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THANK YOU TED
AND THE TEAM

SINGLETON
PLAYGROUND
UPDATE
The children at Singleton Primary
School created some wonderful
designs and submitted over 55
drawings with their ideas of what
facilities should be included in the new
-look playground. You can see some of
these and a full overview of the project
on Page 21.

It’s that time of year again when we,
the recipients of the Valley Diary, offer
our thanks and appreciation to Ted and
the team who manage to get this
brilliant publication put together so
professionally, and delivered to every
house in the Valley free of charge.
Great job, team! Best wishes for 2022
and very many thanks from all your
readers.
[Thank you all, from the team, for your
kind and supportive words. There is
indeed a large team who work together
- cogs in the gears in the machine! It’s
great to hear appreciative feedback and
helps to keep us going. Festive Cheer,
one and all! Ted the Ed!]

WE ALL LOVE TO PLAY!

ANOTHER PACKED EDITION OF THE
VALLEY DIARY
New Year Resolutions and Helping the Planet (Page 6), Bravery Awards for those
keeping us safe (Page 7), Great stuff going on at the Museum (Page 9), Goodwood
Tickets on the cheap (Page 10), Plus the regular highlights with Poems from
Francis throughout, Bill's Down on Levin on the back page…and loads more!
Enjoy your really local monthly news and diary...

Tuesday 11th January from
7pm at The Star & Garter at
East Dean.

All welcome!
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The Earl of March
Country Pub & Restaurant
Seafood & Game Specialties
Country Plush Ambience,
Superb Cuisine & Wide Range of
Fine Wines & Ales
Look out for our Foodie Festivals!

We look forward to
welcoming you!
Lavant Road, Lavant,
Nr Chichester PO18 0BQ
Tel: 01243 533993
www.theearlofmarch.com
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COMMUNITY CAFÉ IN
SINGLETON VILLAGE HALL
Every second Monday of the month
10.30am – 12noon
Do come along for a chat, a cuppa and a piece of cake or two! We also run a
small raffle as well as occasional live piano music.

Monday 10th January 2022
Monday 14th February 2022
Monday 14th March 2022

Why is this a good seasonal tree
for anti-vaxxers? No needles!
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PLEASE, PLEASE,
PLEASE…
...help me by working ahead in
the month if at all possible
instead of sending stuff in to me
as closely as possible to the
deadline for copy.
I understand that some things need to
wait until the last minute if news is
changing or hot off the press for you,
but if stuff can be sent in earlier in the
month, (pretty) please do so. It makes
the Editor’s job so much easier - and if
it’s not a time-dependent issue for you,
it really shouldn’t matter when you do
it.
Working to the 11th hour I guess is
human nature to some degree,
especially when people have busy lives,
but - just if you can - please spare a
thought for me trying to allocate space
and pull it all together in time for proof
-reading and printing.

Many thanks. Ted the Ed.

RSPB Events for
January
Zoom Meeting: Thursday 13th: Paul
Bellamy, RSPB Senior Conservation
Scientist on Woodland Ecology–
‘Understanding Woodland Bird
Declines’ at 7pm: Zoom talks are free
to all RSPB Chichester Local Group
members and £4 each to nonmembers. Places are limited, so
please book your place in advance by
contacting Rob Yarham: 07545
376074, chichesterbirds@gmail.com
CHICHESTER: Thursday 27th:
Illustrated Talk by Dr John Mallord,
RSPB Senior Conservation Scientist,
on ‘Studying Migratory Birds’, to the
Chichester Local Group at The
Pallant Suite, Masonic Hall, South
Pallant, Chichester, PO19 1SY at
7.30pm. Entrance: Members £2.50/
Visitors £5: 07545 376074:
Wheelchair access.

LAVANT MEMORIAL
HALL ACTIVITIES
FRIENDLY CLUB
Wednesday 5th January
2pm to 4pm
Bingo Raffle & Entertainment
ALEXIS - Lovely Lady Singer

COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB
NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE
at Mundham £10
Friday 14th January
Brilliant Singer from Fort William,
Scotland - PAULA McKASKILL - £10 at
Lavant
Saturday 22nd January
Dance to DONNA WYLDE from
Yorkshire at Mundham £6

SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB
Every Thursday
7pm to 9.30pm
Sunday 2pm to 5pm
Shoes and Bowls provided.

Maria Wildman
01243 262833
wildthings2@waitrose.com

For more on any of these events,
do call for a chat…

Tony Bleach

Lavant Horticultural
Society Plant Sale

01243 527439
tonybleach@talktalk.net

Lavant Memorial Hall
Sunday 8th May from 2pm

Annual Flower Show
Lavant Memorial Hall
Saturday 6th August from 2pm

World's First Bolt-Action
Screwdriver!

Mike Kingsford
01243 527414

...Strikerbit EDC Grade5 Titanium hex
bit...capable of accepting any 1/4″ hex
bit...quickly reveal or hide your choice of
hex bit...neodymium magnets..to hold
hex bits in place. £35 KickStarter…

https://tinyurl.com/y6xkbuj4

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:

•

Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.

