Priceless

www.thevalleydiary.org

More of what you’re looking for. Locally.

Here we are then at the end of another
year, looking back wondering what on
earth hit the world, looking forward, as
always, with hope that everything will be
back to normal sometime soon.
There are those who reckon the world
will never be the same again, and maybe
they’re right, but the species is strong
and we humans adapt and survive!
We’ve made it through. Lots of
challenges. Lots of adjustments. Lots of
jiggling. But yes, lots of hope too. Well
done all.
Thank you for continuing to support The
Valley Diary. We’re continuing to print
1,000 copies each month and distribute
them far and wide. Where people can’t
get a physical copy, we circulate a PDF
version via our growing mailing list.
We’re taking in new territory slowly. We
creep into towards Chichester, but are
aware that we also want to keep The
Valley Diary local to our villages and
personal. So, always a balancing act.
Thank you to our advertisers for support
to keep things going financially,
contributors for creating good stuff for
folks to read and the team behind the
scenes making sure the work is done
getting copies out to you good people in
hard copy and by email. Merry
Christmas!

December 2021

...and the
bells rang
out...

Festive Cheer to all our
readers, contributors and
advertisers!
Another super shot by Nadine Duty…
www.nadinedutyphotographer.co.uk

ARMISTICE DAY WAS MARKED
WITH A WHOLE SCHOOL ACT
OF REMEMBRANCE AT WEST
DEAN. See Page 18...

On Saturday 30th
October the
Church bells in
East Dean and
Singleton rang out
to mark the start of
the COP26 conference, billed as the
most important event on climate
change there has ever been.
Since medieval times, Church bells have
been used for far more than to mark the
start of services. They have been used to
alert people that something has
happened, or is about to happen, locally
or nationally, an early precursor to the
Breaking News app, or the WhatsApp
group.
The nationwide ‘ring out for climate’ on
the eve of the conference was a reminder
to us all of the importance of working
together, in small ways, to protect our
world, for future generations.
Special thanks to the bell ringers of East
Dean, Karen Searle-Barrett, John Holt
and Richard Stephens who I’m sure rang
a much better peal than my poor attempt
in Singleton. Rev Sarah

2

The Earl of March
Country Pub & Restaurant
Seafood & Game Specialties
Country Plush Ambience,
Superb Cuisine & Wide Range of
Fine Wines & Ales
Look out for our Foodie Festivals!

We look forward to
welcoming you!
Lavant Road, Lavant,
Nr Chichester PO18 0BQ
Tel: 01243 533993
www.theearlofmarch.com
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COCKING VILLAGE STORES AND POST OFFICE
With the arrival of Evie and Travis in
revamped premises, Cocking Post Office and
Village Stores becomes a much needed
reality.

The Henry Smith
Charity for Singleton
and Charlton
(Charity no. 214103)
Henry Smith was a wealthy
merchant who, before his death
in 1628, took to wandering the
country as a vagabond, meeting
ordinary people and learning
about the difficulties faced by the
poor and disadvantaged.
When he died, he left some money in
trust to help the poor of the parishes
that had shown him warmth and
hospitality; one such parish was
Singleton and Charlton.
As a result of the charity and goodwill
of those who lived in our parish 400
years ago, a small sum is received each
year for distribution amongst those of
the parish who face hardship through
no fault of their own.
The charity welcomes applications and
recommendations for people and
community groups that may need
support. If you wish to apply or know
of someone in need, please write in
confidence to: The Trustees, The
Henry Smith Charity for Singleton &
Charlton, C/O 28 Charlton,
Chichester, PO18 0HU; or email:
robertsingletonpc@gmail.com

Lots going on and new ideas including
special giant home made sausage rolls to
tempt the unwary! Give it a try as you will be
delighted!

01730 817100
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Alf and Rosie Lee

LAVANT MEMORIAL HALL
ACTIVITIES

A Poem by Francis
Alf is a troublesome name,
When you are an elf.
Old Alf takes a lot of stick,
But he can look after himself.
He works very hard all year,
Making toys in Santa’s workshop.
He does enjoy a cuppa though,
When he gets a chance to stop.
But lately Alf’s tea has tasted off,
He asked Santa, “What do you think?”
“I need to know,” he demanded,
“If the tea here is safe to drink.”
“ There’s a union meeting”, he replied,
“So please, come along with me.”
“I shall put you top of the agenda,
Item 1, Alf and Safe Tea.”

Community
Café
If you have been
missing the
Singleton
Community Café (every 2nd
Monday of the month) we cannot
yet say when we will be returning.
But Singleton Village Hall is now
open and as soon as we can meet
again safely, following COVID
regulations – we will be back!

FRIENDLY CLUB
Friday 3rd December
1pm to 4pm
Christmas Light Lunch, Large Raffle.
Minibus meets 60 service at Yarbrook
Bus Stop at 12.30pm

1st... Malcolm Scott, Chichester
2nd... Lesley Pollard, East Dean
3rd… Robert Mayne, Charlton
Many congratulations to our three
winners in the November draw
sharing a total prize money of £110
once again drawn by Rev. Sarah’s
“random number selector”. Hopefully
in the New Year we might be able to
get back to our original arrangement
of drawing the numbers out of the
bag!
Next month’s draw will take place on
Sunday 5th December at East Dean
Church. As you know, we always
welcome new members for this fund
raising project in aid of the Fabric
Funds for our three Churches. If you
are interested, please give me a ring –
Wendy 811608.

COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB
Friday 10th December
7.30pm to 10.30pm
Concert: Live Bobby Read from
Somerset
NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
At Mundham - The Wortons
£10 Each, Tables Booked
All Welcome

SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB
Every Thursday
7pm to 9.30pm
Sunday 2pm to 5pm
Shoes and Bowls provided.
For more on any of these events,
do call for a chat…

DISTRIBUTION
MATTERS!

Tony Bleach

01243 527439
tonybleach@talktalk.net

A big thank you to Jim Sharrod for
having helped with distribution at the
Lavant end up to now. If you have a
little free time once a month to take
on this task, please do get in touch.
Many hands make light work, they
say!

Chris & Penny
01243 811833 - 01243 811544

THE WILD BUNCH BACK TO NORMAL
Chichester Natural History Society
January 5th, 7.15pm at Pallant Suite, South Pallant, Andrew Gaunt (Defra):
“Risks to the Environment from Alien Pests”. Programme, including field
outings and discussion/pub lunches, and membership details from
secretary@chichesternaturalhistorysociety.org.uk

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:

•

Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.

