Dignity Group supports people with learning difficulties in the villages of the Lavant Valley - www.dignitygroup.net

FIRST HOT
CHRISTMAS
MEAL FOR KIDS
IN A DECADE!

THANK YOU
TIM!

Marion Barker, Headteacher
Here’s a snap of the children at Singleton
CE School enjoying Christmas lunch this is the first time we’ve had a hot meal at Christmas for over 10 years! West
Sussex County Council stopped hot school meals and are now bringing them back.
In September 2008 we were one of the first schools in the area to re-introduce
‘school dinners’ and they’re very popular - the children were very excited on the last
day of term - not just because it was the last day - but because they were having
Christmas Lunch!

SINGLETON
VILLAGE FETE
DATE
CONFIRMED
We can now confirm the date of the
2009 Singleton Village Fete as
Saturday 18th July
Please make a note in your diary
and watch this space for developing
plans throughout the year.
David Mather

Singleton and East
Dean WI
On February 19th George Anelay is
giving a talk about Archaeology Round
and About. Visitors are welcome.
Entrance 50p. Singleton Village Hall.
7pm.

Dial-a-do
Mobile Hairdresser
Wash, cut, perm, shampoo
and set, highlights, and
colour services, in the
comfort of your own home.
To book call Nikki on

01243 778614
or visit my website

www.dialado.co.uk

THANK YOU FOR
COUGHING UP!
..for those who
have paid up for
their advertising
without
being
chased. It saves so
much cash and
hassle. Well done.
And for those who are sitting on an
invoice, (pretty) please send me your loot
as soon as possible. Thanks. Tim

MIGHTY O2
LISTENING TO
THE VALLEY
DIARY READERS?
Regular readers of The Valley
Diary will remember that
we’ve been whinging on in
recent editions about the fact
that we can’t get an iPhone in
the villages of The Lavant
Valley as there’s no O2 signal
to be had, and encouraged
readers to go and fill in an
online form and try and get
O2 to get the area covered.
This was spurred on initially
by Suzi Callow last year.
Well, it seems that with no official word from
O2 (that is, they didn’t reply to my email or
enquiry by phone as they said they would - it
would have been pure optimism to expect
that!) since early December there has been a
much improved signal. Hurrah! Course, it
could have been a co-incidence, but I like to
think we made a difference! And I’m not
guaranteeing that it won’t go away again like it
used to each autumn, but it seems to be here!

Another year’s gone by and a full
complement of 12 fantastic quality
printed editions of the Valley Diary,
plus a new look and even better than
before Valley website.
We all appreciate the work that goes
into it, Tim. Thanks to you, we have
one of the best, most informative,
readable, interesting and useful parish
magazines for miles around, as well as
a brilliant website. So thank you for the
time and effort you put into it - we are
all grateful to you.
From the residents of East Dean and
all the Valley
[Many thanks for your kind words. Your
appreciation is most appreciated! I would,
however, add to this that Jan & Chris & the
people who Distribute the finished product
are very important members of the team we all pull together to keep things going. I
would also like to note that the Main
Sponsor of The Valley Diary is Dignity
Group and it’s through the flexibility of time
and facilities at The Old Rectory that a lot of
this is possible. Dignity Group provides
residential care and support services for
adults with learning difficulties in Singleton,
Selsey and Chichester. The work of Dignity
can be understood by visiting
www.dignitygroup.net. Lastly, I’d draw
your attention to the place on the web which
shows you how to donate to The Valley
Diary (see below). Money is tight and
currently the amount coming in from
advertising just about squeezes enough for
printing. The more we have in the fund, the
longer it will be able to continue in its
current format of 20 pages per issue.]
www.valleydiary.org/advertising.html

OSTEOPATHY
For relief from joint and muscular
conditions from head to toe
Stephen Jupp BSc.(Hons)Ost.
Registered Osteopath
Cathedral Medical Centre, Cawley Road, Chichester

Appointments
08444 778 707
...or if you wish to discuss your condition
first in confidence and without obligation,
please call Mr Jupp directly on

07926 084737
www.chichesterosteopath.com

FATHER
CHRISTMAS COMES
TO WEST DEAN

FARM SHOP
Family run Organic farm,
located on the South Downs
Way at Cocking
Fine quality meats direct
from the Farmer
BEEF - from our Sussex herd
PORK - from our Oxford Sandy &
Blacks
LAMB - from our Downland
Flock
*CHICKEN* free range reared
organically
GOOSE - reared organically

NEW OPENING TIMES

11am to 4pm
Friday, Saturday & Sunday
SPIT ROAST
available to hire with
lamb or hog

Richard & Pauline Marks

01730 814156
www.richlinemeats.com

WEST DEAN
STORES
Groceries & Provisions
Fruit & Vegetables
Off License
Hardware
Stationery
Animal feeds
Calor Gas
Coal
Footwear
Bedding Plants
(during season)
Fax & Copy Service
Newspapers and
Magazines
delivered to the Entire Valley
Mon to Sat: 6.30am - 6.30pm
(Post Office: 7am - 6pm)
Tues: CLOSED
Sun 06.30am - 1pm
(Post Office 08.00-1.00)

01243 811210

Father Christmas’s annual visit to West
Dean was once again a great success. Ninetyfive children from West Dean Primary
School arrived at West Dean College and
Gardens today to welcome Santa, who
bounced in with presents for all on the back
of a tractor!
After carols around the Christmas tree in
West Dean’s magnificent Oak Hall, the
presents were distributed whilst teachers
and staff from West Dean enjoyed a festive
Seth and Santa
mince pie and a glass of mulled wine.
Carol singers were accompanied on
the piano by Pauline Outen who has
lived on the West Dean Estate for 32
years. The Edward James
Foundation, which now runs
West Dean College and Gardens is
continuing a tradition that was
started when Edward James was in
residence.
Jenny Dwyer-Ward

SEEKING THE RICHARDS FAMILY
I would like to get in touch with any
descendants of the Richards families of
the Lavant Valley area for family history
purposes. My great-great-greatgrandfather, William Richards, was born
in 1807 at Singleton, his parents were
Joh n
a nd
Mary
ne e
Mo ney
(grandparents Henry Richards and Ann
Banks). William was a soldier and
stockman before being convicted along
with four accomplices of the highway
robbery of Thomas Rosewell and his wife
in 1835 near Southampton. He was to be
hanged but was instead transported to
New South Wales for life.
On arrival at Sydney Cove William was
described as being 5'7 & 1/4" tall, having
a ruddy complexion, with brown hair and
brown eyes, and missing a front upper
tooth. He was heavily tattooed, having on
his chest a sun, half-moon, two stars and
crucifix and eleven red dots; upper right
arm a man, woman, and true; lower right
arm a sun, half-moon, seven stars, three
flower pots, crucifix and serpent, love
and liberty, heart and two darts, WR July
1830; back of right hand a brig; rings on
middle and fourth fingers of right hand;
upper left arm a man and woman; on
lower left arm a cross, mermaid, F, two
pipes, bottle, glass, anchor, hope and
flower pot; back of left hand twenty-two
dots three stars, anchor, heart and two
darts; and a D under his left arm.After
absconding from a timbercutting
assignment in Sydney, William found
steady work as a bodyguard to Snowy
2

Mountains surveyor Hugh Labatt, and
later on Thomas Mate, a member for
parliament. William married fellow
convict Mary East in 1847 at Yass.
From this union there is now nearly
one-thousand descendants in
Australia. William was found drowned
in the Murray River in 1854 at the
height of the goldrush. Related families
in the Lavant Valley were Edsell, Elliot,
and Huntingford.
My name is Brent Richards, please
contact me by email at:
brent.richards77@gmail.com

WHAT’S YOUR HOBBY?
Why not write about it? Send it
over to tim@valleydiary.org

MILESTONE
GARAGE
COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS

MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

01730 813148

The
Partridge Inn
At Singleton
Presents

LIVE
TRAD
JAZZ
EVERY THIRD
TUESDAY

811251

Fed up with paying
Salon Prices for
your waxing?
Don't want to return
to the bad old days of
the razor?
Have your waxing
done in Singleton at a
fraction of the Salon
price!
Manicure and pedicure now
also available

Call Suzi 01243 811581 for
more info

Herniman
Interiors
Quality Hand Made
Curtains/Soft Furnishings, Bespoke Blinds:
Roller, Venetian Roman, Vertical
FREE HOME
CONSULTATION

Denise Herniman
07976 777271 or 01243 811634

www.herniman.co.uk
2 Sycamore Cottages, Church Lane, West Dean

M N ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LTD

⇒

DOMESTIC
INSTALLATIONS

⇒ PERIODIC TESTING
⇒ MAINTENANCE
Local Friendly Firm - No Job Too Small
N.I.C.E.I.C. Domestic Installer

Tel:
Clive

07932 623763
01243 573790

BARMAIDS
CALENDAR!
Hello there. My name is Amy Summers
and I work in the Coal Exchange pub in
Emsworth. You may remember a few
months ago featuring our Barmaids
Calendar which myself and other members
of staff put together to raise money for
charity - St Wilfrids Hospice in Chichester
and the Havant Branch of Womens Aid.
Details can be found
at www.emsworthbarmaids.org.uk. The
sales have been going very well, and we
have so far raised over £3000. However,
our target was much higher than this and
we still have quite a few calendars left that
we would love to sell in order to benefit
our chosen charities. We will continue to
sell the calendars throughout January,
before a handover presentation in early
February. We would love to sell the
remainder of our calendars.
People can order the calendars online by sending an email to emsworthcalendar@hotmail.com. We have reduced the price to £4 per calendar (plus p&p).

