Priceless

www.thevalleydiary.org

More of what you’re looking for. Locally.

November 2021

Singleton and District Branch of the Royal
British Legion

REMEMBRANCE
SERVICE

THE BLUE BELL
COCKING’S LOCAL
SUCCESS STORY:
BY LOCAL
PEOPLE, FOR
LOCAL PEOPLE

SUNDAY 14th NOVEMBER
SINGLETON CHURCH
2.45pm
We are running a recruitment campaign due to the lack of members so trying to
increase the membership in order to prevent the branch from being closed down
in it’s centenary year. Membership at present stands at £17 a year. This will enable
us to support the branch and the Legion. Please do consider joining us and help
everyone not to forget. Malcolm Scott, 07850 883330

REDUCING OUR CARBON FOOTPRINT
In advance of the international COP26 climate conference in Glasgow, the
Singleton and East Dean WI held an open day at the Village Hall, for local groups
and businesses to demonstrate what they are doing to reduce our carbon
footprint. See Page 7 for full report.

We’re happy to establish a partnership
with The Blue Bell at Cocking as the
people of the village pull together to
make the venture work. Turn to page 6 to
read the whole story and what they can
offer our local villages now...

THE STAR & GARTER

East Dean
TUESDAY 9th NOVEMBER
7pm
We are now back on the 2nd Tuesday
of each month! Everyone is welcome!

More stunning shots from our local photographer, Nadine Duty.
Above is Hat Hill Road view and below, an early one in Charlton
Woods. Super! nadinedutyphotographer.co.uk

The Earl of March
Country Pub & Restaurant
Seafood & Game Specialties

Country Plush Ambience,
Superb Cuisine & Wide Range of
Fine Wines & Ales
Look out for our Foodie Festivals!

We look forward to
welcoming you!
Lavant Road, Lavant,
Nr Chichester PO18 0BQ
Tel: 01243 533993
www.theearlofmarch.com
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN THE ARTS?

Tickets from Monday 8th November

2022

Events

Are you interested in paintings, music, the theatre, sculpture,
decorative items, historic houses or cities - or any aspect of the
Arts? If so, why not join your local Arts Society, which covers
Chichester and a wide surrounding area.
The Arts Society Lavant Valley is a long-established, friendly and lively group
which meets for world class lectures monthly in the Assembly Room in
Chichester between October and June. We also have specialist study days and
regular visits to galleries, museums and historic houses. And groups working
on heritage projects.
If you would like to join us please visit our website for more information…

www.theartssocietylavantvalley.org.uk
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79th Members’ Meeting: 9th & 10th April
Festival of Speed: 23rd – 26th June
Goodwood Revival: 16th – 18th September

October saw the completion of our Autumn sowing programme with
our winter wheat/vetch mixed crop going into the ground by the
middle of the month allowing it plenty of time to get well established
before winter.
The lambs are now close to finishing and all the cows have calved so we can now
settle into a winter rhythm of milking the cows, and keeping all the livestock fed,
watered and bedded.
This year we entered into a new
Government funded environmental
scheme known as ‘Countryside
Stewardship’ which supersedes an
earlier ten-year scheme that expired
last year. This includes a variety of
options such as winter bird feed plots,
flower-rich field margins and winter
cover crops. These options are
designed to provide important habitat
and a source of food for invertebrates,
pollinators and farmland birds such as
Yellowhammers, Corn Bunting and
Linnets. Much of our established
grassland is managed to provide
botanical diversity which supports a
variety of flora and wildlife.
Many of you will have heard of our
plan to sell organic milk in glass bottles
through a vending machine on the
farm using contactless payment. We
are waiting for the installation of a new
pasteurising plant and once that has
been commissioned, we should be
ready to go. Watch this space!
Photo top-right: It might look a mess
but this crop will provide vital food
for many farmland birds!
Farm Diary from Farmer John
and Team

4

Pressed Into Action

LAVANT MEMORIAL
HALL ACTIVITIES

A Poem by Francis
I went out flying yesterday,
They say I’m a pretty mean glider.
It all came to me quite naturally,
After drinking some local cider.
A swig or two of “Santa’s Special,”
Brewed just down the lane,
Sent me roaring across the field,
And I didn’t need a plane.
High octane stuff that scrumpy,
Launching me up towards heaven.
Arms outstretched, I took off midday,
With an ETA of eleven.
I looped the loop over East Dean,
Swooping low over the pond.
Waggling my ‘wings’ over Charlton,
Singleton, and all villages beyond.
Landing in the dark was tough,
Badly damaging my undercarriage.
Well, no landing lights to help me,
So ruining my chance of marriage.
When I told this to Pete the brewer,
The following offer he made.
He said next time I drink his cider,
He’ll get me a flight upgrade.

FRIENDLY CLUB
1st… Robert Heather, East Dean
2nd… Maurice Pollock, Singleton
3rd… John Lassetter, West Dean
The draw for October was made in a
beautifully decorated East Dean
Church celebrating Harvest
Thanksgiving on 3rd October and this
month all of the winners were
men! Many congratulations to them all,
sharing total prize money of £110. The
winnings have increased because we
have now sold just over 220 tickets, but
we still have numbers available should
anyone be interested. The next draw
will take place on Sunday
7th November at East Dean Church.

Wednesday 3rd November
2pm to 4pm
Bingo, Raffle, John Parkinson - Lovely
Guitar Player. Minibus meets 60 service
at Yarbrook Bus Stop at 1.30pm

COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB
Friday 12th November
7.30pm to 10.30pm
Concert: Live Music - Jim Worton &
Carol from East Anglia, £6

SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB
Every Thursday
7pm to 9.30pm
Sunday 2pm to 5pm
Tuition and Bowls provided. Flat shoes
needed.