•

Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)

•

Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication

•

Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist

•

Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday
9.30am - 5.30pm
(Lunch 1pm-2pm)

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk
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Glow Forth Old Man
A Poem by Francis
I hope it’s not foggy Christmas Eve,
Because if what I’ve heard is true.
Santa won’t get very far,
There’s been one hell of a to-do.
Not sure of all the facts,
But this is how the story goes.
Something happened to Rudolph,
Well, to be precise - his nose.
You see, he had his boil lanced,
Which is a bit of a blow.
Well it was on the end of his nose,
And now it doesn’t glow.

Santa did not recognise him,
As he asked, “is Rudolph about?”
When he heard, “Yes, that’s me,”
He very nearly passed out.
Santa’s happy disposition,
Melted away in a trice.
Fumbling around on rooftops!?
That wouldn’t be very nice.
He went and drowned his sorrows,
In the local North Pole Inn.
Where he downed several snowballs,
Then a sack load of home made gin.
And that sorted his problem out,
He is now raring to go.
Because after so many sherbets,
His own nose don’t half glow!

Dementia Support’s
Christmas Double
Up Campaign
Last year, Dementia Support raised
over £40,000 during the festive
season. This year they aim to raise
£80,000 between midday on the
30th of November and the 14th of
December with their Christmas
Double Up Campaign. They need
your help to raise money to support
their vital services by donating to
double your donation, double your
impact and double the support.

The money donated in these two
weeks will be match-funded by a
Christmas Champion, doubling the
impact your donation can have on
the lives of those living with
dementia. So, your £5 donation
becomes £10, £50 becomes £100,
and £250 becomes £500.
Every penny raised will help
Dementia Support to support
those living with dementia as
well as their loved ones and
carers throughout their whole
dementia journey.

They offer free advice and support
through their Wayfinding service,
respite care, activity sessions and
health and wellbeing services, such
as hairdressing and assisted bathing
at their hub Sage House to help
people to live well with dementia.
To donate now, visit
www.dementiasupport.org.uk

01243 958460
If you would like more information
about the day or any of the services
offered at Sage House, please call
01243 888691 or visit their website.

A.S.M. Carpentry
& Joinery Ltd
Over 30 years of experience in all
aspects of carpentry
Professional, Qualified, Insured
Local and Reliable
Carpentry Company
andrew@asm-carpentry.com
Phone: 01243 278659
Mobile: 07789 748368

Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/Fortnightly
Ironing service a speciality

07860 604849
07825 618121
References/
recommendations
available on request
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Sussex Police have launched a
dedicated Business Crime Team,
only the third of its kind in the
country. The new unit will help
investigate crimes through
specialist knowledge, innovative
technology and closer cooperation with businesses.
Business managers and owners have
been saying we need to identify prolific
offenders and get them off our high
streets to create a safer environment
both for shoppers and retail workers.
Shopworkers and security staff have
been abused, threatened, and assaulted
and afraid to go to work.
The Association of Convenience Stores
says last year 89% of shop staff were
abused and there were 1.1m thefts from
stores at an average cost of £1,360.
Safer Sussex Business Partnership is a
great example of the police working
effectively with the business sector to
gather data, solve more crimes and
successfully prosecute more offenders.
Our shops and high streets have stayed
open throughout the pandemic
providing not just our essential
supplies but a focal point for residents.
Business crime is not a victimless crime
and it won’t be tolerated in Sussex.
Katy Bourne, Sussex Police &
Crime Commissioner

CHICHESTER
CONSERVATION
VOLUNTEERS Tasks
for DECEMBER
SLINDON: Sunday 5th: Conservation
– Woodland Management in Slindon
Woods with Scott Robertson of the
Chichester Conservation Volunteers
at 10am: 01243 552113/07722
025339
SINGLETON: Sunday 12th:
Conservation – Chalk Downland
Management on Levin Down with the
Chichester Conservation Volunteers
at 10am: Contact Bill Young: 01243
811563

01730 817359 - 07742 874883
shaun@shaunthesweep.co.uk
All types of chimneys swept
Power Sweeping
Traditional Sweeps Undertaken
Camera Surveys (internal and external)
HETAS approved stove installer and sweep.

HEYSHOTT: Sunday 19th:
Conservation – Chalk Downland
Management on Heyshott Down with
Scott Robertson of the Chichester
Conservation Volunteers at 10am:
01243 552113/07722 025339

RSPB Events for
DECEMBER
Zoom Meeting: Thursday 9th: Pete
Cairns, Wildlife and conservation
photographer and founding director
of The Wild Media – ‘Scotland – A
Rewilding Journey’ at 7pm: Zoom
talks are free to all RSPB Chichester
Local Group members and £4 each to
non-members. Places are limited, so
please book your place in advance by
contacting Rob Yarham:
chichesterbirds@gmail.com, 07545
376074

Maria Wildman
01243 262833
wildthings2@waitrose.com

DYSON KING
ARCHITECTURAL
IRONMONGERS

25 Years Supplying Fittings
for Doors, Windows, Gates,
Locks & Safes.
Service to Architects, Builders
& The General Public

01243 776739
www.dysonking.com

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
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Climate Change – Reasons to be Cheerful!
As the final declaration of COP 26 is picked over it is all too easy to dismiss the short term diplomatic compromises involved in the
wording as just so much “blah blah blah”. And the recent history of governments making great promises for their successors to
deliver on gives good cause for cynicism. But longer history gives better cause for optimism.
The industrial revolution began in the 18th Century with iron smelting powered by charcoal. Making charcoal was a skilled craft but
a very laborious process, consequently the people who knew how to do it made much better money than most workers for a few
decades, until the 19th Century when coal took their market. Because coal was easier to produce in large quantities and burned
hotter.
In the 20th Century oil took over from coal because it, in turn, was easier to produce and (once refined into petrol, diesel, etc.)
delivered much more energy from much less mass - a car requires a small tank of petrol, a steam locomotive requires a large tender
full of coal, and a fireman to shovel it in.
Following that pattern, it is inevitable that electricity will take over from oil because it can be produced from solar panels or wind
turbines or nuclear reactors and instantly transferred to where it is needed. This compares very favourably with having to pump oil
out of the ground in Saudi Arabia, pipe it to the coast, load it onto a tanker, ship it round the world, refine it and then distribute it to
petrol stations, all before it even gets to its end user.
Of course the distribution system will have to be hugely enhanced to cope with all the
TRADITIONAL
extra demand for electricity this will create. But at least we already have a national grid,
and a mains supply to every house. There were no filling stations or petrol tankers in
TIMBER
1905 as the first automobiles were puttering about on the roads, but these things were
soon created because there was a demand for them. There is no reason to believe that
WINDOWS
the necessary improvements to the distribution system will be any slower to develop in
Bespoke,
this instance!
hand crafted
Almost regardless of the benefits to the environment (that we are all so loudly in favour
of) crucially it will be cheaper and more convenient, and those are the forces that will be
windows
driving the energy market in the future, just as they have before. It is also politically
made here in
desirable not to be dependent for heat and light and movement on countries that, at best,
the Valley
don’t feel they owe us any favours; at worst actively despise us.
And where will that leave the fossil fuel producers? In much the same position as the
charcoal makers at the start of the coal age. They had it good in their time, they probably
thought their time would never end, but then the market moved on. We are the market.
We will always opt for cheapness and convenience. That’s what got us into this mess,
valleytraditionalwindows@gmail.com
fortunately it’s also what will get us out of it! Tim Weeks

