a
proper exit is being urgently
negotiated. Walkers and cyclists will
then be able to come up all the way
from Fishbourne to visit the shop
and its cafe the village, the pub, the
Church, the School and West Dean
Gardens.
Peter Rice

SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS
## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##
FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 1QD

Tel: 01243 531298

www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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M N ELECTRICAL
Electrical Installation and
Design
Inspection and Testing
From a new socket to a
complete rewire
NICEIC Approved Contractor

Call 01243 573790
Clive 07932 623763

Times of our Lives
JIGSAWS & POSTERS
1950s * 1960s * 1970s * 1980s &
20th Century
IDEAL BIRTHDAY GIFTS
PIECE TOGETHER THE PAST
www.timesofourlivesart.co.uk

WI TALK ON WHALE ISLAND,
PORTSMOUTH
Thursday 17th March, 7pm, Singleton Village Hall, Helen Geddes
Singleton and East Dean WI invites you to join us for a talk given by Lt
Commander Brian Witts, about the creation of Whale Island and its history as the
Royal Navy’s Gunnery training school HMS Excellent during the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. The Island is on the right hand side as you enter Portsmouth
from the A27.
My own family connection with HMS Excellent comes through my Great
Grandfather, Captain Alexander Grant who had a very distinguished career from
boy seaman aged 16 in 1888 to Captain of HMS Victory throughout World War II.
Having completed two years training he joined a sailing survey ship bound for
Australia and was quickly was promoted to Able Seaman and then Petty Officer.
On his return to England 4 years later he was sent to HMS Excellent for Gunnery
training for which he was rated VG 1. He was then asked to follow on with the
Gunnery Instructors Course which he passed with 100% and immediately
afterwards the Warrant Gunners course which he passed with a thesis of 95%. He
was still only 23 years old and this achievement of taking all three courses
consecutively is thought to be almost unique.
He then had several postings as Warrant Gunner (due to regulations he was
unable to gain further promotion for further 24 years) until in 1905 he returned to
HMS Excellent in charge of all instruction at West Battery. Sadly this building is
no longer there but in Great Grandfather’s day was 440 yds long and held up to 40
classes at a time, training Officers and seamen in all aspects of Heavy Gun
operations. At the end of his tour on Whale Island (1908) he was appointed to the
flag ship HMS King Edward VII where he spent a further three years before
returning to HMS Excellent and Whale Island as Gunner in charge of Grounds,
(known as Wormy to the men): This meant he was responsible for all buildings,
the grounds and zoo, (yes, it really did have a proper zoo with Polar Bears, Lions
etc until the outbreak of WW II when the risk of falling bombs setting the animals
free amongst the population of Portsmouth became too great!).
At the outbreak of World War I he was retained on the Island as being more….
...continue reading at tinyurl.com/whaleisland at The Valley Diary Google+
Online Community (www.valleydiary.org)

Singleton and Charlton Parish Council
Parish Council Meetings for 2016
Wednesday evenings starting at 7pm in Singleton Village Hall

16th March, 25th May - Annual Parish Meeting, 20th July
21st September, 23rd November
Members of the public are welcome to attend and if you have something you
would like discussed please get in touch with the clerk who can put it on the
agenda. Agendas will be published no later than three working days before a
meeting and minutes are available.
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Freelance P.A. Services
PA-4U provides Secretarial & PA
Support for you at work or at home
Flexible * Personal * Bespoke
Reliable * Friendly * Affordable
Tel: 07711 626196
Email: jan@pa-4u.co.uk
www.pa-4u.co.uk

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey
BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK

The
Earl of
March
01243 533993
CHAMPAGNE & SEAFOOD SHACK
OPENING SOON!!
MOULES,FRITES & MUSCADET
EVERY TUESDAY £12.50!!

SET MENU

2 COURSE £18.50 3 COURSE £21.50
Lunch 12-2.30pm & Dinner 5.30-7pm

www.theearlofmarch.com

Time for You

FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mountfor d is th e
Warden in East Dean. Like to report a blocked path or
broken style? Please give her a call on 811358
LUCY’S YOGA CLASSES Mond ays. S ingleton
Village Hall. 2.30 to 3.45. Lucy Younger 01243 572245
luyounger@talktalk.net
HOME FOOT CARE Foo t, leg w ash ing an d n ail
clipping service in your own home. Includes
moisturising massage. Nail painting if required.
Qualified and insured. 01243 811442 evenings
DOG WALKER/HOUSE SITTER AVAILABLE
Reliable/friendly/trustworthy. References available.
Call Kate on 07980 604062
www.KatesK9companions.com
IS THERE ANYONE in the V alley w ho w o uld
like to help run a one person household? Pay, hours,
and duties could be very variable and agreed by
discussion. Please ring 07771 785234
CHIROPODIST and PODIATRIST H ighly
recommended. Conveniently in Midhurst. JOHN
DOBLE Bsc Hons BA Hons MChS Tel. 01730 812312
JANE CHITTY - ART CLASSES A br an d n ew
class at Roussillon Community Hall, Broyle Road, on
Mondays from 9.45am to 12noon. For more details
please contact jane.chitty1@gmail.com or 07833
737997 or 01243 776767