Sussex Wildlife Trust Events
for FEBRUARY 2009

Picture Framing

CHICHESTER: Tuesday 24th February
Illustrated Talk by Alan McVitie on ‘Old
Winchester Hill’ to the Sussex Wildlife
Trust, Friends Meeting House, Priory
Road, Chichester at 7.30pm. Entrance
£1-50. Visitors Welcome.

Quality Workmanship - Friendly
Advice - Creative Ideas - Collection &
Delivery

RSPB Events for FEBRUARY
2009
THORNEY ISLAND: Sunday 1st
February
Morning bird walk with Tony Nevard of
the RSPB. Meet in Thornham Lane, Map
Ref: SZ756049 at 10am
CHICHESTER: Thursday 12th
February
Illustrated Talk by Mike Toms on ‘Are
Gardens Good for Bird Watchers’ to the
RSPB at The Newell Centre, Tozer Way,
Chichester at 7.30pm. Entrance
members £2 / visitors £3
NUTBOURNE: Wednesday 18th
February
Morning Bird Walk on Nutbourne Marsh
with Jim Bagley of the RSPB. Meet at
end of Farm Lane, Map Ref: SU775054
at 10am

ARUN BIODIVERSITRY
FORUM Events for
FEBRUARY 2009
LITTLEHAMPTION: Tuesday 3rd
February
Illustrated Talk by Fran Southgate on
‘Black Poplars’ to the Arun Biodiversity
Forum at the Arun Civic Centre,
Littlehampton at 7pm. Donation
appreciated.
Maria Wildman
01243 262833
wildthings2@waitrose.com
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All types of bespoke framing

Roger Mason
01243 821646
PREMIER NURSING LTD.
Your Local Nursing Agency
Dedicated, qualified nurses
available for post operative,
palliative and respite care
in patient’s own home.
24 hour cover.
Please contact: Caroline Wilson
2 Arun Street, Arundel, BN18 9DL
Tel: 01903 883 882
E-mail: nursing@premierlocums.com

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey
BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK

811 Directory
HOUSEKEEPER
Part-time opportunity in the
Housekeeping Department at
West Dean College undertaking
cleaning of guest bedroom, State
Rooms and other areas.
For further information
contact Shirley Diment or
Julie Wheeler on 01243
818252

MOLES!
MOLES!
MOLES!
DRIVING YOU CRAZY!?!

Call Dominic
Your Local Experienced
Mole Catcher

01243 527881
07810 843837
New!
Yoga Class in Chilgrove
Tuesday Mornings
9.15am – 10.30am *term time
In the tranquil Village Hall next to
beautiful open countryside
Join a mixed ability class of Integral Yoga
and explore postures, breathing practices,
quiet relaxation and meditation.
No previous experience necessary
Mats & blocks are provided
£4 per class
Ring Jacqui for more details

01243 535223
or 07854 441010

811020 - W&D Museum Shop
811023 - Singleton Post Office
811210 - West Dean Stores
811213 - Richard Woods (Rector)
811217 - Rubbish Clearance/Gardening
811247 - West Dean School
811251 - The Partridge Inn
811270 - Catholic Church
811277 - Henry Potter - CDC Member
811280 - Singleton Church Warden (Alt.)
811318 - The Star & Garter
811344 - Non-Toxic Products
811354—West’s of East Dean
811358 - Free Manure!
811358 - ED&S Horticultural Society
811363 - Weald & Downland Museum
811365 - Singleton Village Hall
811423 - West Dean Pre-School Nursery
811441 - P D McCann
811451 - Singleton Fete
811461 - The Fox Goes Free
811482 - Dignity Group Care Homes
811518 - Paths & Drives
811556 - East Dean Church Warden
811564 - Pinnacle Catering
811581 - Ladies Hairdresser & Waxing
811610 - Singleton Church Warden
811634 - Herniman Interiors
811634 - Exercise to Music
811641 - West Dean Church Warden
811641 - Firewood Supplies
811665 - East Dean Service Station
811666 - Woodstock House Hotel
811679 - Singleton School
811685 - East Dean Chapel
811685 - Paths & Drives
811750 - East Dean Service Station
811766 - Shed End Bikes
811786 - John & Jan Elliott
811823 - D & E Keates
811833—Chris & Elaine Kelly
811874 - West Dean Forest Hogs
811900 - Furniture Restoration
811960 - Francis Ward
811968 - TVD Admin: Tim Salmon
811976 - Haredown Mountainboarding

This month’s

100 CLUB
WINNERS
1st… Mr Peter Headey
2nd… Mr Peter Long
3rd… Mrs Liz Hall
Contact Lesley Calloway for details of how
to join in this winning chance each month
and to benefit the children of Singleton 811291 (School Office)

And the others…
527264 - Lavant Road Surgery
527881 - Mole Catcher
535246 - West Dean Church Warden(Alt)
535273 - Small Household Tasks
535328 - Local Teacher
558822 - Mowercare
572245 - Lucy Younger’s Yoga
641642 - Unique Upholstery
776891 - East Dean Village Hall
778504 - Big Beautiful Garden Company
782343 - St Richard’s Church
786003 - Roger Gunn - Garden Machinery
786011 - Chiropodist
789456 - Maryanne School of Dancing
789578 - D H Private Hire
814817 - Beauty Therapist
821646 - Picture Framing

W&D MUSEUM’S POST OFFICE
OPENING HOURS
Mon: 10am - 2pm, Tue: 10am - 2pm
Wed: 10am - 1pm, Thu: 10am - 2pm
Fri: Closed, Sat: 10am - 1pm
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Letter to the Editor…

East Dean
Service Station
AUTOMOBILE
ENGINEERS
CAR
BODY
REPAIRS
MOT Tests

Singleton
811665 or 811750
BACK TO SCHOOL?
Need a little extra help in English,
Maths or Science?

Experienced Lady
Teacher will Tutor you in
your Own Home
...and help your child achieve their full
potential
Covers all primary tests and entry to
Senior School

Phone

01243 535328

Dear Mr Salmon
Whilst browsing the internet during the
"lull" between Christmas and the New
Year I have found The Valley Diary.
I am planning to build a model of
Singleton Station and have collected a
substantial amount of information but
am still lacking good photographs of
either of the two signal boxes
(demolished circa 1935) and the
turntable (removed in the 1920's). I
understand that a Mr E Wallis, who was
a signal engineer with the southern
Railway, was also a keen amateur
photographer, and many of his photos
appear in the Middleton Press books on
the Chichester - Midhurst line. I would
be grateful if any of your readers have
any knowledge of who may currently
hold his photographic collection or
perhaps have any photographs of their
own of the railway.
I would also be very grateful, if anyone
feels so inclined, for any current
photographs of existing relics of the
railway line - I am currently working on a
model of the water tower, and I
understand that base of this is still
extant, adjacent to the playing field.
For anyone who is ‘into’ digital
photography the easiest option might be
to email any images to me, otherwise
anyone can contact me via my home
email address below to discuss my
project further.
Please note that any information/images
provided are solely for my private use
and I would not reproduce them further
without seeking permission from the
source.
Ideally I would like to visit Singleton to
carry out my own photographic survey
but, as I live on Merseyside, this is
impractical!

I have previously been in touch with
West Sussex County Library/Records
Office who have been very helpful.
Many thanks in advance for any help
that any one can offer.
Richard Jones
richard.jones16@tesco.net

More from Richard…
Dear Tim
Many thanks
for your help
thus far. I have
just purchased
(for the grand
sum of £11) a
pair of DVDs
which are a
video survey of
the line from
Midhurst to
Chichester whilst these
are “home
movie” quality rather than “broadcast
standard” they are very useful and
interesting - you can find details on the
internet at: www.dumpman.co.uk.
[Click on FILM CATALOGUE in the
right hand menu then look for ‘The
Disused Railway Tunnels of Sussex
Explored 2006’ about a third of the
way down the page - also photos if
you click on ‘Midhurst to Chichester
Stills’ in the right hand menu, back on
the home page - Ed.] I have attached a
photo of my initial modelling activity these are card models intended to work
out how to build the final model and
get “a feel” for the size of them - I have
already spotted one error between the
drawings and “as-built”, in that the
office on the end of the goods shed isn’t
tall enough!

Garden Lessons

CHALET TO RENT

Learn in your own garden - Half Day,
One Day, Whatever!

French Alps

Pruning - Plant identification - Propagating
Weed Control - Problems

www.chaletquatrevents.com

Qualified & Experienced Gardener

01243 536464

01243 811442 (evenings)

Priscott

Do you want to feel happier, more confident or relaxed?
Book your Appointment, Programme or Free 20 minute Chat and Discover how Caroline can Help

Hypnotherapist Caroline Anderson (NGH)
NLP Master Practitioner/Success Coach/EFT 2/3
London & Local Practice near to Goodwood, Chichester

Caroline has a great track record in helping people to Release….
Fears & Phobias, Manage Anxieties & Stress, Develop Personal Confidence, Improve Lifestyle Habits, Handle
Relationship Issues.