07973 399487
01243 811319
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Midhurst
Camera Club
midhurstcameraclub.co.uk
December 2021
1st December 2021 - Midhurst Camera
Club Guest Speaker evening at the
Cowdray Golf Club - “Life in the slow
lane” by Mike Sanson.

THE BENEFITS OF BEING A CHAIN FREE BUYER
The fiercely competitive West Sussex property market has caused property
owners to see the benefits of being a chain free buyer. If they are able to purchase
a home without the need to sell another, they would be considered one. Many
require a mortgage still, but the best purchasers we deal with are cash rich.
Since the beginning of the pandemic, my clients have all been chain free. This is a vast change
to pre Covid-19 where chain free buyers were only half. I believe we are seeing a change now
because competition for good quality country houses in sought after villages has gone from
strength to strength. In the thirty plus years that I have been in the industry, I have not seen
anything quite like it. In order to strengthen their position therefore, buyers are realising they
become very attractive to sellers if they do not need to sell first or raise funds, putting them at
an advantage over other purchasers. A few reasons why sellers prefer chain free buyers...

January 2022
19th January 2022 - Midhurst Camera
Club Guest Speaker evening at the
Cowdray Golf Club - “Wildlife
photography” by Bob Webzell ARPS
EFIAP.

Less risk of the sale falling through

February 2022
9th February 2022 - Midhurst Camera
Club Guest Speaker evening at the
Cowdray Golf Club - “The Water’s
Edge: A Celebration Of The British
Coast” by Tony Worobiec FRPS.

Shorter property transactions

March 2022
2nd March 2022 - Midhurst Camera
Club Guest Speaker evening at the
Cowdray Golf Club - “A Long Way
South: Falklands, South Georgia and
Antartica” by John Nathan ARPS.
April 2022
20th April 2022 - Midhurst Camera
Club Guest Speaker evening at the
Cowdray Golf Club - “Underwater
Photography – The Big Stuff from
Manatees to Crocodiles” by David Keep
ARPS ABPE.
May 2022
4th May 2022 - Midhurst Camera Club
Guest Speaker evening at the Cowdray
Golf Club - “Along The Inca Trail” by
Stafford Steed LRPS CPAGB.

Having a buyer pull out of a sale is a seller’s worst fear. It is hugely stressful and causes
everything to fall apart. With one in four property sales falling through in the UK, it’s of no
surprise they feel this way. If a buyer doesn’t need to sell in order to proceed with the purchase
of another property, this means the risk of
them having to pull out is minimised, putting
them in good stead in the eyes of a seller.

THE MULBERRIES

Intense demand combined with Covid delays
and everybody rushing to make the various
stamp duty holiday deadlines has caused a
huge backlog for pushing properties through
to completion. If somebody is buying chain
free however, this does help shorten the
process. In fact, research has found chain free
buyers can reduce the conveyancing process
by as much as eight weeks!

Less stress
Moving home is supposed to be the third most
stressful thing anybody can do. Having a
chain free buyer is a generally a less stressful
option for a seller as the sale is pretty much
guaranteed to progress without much delay,
and with minimal risk of falling through.
It’s therefore very tempting for a seller to
accept an offer from a chain free buyer,
especially one who has the cash rather than
relying on raising a mortgage. There are
further benefits for buyers too. Purchasers
tend to be in an enhanced position to
negotiate on price. I have had many occasions
where sellers have actually accepted my
clients’ offers even though they weren’t the
highest bidder. This was because they
presented themselves as a less risky
proposition. Also, stress levels are reduced
because buyers don’t need to worry about
selling their property in order to proceed with
their purchase. Jennie Hancock:
www.propertyacquisitions.co.uk

Saturday 13th November

The Mulberries present a 60’s Pop Night
with The Minkees

Pagham Village Hall
Pagham Road, Pagham, PO21 4NJ at
7.30pm.
Bring your own food and drink
Proceeds to local charities
Wheelchair access

Tickets in advance for £8
01243 266849/262833

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey

BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK

SINGLETON
VILLAGE HALL
Our attractive
Village Hall is for
hire

Skittle Alley
for Hire
Well equipped kitchen
Reasonable rates
All you need for your event

www.singletonvillagehall.com
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It’s hard to believe that this is the
last VGC report for 2021. If last
year was strange, somehow this
one has been even more so, still
dominated by that horrible little
virus and endless vaccinations as
well as rather a lot or rain and
cloud.
On the positive side however, we held
our first VGC Talk. How good it was to
see people face to face, chat and have
such an interesting talk on bees. I am not
sure how literally I should take the
advice to “leave my garden untidy for
wild life” but so far I am doing a good
job!
Instead of our usual AGM and supper,
we thought that some may be a little
anxious about close contact at tables etc
so we are planning a Christmas Coffee
Morning. This will be held at East
Dean Village Hall, 10.30am on
Friday 17th December and will be an
informal meeting to put forward ideas
for the 2022 programme over coffee,
cake and a chat.
Ideas for next year include the Bacon
Bap Morning in April, hopefully inside
with Baps, a Spring Show, one or two
“Garden Safaris” - in other words a
chance to have a look and gain ideas
from other people’s gardens with the
added attraction of Drinks and Nibbles
at the end and, of course, the Annual
Show.
Please put the date in your diary, come
along with ideas or just to catch up with
other gardeners in the Valley. Please feel
free to wear a mask etc. if you wish, hand
sanitiser will be provided.
Hope to see lots of you there and don’t
forget to plant your bulbs now for the
Spring Show if you haven’t already got
them in!
A very Happy Christmas to you all!