•

Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)

•

Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication

•

Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist

•

Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday
9.30am - 5.30pm
(Lunch 1pm-2pm)

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

5

WEST DEAN GARDENS
WELCOMES TWO NEW
TRAINEE GARDENERS
West Dean Gardens is very
pleased to welcome two new
Garden Trainees – George Ellis
and Camilla Flint who are the
next recipients of the Jim
Buckland & Sarah Wain
Scholarship.
Both trainees are local, one from East
Sussex and the other from Hampshire,
and have changed career paths in the
past few years to pursue their passion
to work in prestigious gardens and
learn from inspiring gardeners.
Previously George was a professional
tuba player after studying at the
Guildhall School of Music & Drama,
however recently he has been
volunteering at Charleston as well as
achieving his RHS Level 2 qualification
at Plumpton. Over the summer he also
did a six-week internship at Sarah
Raven’s Garden at Perch Hill.
Although, Millie worked as a Primary
School teacher, focusing on art, she
always had an interest in gardening helping her mother and grandmother.
She recently finished her diploma in
design at Inchbald School of Design
then worked with Ann-Marie Powell
for six weeks, including working on her
garden at Chelsea Flower Show.
The two one-year positions are being
overseen by West Dean’s Head
Gardener Tom Brown, who has
managed the previous trainees at West
Dean and prior to that trainee
programmes at RHS Wisley and
Parham.
facebook.com/westdeangardens
instagram.com/westdeangardens

New Year
Resolution: Do
More Recycling!
And here’s a brilliant new way to
dispose of some of those ‘hard to
recycle’ items: in the three Valley
church porches there are now clearlymarked boxes for plastic milk bottle
tops; old cosmetics; and pens.
These are all items which have short
life-spans, are quickly discarded and
which fill up landfill or the oceans –
but now all these can be simply
placed in the correct box in the
church porch and they will be
collected and sent to the right places
for recycling/re-purposing, so
avoiding unnecessary waste.

Bottle-Top Box: Please be sure
to place only the blue or green
plastic milk bottle tops in the box
- nothing else.
Cosmetics Box: You can put
any cosmetics in this box lipsticks, eye shadow, mascara
etc.
Pens Box: please put in any ball
points, felt tips, tippex pens, ink
cartridges, marker pens etc. Just
not wooden/lead pencils please.
The church porches are open most
days during daylight hours and
everyone is welcome to make use of
these recycling boxes.

A.S.M. Carpentry
& Joinery Ltd
Over 30 years of experience in all
aspects of carpentry
Professional, Qualified, Insured

You will also find Food Bank
Collection Boxes in the porches as
well, so please do contribute to those
as well when doing your recycling
delivery.

andrew@asm-carpentry.com

Thank you for helping to do our
local bit for the planet!

Phone: 01243 278659
Mobile: 07789 748368

Local and Reliable
Carpentry Company

Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/Fortnightly
Ironing service a speciality

07860 604849
07825 618121
References/
recommendations
available on request
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A Prime Minister’s Press
Release
A Poem by Francis
I think we all need to understand,
Us people of this great nation.
That foreign travel is too risky,
So instead let’s enjoy a staycation.
My government fully appreciates this,
And already have put in motion.
A big plan to have a clean up,
Where resorts are next to the ocean.
All places by the seaside,
Must get their act together.
Getting themselves clean and healthy,
In time for our springtime weather.
Their efforts will be rigorously tested,
All on the same day of the year.
And if their beach and shoreline
sparkle,
Only then will they get the all clear.
A democratic vote decided the date,
All seaside towns had their say.
And they all agreed wholeheartedly,
December 21st, will be the shore-test
day.

NATIONAL POLICE
BRAVERY AWARDS
At the 2021 National Police Bravery
Awards last month, three Sussex police
officers - PC Richard Bligh, PC Steven
Green and PC Stacy Soffe - were
shortlisted for their extreme bravery in
an incident in Eastbourne last
September.
As they carried out a welfare check a
man with a knife approached their car,
lunging at PC Bligh and stabbing him
in the leg. PC Green and PC Soffe
pulled the man to the ground with PC
Green using captor spray as their
assailant laughed.

01730 817359 - 07742 874883
shaun@shaunthesweep.co.uk
All types of chimneys swept
Power Sweeping
Traditional Sweeps Undertaken
Camera Surveys (internal and external)
HETAS approved stove installer and sweep.

PC Bligh received 10 stitches and has
recovered physically but has been left
with permanent scars. The assailant
was jailed for seven and a half years in
May for the attack, which was the
result of a long-held vendetta against
police.
This incident reflects the huge courage
which police officers show in the line of
duty. These three officers risked their
own safety to protect the public of
Sussex and to protect each other. I
extend my heartfelt appreciation and
admiration to them.

DYSON KING

Katy Bourne, Sussex Police &
Crime Commissioner

JAMES WEBB SPACE TELESCOPE
The JWST, which is/was scheduled to be launched
on Friday 24th December 2021 during Ariane flight
VA256, will provide improved infrared resolution
and sensitivity over Hubble, and will enable a broad
range of investigations across the fields of
astronomy and cosmology, including observing
some of the most distant events and objects in the
universe, such as the formation of the first galaxies,
and detailed atmospheric characterization of potentially habitable exoplanets.
www.jwst.nasa.gov

ARCHITECTURAL
IRONMONGERS

25 Years Supplying Fittings
for Doors, Windows, Gates,
Locks & Safes.
Service to Architects, Builders
& The General Public