Contact Sarah to book appointments/for general enquiries/to arrange an informal chat.
Tel: 07920 282014 or if you prefer email: sarah@therapysala.com

www.chichester.therapysala.com
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JAM, JERUSALEM,
JOYOUS
CHRISTMAS PARTY!
Do You Need A Gardener?
Garden Wonders’ gardeners really know
plants and correct pruning times and are
selected and vetted by a qualified
horticulturalist to provide regular (weekly
or fortnightly) garden maintenance

Call 023 9257 0833
www.thebestgardeners.co.uk

RUBBISH CLEARANCE
Garden Shed and Household
Clearance

ALL TYPES OF
GARDENING WORK
Strimming, Hedge Cutting, Lawn
Mowing, Shrub Pruning, New
Borders Created, etc… etc...

GARY
01243 811217
Mobile: 07977 346380

East Dean and Singleton W I
had their Christmas Party
just before Christmas and yet
again, the table was
groaning, the ladies and their
partners were grinning and
Rosemary’s “Bag Game” kept
us all guessing!

Marmalade……. Mincepies …… Mistletoe!
We are the oldest W I meeting in England and thriving! Always room for more
though, and I’m sure there are ladies out there who would like to check out the new
village hall kitchen to see how it measures up, so please come along to Singleton
Village Hall on the third Thursday of every month at 7pm. More details from Jan
Elliott on 811786.

YUMMY CAKES TOP Valley Diary Online
too!
FUNDRAISER!
I organised a fundraiser for the Valley Youth
Club, which took place on 30th November
2008 in East Dean Village Hall. We had great
support from the stall holders, various wares
from Barefoot Books and Phoenix cards and
wrapping paper, a couple of art and prints
stalls, some stained glass and skin creams
and camisoles and cardigans plus jewellery.
The best treats of course were in the cake
department - especially the yummy
homemade variety - much thanks and
appreciation to all who donated their time
and effort and cakes.
Would have been nice if we could have
persuaded more locals to come and browse,
but I don’t think the weather or the time of
year helped.
We did, however, raise £75 for the Youth
Club and everyone who participated, young
and old alike enjoyed it so much we’re
planning to repeat the venture at a different
time of year - maybe late spring (April/May)
or October, in the hope of persuading more
villagers to come and browse whilst enjoying
some tea and cake....watch this space...
Please contact me, Rachel Castagne if you
want a stall at the next one 01243 818041.

The Valley Diary is delivered to
all the homes in the Villages of
the Lavant Valley but is also
available online to download…
www.valleydiary.org

HOUSE EXCHANGE
My name is Mark Lavender and I
live in Ashford, Kent with my half
sister and I am looking for an
exchange to move nearer my family
in Chichester. I have a two
bedroomed end bungalow in
Kennington. I wish to do an
exchange for a two bedroomed
house or bungalow. My bungalow in
Kent has a fairly large garden in a
quiet area near bus routes and the
town centre. It’s also about 3 miles
from the train station. If you’re
interested, please contact me on
01233 643614 in the evenings or on
my mobile phone on 07932 591065
or email
kim.lavender@ntlworld.com.
Thanks.

NANGLE RARE BOOKS
We specialise in 19th & 20thC Literary First Editions, Poetry, Fine Press, Limited
Signed Editions, 20thC illustrated books by such artists as Bawden, Ravilious, Gill,
Raverat, Minton, Piper, Vaughan, John and Paul Nash and many others and
antiquarian books of the past four centuries in most fields. We currently have
particularly strong holdings of Thomas Hardy, Oscar Wilde, P.G.Wodehouse, The
Powys Brothers, Henry Williamson, Hogarth Press, Adrian Bell, T.E.Lawrence,
T.S.Eliot, Sassoon, Graves, Edward Thomas and many others.
Catalogues issued regularly.
We are always interested in buying single books or collections within our fields of
interest.

11 Baffins Court, Chichester PO19 1UA - Open by appt (01243 781342)
julian@nanglerarebooks.co.uk - www.nanglerarebooks.co.uk
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FESTIVE
LUNCH
GROUP

Photo - Eric George

Sarah Castagli
Forty One monthly Lunch
Group folk enjoyed a
Christmas Lunch at
Singleton Village Hall on
December 17th 2008. On the menu was Pate and Melba Toast, Roast Turkey with all
the trimmings, Christmas Pudding with brandy butter and Tea and coffee with
chocolates and mince pies. All this to our regular attendees was free!
Following lunch, we were entertained by Susie and Sal who sang lots of well known
songs and carols. Some folk were even up on their feet at 3pm dancing (perhaps the
sherry and wine helped?!).
Penny and Sarah would like to thank all their wonderful team of helpers during
2008 and spur them on in 2009 with the promise of a dishwasher!
SINGLETON LUNCHES: Singleton Monthly Lunches start their second year on
January 21st in Singleton Village Hall at 12.30pm. If you have not been before you would be
most welcome to come - just telephone Sarah (811726) or Penny (811453).
MONTHLY TEAS: On Wednesday 11th February at 2.30 a new venture kicks off at
Singleton Village Hall! All are invited to pop in for tea , cake and a chat for £1.50. Stay all
afternoon or for a brief visit. Penny and Sarah will be pleased to greet you and can even offer
a lift there and home of required. Telephone 811453 0r 811726 for lifts and any further
information. If you would like to help with teas occasionally or bake a cake please call the
above numbers.
As we write this our FANTASTIC new kitchen is being fitted and will have been 'christened' at
the January lunch.

EAST DEAN FOOTBALL CLUB LATEST
Phil Cooper - Secretary
Unfortunately, due a burst waterpipe in the clubhouse
and poor weather conditions, the team has been
unable to play a game since 6th December. [Hopefully
there will have been games in January by the time you
read this - Ed.] They were scheduled league games at
home to Barnham on 17th January, and home to
Upper Beeding on the 24th January. The players
continue to keep fit via the Tuesday evening training
sessions at the indoor facility at Chichester High
School for Boys. Please contact our Manager, Peter
Kearvell on 07944 036709 if you would like further details. We are all now looking
forward to an improvement in the weather so that the season can get back into full
swing.

Brenda Linnett
Couture Dressmaker
Remodelling & Alterations

Pagham
01243 266379
homeopath

SALLY NUNN
L.C.C.H., R.S.Hom., FSDSHom

4 st. john’s street,
chichester
59 high street, Arundel
01903 884466
www.sallynunn.com
e-mail: homeopathy@sallynunn.com
REGISTERED WITH THE SOCIETY
OF HOMEOPATHS

Free!
Well Rotted Horse Manure
Available at East Dean
Can be collected anytime
Bring your own bags

Tel. 01243 811358

CATHOLIC
NEWS

HELEN’S
AIRPORT CARS LTD

Parish Church St. Richards
Cawley Road Chichester 01243
782343

All Non-Smokers—All Long Distance

www.airporttaxis.co.uk

Masses
Saturdays 10am & 6pm
Sundays 8.30am & 10am
Week Days M/Tu/F 8am
M/W/Th 12.15pm

Contact: Ged Lavery
01243 811270
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Large Fleet of Comfortable Estates and Saloons

01243 868999
Major card payments accepted

“With us it can often cost less
than rail or airport parking!”

MARMALADE
MARVELOUS FOOD
Please contact us for a
brochure on
Lavant 01243 780525 or
mrsmarmalade@hotmail.com
delicious cakes, pastries,
tarts and scones for any
occasion
hearty and healthy food
for your fridge or freezer fresh, organic dishes
cooked for your
convenience
a variety of events catered
for, from dinner parties to
celebrations

Caytons Limited
Stuart A Haill
Specialist Oil Fired Heating
Engineer

VOLUNTEERS
REQUIRED
The Valley Youth Club is currently
seeking volunteer helpers to assist
Rachel the club leader. Please could
anyone with a few hours to spare once a
month (or more if you like!) on a Friday
evening contact Rachel on 01243 818041
or Janet on 01243 811244.
The Youth Club is at East Dean Village
Hall and runs during term times only on
Friday evenings from 7-9pm; we
currently have from 5-10 young people
from the villages of East Dean, Singleton
and West Dean.
It’s a fun, relaxed atmosphere with cups
of tea thrown in, anyone aged 18-100
would enjoy the meetings and relating to
the young people. The only requirement
is that you must have a current CRB
check which will be paid for by the club.
If you think you could help out or want
to know more, then please call Rachel or
Janet.

Tel: 01798 344213
Mobile: 07779 11 33 43
E-mail: caytons.ltd@virgin.net

Got a few
hours to
spare?
Want to do
something useful and
rewarding?
Got an evening or day spare each
week? Want to earn a bit more?
People with learning difficulties who
are members of this community need
others to help them access their
community. They find it difficult
sometimes and you could help.
Because you know this community!
Find out how - give Clive a ring...

01243 811482

Reliable Experienced

Babysitter
Hi. My name is Sophie, I am 16+
years old
I am available for babysitting
evenings and weekends.
I have lots of experience with
young children and babies. I can
provide excellent references, I am
very honest and reliable.

Please call 01243 811228
or 07825 915975

From left to right - Peter Searight
(Runner Up Barclays Challenge Cup),
Karen Bennett (Winner Barclays
Challenge Cup), the judge Nick Scott, and
Emily Litchfield who received the
Newcomers award.