Question Time at
The Star and
Garter
Sunday November 14th saw a full
house sit down in the Star and Garter
to enjoy a few drinks and a lamb
curry – oh, and some people kept
asking questions about current
affairs and military history and so on.
So the second quiz night of the
autumn season was won by The
Marauders (Max and Eden Davies,
Ian and Sue Farman, Lesley Calloway
and Deirdre Forman) by just three
points in a keenly fought
competition. Deirdre then added to
her victory by winning the star prize
in the raffle, a brand new ‘Lazy
Susan’ garden bench. The raffle
raised £160 for St. Wilfrid’s Hospice
so in many ways everybody won.
The next quiz will be on Sunday
12th December. Obviously it will
be a Christmas themed event and is
likely to be particularly popular, so if
you want to join in phone 811318 as
soon as possible - assemble your
team and bag your table. Don’t worry
if you haven’t got a full team yet,
these things generally sort
themselves out on the night. The
menu will be decided closer to the
day and advertised on the posters
which will probably be up by the time
you read this, but I can confidently
predict that it will be delicious and
frankly, it’s worth coming just for the
food!
The pub are also taking bookings for
Christmas celebration meals for
parties of two to 32 - ring landlord
Jim McDonald on 811318 and him
and his team will do whatever they
can to make your lunch or dinner a
really enjoyable occasion. Tim
Weeks

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
Showroom & Workshop
Located at Binderton Nr Lavant
Main dealers for many makes
Fast reliable service
Advice & Discounted machines
Part exchange taken
Collection & delivery offered

See website
www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003
BERRY STONEWORK
SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE
BRICKWORK
RESTORATION CONSERVATION
RENOVATION

DUNCAN BERRY
duncan@berrystonework.co.uk
www.berrystonework.co.uk

PHONE
07557 515314
01243 539279

Units 1 & 2, Lavant, Chichester
PO18 0BW

01243 532630
www.a1autocarechichester.co.uk
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The Diary
Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the
coming months. Do please let us know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all.
Deadline for the…

January 2022 Edition

December 2021

Fri 3rd & Sat 4th Advent - A
Christmas Experience and
Market: Weald & Downland
Museum
Sat 4th & Sun 5th Wests of
East Dean Christmas Open
Weekend: 10am
Sun 5th Tree Dressing: Weald &
Downland Museum
Fri 10th Gentlemens Lunch:
East Dean Village Hall: 12.30pm
Sat-Thu, 11th - 23rd Green
Father Christmas: Weald &
Downland Museum
Sun 12th CSV: Chalk Downland
Management: Levin Down:
10am: 811563
Sun 12th Quiz Night: The Star &
Garter, East Dean
Mon 13th Community Café:
10.30am: Singleton Village Hall
Tue 14th Ladies Night! Star &
Garter: 7pm
Fri 17th Valley Gardening Club:
Christmas Coffee Morning: East
Dean Village Hall: 10.30am
Fri 17th End of School Term:
West Dean & Singleton
Fri 17th The Valley Diary Copy
Deadline: 12noon
Thu 23rd Museum Last Day
Open until 3rd January

Mon 11th East Dean Parish
Council AGM: 7pm: Council
Meeting: 7.30pm: East Dean
Village Hall

May 2022

Sat 28th & Sun 29th
Goodwoof! Goodwood

June 2022

Fri 23rd - Sun 26th Festival
of Speed: Goodwood

September 2022
Fri 16th - Sun 18th
Goodwood Revival

Got something to
add? Please let us
know by emailing...
editor@valleydiary.org
Lots more dates and events
can be found in the Diary
Online at…
...thevalleydiary.org/diary

Head on over for as many of
the dates as we can scoop up!

January 2022

Mon 3rd Museum Re-Opens
Tue 4th First Day of School:
West Dean & Singleton
Mon 17th East Dean Parish
Council Meeting: East Dean
Village: 7.30pm

April 2022

Sat 9th & Sun 10th 79th
Members' Meeting: Goodwood
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All information for inclusion to
arrive by 12noon please on

Friday 17th December
editor@valleydiary.org
Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything you
have to share with your community
should arrive as soon as possible.

The Team
Ted Salmon, Editor & Accounts
editor@valleydiary.org, 07423 117091
David Mather, Accounts & Advertising
davidmather0@gmail.com, 01243 774385,
07973 820877
Chris Kelly, Distribution
chriskelly7043@yahoo.co.uk, 01243 811833

The Distribution Team

East Dean: Tim Weeks, Wendy Heather
Charlton: Penny Buchan, Valerie Tapley
Singleton: Penny Spence, Jane Penny,
Elaine Kelly, Judy Fathers, Gay Godfrey,
Vicky Gillespie
West Dean: Jonalyn Mills, Sandra
Muggeridge, Micky Johns, Carol Corbett
Binderton: Barbara Boxall
Goodwood: Tony Boxall
Lavant: Vacant
Chichester: Penny Buchan
The legal bit: We (The Valley Diary Team) make
every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any
error in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by
the businesses or individuals appearing in its pages.
In short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

Useful Telephone
Numbers
FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mountford, 01243 811358.
HOME FOOT CARE 01243 811442.
DOG GROOMING - SMART DOGS Lesley Pollard. 01243
811805
PILATES CLASSES Jo, 07917 177404
FERNS RESTORATIVE YOGA 01243 818058
STANDBY NANNY Josie, 07747 867652
PAINTER AND DECORATOR Arthur, 07936 082626
YOGA WITH CARA 07787 512283
EAR CARE SPECIALIST Summersdale Pharmacy, 01243 380185
YOGA WITH JACQUI 01243 535223, 07854 441010
YOGA WITH KATIE Tel. Tel 07918 757758
REGISTERED NURSE Dawn, 07876 796034
PAINTER Shaf 07706 105526
PLUMBER Peter 07825 268317
DOG GROOMING Leandra 07944 788727
BUILDER James 07788 532135
TAXI 01243 778499
SOMETHING FISHY 01243 671133 or 07900 086085

GOODWOOF! ...all about the Dog in 2022!
Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th May
Competitions and demonstrations to play and pampering,
trails and treats, wellness and nutrition, Goodwoof will be a
feast of family-friendly fun designed to entertain both dogs and
their humans. It may be a later than first expected but we can
assure you, it’ll be worth the wait.
Tickets are £30 for a limited time, dogs and under 12's go free.
goodwood.com/goodwoof

CDC Councillor, Henry Potter
07792 857973
East Dean Football Club
07944 036709
East Dean Fete
01243 811608
East Dean PC Clerk
07712 647511
East Dean Village Hall
01243 811358
Goodwood Security
07909 876823
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
01243 527264
Lavant Road Pharmacy
01243 380185
Local Police
101
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean
TBA
Police (Local Officer)
TBA
Singleton Fete
01243 818037
Singleton Parish Clerk
07976 800965
Singleton School
01243 811679
Singleton Tearooms
01243 811899
Singleton Village Hall
01243 811453
Valley Parish Office
01243 811213
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Office
01243 811363
Shop
01243 811020
West Dean College
01243 811301
West Dean Fete
01243 811247
West Dean Gardens
01243 818221
West Dean PC Clark
01798 865189
West Dean School
01243 811247
West Dean Stores
01243 818222

Register of Local...