For more on any of these
events, do call for a chat…

Tony Bleach

Petworth Festival
Literary Week

01243 527439
tonybleach@talktalk.net

There is something incredibly special
about hearing a well-known author – or
even a not-so-well-known author –
talking about their latest oeuvre’,
says Stewart Collins, Petworth Festival Literary Week’s Artistic Director. And that,
of course is exactly what is happening in Petworth now and until Sunday 7th
November. Audiences will have nearly 40 opportunities to meet in person
(and online) a huge range of authors that also includes Gyles Brandreth,
Alison Weir, Jeffrey Archer, Tessa Dunlop with Joyce Wilding and
historian Dan Jones. Whether it’s autobiography, discussing the science of
weather, illuminating the life and discoveries surrounding Tutankhamun, or the
shocking history of chemical and biological warfare, the Petworth Festival Literary
Week promises a fascinating addition to anyone’s diary at that otherwise dreariest
time of year.’

www.petworthfestival.org.uk

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:

•

Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.

•

Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)

•

Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication

•

Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist

•

Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday
9.30am - 5.30pm
(Lunch 1pm-2pm)

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk
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THE BLUE
BELL IN
COCKING
CHICHESTER AND
MIDHURST AGE UK
STOCK APPEAL
Age UK is the country's leading
charity dedicated to helping
everyone make the most of later
life.
The last eighteen months have been
difficult for everyone, and Age UK
services have been called upon by
thousands of older people who have no
one to turn to; often at their lowest
ebb, they are anxious, distressed and
often lonely.
Our shops urgently need good quality
items to sell to raise money. Your old
clothes could help us be there to
provide advice when an older person
needs somewhere to turn. The books
you no longer read could help put on a
dance class. And your bric-a-brac could
help brighten someone's day by helping
provide a regular friendship call.
Please donate your unwanted items to
one of our local shops at Crane Street,
Chichester or North Street, Midhurst.
For more information about what we
accept either give the shop a call or see
our website www.ageuk.org.uk
Chichester 01243 536174
Midhurst 01730 815673
If you are a UK taxpayer please think
about Gift Aiding your donation. For
every £1 we make from selling your
items, Gift Aid gives us an extra 25p.
Imagine what a difference that could
make and at no extra cost to you.
Kathy and Mary-Anne

The Blue Bell in Cocking (closed 3
years previously) was purchased
and refurbished by the local
community in 2019 and opened in
December of that year - only to
spend the large part of 2020
(along with all in the area) closed
due to Covid regulations!
In May 2021 it finally fully reopened
and has been going from strength to
strength since. Boosted by the
“staycation” trend and its excellent
location at the foot of the South Downs
Way, The Blue Bell rooms have enjoyed
very high occupancy throughout the
summer season. A new chef has
enhanced the menu and online
customer ratings have been growing
steadily. A South Down National Park
information centre is in the process of
installation on the premises, to help
tourists and locals alike enjoy the park
to the full.
Now winter is approaching, a lot of
activities for the local community are
planned. Locals’ Night with a simple
fixed price menu on 2 Thursdays a
month, a Darts Evening once a
month, various Special Food Nights
and more - all in the pipeline.
Bookings are open now for Christmas
Day lunch (a traditional meal with all
the trimmings) and also for family or
small group pre-Christmas
celebrations.
www.thebluebellatcocking.co.uk

01730 239669
info@thebluebellatcocking.co.uk

A.S.M. Carpentry
& Joinery Ltd
Over 30 years of experience in all
aspects of carpentry
Professional, Qualified, Insured
Local and Reliable
Carpentry Company
andrew@asm-carpentry.com
Phone: 01243 278659
Mobile: 07789 748368

Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/Fortnightly
Ironing service a speciality

07860 604849
07825 618121
References/
recommendations
available on request
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How Green is Our Valley?
In advance of the international
COP26 climate conference in
Glasgow, the Singleton and East
Dean Women’s Institute held an
open day at East Dean Village Hall,
for local groups and businesses to
demonstrate what they are doing to
reduce our carbon footprint.
If that sounds a bit ridiculous, bunching
a UN conference together with a WI
event in a village hall, it shouldn’t. If the
challenges of global warming are to be
confronted, it won’t be just through
governments or international bodies
launching massive projects – although
that is very important. It will be all of us
in our villages and neighbourhoods
making small changes to our lifestyles
that will ultimately make the big
difference.
So a number of exhibitors came along,
including St Wilfrid’s Hospice, with a
selection of the good quality clothes and
other items they have for sale in their
shops; Southern Dairies who deliver milk
and a whole range of other fresh
products throughout the Valley,
including kefir made by Susana and
Daughters (who were also represented)
and Janice West with a selection of the
Nelly’s Farm produce that she has on
sale at the Shepherd’s Hut Shop as well
as some of Wests’ brilliant firelighter
briquettes made from compacted waste
sawdust at their Newhouse Lane
workshop - great value and very
sustainable!
Kate and Charlie from the South Downs
National Park brought the park’s
exhibition truck along, with a display
celebrating our status as an official ‘dark
sky’ area. The South Downs NP is one of
two International Dark Sky Reserves in
England; there are only 13 in the world!

The lack of light pollution doesn’t just
mean it’s much easier to see the stars
from here, it means energy is not
being wasted shining light into space.
That in turn is much better for
nocturnal species which are as
important to ecology as the more
obvious bees and birds of the
daytime.
East Dean Parish Council covered a
table with a large sheet of paper and
invited villagers to write their
suggestions for improvements and
projects that they would like to see
happen, some more practical than
others, but nothing ever happens
without somebody having an initial
idea. The WI’s own stand
demonstrated how, in the century
since their first English meeting in
The Fox at Charlton, the Institute has
consistently been ahead of the curve
thinking about innovative solutions
to national and international
problems.

01730 817359 - 07742 874883
shaun@shaunthesweep.co.uk
All types of chimneys swept
Power Sweeping
Traditional Sweeps Undertaken
Camera Surveys (internal and external)
HETAS approved stove installer and sweep.