Selling your property is easy. Just advertise it online and wait
for the buyers to flock to your door!! If only!
Sadly, too many estate agents rely on this approach, which
inevitably results in disappointment. Indeed, in some respects
finding the buyer is the easy bit. But, when you think about it,
there is far more to moving than simply finding a buyer.
At the refreshingly different estate agency Jackson-Stops &
Staff , we believe in helping you move, and this means going
far beyond the service offered by most estate agents.
It all starts with the amount of time, commitment and
personal accountability that we invest in our valued clients.
We won’t simply rush in, measure up, stick pictures of your
property in our window and hope for the best. We will take the
time and trouble to understand all relevant aspects of your
situation and then we will work with you to achieve what you
want.
This may well be the highest price possible, the fastest sale,
the most discreet sale, the “right” person for your treasured
home, or you may simply want to dip your toe in the water
and test the market.
Whatever your motivation to market your property, we
understand, we’re highly flexible, and we’re on your side.
Additionally, as we are independent of any corporate
influence, we are not here to sell you any associated products,
although mortgages and conveyancing services are of course
available if you need them, and we’re prepared to invest as
much time as you require from us.
Why not call us on 01243 786316 and arrange an informal
chat. You’ll find we take the time to listen, understand and
support your move wherever we can.
Andrew Richardson FNAEA MARLA, 01243 786316

FRENCH PROPERTY LINKS View over 13,000
properties for sale in all regions
FrenchPropertyLinks.com
FOR BUYING AND SELLING PROPERTY IN FRANCE
A VACANCY exists at The Cou ntess of Der by ’s
Almshouses, Boxgrove Almshouses provide
accommodation at reasonable cost for anyone in
need. Please contact Mrs Jean Collyer 01243 773661
for details.
PREGNANCY YOGA CLASSES W ed n esday
evenings 7.15pm—8.45pm. Classes through each
trimester 12 weeks to birth. Chilgrove Business Centre,
PO18 9HU. jacqui@chichesteryoga.co.uk
01243 535223 or 07854 441010
DOG GROOMING at S M ART DOGS B athed and
professionally groomed, Lesley 01243 811805, East
Dean
CLEANINGSERVICES/PET SITTING/HOUSE
SITTING REQUIRED? Reliable, professional service
offered with references available throughout the Valley.
Contact Sarah: karnsarah@yahoo.co.uk with your
requirements or 07919 287000
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The Diary
March 2016
Sun 6th Mo ther 's Day: W est Dean
Gardens
Sun 6th Mo therin g Su nday:
Weald & Downland Museum
Mon 7th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am: West Dean Gardens, Visitors
Centre
Wed 16th Sin gleton & Char lto n
Parish Council Meeting, Singleton
Village Hall, 7pm
Thu 17th Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, Singleton Village Hall, 7pm –
Open Meeting. Guest Speaker Lt. Com.
B. Witts, History of Whale Island
Sat 19th Shakespear e Fam ily Day:
Weald & Downland Museum
Mon 21st W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am
Tue 22nd Co py Deadlin e The
Valley Diary April 2016 Edition:
12noon
Wed 23rd Sin gleto n Lu n ch Clu b
Wed 23rd - Fri 27th Easter Egg
Trail: West Dean Gardens
Fri 25th, Sun 27th & Mon 28th
Easter at the Weald & Downland
Museum
Fri 25th - Mon 28th Easter Egg
Trail: West Dean Gardens
Sun 27th B r itish Su m m er Tim e
begins
Wed 30th Char lto n Hu n t
Commemoration: East Dean Village
Hall: 7pm

April 2016
Mon 4th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am: West Dean Gardens, Visitors
Centre
Mon 18th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am
Thu 21st Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, East Dean Village Hall, 7pm –
Open Meeting. Guest Speaker Emily
Bardon, Everyone Can Sing
Mon 25th The Valley Gar den in g
Club Bacon Bap Morning, 10.30am,
East Dean Village Hall
Mon 25th East Dean Par ish
Council Meeting: East Dean Village
Hall: 7.30pm
Wed 27th Sin gleto n Lu n ch Clu b
Sat 30th Goo dw oo d Ho r se Racin g
Sat 30th - Sun 1st (May) Ho u se