01243 776739
www.dysonking.com

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
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Top tips for buying a
country house this year
Since the pandemic began in 2020, the
West Sussex property market has been red
hot, as buyers scramble to get their hands
on the best country houses for sale.
However, for many it has come at a price, and a considerably hefty one
at that, as competitive bidding wars have meant purchasers have been
paying (and are still paying) substantial premiums in order to secure
the sale.
The scarcity of good quality houses has played a significant role, as have the two
stamp duty holiday deadlines. Let’s not forget Covid-19 itself either, as buyers
young and old revaluate their lives and head off in search for a better life in the
peaceful, clean air surroundings of West Sussex.
However, it seems those who did pay a premium for their pandemic purchases are
now realising the consequences of what they paid. Recently, Aviva showed 94% of
the homeowners they surveyed who agreed sales during the pandemic felt the
pressure to buy quickly. Interestingly, 15% knew they were going to make an offer
within twenty minutes of their viewing! Other stats show that 50% of recent
buyers regretted how much they paid for their homes. 23% said they agreed a
figure above the asking price, and shockingly, 92% of buyers found issues with
their properties such as vermin, subsidence, poor insulation, damp, mould, bad
plumbing, and faulty fittings costing over £10,000. Some of those people had to
pay more than £20,000.
It’s easy to understand why this has happened if these buyers weren’t being given
the professional guidance that they needed at the time. There aren’t that many
properties for sale and knowing how fast they’re selling, it’s easy for buyers to get
pulled into the bidding war scenario – especially if they have fallen in love with
the home. So, with all of this in mind, I thought I would suggest my top tips for
buying…which can be found, along with the rest of this article from Jennie
Hancock of propertyacquisitions.co.uk at tinyurl.com/toptipscountryhouse
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TRADITIONAL
TIMBER
WINDOWS

Bespoke,
hand crafted
windows
made here in
the Valley

07973 399487
01243 811319
valleytraditionalwindows@gmail.com

Weald & Downland Living Museum

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

EMBRACING THE
FESTIVE SEASON
On December 3th & 4th the museum
hosted a brand new event - Advent!

During this weekend they looked at
how Christmas was celebrated over the
different time periods at the Museum.
It also included a small bespoke
Christmas market around the Market
Square and Mill Pond. There was also
the return of Tree Dressing with
many coming along to help celebrate
the importance of trees; and they also
recently welcomed Green Father
Christmas back to the Museum for
family festive fun!

Uncover Your Dialect
Inheritance - Why
We Say The Things
We Say
12-13 February 2022
As part of a national ‘Dialect &
Heritage Project’ the Weald &
Downland Museum is one of five
locations where an extraordinary
national archive housed at the
University of Leeds is being shared,
and new information is being added to
it also as part of the project.
Between 1946 and 1978 fieldworkers
from the University travelled across the
country to record language, often
associated with rural communities and
the collections of the Museum.

In this celebration of language, you can
take part in activities, see word maps
and other displays to find out more
about dialect and our regional and
national heritage.
www.wealddown.co.uk/events
Don’t forget that we accept Advertorial
from our valued advertisers, so do
email in up to 250 words and a small
image and we’ll fit it in as and when we
have space. Let’s work together!

editor@valleydiary.org

16th January: Wassailing Day
2nd Feburary: Candlemas Day
12th - 13th February: Historic Life
Weekend: Uncover Your Dialect
Inheritance - Why We Say The Things
We Say (see left)
19th - 27th February: Half Term
Activities - Wool
For further updates on upcoming
events, visit wealddown.co.uk or social
media @wealddownmuseum

THE MULBERRIES
Saturday 13th November
The Mulberries present a 60’s Pop Night
with The Minkees

Pagham Village Hall
Pagham Road, Pagham, PO21 4NJ at
7.30pm.
Bring your own food and drink
Proceeds to local charities
Wheelchair access

Tickets in advance for £8
01243 266849/262833

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey

BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK

SINGLETON
VILLAGE HALL
Our attractive
Village Hall is for
hire

Skittle Alley
for Hire
Well equipped kitchen
Reasonable rates
All you need for your event

www.singletonvillagehall.com
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GOODWOOD
EARLY BIRD
TICKETS
Expect fireworks, an
abundance of family fun and
world class racing as a
spectacular season returns
with early-bird tickets now on
sale for Goodwood Racecourse
in 2022.
Enjoy up to 20% off tickets and
packages across 19 fixtures in the most
anticipated summer season to date at
Goodwood Racecourse.
The first fixture, Season Opener
comes under starters orders with two
days packed full of behind-the-scenes
content providing a fantastic insight
into the sport of horseracing. The
tempo continues with Family
Raceday, which will mark the Queen’s
historic reign, Three Friday Nights
in June and the flagship Qatar
Goodwood Festival, Goodwood
Racecourse’s five-day meeting in July.
August Bank Holiday Weekend
starts with a bang as the popular
Friday night fireworks display
returns before a weekend that
combines live music and free summer
entertainment.
A duo of Midweek Racing fixtures
across September culminate in a fitting
curtain closer for Season Finale,
where seasonal entertainment features
toasting marshmallows and hog roasts.
Tickets and hospitality for 2022
fixtures can be purchased by
calling the Ticket Office on 01243
216610 or visiting
Goodwood.com