And of course there was cake. A lot of
the members had been baking, and
together with freshly brewed coffee
donated by Jim McDonald from The
Star and Garter there was no danger
of anyone going hungry!
This event may be repeated next
spring, with more exhibitors and
possibly over a weekend. In the
meantime particular thanks are due
to Karen Searle Barrett for coping
with last minute cancellations and
pulling the whole thing together
nonetheless.
Thank you most of all to
everyone who helped, to
everyone who came along to
support the event and for all the
positive feedback!

DYSON KING
ARCHITECTURAL
IRONMONGERS

25 Years Supplying Fittings
for Doors, Windows, Gates,
Locks & Safes.
Service to Architects, Builders
& The General Public

01243 776739
www.dysonking.com

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
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Latest News from St
Wilfrid’s Hospice
St Wilfrid’s Christmas Cards
Our charity Christmas cards are now on
sale now in all 12 of our shops, including
our online eBay store at
www.ebay.co.uk/str/St-Wilfrids-Hospice
-Chichester with 18 different festive
designs to choose from. All proceeds go
towards the Hospice.

Things to think about when purchasing a
village home
There are several reasons why the villages of West
Sussex attract so many property buyers, and if you are
moving from an urban environment like London, or
an ancient market town, there are a few factors you
may not be used to thinking about when searching for
your dream village house.
Village life can be idyllic… often it offers enviable views, reduced pollution,
extensive grounds, greater value for money, a closer community, lower crime levels,
a shop that sells fresh produce, quaint local pubs and some simply stunning period
homes. However, there are some other considerations to take into account so that
you’re not in for a surprise having have moved into your new abode. To find out
what they are, head for tinyurl.com/villagehomethink and read the rest of this
article by Jennie Hancock of propertyacquisitions.co.uk

St Wilfrid’s Christmas Tree
Recycling scheme returns!
The simplest, greenest and most
charitable way to recycle your Christmas
tree this year is to get involved in St
Wilfrid’s Christmas Tree Recycling Scheme. Let St Wilfrid’s wonderful team of
volunteers collect and recycle your tree in early January 2022, in return for a
donation to the Hospice. Register your interest now at stwh.co.uk/christmastrees
Want to start the year in Santa’s good books? Volunteer to be a tree collector or
van driver by getting in touch with us at fundraising@stwh.co.uk

Winter Raffle
You can play our winter raffle at just £1 per ticket and win up to £1000 with lots of
other prizes available too at stwh.co.uk/support-us/winter-raffle-2021
Light Up A Life 2021
This December, St Wilfrid’s invite you to remember loved ones with us at our
traditional annual remembrance event held on Sunday 5th December at 6pm.
This year a service will be broadcast on Facebook @stwilfridschichester and via
YouTube. A limited Light Up A Life Event will also take place at Chichester
Cathedral that night.
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TRADITIONAL
TIMBER
WINDOWS

Bespoke,
hand crafted
windows
made here in
the Valley

07973 399487
01243 811319
valleytraditionalwindows@gmail.com

The Henry Smith
Charity for Singleton
and Charlton
(Charity no. 214103)
Henry Smith was a wealthy merchant
who, before his death in 1628, took to
wandering the country as a vagabond,
meeting ordinary people and learning
about the difficulties faced by the poor
and disadvantaged. When he died, he
left some money in trust to help the
poor of the parishes that had shown
him warmth and hospitality; one such
parish was Singleton and Charlton.
As a result of the charity and goodwill
of those who lived in our parish 400
years ago, a small sum is received each
year for distribution amongst those of
the parish who face hardship through
no fault of their own.
The charity welcomes applications and
recommendations for people and
community groups that may need
support. If you wish to apply or know
of someone in need, please write in
confidence to: The Trustees, The
Henry Smith Charity for Singleton &
Charlton, C/O 28 Charlton, Chichester,
PO18 0HU; or email:
robertsingletonpc@gmail.com

RSPB Events for November
Zoom Meeting: Thursday 11th: Cath Jeffs, RSPB Project Manager – ‘Cirl Bunting
Project’ at 7pm
Zoom talks are free to all RSPB Chichester Local Group members and £4 each to
non-members. Places are limited, so please book in advance by contacting Rob
Yarham at chichesterbirds@gmail.com or 07545 376074
Chichester: Thursday 25th: Illustrated Talk by Bernie Forbes, President of the
Shoreham and District Ornithological Society on ‘Costa Rica’, to the Chichester
Local Group at The Pallant Suite, Masonic Hall, South Pallant, Chichester, PO19 1SY
at 7.30pm. Entrance members £2.50/visitors £5: 07545 376074: wheelchair access

Chichester Conservation Volunteers Tasks
Duncton: Sunday 7th: Conservation – Heathland Management on Welches
Common with Graham Pritchard of the Chichester Conservation Volunteers from
10am: 07802 161196
Singleton: Sunday 14th and Sunday
28th: Conservation – Chalk Downland
Saturday 13th November
Management on Levin Down with the
Chichester Conservation Volunteers
The Mulberries present a 60’s Pop Night
from 10am. Contact Bill Young: 01243
with The Minkees
811563
Heyshott: Sunday 21st: Conservation –
Pagham Village Hall
Chalk Downland Management on
Pagham Road, Pagham, PO21 4NJ at
Heyshott Down with Scott Robertson of
7.30pm.
the Chichester Conservation Volunteers
Bring your own food and drink
from 10am: 01243 552113/07722 025339
Proceeds to local charities
Wheelchair access
Maria Wildman

THE MULBERRIES

01243 262833
wildthings2@waitrose.com

Albert says...
His uncle, the jolly bus driver,
He learned just the other day.
That the poor old boy, whilst asleep,
Had quietly passed away.
Poor chap he just nodded off,
Then he was gone, no fuss.
Sadly the same cannot be said,
For 48 passengers on his bus.