MIDHURST
CAMERA CLUB
The Club started 2009 with a Mix and
Match Competition against Bognor and
Middleton-on-Sea, and several
mem be rs bra ve d th e fre e zi ng
conditions for the journey to Bognor.
Each of the three clubs entered 50
slides, and there was a lot of good
humoured banter and attempts to
influence the judge. Midhurst just
missed second place! The third round
of the League Competition ‘The
Barclays Challenge Cup’ was held on
7th January judged by Nick Scott from
Southampton. Nick gave excellent tips
on photographic techniques, colour
management and printing and at the
same time was thoroughly
entertaining. The winner of the
Barclays Cup was Karen Bennett
(Midhurst) with ‘The Drunk’ and the
Runner’s Up Cup was presented to
Peter Searight (Midhurst) with ‘Anna’.
Karen Bennett was 3rd with ‘How many
teeth daddy?’ Nick gave five awards for
Highly Commended. These were:
Emily Litchfield (Midhurst) - ‘Sophie’.
Emily also received the Newcomers
Award; Michael de Jong Smith
(Midhurst) - ‘Celebrating his 100th
birthday’; Karen Bennett (Midhurst) ‘Dominic’; Hilary Mitten (Lavant) ‘Khaylisha’; Clive Bennett (Midhurst) ‘Look’. After a long and happy
association with the Angel Hotel, the
Club will be holding all future meetings
and workshops at The Grange, Bepton
Road, Midhurst. Non-members are
always welcome and full details can be
found on the club website at
www.midhurstcameraclub.co.uk
Judi Lion
8 January 2009

MUSEUM WINTER OPENING HOURS
The Weald & Downland Open Air Museum is open throughout
the winter! From 7th January until 11th February it is open
Wednesdays and weekends only from 10.30am – 4pm. From
14th February it is open daily.

Volunteer Car Service
Singleton & Charlton
Transport
The following people will take Residents
to Lavant Road Surgery and provide lifts
elsewhere in case of Emergency
Bridgid Dunn
Michael Weld
Roy Kenzie
Eileen Kenzie
Bill Spence
Maurice Pollock
Michael Macdonald
Sue Millar
8

811283
811420
811278
811278
811453
811260
811610
811256

GS
O
L

Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to
your requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER

01243 811746
07976 740748

Winter Week Half
Term activities
Monday 16th – Friday 20th February
Put on your winter woollies and wellies,
come to the Weald and Downland Open
Air Museum and warm up with a week of
creative activities and countryside skills:
outdoor trails, arts, crafts and ideas to
inspire accompanied children of all ages.
From 11am – 4pm, under cover if wet.

WHAT’S ON AT WEST
DEAN...
Voices in Performance’s

EAST DEAN AND SINGLETON
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
GARDENING CLUB
BECOME A MEMBER - ONLY £2 PER
YEAR!
BENEFITS INCLUDE : Reduced price
admission (with Society card) to RHS Gardens, Wisley; Discount at 4 local suppliers;
All the shows, talks and activities put on
annually: 17th May: Garden Party, 14th
June: Garden Competition & Rose Show,
27th June: Sherburne House visit, 9th
August: Annual Show, 18th October: ‘New’
Cornucopia, 27th November: AGM &
Speaker

Membership Secretary
Jill Mountford 01243 811358

An Evening of William
Blake
A celebration of the work of an
extraordinary man: artist, poet and
visionary, through his own words and
images. Directed by Julia Goodman with
narrative introductions written by
Christine West
Sunday 8th February, 3pm
Tickets £12 (inc. refreshments) contact
Admissions on 01243 811301 to book.
The Old Library, West Dean College

West Dean Gardens
Throughout the year Head Gardener Jim
Buckland, Gardens supervisor Sarah
Wain and the team of gardeners are
preparing, propagating, planting and
pruning to ensure that West Dean
Gardens provides year-round interest for
all. A particular highlight of the Gardens
and parkland is the St Roches’
Arboretum, with its collection of rare and
unusual trees. This February sees Jim,
for the first time, sharing some of his
secrets in tree management and
cultivation on a one-day course.

Trees – their care and
management
is running on
Saturday 7th February
price £83 (which includes tea, coffee and
lunch). To book contact Admissions on
01243 811301.

HAZEL HURDLES &
WOODEN SHED FOR
SALE
Hazel hurdles. 6 foot by 4 foot.
These are great quality British made
hazel hurdles. 15 in total. Ideally to be
sold as whole lot. £30 each. Can
Deliver locally.
Wooden Shed. 5 foot by 4 foot.
Great condition. Only 1 year old - with
window and full size door. £100. Can
Dismantle and deliver locally.

Contact 07887 85 85 35

CHICHESTER, BOGNOR
& DISTRICT CATS
PROTECTION
Our shop at Bracklesham Bay closed
before Christmas. This was due,
mainly, to lack of sufficient volunteers
being available to open everyday. After
several tries to get more volunteers the
decision was made to close. It was a
very sad day for us, when we closed the
doors for the last time. We were,
however, overjoyed to hear that we had
won The Village Best Dressed Window
competition for the third year running.
We are currently still trading at our
Bognor shop, 29 Station road, however
changes are a foot there also. When our
lease runs out in late February we will
be moving to new premises. We have
been looking at a number of premises
in both Bognor and Chichester and
have not yet settled for which one we
will be taking on. Details of the venue
of the new shop will be announced
when agreed. The new shop will be laid
out in Cats Protection corporate
colours and style and apart from selling
all the usual charity shop goods will
stock our Cats Protection goods and
information. We are very excited about
this new project and hope that once we
have settled in you will all come and
visit us to continue your Cats
Protection support.

Another Quiz from Robert Chalmers…

Quality
Painting &
Decorating
Interior
and Exterior

P D McCann
Professional
Specialist in Hand Painted furniture
and Kitchens - Fire & Flood Damage
General Repair & Maintenance
Free Estimate - MOD Approved
Experienced in large jobs
30 Years Experience

01243 811441

1. Light Reds
2. Sunrise - sunset for Jersey actress
3. Night light on one on a tandem
4. Sounds like a lot of sheep
5. Winter garments on Reynard
6. Large black bird swearing
7. A winter fall
8. Mrs Bouquet
9. Part of the eye
10. Colour in the belfry
11. The best policy
12. American sweets in a clump
13. Also provides cooking oil
14. Alternative to goat's offspring
15. Sugary green vegetable
16. Fell in love with his reflection
17. Sizzling fire-irons
18. ……. and shares
19. In the song - blue and green
20. Sounds like the First lady in Parliament
Answers on Page 19
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THE PARISH OF EAST DEAN, SINGLETON, & WEST DEAN

News from the Village Churches
Dear friends,
February: the Saxons called it
solmonath ‘mud-month’, or kalemonath ‘cabbage-month’, reflecting the dismal weather or dismal
diet expected before Spring!
In late mediæval times the feast

of S Valentine on February 14th
became associated with romantic
love, and the birds of field and
hedge-row were thought to find
their mates that day. Certainly
Valentine’s Day can brighten
what can be a pretty depressing

A farewell message from the Bishop of Horsham
I was 37 when Bishop Eric commissioned me as bishop of Horsham fifteen years ago. With
typical wry humour he chose 1
Timothy as the epistle. The text
included, ‘Do not let anyone despise you because you are
young…’ He was aware, though
perhaps not as aware as I was
that my appointment had raised
ecclesiastical eyebrows and was
a sign to some that he should
have retired several years before! For a time I was referred
to as the ‘boy bishop’ and not
always with affection. I know
that in the highest offices in
Church and State my appointment was regarded as ‘risky’
which in a perverse way I regarded as a compliment and
challenge.
Well all of that is ancient history, and if in those early years I
prayed to God that he would
make me look older in order to
give me a little ‘gravitas’, no
such prayers are needed now.
I’m not sure about the gravitas,
but these days youthfulness is
not a problem!
I will always be grateful to
Bishop Eric for taking the risk,
giving me undreamed of opportunities to serve in this diocese,
and to his successor for graciously embracing the inheritance! I expect that my successor will be equally grateful to
Rector: The Revd Richard Woods
The Rectory, Singleton
Telephone 811213
e-mail: Rector@ValleyParish.org

Bishop John. I hope he will not
waste too much time with the
question, ‘Why me?’, or be too
anxious about his own unworthiness, but trust in the Lord’s
personal love for him, to the
wisdom of the call and to God’s
great faithfulness in equipping
those upon whom he places the
burden of the care of the
churches. For a variety of reasons episcopal appointments
bring forth mixed reactions and
rarely draw unanimous acclaim.
An early lesson from Bishop
Eric was to forget about popularity, and while always remembering that you might be proved
wrong, hold fast to what you believe to be true. If doors close
and loneliness and criticism
come as a result, accept it and
get on with the next thing.
Eric was 41 years my senior and
a Doctor of Divinity. When I
was appointed I didn’t even
have a degree. (I do now!) Yet,
from day one he treated me as a
brother and a valued colleague,
and as if I had more wisdom and
knowledge than I did, in order I
suppose to let me grow in both.
Having entrusted some of his
duties to me under the area
scheme, he was patient with my
early ‘change the diocese’ enthusiasms and foolishnesses and let
me get on with it. He was generous with me and if there were
PCC Secretary:

time of year!
The original Valentine was a
Christian martyr about whom we
know nothing for certain except
that he was buried on February
14th, although various stories
(Continued on next page)

times when the evidence was
ambiguous, he trusted to the
choice he had made. I suppose
ministry over many years and the
historian’s mind taught him not to
be too anxious over today’s crisis or
disagreement or scandal or disappointment. This is neither irresponsible nor a burying of the mitre in
the sand. Rather it is, as he advised
me in that same commissioning
sermon, to hold fast above all to the
twin doctrines of the Incarnation
and the Resurrection, and to see all
people and set all events in the light
of those two most defining of
events and the person at the heart
of them, Jesus. That is where true
joy and the strength to be faithful
are to be found.
Over these fifteen years I have received more love than I have given,
been prayed for more than I have
prayed, been trusted and forgiven
more than I have deserved. God
has not left me alone in the ministry but has surrounded me with
men and women, ordained and lay,
of faith and hope and love. Though
sad in the leaving, I go with a joyful
heart because I have seen God at
work in Sussex. If I know more of
him now that I did all those years
ago it is because as a bishop one is
allowed so close to the action – to
the loving actions of the Holy Spirit
who is, if we would allow ourselves
to see, just a touch, a prayer, an
invocation away.
My successor will have a heavy burden laid upon him, but he will be
among the most fortunate of men.
Accept him.
Pray for him.
Love him.