Cna yuo raed tihs?
Olny 55 prenesnt of plepoe can

The Old Granary East Lavant - ask Helen 01243 251301

i cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty
uesdnatnrd waht I was rdanieg. The
phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid,
aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde
Uinervtisy, it dseno't mtaetr in waht oerdr
the ltteres in a wrod are, the olny iproamtnt
tihng is taht the frsit and lsat ltteer be in
the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses
and you can sitll raed it whotuit a pboerlm.
Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not
raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a
wlohe. Azanmig huh? yaeh and I awlyas
tghuhot slpeling was ipmorantt!

Trundlers Charlton - ask another Helen 01243 811686
Hunters Lodge, Lavant - or indeed another Helen!
01243 532415 - 07788 663712
B&B - Ring Sophie on 01243 811465
The Folly, Charlton on 01243 811307 - ask Joan or David
B & B Harper's Cottage, East Lavant. Ring Caroline 01243 278659
Flint Cottage, 47 Mid Lavant, Lavant Road, P018 0AA: Sue Kemble 01243
785883 / 07814903541
Run a little local B&B? Why not list here for free!

editor@valleydiary.org
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Singleton and Charlton Parish Council

CHICHESTER AND
MIDHURST AGE UK
STOCK APPEAL
Age UK is the country's leading
charity dedicated to helping
everyone make the most of later
life.
The last eighteen months have been
difficult for everyone, and Age UK
services have been called upon by
thousands of older people who have no
one to turn to; often at their lowest
ebb, they are anxious, distressed and
often lonely.
Our shops urgently need good quality
items to sell to raise money. Your old
clothes could help us be there to
provide advice when an older person
needs somewhere to turn. The books
you no longer read could help put on a
dance class. And your bric-a-brac could
help brighten someone's day by helping
provide a regular friendship call.
Please donate your unwanted items to
one of our local shops at Crane Street,
Chichester or North Street, Midhurst.
For more information about what we
accept either give the shop a call or see
our website www.ageuk.org.uk
Chichester 01243 536174
Midhurst 01730 815673
If you are a UK taxpayer please think
about Gift Aiding your donation. For
every £1 we make from selling your
items, Gift Aid gives us an extra 25p.
Imagine what a difference that could
make and at no extra cost to you.
Kathy and Mary-Anne

Traffic Calming Measures
You will see that the gates have, as writing, almost been completed and by the time
you read this they should have been completed! The signs will then be ordered. The
SID camera has been installed at its first location and will now rotate every two to
three weeks around the Parish. The data we can gather will help us move forward
with funding for the other calming measures that we would like to introduce.
Church Path
We are thrilled that the path has been completed from Church Way to the Church
and hope that you are all happy with it.
Playground update
We are in the midst of raising the funds for the playground on Glebe Field and hope
very much that some, if not all of the project will be completed for next summer.
Volunteers
We have set up working parties to deal
with all the projects that we are carrying
out, including the new playground,
traffic calming and maintenance. We
would love to know if there are any
members of the parish who would like to
join. Many hands make light work!
Please contact Viv to find out more.
Do get in touch with us if you have any
issues or suggestions for the parish. We
would like to take this opportunity of
wishing you all a very happy and
peaceful Christmas and New Year.
Viv Nuttall (Clerk)
singletonparishcouncil1@gmail.com
01243 811810
singletonparishcouncil.co.uk

The Leconfield Singers

Christmas Concert
Saturday 11th December
6pm
St Mary’s Church at Petworth
Tickets available from…
ticketsource.co.uk/leconfieldsingers
Featuring John Rutter's Gloria and a
mix of traditional and contemporary
carols.
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MOBILE
POST OFFICE
THE SELSEY ARMS at
WEST DEAN
MONDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm
THURSDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm

THE PARTRIDGE INN at
SINGLETON
MONDAYS 2.45pm to 3.45pm

Mobile Postmaster, Operating from
Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779

£300K BOOST FROM SAFETY
OF WOMEN AT NIGHT FUND
We received the welcome news this week
that we have secured nearly £300k from
the Safety of Women at Night Fund. This
builds on the £1m we received a month
ago from the Safer Streets Fund to tackle
violence and abuse against women and
girls (VAWG).
Here in Sussex, we will be working with
over 80 businesses - including some of
the largest nighttime venues and
transport hubs - to help their staff
identify, prevent, and respond to sexual
violence and map safe places and travel
options for women and girls. This
includes a trained taxi marshal scheme
in Brighton, the busiest nighttime
economy in Sussex.
A large proportion of the funding will
support high visibility police patrols at
night in specially VAWG branded cars.
As well as providing reassurance and a
deterring presence, the officers will be
there to offer advice and signposting to
other support services.
Katy Bourne, Sussex Police &
Crime Commissioner

Hockney to Hamid: 60 years
of British Printmaking
A new Exhibition showing now at the
Chichester Pallant Gallery is a brilliant
new exhibition spanning 60 years of
British art through one versatile medium
with over 100 prints by 80 different
artists. David Hockney, Lubaina Himid,
Peter Blake, Tracey Emin, Barbara
Hepworth, Henry Moore, Grayson Perry,
Lucian Freud, Anthony Gormley, and
many more. Go take a look! 01243