Tickets in advance for £8
01243 266849/262833

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey

BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK

SINGLETON
VILLAGE HALL
Our attractive
Village Hall is for
hire

Skittle Alley
for Hire
Well equipped kitchen
Reasonable rates
All you need for your event

www.singletonvillagehall.com
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‘St Richard of Chichester’ Award
Congratulations to our own Wendy Goacher, who was
among 39 people who received the Order of St Richard at a
ceremony in Chichester Cathedral earlier this month. The
annual awards are presented by the bishop to lay people
across Sussex who were nominated for their exceptional
service to the local church, parish, and community.
There are, of course, as many ways of saying a simple
‘Thank You’ as there are stars in the sky. Some stay in
your mind longer than others - for example, the tiny yellow stained glass pansy in
Singleton Church in memory of our Sunday School teacher, Pansy Wells.
When I read that Bishop Martin was instigating a medal, commemorating St
Richard of Chichester (cf Diocesan website), one name, Wendy Goacher (nee
Austin) sprang to mind.
I have known Wendy since our childhood. I may be a year older, but she was
shooting towards Guide Commissioner stardom while I was still struggling to tie a
reef knot. She seemed to know everyone by name in the Valley, even people whose
names no-one else could ever remember. She didn’t stand out at school, she
simply blended in. It was always a case of N.F.H. (Noisy Fuss Helen) versus
Q.E.W. (Quietly Efficient Wendy). She is always there, somewhere, whether in the
background or the foreground is immaterial. Those two words mean nothing to
Wendy, either in her work in the Bereavement Office at St Richard’s Hospital, or
as Chair of Governors of West Dean School, or in her 30+ years as a
Churchwarden.
But I do know that the ramrod straight back and sometimes hatchety face both
often conceal a lot of pain, both physical and emotional.
Last Saturday, at our ‘How Green is our Valley!’ day in East Dean Hall, I glimpsed
a Wendy I had never seen before… a beautiful, serene great-grandmother rocking
a pram, being twinkled at by her second great-grandson.

Thank you, Bishop Martin.

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
Showroom & Workshop
Located at Binderton Nr Lavant
Main dealers for many makes
Fast reliable service
Advice & Discounted machines
Part exchange taken
Collection & delivery offered

See website
www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003
BERRY STONEWORK

Helen Morris (née Serraillier)
ALM Valley Parish

SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE
BRICKWORK

ARVOK LAPTOP SLEEVE

RESTORATION CONSERVATION
RENOVATION

Great value for money! We needed a slim case for my
daughter’s 15” laptop to keep it tidy with its power
supply and cable while around the home or on short
journeys. And we didn't want to spend a packet. At £9
this feels premium in materials with lovely soft lining, a
high quality zipped front pocket for cables and two
handles which can be pulled out or pushed back in for
more compact carrying in a suitcase, for example. Amazing value and well worth it
for a basic but high quality laptop sleeve. https://amzn.to/3uXfkl5

DUNCAN BERRY
duncan@berrystonework.co.uk
www.berrystonework.co.uk

PHONE
07557 515314
01243 539279

Units 1 & 2, Lavant, Chichester
PO18 0BW

01243 532630
www.a1autocarechichester.co.uk
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The Diary
Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the
coming months. Do please let us know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all.
Deadline for the…

December 2021 Edition

November 2021

Mon 1st First Day of School:
West Dean
Tue 2nd First Day of School:
Singleton
Sat 6th South Downs Trail
Running Event
Sat 6th & Sun 7th Historic Life:
Fire & Light: Weald & Downland
Mon 8th Community Café:
10.30am: Singleton Village Hall
Tue 9th Ladies Night: The Star
& Garter: 7pm
Sun 14th Remembrance Service:
Singleton Church: 2.45pm
Wed 17th Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: 7pm:
Singleton Village Hall

December 2021

Fri 3rd & Sat 4th Advent - A
Christmas Experience and
Market: Weald & Downland
Museum
Sun 5th Tree Dressing: Weald &
Downland Museum
Fri 10th Gentlemens Lunch:
East Dean Village Hall: 12.30pm
Sat-Thu, 11th - 23rd Green
Father Christmas: Weald &
Downland Museum
Mon 13th Community Café:
10.30am: Singleton Village Hall
Fri 17th End of School Term:
West Dean & Singleton

January 2022

Tue 4th First Day of School:
West Dean & Singleton
Mon 17th East Dean Parish
Council Meeting: East Dean
Village: 7.30pm

April 2022

Sat 9th & Sun 10th 79th
Members' Meeting: Goodwood

May 2022

Sat 28th & Sun 29th
Goodwoof! Goodwood

June 2022

Fri 23rd - Sun 26th Festival
of Speed: Goodwood

September 2022
Fri 16th - Sun 18th
Goodwood Revival

Got something to
add? Please let us
know by emailing...
editor@valleydiary.org
Lots more dates and events
can be found in the Diary
Online at…
...thevalleydiary.org/diary
Head on over for as many of the
dates as we can scoop up!

HOME PRINTING
FUN FOR A
RAINY DAY
Some useful stuff that you can print
with your home printer.
www.makeuseof.com/make-the
-most-of-your-home-printersites-for-cool-useful-printables/
We particularly like the idea of the
Wifi login card. I may print one out
and frame it on the wall! The
"Printable Paper" link is useful as
well to turn blank sheets into ruled
paper.

There's some good ideas here!
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All information for inclusion to
arrive by 12noon please on

Friday 19th November
editor@valleydiary.org
Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything you
have to share with your community
should arrive as soon as possible.