Churchwardens: Peter Hawley 811556;
Geoffrey Morris 536397;
Treasurer: Jennifer Neelands,
Wendy Goacher 811641;
Chilgrove Cottage, Chilgrove, PO18 9HU Peter Rice 535246
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THE PARISH OF EAST DEAN, SINGLETON, & WEST DEAN

News from the Village Churches, cont
Fourth Sundays
On the 4th Sunday each month at
10am the ‘All-Age’ or Family Worship
a Service of the Word
with readings and music aimed to
include the whole church family and
community. Some of our younger
members help to lead the music (they
played at the Village Christmas concert)
The service is held in each of the
Valley Churches in turn.

Come and join in!

Sunday Worship in February
1st

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE
TEMPLE (Candlemas) (1st Sunday)
8am Eucharist
SINGLETON
10am Parish Eucharist
EAST DEAN
4pm Evensong & Sermon SINGLETON

8h

Third before Lent

(2nd Sunday)

8am Eucharist
EAST DEAN
10am Parish Eucharist
SINGLETON
4pm Evensong (with choir) WEST DEAN

15th

Second before Lent

(3rd Sunday)

8am Eucharist
SINGLETON
10am Parish Eucharist
WEST DEAN
4pm Evensong (with choir) EAST DEAN

(Continued from previous page)

have grown up.
‘Martyr’ means ‘witness’ (in Greek); a martyr
is one who witnesses; in Christian terms, one
who witnesses to their belief in God by suffering death at the hands of others for love of God.
‘God is love’, wrote S John, ‘whoever lives in
love lives in God, and God lives in them’ (1 John
4:16); a verse often read at weddings, but with a
far wider meaning than just erotic or romantic
love most in the mind on Valentine’s or wedding days.
Jesus summarised God’s commands by quoting two passages: ‘You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength and with all your
mind’ and ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’.
There are those who see all religion as only a
cause of conflict. Looking at the world today,
they might have some justification, alas; (not
forgetting though that that the greatest amount
of recent human suffering and death was inflicted by secular atheism in China, the Soviet
Union, and Nazism).
The message of Jesus, and of all those who
have witnessed to him over the ages, though, is
that ‘God is love’; not passing infatuation or
sentiment, but ‘Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always
hopes, always perseveres.’ (1 Corinthians 13:4f)
That love is sure, and eternal.
Richard

22nd

Next before Lent

(4th Sunday)

EAST DEAN
SINGLETON
a short service for all ages
4pm Evening Prayer
WEST DEAN

8am Eucharist
10am Family Worship

25th

ASH WEDNESDAY
Lent begins

(4th Sunday)

SINGLETON
WEST DEAN
Sunday evenings in Lent start 1st March
at Evensong

9:30am Eucharist & ashing
6:30pm Eucharist & ashing

From the Registers
Marriage
At Singleton on 8th November
Alexander Harrison & Isabel Farman
At West Dean on 22nd November
Alexander Colchester & Flora Vinycomb
Funeral
At West Dean on 8th October
Sidney Bernard Hitchman aged 78years
At Singleton on 24th October
Norah Enid Godber aged 96years
At Singleton on 27th October
Margaret Bonville Weld aged 77 years
At Chichester Crematorium on 20th November
Roy Leslie Elkington aged 67years
11

Visiting Chiropodist
Member of the
British Chiropody Association
Treatment in the
comfort of your own
home

Qualified Surgical
Chiropodist

01243 786011
Ken Strudwick
MBChA; MSSCh; B.Ed(Hons.); SRN; C.Health Ed;

Francis Ward
T/A BLETHCLEY SPAS &
POOLS
QUALIFIED PLUMBER, ELECTRICAL &
OIL SERVICE ENGINEER

OIL BOILER INSTALLATION
SERVICING & COMMISSIONING
ALL POOL & SPA SERVICING
& REPAIRS
ELECTRICAL WORK
PLUMBING & LEADWORK REPAIRS

Tel: 01243 811960
Mobile: 07941 039378

FUNERAL SERVICE and
MONUMENTAL MASONS
Preferred and Recommended for
almost 150 years

01243 864745
REYNOLDS FUNERAL SERVICE
is a truly independent family business
and has no connection with any group.
Courtesy vehicle on request or arrangements may be made
in the comfort of your own home.

THINGS THAT ARE
DIFFICULT TO SAY WHEN
DRUNK:
1. Innovative
2. Preliminary
3. Proliferation
4. Cinnamon

Karen Barratt

THINGS THAT ARE VERY
DIFFICULT TO SAY WHEN
DRUNK:
1. Specificity
2. Anti-constitutionalistically
3. Passive-aggressive disorder
4. Transubstantiate

THINGS THAT ARE DOWN
RIGHT IMPOSSIBLE TO
SAY WHEN DRUNK:
1. No thanks, I'm married.
2. Nope, no more booze for me!
3. Sorry, but you're not really my
type.
4. Kebab? No thanks, I'm not
hungry.
5. Good evening, officer. Isn't it
lovely out tonight?
6. Oh, I couldn't! No one wants to
hear me sing karaoke.
7. I'm not interested in fighting you.
8. Thank you, but I won't make any
attempt to dance, I have no
coordination. I'd hate to look like a
fool!
9. I must be going home now, as I
have to work in the morning.

EAST DEAN
CHAPEL
Services
Sunday:
11.00am & 6.30pm
Tuesday:
Bible study & Prayer Meeting
7.30pm
Contact: S D Humphrey

01243 811685
SINGLETON PLAYSCHOOL

Children Welcome
From
2 - 5 years
Permanent Dedicated Room
within Singleton C E Primary
School
4 days a week

01243 811679

LIGHT
POLLUTION:
SOME THOUGHTS

GENTLE YOGA
CLASSES
Singleton Village Hall
Mondays 2.30-3.45pm(termtime)
Classes also in Chichester

Lucy - 01243 572245
AMBER’S BABYSITTING
SERVICE
Local 17yr old - With apprentice
experience at West Dean School References available - BTEC (Health &
Social Care) - CRB checked

01243 811863 - 07769 595664
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One of the best
things about living
in the Valley is the
darkness.
There
are not many parts
of the south-east of
England where the
stars in the night
sky can still be
seen clearly – an experience that many
of today’s children have never known!
Of course the other advantage of unlit
roads and houses is the security. It is a
known fact that insurance companies
rate these sort of areas a lower risk for
night-time burglary, because a wouldbe intruder or prowler cannot risk
drawing attention to their presence by
falling over an unseen obstacle. Unless
of course we helpfully light their way
by leaving outside lights on all night,
when no one else is around to see
them, so that they can quietly see all
they want to see.
Outside lights are of course useful to
help us get home after an evening out,
although wind-up torches carried in
bags or pockets are just as good (in fact
better as they don’t dazzle) and much
cheaper to run. But lights don’t need to
be left on once we are inside. They just
disturb the owls and badgers; waste
electricity; light up the parts of our
houses which are interesting to
unwanted visitors; and obscure the
stars to us lucky Valley residents who
are privileged to be able to stand
outside on a clear night to do a bit of
star-gazing in a beautiful black night
sky.

SOMETHING TO SELL?
Give me a ring with it on
811968 or email it me at
tim@valleydiary.org
and I’ll try and squeeze it in!

Stop Smoking
Calmly With
Caroline in 2 hours
Hypnotherapy Plus!
Great Results
Near Goodwood
Call 07920 282014 or Email
Booknow@stopsmoking.withcaroline.com
www.stopsmoking.withcaroline.com
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ROPEWORK AT
SINGLETON
Two courses coming to the Weald &
Downland Museum in February...
Traditional Ropework
Sunday 22nd February:
Come and try your hand
at the art of traditional
rope work. Students will
make a round clout mat
and a sailor’s whisk brush during the
day.
Stickmaking Weekend
Saturday 28th February - Sunday 1st
March: A market stick is a traditional
type of stick for country walking, and
also used by farmers to take to market.
It is a good basic stick, suitable for
beginners to make. 9.30am-5pm
Lucy Hockley
Adult Education Assistant
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum

ACCOMMODATION
REQUIRED
2 Dutch male landscape students
wanting work experience at West Dean
Gardens, require local (within walking
distance of the gardens)
accommodation and full board weekends included, for 3 weeks from
the 4th April until the 25th April
(including Easter). They can only
afford £16.00 a night maximum and
they will not have a car.