Opening: West Dean Gardens

May 2016
Mon 9th W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am: West Dean Gardens, Visitors
Centre
Thu 19th - Sat 21st Goodw ood
Horse Racing
Thu 19th Sin gleton & East Dean
WI, Singleton Village Hall, 7pm.
Resolution Meeting
Mon 23rd W est Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am
Wed 25th Sin gleton Lu n ch Clu b
Wed 25th Sin gleton & Char lton
Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting,
Singleton Village Hall, 7pm

June 2016
Fri 3rd Fr iday Night Goodw ood
Horse Racing
Sun 5th Goodw ood Hor se Racin g
Fri 10th Friday Night Goodwood Horse
Racing
Sat 11th East
Dean Village Fete
Sun 12th Qu een 's
90th Birthday
Celebration:
Singleton Village
Hall: 4pm
Mon 13th W est
Dean Tea & Chat:
10.30am: West
Dean Gardens,
Visitors Centre
Thu 16th
Singleton & East
Dean WI, Singleton
Village Hall, 7pm. A
Crafty Evening
Fri 17th
Gentlemen’s Lunch,
East Dean Village
Hall, 12.30pm
Fri 17th Fr iday
Night Goodwood
Horse Racing
Sat 18th & Sun
19th W ests
Wood Fair: 10am 5pm
Sat 18th & Sun
19th Raisin g the
Frame: Weald &
Downland Museum
22

Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going
on, in and around the villages of the Lavant
Valley in the coming months. Do please let us
know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it
next time for the benefit of all
Lots more in the Diary online

www.valleydiary.org
Head on over for as many of the dates for
2016 as we can scoop up. Please email
any events that you can think of to
ted@valleydiary.org
Deadline for the April 2016 Edition
All information for inclusion to arrive by

12noon please o n
Tuesday 22nd March 2016

ted@valleydiary.org
Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything you
have to share with your community
should arrive as soon as possible please.
Please don’t routinely wait ‘til the 11th
hour!

LIVE MUSIC

QUALITY SEASONED LOGS

Wednesday 2nd of March from 9pm
Back by popular demand - acoustic guitar led indie pop from
Midhurst:

FOR YOUR WOOD-BURNING STOVE OR OPEN FIRE


The Wide Eyes

FROM LOCAL SUSTAINABLE WOODLAND




EASTER Fri 25th - Mon 28th March

With Easter falling earlier this year don’t forget to book your
table, give us a bell today.

CUT AND SPLIT TO YOUR EXACT
REQUIREMENTS

FOX CLAY SHOOTS
Spaces available:
20th February – FULL
19th March
16th April
21st May

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 15 MILES


FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE

01243 811461

EMAIL – info@mjoforestry.com

enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com
www.thefoxgoesfree.com

PHONE – 07801 737415 / 01243 811806

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter
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SPRING!
The Valley Diary - Bringing you news, reviews, information and entertainment

CHARLTON HUNT REVIVAL MEETING
Richard Pailthorpe
Some 250 years after its 18th century heyday, the famous Charlton Hunt has been
revived. Dressed in the distinctive Charlton Hunt colours over 100 hunt followers
met outside Fox Hall on February 6th 2016. Built by the 2nd Duke of Richmond in
1731 as his hunting lodge, it was only later named Fox Hall. Nicknamed “the Dome”,
the original Hall was designed by the famous architect Lord Burlington and its
whereabouts in the village remains a mystery. It was used as “a banqueting room,
saloon, concert room, drawing room, assembly and ballroom”.
The most important day in the history of the hunt took place on January 26th 1739
when in “the greatest chase that ever was” the hounds covered some 57 miles from
8.15am until 5.50pm.
The Charlton Hunt was regarded as the premier foxhunt in the country and
attracted the elite of society including the ill-fated Duke of Monmouth who said that
should he become king, he would create his court at Charlton. He was Charles 11’s
eldest illegitimate son and three of Charles’ other natural sons were also keen
huntsmen, including the 1st Duke of Richmond, who acquired Goodwood as his
hunting box and the rest they say is history.

Singleton & East Dean
WI Receive Centenary
Certificates

WEST DEAN SNOWDROPS

Yvonne Price, Chair of
West Sussex Federation
of the WI presented
Helen Geddes, Vice Chair
of Singleton & East Dean
WI with two Centenary
Certificates, one from
West Sussex and one
from National, in
recognition of their
momentous anniversary!
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