774557

WEALD & DOWNLAND
LIVING MUSEUM
UNVEILS ITS NEW
CHRISTMAS
PROGRAMME FOR ALL
THE FAMILY

THE BOOK SHED
Singleton Village Hall
Now Open…

Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 4pm

Access is through the side gate
The Museum has an exciting winter
and
is the first shed on the right.
programme lined up offering visitors a
chance to soak up the festive spirit and
The books are free for you to keep or
learn about Christmas preparations of
return.
the past. Escape the hustle and bustle of
If you have any books you wish to donate
the busy Christmas season and enjoy a
please place them on the shelves.
unique experience with seasonal events
and activities for all the family running
throughout December.
On the 3-4 December the Museum
will be holding its ‘Advent –
preparing for Christmas’ event
which will include an array of festive
and family-friendly experiences
exploring Christmas traditions from the
past with live demonstrations and
displays. The event will also include a
boutique Christmas market which
will bring together over 50 handselected stall holders, showcasing a
range of high-quality products all
sourced from the local region, from arts
and crafts to artisanal gifts. This is the
perfect opportunity to pick up a unique
stocking filler or memorable present
while supporting local traders and
craftspeople.
On Sunday 5 December, the popular
Tree Dressing event will return to
mark the custom of honouring the
importance of trees. This will include an
illuminated procession through the Museum grounds at dusk and guests are
encouraged to bring their own headdresses and lanterns which are then placed
around the Museum’s aspen trees to create a circle of light.
The festivities continue from mid-December with the return of Green Father
Christmas. Families can enjoy some traditional Christmas magic and book to
meet Father Christmas who will be dressed in seasonal greenery and present
children with handcrafted gifts.
All tickets must be pre-booked. For more info and to book go to
www.wealddown.co.uk - Museum will be closed 24 December - 3 January 2022.
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SEASONAL RECYCLING GUIDE
Colin McFarlin is a Volunteer Waste Prevention
Advisor with West Sussex County Council.
Christmas is a busy time for talks and community
events and poses more recycling questions than any
other time of year. Here are his ideas, tips and
guidance on how to have a greener Christmas.
Recyclable Items
Wrapping paper – paper based wrapping paper can
be recycled in West Sussex, just try to remove as much Sellotape as possible. If you
are unsure if your wrapping paper is more paper or plastic, do the scrunch test!
Scrunch the paper up and it if stays scrunched, it can be placed in your at home
recycling bin. If the wrapping paper bounces back, it has a higher plastic content
and can’t be recycled.
Cardboard boxes – flatten boxes to save room and place these in your recycling
bin!
Christmas cards – if possible remove bows and ribbons first before placing in the
recycling bin, the bows, ribbons and other accessories from the card can be reused
or popped in the rubbish bin.
Sweet and chocolate tins and tubes – metal, cardboard or paper can all be
recycled!
Glass bottles - tasty juices, beer, wine and champagne glass bottles all go in the
recycle bin.
Remember the best recycling is clean, dry and loose! Don’t bag your recycling
and ensure the lid closes so rain doesn’t get in and ruin the recycling’s quality.
Unrecyclable Items
Wrapping decorations - plastic wrapping paper, bows and ribbons from cards and
gift wrap can be carefully removed and saved for you to use on your presents next
year.
Christmas fairy lights – these are classed as WEEE (Waste Electrical and
Electronic Equipment) and can either be taken to the Recycling Centre or check
with your local District or Borough council as they may offer WEEE collections.
Artificial trees – Either save for use next year or take to your local Recycling
Centre, remember to check and see if you have to book to visit your closest centre.
Dead batteries – Many electrical
stores and supermarket have bins
for batteries, where they can be
sent for proper disposal. Never
put batteries in your household
bins as these can cause fires when
they get to processing centres.
You can also take to the Recycling
Centre or check with your local
District or Borough council as
they may offer battery collections.
Other ways to recycle
Check out nearest drop off points
for many other materials, using
this handy Recycling Locator.

MILESTONE
GARAGE
COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

01730 813148

Happy (Christmas)
Recycling!
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Summary of the meeting of East Dean Parish Council
18th October 2021 at 7.30pm at East Dean Village Hall
Present: Neil Georges- Chair, Peter West, Sara Hutton- Potts and Sam Hook
Apologies: John Holt, Sarah Peirson and Josh Collins
In attendance: Jeremy Hunt –West Sussex Council, Henry Potter-Chichester
District Council, Alexia Ward – Parish Clerk and Two parishioners
Minutes The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and approved. Neil
Georges announced that Mike Hall had sadly passed away. He had been born in
East Dean and attended the East Dean Village School. He had also been a parish
councillor at Boxgrove, a District Councillor ‘til 2007 and a West Sussex County
Councillor ‘til 2017. The Parish Council agreed to remember his life with a
donation to St Wilfrid’s Hospice, his chosen charity and to send condolences to
the family.
Matters arising from Minutes
Peter West was thanked by the Parish Council for putting up the plaque in the
bus shelter to acknowledge that the funds required to maintain the shelter came
from Helen West’s legacy.
Alexia Ward received the flag design from Edward Hilary Davis and had ordered
the first flags for Jon Bailie and Tim Calloway which were presented to them in
acknowledgement of their work on the Parish Council at the Village Hall on 17th
September. The flags can be ordered and for any further information Alexia Ward
can be contacted at eastdeanparishcouncilclerk@gmail.com. Neil Georges has
thanked Edward Hilary Davis for his hard work in designing the flag.
Reports from Councillors The CDC and WSCC read out their reports
Update from Parish Councillors - John Holt said that he would update the
Winter Management plan and that the salt had been delivered to Droke Farm.
Sam Hook said that she was trying to get more volunteers so that we could get the
Community Speed Watch up and running. Neil Georges added that he would
continue to correspond with Southern Water with regard to drainage in East
Dean.

Financial update - Alexia Ward said the balance of the Lloyds current account
was £3,595.94. The savings account (H West Legacy) balance was £19,859.03. The
Parish Council had received the precept payment from CDC of £558.00 in
September 2021.
Village Clear Up The Parish Council agreed that the weekend of 20th-21st
November for the Village Clear up.
Bonfire Night Neil Georges said that he would be reviewing and updating the
Risk Assessment for the fireworks and bonfire evening to be held on 5th
November 2021.
Date of Next Meetings
17th January 2022, 7.30pm, East Dean Village Hall.
11th April 2022, AGM at 7pm and Parish Council Meeting at 7.30pm, East Dean
Village Hall
A full account of the minutes can be obtained from Alexia Ward, Parish Clerk at
eastdeanparishcouncil@gmail.com or at www.eastdeanhall.co.uk/minutes

Dismantling & Felling
Crown Thinning & Reducing

Morning & Afternoon sessions
available Monday to Friday
Call 01243 811423
www.westdeanpreschool.co.uk

Clock conservation
restoration & repair

Jon Butt Bsc (Hons) T. 023 92 631836
E. hello@jonbuttclocks.co.uk
www.jonbuttclocks.co.uk

Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748

M N ELECTRICAL

Removal of Deadwood
Pruning

Electrical Installation and
Design

Hedge Cutting

Inspection and Testing

Stump Grinding

From a new socket to a
complete rewire

Full public liability - Certified Arborist
Free Estimates and Advice
brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com

07763 844422
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NICEIC Approved Contractor