Are you able to help?
Please let me know if you can - Thanks

Sarah Wain
01243 818312 (W) - 07789 367251 (M)

SINGLETON AND
EAST DEAN W I
REPORT
Janet Holt
Alison Moorey from St Wilfred’s Hospice
in Chichester, came to speak to the ladies
of the W I at the January meeting,
bringing with her a film made specially
to show the Hospice from the patients’
viewpoint. St Wilfred’s expects to have
700 referrals in the coming year, and as
many may have read in the local paper,
plan to extend their Hospice At Home
service to allow more patients to receive
the benefits of the specialist Hospice
nursing team, but stay in the familiar
surroundings of their own homes. With a
projected budget of £4.3 million for the
coming year to meet, Alison and her
team have a constant challenge to give
the best possible care using an income of
which 70% comes from the general
public in the form of legacies,
fundraising and income from the shops
etc. Now 22 years old, the Hospice has
recently undergone a refurbishment,
bringing the 14 bedded unit bang up to
date with 2 new family rooms added and
en-suite
facilities
provided
throughout. Alison answered an array of
questions from the ladies and
encouraged anyone who had never
visited the Hospice to make an
appointment and go and look round, as
they always encourage visitors to come
and visit! Many volunteers come just to
have a look round and end up joining the
team! The February meeting is on
Thursday 19th February when George
Anelay will be speaking about the
archaeological dig in Selhurst Park. This
is an open meeting and visitors are very
welcome to come.

SLINDON
FARMERS
MARKET
Thursday 26th February 2009
8.45am – 12.30pm
Coronation Hall, Reynolds Lane,
Slindon
Do join us at the monthly Farmers
Market. Come rain or shine our market
takes place on the fourth Thursday of
the month but remember we are one of
the few farmers markets with stalls
inside – so however bad the weather is
you can shop in comfort.
Refreshments served in the Hall as
well!
Bring a big bag, enough money – and
tell your friends.

EAST DEAN LADIES!
Here’s a very small picture submitted
by Phil Cooper, Secretary over at East
Dean Football Club which appears to
be a ladies team. He says that it goes
back “some years, as you will notice
when you see Tim [Calloway?] in the
doorway!” One or two other villagers in
the picture. Anyone know the story
behind this one? Date? Do let me know
and I’ll share. tim@valleydiary.org.

DONATIONS WELCOME!
Want to keep The Valley Diary going? Do you value having it drop through the door each month? Well, it seems that the balance books last
year reflected a downturn in the equation between income from advertising and printing costs and the account is looking a little lean. We will
have an influx of funds in the coming month or so (as a lot of advertisers renew at the beginning of the year) assuming people are willing to
keep advertising in these difficult times, but even so, I’m not sure that this will keep things afloat by this time next year. So, if you’ve got a few
bob to spare and value this publication, please send it our way :-) Thanks. Cheques made out to THE VALLEY DIARY or cash to Tim at The
Old Rectory at Singleton most welcome or look online at www.valleydiary.org/advertising.html for other ways to donate. Thanks for
your support - and don’t forget, nobody takes any money out of the pot for what they do - the income is only spent on printing costs.

THE STAR & GARTER
East Dean

Open 7 days a week
Food available All day Saturday and Sunday
Why not try one of our Winter Warmer Casseroles ?
Local game and pie dishes available throughout winter to
compliment our fish menu.

Superb food and wines
Real ales straight from the barrel
Quality accommodation
Weddings and private parties

01243 811318

£5 off each member of your party ordering a main course
Valid every Sunday from 4 to 9 p.m. until 28th February 09.
Just bring this advert in.
All details on our website www.thestarandgarter.co.uk
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Cryptic Crossword

Woodstock House Charlton
Looking for somewhere to hold a function?
Then why not come along and see what we
have to offer.

by Chiasmus
1

2

3

4

We have held numerous private dinner
parties for both guests and non residents.

5

For our corporate customers we have very
private and comfortable conference
facilities with wireless internet throughout
the hotel. We can provide a laptop
connected to 42” LCD monitor for
presentations or just a flip chart.

8

Please Call Nick or Sandra for more
details
Tel/Fax: 01243 811666
Email: info@woodstockhousehotel.co.uk
Website: www.woodstockhousehotel.co.uk

11

10
13

12
14

15
17

19
21

Tel 01243 811363

7

9

16

The Weald & Downland is England’s
leading museum of historic buildings and
traditional rural life. Why not become a
VOLUNTEER (no previous experience
needed!); or a FRIEND who can benefit
from year round free admission,
including special events

6

18

20

22

23

24
25

Across

Down

1 (7) Local bus span
5 (4) Just one of 20 would be help
8 (6) Zionists' dream is real - almost
9 (4) Official insignia all that's left of Hants
waterside village after losing war
10 (1,4) Sounds like something for sore eyes of
a property developer
11 (4) Funny sort of ditch
13 (4) Knight with new IT shows way to
produce woollen garment
14 (5) January night ablaze - for Scots at least
16 (4) Concept embodied in rabid eagerness
17 (4) Archbishop protection for ballerina's
modesty? Not really
19 (3) Purchase provided by mooring nothing lost
21 (4) Heroic poetry in depiction - of
anything!
23 (6) Cared for short time then finished
24 (4) Result of corrosive effect when
sensuous desire changes hands
25 (7) Potato much sought after by the French

1 (10) City requires this creche to be reorganised
2 (5) Border aristocrat ushering in Spring
3 (4) Primate with cross is top
4 (4) Superlative begins by establishing
superior technology
5 (6) Animal lovers' home gives help by
swapping IT components
6 (4) Degree with Information Technology is
tempting
7 (3,7) Ten hurtled in a scramble for local
prominence
12 (6) Forcibly take away sailor with pipe
13 (3) Knight joins sun god in southern
Thailand
15 (3) Reversal of direction down under
16 (4) Wading bird found in Carib isthmus
18 (5) Entente loses status, becoming inferior
20 (4) 4 mixed up in wagers
22 (3) Place to throw your weight around
Answers: Page 19

CLAREMONT LODGE
RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME
A27 / FONTWELL AVENUE - EASTERGATE - CHICHESTER - WEST SUSSEX - PO20 3RY

“GRACIOUS LIVING WITH CARE”
Providing full time or respite care

Tel. Sandra or Debbie on 0845 125 6166
ALSO FOR SALE CLAREMONT GARDENS - INDEPENDANT LIVING
COTTAGES

www.royalbay.co.uk
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MARYANNE SCHOOL OF
DANCING

OUT AND ABOUT ON LEVIN DOWN

SINGLETON VILLAGE HALL

You will have noticed that there has been a
considerable amount of clearing being
done on the south slope of the hill. The
SWT [Sussex Wildlife Trust] decided to let
some light into the band of trees and
shrubs that have grown up across the
middle of this slope in the last 50 to 60
years. They were not there when I was
little. It was all quite smooth then. Just
right for go-carting down, but then Farmer
Aylwin ran cattle on there! They made all
the paths and where their hooves cut into
the turf that allowed the seedlings to grow,
and hey presto, a band of trees. Simon and his son have done sterling work up there
leaping up the steep slope like mountain goats - not an easy task. You will also have
noticed that the sheep are now grazing this area. Not all of them - there are still a
few round the east side.
Today, January 9th, we have had a wonderful walk in a winter wonderland. It was
minus 9 degrees in our backyard and everything was covered in hoar frost! Every
tree and bush looked as if it had been sprayed with frosting. It was just magical. We
walked over Levin and down to Broadham, then up through Lady Wood, taking lots
of photos of gateposts and fences and suchlike. Even barbed wire looks good with a
coating of frost. Then there were frosted rosehips - very photogenic. Our dog loves
the cold mornings - he rushes about like a two year old instead of a nearly 13 year
old, which he is! Things are looking good Village Hall wise. I see they are installing
the new kitchen. What a triumph for Sarah and Penny, getting that grant. Well done
them.
Must go now as the Seville oranges are in and it is time to make Marjorie's
marmalade - wonderful recipe that never fails! See you soon. [Any chance of getting
these lovely sounding photos to share here and on the website Rosemary? - Ed.]