The Team
Ted Salmon, Editor & Accounts
editor@valleydiary.org, 07423 117091
David Mather, Accounts & Advertising
davidmather0@gmail.com, 01243 774385,
07973 820877
Chris Kelly, Distribution
chriskelly7043@yahoo.co.uk, 01243 811833

The Distribution Team

East Dean: Tim Weeks, Wendy Heather
Charlton: Penny Buchan, Valerie Tapley
Singleton: Penny Spence, Jane Penny,
Elaine Kelly, Judy Fathers, Gay Godfrey,
Vicky Gillespie
West Dean: Jonalyn Mills, Sandra
Muggeridge, Micky Johns, Carol Corbett
Binderton: Barbara Boxall
Goodwood: Tony Boxall
Lavant: Vacant
Chichester: Penny Buchan
The legal bit: We (The Valley Diary Team) make
every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any
error in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by
the businesses or individuals appearing in its pages.
In short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

Useful Telephone
Numbers
CDC Councillor, Henry Potter
07792 857973
East Dean Football Club
07944 036709
East Dean Fete
01243 811608
East Dean PC Clerk
07712 647511
East Dean Village Hall
01243 811358
Goodwood Security
07909 876823
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
01243 527264
Lavant Road Pharmacy
01243 380185
Local Police
101
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean
TBA
Police (Local Officer)
TBA
Singleton Fete
01243 818037
Singleton Parish Clerk
07976 800965
Singleton School
01243 811679
Singleton Tearooms
01243 811899
Singleton Village Hall
01243 811453
Valley Parish Office
01243 811213
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Office
01243 811363
Shop
01243 811020
West Dean College
01243 811301
West Dean Fete
01243 811247
West Dean Gardens
01243 818221
West Dean PC Clark
01798 865189
West Dean School
01243 811247
West Dean Stores
01243 818222

FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mountford, 01243 811358.
HOME FOOT CARE 01243 811442.
DOG GROOMING FOR SMART DOGS Lesley Pollard,
01243 811805
PILATES CLASSES Jo, 07917 177404
FERNS RESTORATIVE YOGA 01243 818058
STANDBY NANNY Josie, 07747 867652
PAINTER AND DECORATOR Arthur, 07936 082626
YOGA WITH CARA 07787 512283
EAR CARE SPECIALIST Summersdale Pharmacy, 01243
380185
YOGA WITH JACQUI 01243 535223, 07854 441010
YOGA WITH KATIE Tel. Tel 07918 757758
REGISTERED NURSE Dawn, 07876 796034
PAINTER Shaf 07706 105526
PLUMBER Peter 07825 268317
DOG GROOMING Leandra 07944 788727
BUILDER James 07788 532135
Vacancy

EAST DEAN CHURCH FETE
ORGANISER 2022

With Max and Eden’s kind permission, the plan is to
have a Church Fete in their garden
Register of Local...
sometime in June of next year.
The Old Granary East Lavant - ask Helen 01243 251301
However, Robert and I feel that we no
longer are able to organise this event and
Trundlers Charlton - ask another Helen 01243 811686
therefore we are hopeful that someone, or Hunters Lodge, Lavant - or indeed another Helen!
better still a group of people, will come
01243 532415 - 07788 663712
forward to undertake the planning.
B&B - Ring Sophie on 01243 811465
We would still like to be involved and
The Folly, Charlton on 01243 811307 - ask Joan or David
hopefully run a stall and Robert has
offered to continue as Treasurer for as long B & B Harper's Cottage, East Lavant. Ring Caroline 01243 278659
as he is needed.
Flint Cottage, 47 Mid Lavant, Lavant Road, P018 0AA: Sue Kemble 01243
785883 / 07814903541
If anyone would like further details
Run a little local B&B? Why not list here for free!
as to what is involved, please give us
a ring – Wendy and Robert, 811608.
editor@valleydiary.org
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WEST DEAN
COLLEGE OF ARTS
AND CONSERVATION
ANNOUNCE NEW
VIRTUAL OPEN DAYS
West Dean College has announced that it
will be hosting a series of live Virtual
Open Days on Wednesday 10th
November; Wednesday 17th
November and Wednesday 24th
November. The sessions are at 10am12.30pm and 5pm-7.15pm.
West Dean College students achieve
ground-breaking work in arts or craft or
apply their skills to the conservation of
our national and international heritage.
The live online open day sessions cover a
variety of subjects including
Conservation Studies (Graduate
Diploma and MA); Fine Art (Graduate
Diploma and MFA); Art and
Contemporary Crafts (Diploma); Art
and Design (Foundation Diploma);
Historic Craft Practices – Clocks,
Metals, Furniture and Musical
Instruments (Foundation
Degree); Collections Care and
Conservation Management (MA) and
Creative Writing and Publishing (MA).
The virtual sessions allow those
interested in studying at the College the
chance to find out more and offer
multiple sessions to fit around existing
study and employment.
For more information and to
register, please
visit www.westdean.org.uk/
study/open-days-and-visits

BRAVERY
AWARDS
I was delighted to join two Sussex Police officers and their partners at
the Police Federation Bravery Awards last month in London. Sgt Sean
Grainger
and PC Matthew Parnell detained a violent suspect at Gatwick Airport
who was brandishing two knives and making threats to kill.
The courage and calm professionalism of these Sussex officers is a reminder of the
best of policing and the unexpected dangers police face every day.
Sussex Police, like other forces, has been reassuring communities that police do
and will take this vile crime seriously.
Nobody should have to tolerate abuse, intimidation or physical assault simply for
being who they are. I wholeheartedly back Sussex Police’s efforts to encourage
victims and witnesses to report hate
crime and let offenders know their
abhorrent behaviour will not be
tolerated.
I look forward to seeing how some of
the £1m Safer Streets funding we’ve
secured for Sussex will support
THE SELSEY ARMS at
awareness-raising in schools about
inappropriate and unacceptable
WEST DEAN
MONDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm
behaviour towards women and girls.
THURSDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm
We’ll be asking Sussex residents for
their views about misogyny and
THE PARTRIDGE INN at
whether there should be consistent
SINGLETON
police recording of incidents.
MONDAYS 2.45pm to 3.45pm
There has been justifiable concern
about national reports of domestic
Mobile Postmaster, Operating from
Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779
abuse (DA) being ‘timed-out’ if not
recorded within six months, with
current guidelines leaving far too many
victims stuck with abusive, violent
partners and perpetrators evading any
sanction.
Sussex Police were rightly praised
during Covid lockdowns for reaching
out to DA victims, providing
innovative, discreet channels for them
to get help. With so much progress
being made to give people the
confidence to report we need the
criminal justice system to be open and
ready to act.