Could You Join
4Sight Vision
Support’s 100-4100 Campaign?
West Sussex charity 4Sight Vision
Support is marking its 100th
anniversary year with two special
‘100’ related fundraising
campaigns.
100 participants are invited to sign up
for the ‘100-4-100’ challenge with the
aim of doing 100 of something to each
raise £100! By taking part you will be
raising vital funds to provide specialist
services for blind and sight impaired
adults and children across the county,
and at the same time having fun doing
something you enjoy 100 times over!
In addition, 4Sight Vision Support will
be running a Centenary Prize Draw.
Tickets will be available from midJanuary from its offices in Bognor
Regis and Shoreham, costing £1 a
ticket, in books of x10. Prizes include a
tour for two people of Hepworth
Brewery in Pulborough; four tickets for
Rock of Ages at The Hawth Theatre,
Crawley next May; a £30 voucher for
the Giggling Squid Restaurant,
Chichester; a Firebird Brewery beer gift
pack; a gift token for the Regis Centre,
Bognor, and a stunning metallic table
lamp worth £145 from Reynolds
Furniture in Bognor.

01243 838001
fundraising@4sight.org.uk

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
Showroom & Workshop
Located at Binderton Nr Lavant
Main dealers for many makes
Fast reliable service
Advice & Discounted machines
Part exchange taken
Collection & delivery offered

See website
www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003
BERRY STONEWORK
SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE
BRICKWORK
RESTORATION CONSERVATION
RENOVATION

DUNCAN BERRY
duncan@berrystonework.co.uk
www.berrystonework.co.uk

PHONE
07557 515314
01243 539279

Units 1 & 2, Lavant, Chichester
PO18 0BW

01243 532630
www.a1autocarechichester.co.uk
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The Diary
Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the
coming months. Do please let us know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all.
Deadline for the…

February 2022 Edition

January 2022

Mon 3rd Museum Re-Opens
Tue 4th First Day of School:
West Dean & Singleton
Mon 10th Community Cafe:
Singleton Village Hall: 10.30am
Tue 11th Ladies Night: The Star
& Garter, East Dean: 7pm
Sun 16th: Wassailing Day:
Weald & Downland Museum
Mon 17th East Dean Parish
Council Meeting: East Dean
Village: 7.30pm
Fri 21st The Valley Diary Copy
Deadline: 12noon

February 2022

September 2022
Fri 16th - Sun 18th
Goodwood Revival

Got something to
add? Please let us
know by
emailing...
editor@valleydiary.org
Lots more dates and events
can be found in the Diary
Online at…

Hello Petal

March 2022

A Poem by Francis

April 2022

Being compared to a flower,
Bugs a macho man like me.
But it happens all of the time,
Up there in Liverpool city.

Sat 9th & Sun 10th 79th
Members' Meeting: Goodwood
Mon 11th East Dean Parish
Council AGM: 7pm: Council
Meeting: 7.30pm: East Dean
Village Hall

May 2022

Sat 28th & Sun 29th
Goodwoof! Goodwood

June 2022

Fri 23rd - Sun 26th Festival of
Speed: Goodwood

Friday 21st January
editor@valleydiary.org

Wed 2nd Candlemas Day:
Weald & Downland Museum
Sat 12th & Sun 13th Historic
LifeWeekend: Uncover Your
Dialect Inheritance
Mon 14th Community Cafe:
Singleton Village Hall: 10.30am
Sat 19th - Sun 27th Half Term
Activities: Wool
Mon 14th Community Cafe:
Singleton Village Hall: 10.30am

All information for inclusion to
arrive by 12noon please on

...thevalleydiary.org/diary
Head on over for as many of
the dates as we can scoop up!

I wonder when they look at me,
Is it my small frame?
Or maybe it is something,
About my Christian name.
But it’s only up in Liverpool,
I am likened to a flower.
It happens all over the city,
Almost every hour.
For when they see me coming,
It is to a halt they skid.
And in a broad scouse accent say,
“Are you a’right orchid”?
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Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything you
have to share with your community
should arrive as soon as possible.

The Team
Ted Salmon, Editor & Accounts
editor@valleydiary.org, 07423 117091
David Mather, Accounts & Advertising
davidmather0@gmail.com, 01243 774385,
07973 820877
Chris Kelly, Distribution
chriskelly7043@yahoo.co.uk, 01243 811833

The Distribution Team

East Dean: Tim Weeks, Wendy Heather
Charlton: Penny Buchan, Valerie Tapley
Singleton: Penny Spence, Jane Penny,
Elaine Kelly, Judy Fathers, Gay Godfrey,
Vicky Gillespie
West Dean: Tony Boxall, Sandra
Muggeridge, Micky Johns, Carol Corbett
Binderton: Barbara Boxall
Goodwood: Tony Boxall
Lavant: Vacant
Chichester: Penny Buchan
The legal bit: We (The Valley Diary Team) make
every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any
error in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by
the businesses or individuals appearing in its pages.
In short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

Useful Telephone
Numbers
CDC Councillor, Henry Potter
07792 857973
East Dean Football Club
07944 036709
East Dean Fete
01243 811608
East Dean PC Clerk
07712 647511
East Dean Village Hall
01243 811358
Goodwood Security
07909 876823
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
01243 527264
Lavant Road Pharmacy
01243 380185
Local Police
101
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton
TBA
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean
TBA
Police (Local Officer)
TBA
Singleton Fete
01243 818037
Singleton Parish Clerk
07976 800965
Singleton School
01243 811679
Singleton Tearooms
01243 811899
Singleton Village Hall
01243 811453
Valley Parish Office
01243 811213
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Office
01243 811363
Shop
01243 811020
West Dean College
01243 811301
West Dean Fete
01243 811247
West Dean Gardens
01243 818221
West Dean PC Clark
01798 865189
West Dean School
01243 811247
West Dean Stores
01243 818222

FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mountford, 01243 811358.
HOME FOOT CARE 01243 811442.
DOG GROOMING - SMART DOGS Lesley Pollard. 01243
811805
PILATES CLASSES Jo, 07917 177404
FERNS RESTORATIVE YOGA 01243 818058
STANDBY NANNY Josie, 07747 867652
PAINTER AND DECORATOR Arthur, 07936 082626
YOGA WITH CARA 07787 512283
EAR CARE SPECIALIST Summersdale Pharmacy, 01243
380185
YOGA WITH JACQUI 01243 535223, 07854 441010
YOGA WITH KATIE Tel. Tel 07918 757758
REGISTERED NURSE Dawn, 07876 796034
PAINTER Shaf 07706 105526
PLUMBER Peter 07825 268317
DOG GROOMING Leandra 07944 788727
BUILDER James 07788 532135
TAXI 01243 778499
SOMETHING FISHY 01243 671133 or 07900 086085

The Dome
A Poem by Francis
The ancient village I hail from,
Is famed for a hat called the Dome.
Lovingly made from rustic material,
You will see one in every home.
We craft them in straw, grass or twigs,
Anything natural is right.
People there wear them all the time,
I wore mine on my wedding night.
It was a beauty made from corn straw,
And very handsome did I look.
But it didn’t do it’s job at all,
According to the book.
For within a year of the honeymoon,
We had our first baby at home.
But I didn’t think that could happen,
As long as I’d worn a corn dome.

Register of Local...
The Old Granary East Lavant - ask Helen 01243 251301
Trundlers Charlton - ask another Helen 01243 811686
Hunters Lodge, Lavant - or indeed another Helen!
01243 532415 - 07788 663712
B&B - Ring Sophie on 01243 811465
The Folly, Charlton on 01243 811307 - ask Joan or David
B & B Harper's Cottage, East Lavant. Ring Caroline 01243 278659
Flint Cottage, 47 Mid Lavant, Lavant Road, P018 0AA: Sue Kemble 01243
785883 / 07814903541
Run a little local B&B? Why not list here for free!

editor@valleydiary.org
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While the cows are munching their way
through our winter feed supplies producing
lots of nutritious milk, the lambs are getting fat
on delicious turnips and the ewes with rams are enjoying the last round of grazing on the herbal
leys, we thought we would fill you in with a bit of farm and family history.
John’s grandparents Ernest and Gwendaline arrived at East Dean in 1936, coming from a small farm near Steyning with son
Clifford who had just finished his education at Steyning Grammar School and daughter Christine. Ernest had successfully
secured a tenancy here at East Dean on Droke and Manor Farms from the Goodwood Estate. This was after a long period of
depression in the agricultural industry so the farmland around East Dean was rundown, overrun with rabbits, a few sheep
wandering across the farm with very little under the plough. Ernest and Clifford set about improving the farm by ploughing up
the better land for rotational cropping, repairing the fences and establishing a dairy at Manor Farm as well as beef and sheep.
Although they arrived with shire horses and horse-drawn equipment they soon acquired Fordson, Case and Caterpillar tractors
to help with field cultivations and pull the previously horse-drawn machines such as binders, hay turners and wagons. The
onset of war and demand for food security brought new energy into agriculture and a call to farmers from Government to
plough and crop every acre they could, including some of the steep downland fields. In those days potato and sugar beet crops
were grown here at East Dean along with
wheat, barley, oats, linseed and grass leys.
After the war much of the higher downs, some
of which were littered with dumped
ammunition, were cleared of unexploded
bombs. Trees and bushes were removed and
the thin stony soil was ploughed up to help
THE SELSEY ARMS at
grow more food for the nation.

MOBILE
POST OFFICE
WEST DEAN

Ammonium nitrate and other fertilisers such
as basic slag and potash became readily
available in the 1940’s and were used here to
promote higher crop yields. In time, chemical
pesticides were also used to control weeds,
pests and diseases helping to keep crops clean,
Tractor driver Geoff Kennett
raise yields and make harvesting a lot easier.
(left) with farmer Clifford Holt
(circa 1975)
Clifford became an expert at growing top
quality crops and for many years specialised in
growing seed crops under contract to a number of agricultural merchants.
Ernest retired early due to poor health after the war at which point Clifford took on
the tenancies of both holdings which he farmed until his death in 1981 at the age of
63. John was fortunate to be able to succeed these tenancies after Clifford’s death
and is now farming the land organically with son Harry. The farm has always
supported a strong workforce. In the early 1960’s there were 8-10 people working
fulltime on the farm with a good number of casual workers at busy times. Today
there are just 5 of us fulltime and agricultural contractors help with the big jobs.
This brings us to the end of another year of mixed fortunes. The wetter season has
generally suited our farming system but rapidly rising prices of inputs is causing
some concern. However, as always, we look forward to another year and another
turn of the seasons.
Happy New Year to all from Farmer John and his team of stalwarts Stuart, Harry, Jo, Martin and Chrissy.
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MONDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm
THURSDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm

THE PARTRIDGE INN at
SINGLETON
MONDAYS 2.45pm to 3.45pm

Mobile Postmaster, Operating from
Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779

WEST DEAN COLLEGE OF ARTS AND
CONSERVATION LAUNCH ARTS &
CRAFTS SUMMER SCHOOLS

THE BOOK SHED
Singleton Village Hall
Now Open…

Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 4pm

West Dean College of Arts and
Conservation has just launched
their hugely popular Summer
School programme for 2022.