BALLET, TAP AND MODERN
CLASSES
CHILDREN FROM 3 YEARS OF
AGE - SATURDAY MORNINGS
TAP AND MODERN CLASSES
ADULTS, BEGINNERS AND
ADVANCED - TUESDAY EVENINGS
FOR MORE INFORMATION

PHONE WENDY

01243 789456
DH PRIVATE HIRE
Lavant
Local, Reliable, Friendly
Door to Door service
Any distance near or far
Airports/Docks/Theatres
or just into
town

Phone Des on
01243 789578
SEMI RETIRED

BRICKLAYER/BUILDER
AVAILABLE

For small/medium
building work
All trades included
For free estimates or advice
call Ken

01243 811994
or mobile
07825 837756

...with Rosemary Staples

THE JOSHUA COURT MEMORIAL CUP
RAISES £834.20
On Tuesday 30th December 2008 the current West Dean Football Club once again beat the
former players of the Club in a charity football match in memory of Joshua Court and in aid of
The Sussex Snowdrop Trust for the fourth year running.! Unfortunately the golden oldies,
despite several attempts, failed to score any goals this year with the final score being 4-0.
Presentation of the Cup, sponsored by Marc Odin, to the winning team was made by Simon
Ward. Man of the Match, sponsored by Bob Pulley, was awarded to Danny Mullins.
A huge thank you is sent to Andy Wheeler for his time and hard work in organising the day, to
Marc Odin for sponsoring the Cup, Bob Pulley for sponsoring Man of the Match, to Phil
Muggeridge, Tony Boxall and Kevin Holder for once again being the referees and ensuring that
all was fair (most of the time!). Also to Jeff and Jane at West Dean Stores for donating the
burgers and buns, to Ken and Jenny Miles and Sue Goacher for their homemade gastronomic
delights and their help on the day in providing hot refreshments on the pitch side to the many
supporters who braved the cold for 90 minutes. Finally to John at the Selsey Arms for
providing sandwiches and nibbles after the match back at the pub when a raffle also took
place.
Finally another big thank you goes to all those who played, attended and generously supported
this truly wonderful local charity.
The end result was, as always, a magnificent one being a total raised for Snowdrop of £834.20.
We are hoping to organise a “Family Day” in the summer for everybody to join in the fun and
help raise more money for Snowdrop.
Helen Court

COUNSELLING IN CHICHESTER
JULIAN NANGLE
(WPF, AHP, AHPP)
I have been counselling
for 18 years in Dorset and
recently moved to
Chichester.

Client led counselling giving
support through change and
crisis, including relationship
problems and general self
development.
Free taster session available.

For more information: 01243 781342
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ARE YOU IN NEED OF A CARER?
ARE YOU A FULL-TIME CARER
WHO NEEDS COVER?
ALL DAY, HALF DAY OR EVENINGS

I HAVE THE EQUIVALENT TO NVQ
LEVEL 2 IN CARE AND LIVE AND
WORK IN THE VALLEY.
IF YOU NEED HELP PLEASE CALL
DENISE ON

01243 811863
18 THE LEYS, SINGLETON

DIARY DATES? If you don’t tell us, we
can’t share it!
Phone Jan with Diary Dates on 811786

CARER

Your Retreat - Property Caring Services
“Leave the work and arrangements to us, so you can
regain that time to relax, unwind and enjoy your second
home”
For further information contact Deborah or Marianne
(T) 01243 641085 (E) info@your-retreat.co.uk

www.your–retreat.co.uk

LETTER FROM A
SON, FAR AWAY
Denise Herniman
My son Shah is an Officer with
the Royal Engineers and served
in Afghanistan for 5 months.
He's now safely home thank
goodness, but it was an
extremely worrying time. I was
very moved by one of his letters
and thought others may like to
see it too…
Hi Mum
Thanks for all your letters, it’s great to hear how happy you are at home and
I’m glad that things are going well. I really can’t wait to get back and see
everyone again and relax doing the most simple things.
We had a pretty bad day yeterday. Luckily we were in the FOB doing some
work, but the Paras were out on a patrol. They got into some trouble and
one young lad who was only 20 got shot in the head. A life just taken like
that. I would see him in the gym and got to know all the paras very well. I
saw the helicopter come in to collect the body and the soldiers who were
tired, sweaty, hot and drained from the fight then had to carry the poor
bloke onto the helicopter. Standing there, seeing the body bag being placed
on to the heli was one of the saddest moments I have experienced. His
friends looking tearful saying one final goodbye on his way back to Bastion.
They only have 3 weeks left of the tour. He had done 5 1/2 months and was
nearly home! Things like that make me wonder how lucky we are with life.
Then to top it all, the mail was getting thrown off the helicopter whilst his
body was being placed on. It was obvious that when the lads opened their
mail bags, they noticed a whole load of letters and parcels for this dead guy.
How sad is that - his letters from his family and friends were thrown off the
flight into the FOB and passed his body which was placed back on. Then the
courage that the rest of them had to continue to work and carry on with
their jobs afterwards, even though they had just lost somebody, was
unbelievable. I watched all of this and saw their faces, something I will
never forget!
Anyway I counted my lucky stars, I might be heading back to Bastion again
today. I’ll write again soon, sorry this letter is sad. Love you loads and
missing everyone. Send my love and news on to the people I can’t speak to.
Shah xxxx
www.helpforheroes.org.uk

A HUGE SUCCESS!
Suzanne Fielder (Chair of the Friends of Singleton School)

rosecottagesingleton@yahoo.co.uk
www.1rosecottage.com

The Friends of Singleton C E Primary School would like to say a very
big thank you to everybody who contributed to the school Christmas
Fair. We had lots of super donations; many many raffle tickets
bought and a wonderful turn-out on the day. It was a lovely event
where we raised just under £1,200! The school will have about £950
to spend. We will update you later in the year as to how the money
has been spent.

MOBILE
LIBRARY
West Dean Stores
10.35 - 10.55
Singleton School Lay-By
11.00 - 11.30
East Dean Village Hall
11.40 - 12.00

ANNE CHADWICK
paints beautiful

PORTRAITS,
ANIMALS,
LANDSCAPES
AND COPIES
The ideal gift, memento, heirloom.
Commission Anne to realise your
particular project

For more information call
01243 864638 or visit their
website at

Tel 01243 576139

www.westsussex.gov.uk

www.lichfield.com/anne_chadwick
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Glowing references

East Dean
Village Hall

SINGLETON PARISH COUNCIL
NEWSLETTER

Now completely modernised
and equipped, with a
catering standard kitchen
and full disabled access.
Suitable for almost any
occasion.

January 2009

To book the Hall, or arrange
to see it, phone Rosemarie

01243 776891
West Dean
Pre-School Nursery
Ages 2½ - 5
Monday to Friday
9.05am - 1pm
(Within the grounds of West Dean
Primary School)
For more
formation phone

in-

Paula
on

01243
811423

When you need help,
we’re here for you
Reliable help in your own home,
as much or as little as you choose,
from an hour or two, to someone to
live-in and keep you company

Please ring 01730 817222
or www.homehelpuk.co.uk

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
25yrs+ Exp. - Fast reliable Service
Located at Binderton
Competitive rates - On site advice
New machines with discount
Part Exchange - Collection
Delivery

www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003
or

07979 752242

Another Sad Goodbye and a Vacancy to Fill
Sadly, we had to say goodbye to Alex Brown at our last meeting. We thank him for
his continuing interest in village affairs as a valued member of our community. We
have posted the usual statutory Notices on our notice-boards, offering a byeelection, but if this is not requested, his seat will be filled by co-option, hopefully at
our March meeting. So if you are interested in Parish affairs and would like to
contribute to the community, why not come forward? Bill Spence, our Chairman, on
811453 or Jenny Martin, Clerk, on 266092, would be very happy to have an
informal, no obligation, chat about what is involved, if you are interested.
Annual Parish Meeting for Electors
This is a special meeting for you – our local electorate – to come along and find out
what we have done on your behalf during 2008/2009, and tell us what you would
like us to do during the forthcoming Council Year. Last year, despite advertising and
a lot of work going into preparing interesting reports, only one of you turned up!
This is very disappointing – are we doing all the right things, or not? We need some
feedback and to find out how you see Singleton and Charlton in the future. This
year’s Annual Parish Meeting for Electors will be held at Singleton Village Hall at
7pm on Wednesday 25 March 2009.
Freedom of Information Act 2000
In line with Government requirements, we have just updated and adopted our
Publication Scheme under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Details can be
obtained from the Clerk on 266092, or can be viewed on the village website.
Trees and Hedges at the Glebe Field
The four diseased trees were felled in the New Year, but this drew even more
attention to the scruffy elder hedge which we were obliged by the planners to retain.
However, they have made another site visit and now sympathise with our view that
it would be better to get rid of the old hedges altogether on the south and east
boundaries and replant with a mixture of native species. We have submitted a
formal application to replace both hedges, with the exception of the Holly, and plant
three new small native species trees on the eastern boundary, to complement the
ones which will replace the felled trees. Provided permission is granted, the work
will be done in the current planting season, before the birds are nesting.
Litter Bin at the Playground
There is still a problem with “doggy packages” being left in the litter bin at the
Playground. These comprise about half of the waste to be emptied and disposed of
by our kind volunteer and are a serious health hazard to him and the children who
play there. We have renewed our request to the District Council for another dog bin,
but in the meantime, please take your dog’s waste home or put it in one of the dog
bins elsewhere in the village.
Don’t Want to Drive at Night or Missed the Last Bus?
Why spoil your evening out or stay in, when there are now request flexible route
buses leaving West Street, Chichester, at 7.20pm, 9.30pm 11.15pm every Friday? In
the other direction, they are at 6.30pm, 8.10pm and 10.25pm from The Square at
Petworth. The bus will call at Singleton or Charlton. All you have to do is book your
place on 01903 264776 between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday, or 9am to 1pm on
Saturday. The Route 99 “Dial-a-Bus” is run by Compass Bus and the route is
normally operated with low floor access vehicles, suitable for wheelchairs. For
further information, visit: www.compass-travel.co.uk.
Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 25 March 2009,
immediately after the Annual Parish Meeting at Singleton Village Hall. Please spare
a little of your time to come along – local electors are always given the opportunity
to speak at the beginning of the meeting and PCSO Jason Lemm is usually able to
join us to give a report and answer questions on local policing matters.