MOBILE
POST OFFICE

Katy Bourne, Sussex Police &
Crime Commissioner
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Identikitty Kat
A Poem by Francis
(The following actually happened)
Now and then just for a change,
We pop down to Portsmouth City.
It does involve visiting every shop,
Which for me is a bit of a pity.
But something occurred one day,
Which I must share with you.
I promise, this really happened,
It is all absolutely true.
I spotted a large advertisement,
In the window of a charity shop.
With a picture of a pussy cat,
So I decided to stop.
A distinctive black and white moggy,
Was missing from it’s home.
The owner was distressed,
“So if you see the cat please phone.”
Two paces from that poster,
Was another of the same size.
It had a photo of a ‘found’ pussy cat,
And I could not believe my eyes.
Yes, and I think you’re ahead of me,
For it was so obvious that,
The photos displayed on each ad,
Was of the very same cat!
Only two ads in the whole window,
Concerning the same feline.
Was this April the first I thought,
Or was I going out of my mind?
The old boy in charge of the shop,
Listened and looked quite surprised.
So I insisted that he come out,
And witness it with his own eyes.
He studied all that was displayed,
Gave a grunt and a nod to agree.
But then, what he said next, well,
It will forever stay with me.
“No you’ve got it all wrong,” he declared,
Then seriously did proclaim,
That they must be different moggies,
As the phone numbers were not the same!

QUIZZES AND MORE
AT THE STAR AND
GARTER
The first quiz night in over a year
happened at the Star & Garter on
October 10th and was very well
supported, with the result that we were
able to give £318 to St Wilfrid’s
Hospice – not bad for a little country
pub on a Sunday night, with only a
week’s notice.

THE BOOK SHED
Singleton Village Hall
Now Open…

Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 4pm
Access is through the side gate
and is the first shed on the right.
The books are free for you to keep or
return.

If you have any books you wish to donate
The next quiz will be on Sunday
please place them on the shelves.
November 14th at 6.30pm, do
come along, it’ll be better than the last
one as we’ll have Sarah back to ask questions that aren’t about railways or
politicians from the 1930s. (I’ll be there as well, just in case those are the
questions you really enjoy.) It’ll be £10 per person including supper, the menu
has yet to be agreed with the chef but whatever it is it will be lovely! If you’re
bringing a team, book early to reserve your table.
Quizzes aren’t the only thing happening at the S&G; on Thursday 11th
November there will be a ‘Hambledon Night’, when representatives of
Hambledon Winery will be talking about the production of their award winning
sparkling wines and offering tastings, so it might be best to decide you’re working
from home on Friday 12th.
Thursday 25th November (exactly one month before Christmas) will see a
‘Crafty Christmas Fayre’ when local makers, craftsmen and artists will be
showing off their wares and giving everyone the opportunity to buy something
really unique as a present, or just because you want it for yourself. There is still
some space for exhibitors who want to join in; contact landlord Jim McDonald to
bag your pitch - there’s plenty of space in the garden even if the pub’s full up.
Besides these special events the pub is offering a fixed price menu from
Tuesday - Thursday every week, 12.00 - 7.30pm, very competitively priced
at £19.50 for 3 courses, £14.50 for 2 courses or a single course for
£8.50, something to suit every budget and appetite. Bookings are also being
taken for Christmas parties for groups of two to 32, with a traditional
Christmas menu or alternative and vegetarian options.
And if none of those things take your fancy, don’t forget the takeaway fish and
chips available on Friday evenings, which has already been expanded to
include burgers and a vegetarian alternative to fish using halloumi - I haven’t tried
that myself yet, but I’ve spoken to a few people who have and I’m assured it’s
delicious!
There’s always something happening at The Star & Garter, if you haven’t been up
to the eastern end of the valley for a while, come and see what’s going on. Phone
811318 to book or enquire about any of the things mentioned above. Tim Weeks
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LEARNING BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
Our Year 3 & 4 children had the opportunity to visit the Novium Museum in Chichester as
part of their learning about ‘Pirates and Smugglers’. They were able to end their visit at The
Guildhall in Priory Park with stories about Chichester’s very own smugglers, The Hawkhurst
Gang, who operated along the south coast.
Year 3 and 4 have also visited Portsmouth Dockyard and HMS Victory, linking their Pirates
learning with the theme of ‘Exploring’ and discovering all about shipbuiding through history.
Our Year 5 & 6 children visited the Southampton SeaCity Museum and Titanic exhibition as
part of their topic this term. They found out more about the Titanic story and took part in a
workshop learning about life on board the Titanic. They also had some self-guided time in the
museum.
Year 1 and 2 visited Winchester Science Museum as part of their topic on Space and Planets.
It was such a joy to see the children experiencing their first ever school trip; they really were
bursting with excitement, not just about the museum, but the coach trip too, and just about
every element of finally being able to take their learning outside of the classroom and school
grounds. We were very proud of the way that the children behaved throughout the day; their
manners and respect for others was exceptional, and their engagement in and enthusiasm for
the workshops and activities was amazing. There is no doubt that the children would have gone home with many exciting tales
to tell.

BOOKFEST – INSPIRING AUTHORS
We had two visiting authors to our school: Vashti Hardy and Luke Temple. The children took part in workshops and enjoyed
learning about the books, different genres and styles of writing.

MINDFULNESS & WELLBEING
We had a whole school Wellbeing Day to West Dean Arboretum last week. The aim of the day was to give
the children the opportunity to collaborate and learn outside of the classroom, using all of their senses to
connect with nature amidst the magical surroundings of the West Dean Estate.