Access is through the side gate
and is the first shed on the right.

In the height of summer, this arts and
crafts retreat offers those keen to learn
new skills or perfect existing talents, the
chance to immerse themselves in their
craft. Summer Schools run
between Friday, July 22, 2022 to
Thursday, August, 11, 2022, with 27 week-long courses to choose from ranging from
printmaking, painting, sculpture, enamel, textiles, photography, tapestry, jewellerymaking, pottery and ceramics; stained glass, stonecarving, silversmithing,
blacksmithing, automata making, book making and creative writing. Eight of the
courses are new for 2022 and offer the chance for students to escape everyday life to
learn something new or begin a journey that could progress to a new passion, career
or even further education. More details can be found at www.westdean.ac.uk

The books are free for you to keep or
return.
If you have any books you wish to donate
please place them on the shelves.

Aisle be There
A Poem by Francis
The woman at the checkout till,
Did rant, scream and curse.
Having filled many shopping bags,
She found she had lost her purse.

Among the wide variety of new courses is: Gilded sculpture from found wood;
Enamel: imagery and effects; Creative photography; Land art using natural
But I was there with my generous heart,
materials; Drawing to painting in oils; Fragile forms – in cloth and hand stitch;
Stone carving - flora, fauna and fungi; Writing from life; Exploring sculptural forms Well I’m a gent, and a chivalrous chap.
And I willingly pushed her trolley,
in woven tapestry; Dynamic techniques for sculpting animals with clay; Reshaping
cloth – print and manipulation; Personalities in clay – developing your own way of Whilst she put all the groceries back.
throwing; Silversmithing – create vessels
Additional police officers and
and sculptural jewellery and Making
PCSOs who have been recruited
automata – mechanisms and kinetic
into neighbourhood policing in
artworks.
Sussex are really welcomed but the
At a time when international travel may U3A members also expressed concerns about wider criminal issues,
including tackling child sexual exploitation, conviction rates for violent
again be uncertain and stressful for
many, the Summer Schools over a hassle offenders, drug gangs and fraud, particularly against the elderly.
-free option and chance to focus on
Sussex Police’s Operation Signature has successfully protected thousands of
creativity whilst making the most of the
residents from fraud and supported vulnerable victims.
College’s beautiful gardens and
surrounding landscape. Living locally
The emergence of the Omicron Covid variant has meant the re-introduction of
doesn’t exclude you from taking
some regulations including mask-wearing in shops. Whilst most of us see the health
advantage of these wonderful
sense behind this precautionary move we know that some people will either not
opportunities - and getting away from all comply or vent their frustration on shop staff. Having listened to our Safer Sussex
the stresses of life.
Business Partnership and championed tougher measures, we are really pleased to
see that retail workers could be better protected from assault and abuse by a
westdean.org.uk
Government amendment to the Police, Crime, Sentencing & Courts Bill.

01243 811301

Katy Bourne, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner
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FANCY A CHICKEN SHREDDER?
A what? Yes, people use these to ‘shred’
chicken. Or ‘pull’ pork, apparently!
Chicken Mayo sandwich maybe?
Shredded chicken BBQ sandwiches
(where the chicken is smothered in BBQ
sauce) and shredded chicken tacos
(where the chicken is seasoned with
Mexican spices). Or how about for a
simple salad?

MILESTONE
GARAGE
COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES
Courtesy Car Available

Anyway, this one’s about £12 from AmazonUK - https://
amzn.to/3q1RoLr - and this video - youtu.be/S9BDRUCeKRM - makes
it look simple and very effective! Treat yourself!

HEAD GARDENER AWARD
West Dean Gardens are
pleased to announce
that Head Gardener
Tom Brown has won the
Garden Media Guild’s
Journalist of the Year
Award. Beating off
strong competition from
four other journalists,
this is the second GMG Award that Tom has won, the
previous one being in 2019 when he won The
Alan Titchmarsh New Talent Award.
Following the award ceremony, Tom commented: “I was
bowled over to be shortlisted for this award and to be amongst
such respected contemporaries. I’m really grateful to be given
the opportunity to write for The Telegraph, Gardener’s World
Magazine and Gardens Illustrated this year which allowed me
to share my experience in a jargon free way, making gardening
more accessible – particularly during such difficult times.”
The Judges comments noted that: “Tom’s style is
conversational and upbeat but doesn't dumb down the
technical bits. He effortlessly passes on his gardening
knowledge gained over the past 20-years as a hands-on
gardener to make the features interesting to both those new to
gardening and experienced gardeners seeking more advanced
information. It’s clear that Tom knows his plants and subject
matter inside out and his writing draws you into the feature.
Snippets of information and handy hints and tips are dotted
through the narrative, plus a sprinkling of humour!”
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01730 813148