LIVE MUSIC IN THE
VILLAGES OF THE LAVANT
VALLEY
Every Wednesday at The Fox
Goes Free and every 3rd
Tuesday of the month, Jazz at
The Partridge Inn
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Airport Car Service
Large Comfortable Saloon Cars
Gatwick £50.00 - Heathrow £56.00

EXEC-CARS

01243 372862

Enjoy a great
traditional
Christmas & New
Year with a very
warm welcome
from all at the
Fox Goes Free

Valentines Day

MUSIC IN FEBRUARY
4th - Willie Austin
11th – A Nice Pair
18th – The Power of 3
25th – D2

Saturday 14th Feb
Our usual A La Carte/bar meals menu will only be
available from 12-2.30pm. The bar will then be
open for the rest of the day as usual. This is due to
a Valentines wedding celebration!

Customer Loyalty Card

Mothers Day

Congratulations to December’s
winner of a 2 course meal – Sam
Helmore

Sunday 22nd March

Why not come and enjoy a
traditional Sunday roast
Please call for more details
this Mothers day at the Fox
enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com
Goes Free

Www.thefoxgoesfree.com

01243 811461

Woodland Reared
Tamworths
Hog roasts cooked over my own
charcoal. Half pig packs and
Sausages. Also Venison available
seasonally.
To order please call Marc on

01243 811874
NEWAYS
Non-toxic products for skin care,
hair care, nutitional supplements,
weight management, household
cleaning, cosmetics, car care
FREE product brochure/DVD and
info.
20% off first retail order
FREE registration for Neways
Direct Service with free p&p

Independent Distributor
Pauline Outen

01243 811344

NEIGHBOURHOOD
MANAGEMENT PANEL
Colin Porter has been invited to sit
on the Neighbourhood
Management Panel (NMP), through
Farmwatch of which he is a
member. The contact for the NMP
is Police Community Support
Officer (PCSO) Jason Lemm. The
following paragraph was taken from his letter to Colin and gives an overview of the
NMP.
“The panel will be a representative group of volunteers living or working in that
ward area, who will be responsible for identifying the concerns of local people so as
to identify the top three priorities that the police and other agencies should be
tasked with. These panels will play a key role in ensuring that the police tackle and
resolve the problems that matter to the community. For example, these could be
incidents of anti social behaviour, of particular crimes in your area or dealing with
environmental issues. In fact, they will deal with any issue that you have identified
as a priority. If the priority is raised by the panel is best dealt with by a partner
agency, for example, dog fouling, the police will pass this on for that agency to take
the appropriate action.”
Any issues should be directed to Colin, who in turn will pass to Jason, which are
then collated and prioritised for the next meeting, which are held every 6-8 weeks,
with the next one scheduled for the end of this month.
Any concerns that residents may wish to be discussed at the meetings should be
directed to: Colin Porter, Newhouse Farm Annexe, East Dean. Tel. 811527. Email:
colin.porter@virgin.net.
Carol Porter
Answers: A Bunch of Flowers: 1. Pinks, 2. Day lily, 3. Moon daisy, 4. Phlox, 5. Foxgloves, 6. Crocus, 7.
Snowdrop, 8. Hyacinth, 9. Iris, 10. Bluebell, 11. Honesty, 12. Candytuft, 13. Sunflower, 14. Orchid, 15. Sweet
pea, 16. Narcissus, 17. Red hot poker, 18. Stocks, 19. Lavender, 20. Aster. Crossword: Across: Compass,
Abet, Israel, Sash, A site, Haha, Knit, Burns, Idea, Tutu, Buy, Epic, Tended, Rust, Desiree; Down:
Chichester, March, Apex, Best, Assist, Bait, The Trundle, Abduct, Kra, Uey, Ibis, Under, Bets, Put

West Dean
Forest
Hogs

Call now to reserve
your table
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The Diary
Diary - Jan Elliott - 01243 811786 - elliott.jan@tiscali.co.uk
Distribution - Chris Kelly - 01243 811833 - chrishkelly@btinternet.com
Editing & Advertising - Tim Salmon - 01243 811968 - tim@valleydiary.org

February
Wed.4th Midhurst Camera Club:
Competition: Open: The Grange,
Midhurst
Mon.16th - Fri.20th School half
term: Singleton
Mon.16th East Dean Parish Council
Meeting: East Dean Village Hall:
7.30pm
Wed.18th Midhurst Camera Club:
Toby Melville: The Grange, Midhurst
Thu.19th Singleton & East Dean WI:
Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: Speaker:
George Anelay (Archaeology Round
and About)
Wed.25th Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm:£5:811726/811453

March
Wed.4th Midhurst Camera Club:
Competition: Seascapes: The Grange,
Midhurst
Sat.14th Haredown
Mountainboarding Centre opens for
the season
Wed.18th Midhurst Camera Club:
Peter Brandham: The Grange,
Midhurst
Thu.19th Singleton & East Dean WI:
Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: Speaker:
Derek Ellwood (In the Lavant Valley)
Wed.25th Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm:£5:811726/811453

April
Wed.1st Midhurst Camera Club:
Competition: Open: The Grange,
Midhurst
Wed.1st Village Hall AGM: 7pm
Fri.3rd Last day of School: Singleton
Sat.4th Jumble Sale: 11am: Singleton
Village Hall

Wed.15th Midhurst Camera Club: Peter
Preece: The Grange, Midhurst
Thu.16th Singleton & East Dean WI:
Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: Speaker:
Shirley Monday (Beading Demonstration
& Talk)
Mon.20th First day of School:
Singleton
Wed.22nd Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm:£5:811726/811453
Wed.29th Midhurst Camera Club:
AGM & En-Print Competition: The
Grange, Midhurst

Sat.16th East Dean & Singleton
Horticultural Society: Annual Show:
East Dean Village Hall
Wed.26th Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm:£5:811726/811453

May

September

Sat.9th Midhurst Camera Club: Annual
Dinner & Prize Giving: The Grange,
Midhurst
Thu.21st Singleton & East Dean WI:
Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: Resolutions
Mon.25th - Fri.29th School half term:
Singleton
Wed.27th Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm:£5:811726/811453

June
Sat.6th East Dean Fete
Sat.13th West Dean School Fete
Sat.13th East Dean & Singleton
Horticultural Society: Garden
Competition & Rose Show (2.45pm)
Sun.14th Village Open Gardens
Thu.18th Singleton & East Dean WI:
Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: Members
Memories
Fri.19th East Dean & Singleton
Horticultural Society: Garden & Church
visit: Trotton: 5pm
Wed.24th Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm:£5:811726/811453

July
Thu.9th Singleton & East Dean WI:

Deadline for the

March Edition
All information for inclusion to
arrive by 12noon please on
Wednesday 18th February

Contact Info…
Diary Dates can be telephoned
through to Jan on 811786 and
distribution issues to Chris - 811833.
Contributions, articles and anything
of interest to Tim on 811968 or
emailed to tim@valleydiary.org
Special thanks to
Paul Saunders for graphics
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Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: Summer
Party
Sat.18th Singleton Village Fete
Tue.21st Last day of School: Singleton
Wed.22nd Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm:£5:811726/811453

August

Thu.17th Singleton & East Dean WI:
Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: Speaker:
Liz Sawday (Apuldram Roses)
Wed.23rd Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm:£5:811726/811453
Fri.25th Singleton Supper

October
Thu.15th Singleton & East Dean WI:
Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: Speaker:
Geoff and Helen Morris (Strictly
Entertaining)
Sat.17th East Dean & Singleton
Horticultural Society: Cornucopia
Wed.28th Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm:£5:811726/811453

November
Thu.19th Singleton & East Dean WI:
Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: AGM
Wed.25th Singleton Lunch Club:
12.30pm:£5:811726/811453
Thu.26th East Dean & Singleton
Horticultural Society: AGM: 7pm
Loads more dates online…
valleydiary.org - Make it a date!
Let us know if you have something
arranged - call Jan on 811786

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the entries
and adverts in The Valley Diary. The content is based on the latest
information available to us at time of printing. Information may
change and every effort will be made to circulate correct
information as soon as possible in subsequent editions. This
edition will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any information
changes during the period of its validity. In no circumstances can
The Valley Diary accept any liability for any loss or damage which
may arise or result from any error in, or omission of, any entry or
advert whether relating to wording, space, position, artwork or
telephone number. Free entries are provided at the discretion of
The Valley Diary. The Valley Diary is not an agent for any business
or individual within its pages and is unable to vouch for the
advertising claims, professional qualifications, trade certifications,
memberships of trade associations or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or adverts published
anywhere with its pages. The Valley Diary advises readers to
satisfy themselves as to the exact type of goods or services offered
or qualifications held by the businesses or individuals appearing
its pages. In short, we’re very grateful to advertisers for providing
the funds to keep The Valley Diary going but can’t be held liable in
any way by readers if advertisers don’t live up to their claims and
we won’t get involved in any dispute between advertisers in The
Valley Diary and their customers. If you have any comments which
you would like passed to any of our advertisers, we will happily do
so but would encourage you by preference to contact them directly.