Call 01243 573790
Clive 07932 623763

News from West Dean CE Primary School
Armistice Day was marked with a whole school act of remembrance on Thursday
and Mr Williams was particularly proud of the respect and deep thought that the
children showed throughout, and the careful planning and delivery of the
assembly by the children in Beech Class. We were incredibly fortunate to have the
beginning and end of the two-minute period of silence marked by live playing of
The Last Post and The Reveille, by Will Wilkin, our visiting cornet teacher from
the West Sussex Music Team. This added an extra element of poignancy for
everyone present, so huge thanks to Will for performing for us.
Mr Williams was joined by West Dean children at the Remembrance service at St
Andrew’s Church on Remembrance Sunday, and laid a beautiful wreath, made by
the Year One children and Ms Boxall during Forest School, at the village
memorial.
During election week, for the introduction of our new Pupil Parliament, we had a
polling station and a very successful Pupil Parliament election. The children
running for election as Members of Pupil Parliament (MPPs) were busy preparing
and delivering their manifesto speeches to their respective classes during the first
half of the week, including the children from Chestnut class who wish to represent
the voice of our youngest children in Apple and Maple Class in the Parliament.
They have had a chance to work in those classes so that their faces were known
before the vote. As you can see from the photo of the school, taken on election
morning, someone above was telling us to put an ‘X’ in the right box!
We were so proud of the children’s sensible approach to the voting. We tried to
create as authentic a polling station as possible, with proper voting booths, clerks
running the operation and of course the all-important ballot box. The serious job
of counting followed and the children were told the results. Regardless of the
outcome, we were very impressed with all of the children who put themselves
forward for election, and, although they couldn’t all be elected, there will be other
opportunities to be involved in the work of the Parliament. We have since had our
first, successful, meeting with the newly elected members of West Dean Pupil
Parliament!

EAST DEAN F.C. LOSES A GREAT CHARACTER
The boys have a few games since the last edition, but
unfortunately the results have not gone our way. We have
played Harting twice, lost 5-1 on both occasions and also lost to
Felpham 3-0. The team have struggled to get players to games
regularly, this means players are not match-fit and struggle to
get into the pace of the game. Numbers have been good at
training, so hopefully we can get a few more available
consistently for games and can turn the corner. We have some
sad news to bring you - we have lost another member of the
East Dean 1966 squad - Roy Anscombe a former midfielder and
such a lovely man. Great character and one that would always support the club in
anyway he could. He even ran a badminton club at East Dean. Thoughts are with
his family at this time. The club would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year. Peter Kearvell

SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS
## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##

FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West
Sussex, PO20 1QD

01243 531298
www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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FIFTY VILLAGES
Last year Andrew Berriman wrote and
published a local history book called 'In
Search of Lavant'. He has now
broadened his horizons and written a
similar book about no less than fifty
villages, all within the South Downs.
They include all our Valley villages. Each
article starts with the 1896 Ordnance
Survey map of each village, and ends
with a series of colour photographs
taken by Andrew in that village. The
book (£13.95) is a substantial work, 268
pages, with over 200 photographs. It can
be purchased at Harting Stores, or by
contacting Andrew directly on
andrew.berriman@gmail.com. It makes
an excellent Christmas present for all
those with an interest in our local
villages. See Page 22 for more...

DOWN ON RED
BUCKET FARM
A lovely, amusing and colourful book,
that featured in its own series on
Angel Radio, by your resident poet
Francis Emery.
Signed copies
available from the
Weald and
Downland
museum shop, and
from the Shepherd
Hut Shop at East
Dean.

ROSEMARY
STAPLES
My mother, Rosemary Staples, has
sadly passed away on 5th November.
She was born in the village in 1936 and
attended the school. Mum wrote for
The Valley News (before it ended and
The Valley Diary started) and indeed
along with John Doff, helped with the
birth of The Valley News. She and my
dad also worked on the Millennium
Project. Jane Colford.
[We also remember Rosemary fondly
from the years she made submissions
to The Valley Diary regarding her
findings on, and enjoyment of, Levin
Down. I’m sure that many people
appreciated her input and feel the
sadness with Jane. Ed.]

Don’t forget that we accept Advertorial
from our valued advertisers, so do
email in up to 250 words and a small
image and we’ll fit it in as and when we
have space. Let’s work together!

editor@valleydiary.org

CLEANER NEEDED
EAST DEAN VILLAGE HALL
We are looking for an occasional
cleaner for East Dean Village Hall.
Cleaning can be on different days
of the week depending on when the
Hall is being used.

East Dean

VILLAGE HALL
www.eastdeanhall.co.uk
Ideal for celebrations, fitness classes, meetings, parties and
wedding receptions. Can accommodate 80 standing/60
seated. Fully equipped professional kitchen, outside grass
area with stunning views, car park for up to15 cars.
Disabled access.

You need to be flexible,
conscientious and local. References
required. If you are interested,
please email Vicky on
vmm@vickymudford.com

CHICHESTER CANAL 200 YEAR ANNIVERSARY!
Chichester Canal has been an important part of our community
landscape and our social and cultural scene for almost 200
years, having marked its first formal opening on 9th April 1822.
And now the Chichester Ship Canal Trust, the volunteer-led charity behind the
canal, is planning a season of anniversary events through 2022 to help people
discover more about the unique heritage and different ways to explore the canal.
The project team are looking for all manner of memories, to illustrate what the
canal has meant to people during the last 200 years. The memories may be from
very recent years, as you may have discovered the canal during lockdown, or a
family story about the seasonal boat trips, or about the enjoyment of paddling or
walking. The stories may be from generations further back - perhaps before the
canal was restored, about businesses there or childhoods growing up. The
community has been a rich source of stories, often passed from generation to
generation, recorded or captured orally
or in photographic form.
The responses will be displayed as part of
the anniversary celebrations, where they
will be on view for the community to
enjoy.
To share a memory, please send it
to 200years@chichestercanal.com
in whatever format you like.
Pictures are very welcome. You can
collect a paper form in the canal
cafe which you can fill out by hand
or use the printed QR code to take
you online to write your response.
You are welcome to keep your
responses anonymous if you
choose.