EAST DEAN VILLAGE FLAG
The observant among you will
have spotted the first flying of
the East Dean village flag,
proudly displayed in Jim’s Tap
Room in The Star and Garter.
BLAZON (Heraldic description): Azure
between two Ducal Crowns in the first and
forth quarters and two Martlets in the
second and third quarters Or a Cross fleury
Or charged with an arrow fesswise
pointing sinister Sable the centre pierced
Azure. RATIONALE: The Arrow pointing
right is a literal depiction of the word East;
and the small blue circle is a
representation of the pond in the heart of
the village - considered to be the source of the River Lavant, and the cross
symbolic of both the parish church and the Methodist chapel. The overall layout of
the design is a nod to Prince Aethelweard, youngest son of Alfred the Great, who
was given the village of East Dean in Alfred’s Last Will of 899AD. The layout is
similar to the attributed ancient arms of the House of Wessex (as it was before the
age of organised heraldry).
The blue of the background is taken from both the arms of West Sussex, the water
running through the village, and the house of Wessex. The martlets too, (heraldic
representations of swallows), feature in the Sussex and Wessex arms and is also
indicative of some of the local wildlife.
The two crowns, aligned in a South Easterly formation, refer to the Monarch’s
Way passing just south of the village. This is the route which Charles II took on his
famous escape from the roundheads (Oaktree et al) from Worcester to Brighton.
The King passed through the south of the village before making his way to
Arundel, crossing the River Arun at Warningcamp then on to Shoreham. The
ducal crowns are also a clear reminder of the chief landlord in the surrounding
area, the Dukes of Richmond – the 1st Duke being the illegitimate son of Charles
II. The crown (similar to a duke’s coronet) also alludes to Prince Aethelweard.
Founded in 1971, the Flag Institute is a UK charity working to promote the
interests in all aspects of flags and flag flying (vexillology); to foster knowledge
and understanding; and to offer a unique free source of expert advice, information
and comment.
The East Dean Flag was approved by the Flag Institute and first publicly unveiled
by the Chief Vexillologist at a lecture at Cambridge University Heraldic and
Genealogical Society on 6th May 2021.
The flag was designed by Edward Hilary Davis and approved unanimously by the
East Dean Parish Council on 19th October 2020. Edward worked as researcher
and heraldic designer at HM’s College of Arms, London, for many years, and is
President of the Cambridge University Heraldic and Genealogical Society. His
mother Maria lives in the village. Any one wishing to order the village flag
may contact Maria or do so via www.flyingcolours.org

Dismantling & Felling
Crown Thinning & Reducing
Removal of Deadwood
Pruning

Morning & Afternoon sessions
available Monday to Friday
Call 01243 811423
www.westdeanpreschool.co.uk

Clock conservation
restoration & repair

Jon Butt Bsc (Hons) T. 023 92 631836
E. hello@jonbuttclocks.co.uk
www.jonbuttclocks.co.uk

Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748

M N ELECTRICAL
Electrical Installation and
Design

Hedge Cutting

Inspection and Testing

Stump Grinding

From a new socket to a
complete rewire

Full public liability - Certified Arborist
Free Estimates and Advice
brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com

07763 844422
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NICEIC Approved Contractor

Call 01243 573790
Clive 07932 623763

East Dean

Albert says...

VILLAGE HALL
1st... Max Davies, East Dean
2nd...Barry Phillips, Chilgrove
3rd...Richard Pailthorpe, Charlton

Yes I’ve had the shingles jab,
Almost six months to the day.
Yet still I find it spread about,
All over my driveway

The festive season started off well
for three lucky gentlemen from
three different villages.
Congratulations to you all, sharing
a total of £110 in prize money –
maybe it proved useful for some
Christmas shopping. I would like to
thank everyone for their support of
The Valley Parish 100 Club and
wish everyone a very happy,
peaceful and healthy 2022. We
must all hope that it will be better
for everyone. Wendy Heather

www.eastdeanhall.co.uk
Ideal for celebrations, fitness classes, meetings, parties and
wedding receptions. Can accommodate 80 standing/60
seated. Fully equipped professional kitchen, outside grass
area with stunning views, car park for up to15 cars.
Disabled access.

EAST DEAN FOOTBALL CLUB RESULT OF THE
SEASON (SO FAR)!
The boys recorded there first win of the season by beating top of the league Harting FC. With a strong squad the
lads pulled of the result of the season so far. Ben Pett, Brad Hounsome and Aaron Freeman were all on target in a
3-1 win away from home. Unfortunately two defeats followed. One at home to Felpham and one away at
Fishbourne in the Malcolm Simmonds Cup. We hope to end the year with a win as we host Barnham Trojans. The
club are also looking for some information as to who the goalkeeper is in this old photo. If you can help, please
contact the club. It’s from the 1980/81 season. Thanks. Peter Kearvell

DOWN ON RED
BUCKET FARM

A lovely, amusing and colourful book,
that featured in its own series on
Angel Radio, by your resident poet
Francis Emery.
Signed copies
available from the
Weald and
Downland
museum shop, and
from the Shepherd
Hut Shop at East
Dean.

SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS
## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##

FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION
Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West
Sussex, PO20 1QD

01243 531298
www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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We hope you have all had a peaceful and happy Christmas and New Year. We are
looking forward to a bumper filled year of moving all the projects forward.
Defibrillator Charlton
You will see that the telephone box housing the defibrillator in Charlton has been repainted and would like to that Robert
and Miranda Mayne for their hard work.

Volunteers
We have set up working parties to deal with all the projects that we are carrying out, including the new playground, traffic
calming and maintenance. We would love to know if there are any members of the parish who would like to join. More
hands make light work! Please contact Viv to find out more.