MILESTONE
GARAGE

Broken Zip Fix
I have got an old jacket
where the teeth on the zip
become undone when I zip
it up. It's caused by the
channels on either side of
the slider opening up
slightly so the teeth on the
zip don't mesh properly.
Solution... Gently squeeze
the slider with plyers to
slightly close the channel in
the zipper. Don't overdo it,
or you won't be able to slide
the slider up! I.B.

COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

01730 813148
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The talk on Bees by Anne-Chantal Ballard and Elizabeth Eversleigh was
our first proper meeting for a long time and a great success with more than 30
people attending. They gave a fascinating talk with masses of information,
illustrated by numerous photographs. A few of the points mentioned...
- There are over 250 species of bee in the UK including 24 different bumble bees
but only one honey bee.
- Bees are essential for pollination and a vital part of the ecosystem.
- They require a diversity of plant life to produce suitable flowers as each bee has
different requirements.
- A hive can produce 60-80 pounds of honey in a good year, but yield can be
badly affected by cold and wet weather (as in this year).
- Bees are also affected by disease and predators, for example the Asian Hornet
will kill bees. (Luckily, this species is not yet in the UK).
- Bees also produce wax, which has many uses including candles, ointments and
polish.

Morning & Afternoon sessions
available Monday to Friday
Call 01243 811423
www.westdeanpreschool.co.uk

Clock conservation
restoration & repair

Their plea to gardeners was to grow many varieties of flowering plants as possible
all year round and not be too tidy, so as to allow plenty of cover and nesting
possibilities.
The RHS tips for the month are... plant your garlic as it requires some cold, sow
early broad beans in modules ready for planting out in early spring and clean and
lift your dahlia tubers after the first frost and store.
The leaf clearing time has come again so happy raking and we will keep you
informed regarding future activities. Penny Buchan

FIFTY SOUTH DOWNS VILLAGES
Andrew Berriman is about to publish a large
book about all The Valley Diary villages and
many others - all within twenty miles of
Chichester and all within the boundaries of the
South Downs National Park. Fifty villages in
all, 268 pages, 204 illustrations and 56 maps!

Jon Butt Bsc (Hons) T. 023 92 631836
E. hello@jonbuttclocks.co.uk
www.jonbuttclocks.co.uk

Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE

Available to buy for £13.95 at Kim’s
Bookshops (admin@kimsbookshops.co.uk) 28
South St, Chichester (01243 778477), 10 High
St, Arundel (01903 882680) or direct from
Andrew by post (+£3.50) or by free delivery if
you live within three miles of Chichester.

Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748

andrew.berriman@gmail.com
01243 528845 - 07814 365647
Dismantling & Felling
Crown Thinning & Reducing

M N ELECTRICAL

Removal of Deadwood
Pruning

Electrical Installation and
Design

Hedge Cutting

Inspection and Testing

Stump Grinding

From a new socket to a
complete rewire

Full public liability - Certified Arborist
Free Estimates and Advice
brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com

07763 844422
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NICEIC Approved Contractor

Call 01243 573790
Clive 07932 623763

Valley Clear Up
What a great turnout on the day - and what a difference we’ve made! Thanks to everyone who gave up part of their Saturday to
help. Hopefully you’ve noticed a difference as you travel around the Parish, with scrubbed and freshly painted railings, cleaned
signage, a huge amount of weeding and general tidying.
Everyone worked so hard, from baking cakes and making tea, to back straining weeding, seemingly endless railing painting to
collecting and disposing of the huge amount of bags of weeds.
Apart from making our area an even nicer place to live, research tells us that it helps to reduce speeding. Apparently many
drivers will slow down to appreciate a pretty village which is cared for, so there’s more than just the one obvious benefit.
We hope to hold these clear up days twice a year, so do watch out for news of those and come and join in.

Traffic Calming
As we’ve mentioned before, here and at the Forum, the Parish Council have purchased Village Gateways. These are the white
gates on verges you will have seen when entering many villages. These help to encourage lower speeds as they signify you are
entering a village. The first phase is for Singleton, and these will [have been] installed on 25th October.
We have purchased and received the new Speed Indicator Device (SID), however this needs to be fixed to metal posts at
various agreed locations across the Parish. Installation of the posts, while seemingly a simple task, involves red tape and hoops
to be jumped through. Therefore we are still exploring the most cost effective way of achieving this, but hope to get the posts in
situ very soon.

It’s your Parish, so do get involved
We are always happy to hear suggestions or help with issues within the Parish, so if we can assist please feel free to get in touch
Viv Nuttall (Clerk) singletonparishcouncil1@gmail.com - 01243 811810 - singletonparishcouncil.co.uk

DOWN ON RED
BUCKET FARM
A lovely, amusing and colourful book,
that featured in its own series on
Angel Radio, by your resident poet
Francis Emery.
Signed copies
available from the
Weald and
Downland
museum shop, and
from the Shepherd
Hut Shop at East
Dean.

SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS
## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##

FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West
Sussex, PO20 1QD

01243 531298
www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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EAST DEAN CUP PROGRESS
East Dean have played two games since the last copy of The Valley Diary hit the
streets. Firstly, a 6-2 victory at home in the Centenary Cup against Optimus
featuring a hattrick from Brad Hounsome, a double from Jake Stanley and a Ben
Pett goal. This saw us progress to the next round and to play Harting, away from
home. The following week we had no game and the week after that, all games were
postponed due to the fuel shortage, but we then continued with victory against
Storrington away in another cup game, this being the Malcolm Simmonds Cup. A
single Brad Hounsome goal saw us progress 1-0 and now play away from home to
either Fishbourne or Partridge Green.
On a sad note, former player Don Hunt has passed away. Don lived in the village
and also captained the club. He was a defender who liked a tackle and had a
powerful shot. Don is pictured below (bottom left) in season 1966. We send our
thoughts to his family and friends. Peter Kearvell

East Dean

VILLAGE HALL
www.eastdeanhall.co.uk
Ideal for celebrations, fitness classes, meetings, parties and
wedding receptions. Can accommodate 80 standing/60
seated. Fully equipped professional kitchen, outside grass
area with stunning views, car park for up to15 cars.
Disabled access.