Careful & competent

WINDOW
CLEANING
STEPHEN PINE

Please ask for a quotation
stephennpine@gmail.com

07939 254998

01243 786816
07887 752056
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Christmas Care for
Wildlife
For most of us, Christmas is a time of
celebrating, exchanging gifts and enjoying
good food. Unfortunately, this does result
in overflowing amounts of discarded
waste, plastic packaging and wrapping
paper, which could potentially be
hazardous to wildlife if not disposed of
correctly. We urge people to dispose of or
recycle their rubbish responsibly in the
hopes it will cut down on unnecessary
waste and reduce the impact it could have on wildlife. Look out for
environmentally-friendly alternatives wherever possible or consider wildlife
friendly gifts this Christmas – bird feeders, bird food, hedgehog houses, patient
sponsorships and other gifts can all be purchased through our website.
With rising concerns regarding the spread of avian influenza, we have changed
our admissions protocol for ALL birds. If you find a collapsed bird with no obvious
signs of injury, please DO NOT enter the site or hospital reception, but, instead,
please call us (01243 641672 ext 1) from your car in our carpark and one of the
team will come out to you. Avian influenza is a nasty and fatal disease.
Unfortunately, if we have just one confirmed case here at the hospital, we would
be forced to euthanise of all of our sick and healthy bird patients, which is a horror
we are not prepared to risk incurring.
We expect to take in over 250 hungry hedgehogs as well as hundreds of other
wildlife casualties over the next few weeks. Staff will be kept busy providing
overwinter support to sick or underweight hedgehogs - keeping them clean and
their bellies full, to help them reach a healthy weight to be released next spring.
With this in mind, if you are able to donate any meat-based tinned cat/dog food to
help to vulnerable
hedgehogs in our care, we
would be most grateful.
Thank you for your
support though another
challenging year. We wish
you a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year.

Fast Effective Pest Control
Rabbits, Moles, Wasps, Rats, Bees,
Mice, Fleas, Hornets, Moths, Flies,
Squirrels, Woodworm, Bedbugs, Foxes,
Bee specialist: Humane Bee Removals

Next year the Charity has
big plans ahead, and we
will need your continued
support as we embark on
our biggest fundraising
and building challenge yet.

Other services
Pest Prevention, Logs, Tree work,
Garden Clearance

brentlodge.org
01243 641672

07453 965542
george@gspestcontrol.net
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Last week we received a visit by an officer from the
Environment Agency. Their remit is to make sure
that farms are not a pollution risk particularly as
our farm is within what is known as a Nitrate
Vulnerable Zone or NVZ where there is a risk of nitrates
leaching into the ground water which then becomes a problem
for the water supply companies.
There are strict rules regarding application of manures and mineral
fertilisers in particular, dates of application, quantity and justification for
use on a given crop which farmers must adhere to. Accurate records of
these applications must also be kept. Thankfully the visit went well and
the officer seemed largely happy with her inspection of the farm and our
records. We will be receiving a report from the EA in due course which
will highlight any areas that require attention.
The breeding season for the dairy cows and ewes is upon us again. The
cows have activity monitors around their necks which gives us the
optimum time for mating which is now all done by Artificial
Insemination. No bulls on the farm these days. The ewes which have been feeding on some good grass lately, now have the
pleasure of running with half a dozen rams for a few weeks. The gestation for cows is 9 months so they will start calving next
August but the ewe's gestation is just 5 months so they will be lambing from the beginning of April next year. We aim to lamb
and calve within fairly tight periods which makes management of the flocks and herds a little easier.
Like you, we have been enjoying the amazing Autumn colour display from the trees, hedges and forests that surround our
villages. Farmer John and Team. (Photos: Along Droke Lane, Fruit-laden Spindle Tree, Lambs fattening on herbal leys.)

Albert says...

The real reason why Rudolph,
Always leads the way.
In front of his fellow reindeers,
As they pull Santa’s sleigh.
Is a fact that some ignore,
Or have conveniently forgotten.
But who’d want him behind them,
With that hooter up their bottom.

Tim Jasper Kitchens, Home
Offices, Bookcases and More...
It all started when the Russians went into Afghanistan in 1979, leading
much of the west to boycott the 1980 Moscow Olympics. As a result the
Olympic dressage was held in front of Goodwood House, where Tim
was fortunate enough to meet the then Earl of March, who learning of
Tim’s need to find somewhere to live and work suggested he might be
interested in an old place across the park.
And hence he stumbled across the near derelict Valdoe farm house and buildings,
covered in creeper, the yard full of nettles and bits of rusting farm clobber. The
house hadn’t been inhabited since the 60’s, much of the roof was missing, and it
had virtually vanished under a carpet of Russian vine. It took heavy work with a
machete to discover the front door.
Since then Tim and his team have designed and made exquisite kitchens and fitted
furniture for clients across the land, and sometime abroad. One particularly
challenging year saw them completely remodel a large chalet in the alps, refit the
interior of a private yacht in Antibes, and create new offices in Dubai. More
recently they refurbished the interior of the Japanese Ambassador’s Residence in
London, and remodelled the interior of Jacobean mansion in Sussex.
However their main legacy has been the creation of carefully designed, well made
kitchens, including a fair smattering in the valley, all of which Tim is confident
will last generations of use. Indeed as far as he is aware all of the kitchens and
other furniture he has created over the past 40 years are still going strong!

21

22

THE FOX GOES FREE

LIVE MUSIC

Willie Austen - Wednesday 15th December

SEASONS GREETINGS

It’s not too late. You can still join us for a festive Christmas
Party! Or why not join us to bring in the New Year!
Please see our website’s Christmas page for our festive
menus

JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2022

Tuesday lunch & dinner our tasty fish & chip deal will be
available

Friday night Meat Raffle has resumed!

01243 811461

enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com
www.thefoxgoesfree.com
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THE STAR & GARTER
East Dean
TUESDAY 14th DECEMBER
7pm
We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month! Everyone is welcome!

2022

Events

By the time that
you read this, the
subject of this
month’s article will
have probably
passed, but this is
just in case there
are any remaining.
There is always
next Autumn,
anyway.
I found a few of these on
the eastern side of the reserve whilst hearing the Goodwood foresters cutting down
ash trees that might fall on the paths due to ash dieback.
This is a fungus, or mushroom (whichever you prefer to call it), which I am pretty
certain is the Common Cavalier (Melanoleuca polioleuca) due to both it’s
macroscopic and microscopic features.
It has a brown, slightly depressed cap with a darker brown boss (umbo) in the
centre. The flesh is creamy-white, and so are the gills and spores. It is not
recommended for eating.

79th Members’ Meeting: 9th & 10th April

Festival of Speed: 23rd – 26th June
Goodwood Revival: 16th – 18th September

You can find it amongst grassland near trees or bushes, and is, as it’s name suggests,
common, although I have only found them on Levin in that one area.

The inset picture looking down on the top of the cap shows the dark umbo in the
centre (sorry if it isn’t quite sharp, but I had to handhold the camera). Bill Young

24