CLEANER NEEDED
EAST DEAN VILLAGE HALL
We are looking for an occasional
cleaner for East Dean Village Hall.
Cleaning can be on different days of
the week depending on when the
Hall is being used.
You need to be flexible,
conscientious and local. References
required. If you are interested,
please email Vicky on
vmm@vickymudford.com

Anyone Know What a
Heat Pump is?
...a device used to warm and sometimes
also cool buildings by transferring
thermal energy from a cooler space to a
warmer space using the refrigeration
cycle, being the opposite direction in
which heat transfer would take place
without the application of external
power. Common device types include air
source heat pumps, ground source heat
pumps, water source heat pumps and
exhaust air heat pumps. Read on…
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heat_pump

WARM UP!
Warm up over a nice cup of coffee, tea
or hot chocolate upstairs in the canal
Cafe. You can still enjoy the view of the
canal while keeping dry! In early
October, many visitors did just that,
while being entertained by the
University of Chichester Conservatoire.
Music ranged from classical to ABBA
and was a real treat on a blustery, wet
day. They will be back in 2022, so do
look out for more info on our website
and on social media...

Careful & competent

WINDOW
CLEANING
STEPHEN PINE

Please ask for a quotation
stephennpine@gmail.com

07939 254998

01243 786816
07887 752056
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HEDGEHOG CASUALTIES
Many of our late summer patients
have now been released to local
habitats, with a few recovering
juvenile birds and mammals
remaining.
Many of these will be released in the
coming weeks but some of our birds of
prey will have to remain in our care over
winter and be released in the spring. This
is because they have not yet reached a
healthy weight to survive the cold
weather ahead or their feathers are
starting to moult which can leave them
weak and vulnerable to predator
attacks. If we release them too soon into
the wild it is unlikely they will survive the
winter.
The hospital is now caring for a ward full
of young, orphaned or injured hedgehog
casualties. A healthy stock of patient
food, cleaning supplies and newspaper
bedding is needed to see us through the
winter months.
Hedgehogs in our care at this time of
year are mostly those born in late
summer. Unfortunately, it is unlikely
that mothers in the wild can successfully
rear this second litter, as well as put on
enough weight to survive their winter
hibernation. Hoglets born to late litters
can often lead to ‘autumn juvenile
orphans’. These babies can suffer from
the cold and malnourishment. Most of
them will require over-winter care while
they stabilise.
If you do find an underweight hedgehog
(below 600g) or any other wild animal in
need please do give us a call. Our mobilefriendly website offers plenty of advice,
so if you are out and about you have it
readily available at your fingertips.

COCKING VILLAGE
STORES AND POST
OFFICE
With the arrival of Evie and Travis in
revamped premises, Cocking Post
Office and Village Stores becomes a
much needed reality. Lots going on
and new ideas including special giant
home made sausage rolls to tempt
the unwary! Give it a try as you will
be delighted!

01730 817100
DISTRIBUTION
MATTERS!
A big thank you to Jim Sharrod for
having helped with distribution at the
Lavant end up to now. If you have a
little free time once a month to take
on this task, please do get in touch.
Many hands make light work, they
say!

Chris & Penny

Fast Effective Pest Control

01243 811833 - 01243 811544

Rabbits, Moles, Wasps, Rats, Bees,
Mice, Fleas, Hornets, Moths, Flies,
Squirrels, Woodworm, Bedbugs, Foxes,
Bee specialist: Humane Bee Removals
Other services
Pest Prevention, Logs, Tree work,
Garden Clearance

www.brentlodge.org
01243 641672
Brent Lodge Wildlife Hospital

07453 965542
george@gspestcontrol.net
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THE FOX GOES FREE

LIVE MUSIC

Willie Austen - Wednesday 15th December

GETTING READY FOR A
CELEBRATION!

Too soon to start thinking about Christmas?
Why not join us with friends, family or work colleagues for
a festive celebration?
Please see our website’s Christmas page for our festive
menus!
Friday night Meat Raffle fun resumes...
Join us on Friday 5th November

01243 811461

enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com
www.thefoxgoesfree.com
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GOODWOOF!
...all about the Dog in 2022!

Saturday 28th &
Sunday 29th May
Competitions and demonstrations to
play and pampering, trails and treats,
wellness and nutrition, Goodwoof
will be a feast of family-friendly fun
designed to entertain both dogs and
their humans.
It may be a later than first expected
but we can assure you, it’ll be worth
the wait.
Tickets are £30 for a limited time,
dogs and under 12's go free.
Don’t paws, book now to avoid
disappointment.

goodwood.com/goodwoof/

I am back on Levin Down –
hurrah! Whilst wandering
along the path across the “top
meadow” in the northeast
corner of the reserve, I saw a
fairly large clump of fungi
growing near to a couple of
trees, one of which was an ash
tree that had been felled due
to ash die-back.

They are a Coprinus species, known
as Inkcaps, as their gills produce an
ink-like substance as they mature.
Many Coprinus are not easy to
identify to species level as they can
look very alike. Those in the picture
could have been either of two species, so I collected two small, ragged-looking
specimens and took them home for further examination. Overnight in a small bottle
they produced some ink, which would have contained some of the spores. I
examined these spores through the microscope at x600 magnification, and due to
their shape and size, I concluded that these fungi were Coprinus micaceous,
common name Glistening Inkcap. As I have mentioned, many Coprinus species
produce an ink-like fluid from their gills as the gills turn black and auto-digest
(deliquesce). Centuries ago this fluid was used as ink for writing, being mixed with a
small amount of water and cloves. Those in the picture, although they appear to
growing on the soil, would be growing on some buried wood from the trees, or
possibly from the tree roots. Bill Young
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