Parish Council Meetings
You will find all the dates for our meetings on the website. It is great
to see so many turning up for the meetings and we always welcome
more comments and help in looking after this wonderful
community. Hope you can make it in 2022!
Do get in touch with us if you have any issues or suggestions for the
parish.
Viv Nuttall (Clerk) - singletonparishcouncil1@gmail.com
01243 811810 - www.singletonparishcouncil.co.uk

CHICHESTER CANAL CELEBRATES 200 YEARS IN 2022!
The Chichester Ship Canal is 200 years old in 2022! The Trust, the charity behind the canal, is planning a season of
anniversary events to help people discover more about the unique heritage and different ways to explore the canal. Events will
run through the spring and summer and will feature a historical talk at the Records Office, family activities in the school
holidays, an exhibition at the Novium, hosted boat
trips along the canal, a photography competition, a
guided walk with the Friends of the Old Ford to
Hunston Canal, and an art partnership. We are
pleased to be a host venue for the District Council’s
Spark Culture opening Event, and a partner host for
the University and the Fringe performers.
The Anniversary Celebration will be held on
Saturday 9th April 2022
...exactly 200 years to the day since the first formal
opening ceremony of the canal. (Note the word ‘first’
- there were two more!). The event will open with a
gunfire salute, and a day of stalls, food, music,
entertainment, water-based displays and land-based
exhibitions– culminating in a flotilla along the
canal.

Careful & competent

WINDOW
CLEANING
STEPHEN PINE

Please ask for a quotation
stephennpine@gmail.com

07939 254998

01243 786816
07887 752056
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Silent Night (2021)

Midhurst
Camera Club

This short and tight little comedy/
drama/thriller was created by
director/writer Camille Griffin
midhurstcameraclub.co.uk
which tells the tale of a group of
annoyingly posh and monied hooJanuary 2022
hars who come together for a
19th January 2022 - Midhurst Camera
yuletide celebration and,
Club Guest Speaker evening at the
potentially, last supper!
Cowdray Golf Club - “Wildlife
What unfolds is a story based around an
photography” by Bob Webzell ARPS
incoming 'gas' which everyone knows
EFIAP.
about and for which the government has
issued suicide pills because there's
February 2022
nothing anyone can do about it - and
9th February 2022 - Midhurst Camera
those who don't take the pill will suffer a Club Guest Speaker evening at the
fate worse than death in great pain. So
Cowdray Golf Club - “The Water’s
they have one last night to party before
Edge: A Celebration Of The British
they all snuff themselves out as they
Coast” by Tony Worobiec FRPS.
know the exact day it is arriving.
March 2022
It plays out in the early stages (as the
2nd March 2022 - Midhurst Camera
group arrive at the big countryside
Club Guest Speaker evening at the
house) a bit like Peter's Friends or even
Cowdray Golf Club - “A Long Way
Four Weddings. All frightfully chirpy,
South: Falklands, South Georgia and
hilarious fun with much posh-people
Antartica” by John Nathan ARPS.
banter. They have dinner. They argue.
Truths come out about the past, secrets
April 2022
shared, anger expressed, beans spilled.
20th April 2022 - Midhurst Camera
Think Abs Fabs, air-kisses, Land-rovers
Club Guest Speaker evening at the
and Barbour jackets too.
Cowdray Golf Club - “Underwater
Seems that posh kids are allowed to
Photography – The Big Stuff from
swear as much as they like and use the F Manatees to Crocodiles” by David Keep
word in pretty much any sentence (along ARPS ABPE.
with their parents) as the four kids are a
May 2022
bunch of just-as-annoying public school
4th May 2022 - Midhurst Camera Club
posh-brats in the mix. They're all very
Guest Speaker evening at the Cowdray
unlikeable and actually, none of the
Golf Club - “Along The Inca Trail” by
characters are really developed very
Stafford Steed LRPS CPAGB.
much in the 90 minute run-time.
Keira Knightley leads them - a (mainly)
Brit-pack of actors including Matthew Goode. They all do what they do reasonably
well and if 'convincingly annoying' is the aim, then they're all cracking actors!
Anyway, I won't spoil the ending (which you will see coming from some way off)!
but leave you to either get very annoyed by the people and what they represent in
life or see past that and enjoy the dark side of what starts as an apparent comedy
but ends up as something quite different.
Most of it shot in the house and is generally directed and staged well - it could
easily be a stage-play. Perhaps it is. Now available to rent/stream from various
services. TS
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Fast Effective Pest Control
Rabbits, Moles, Wasps, Rats, Bees,
Mice, Fleas, Hornets, Moths, Flies,
Squirrels, Woodworm, Bedbugs, Foxes,
Bee specialist: Humane Bee Removals
Other services
Pest Prevention, Logs, Tree work,
Garden Clearance

07453 965542
george@gspestcontrol.net

* Stir Up Sunday! *
A new version of an old tradition may
have started when a group of ladies,
children and one gentleman, gathered in
Singleton Village Hall to make
Christmas puddings on Stir up Sunday!
After much weighing of the 13
ingredients and stirring from east to
west, the puddings were prepped for
steaming at home, ready for the big
day! A fun community event, there were
many making their puddings for the first
time ever! The proof of the pudding… So
watch this space! Janet Holt

West Dean Autumn Gardens by Terry Timblick
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THE FOX GOES FREE

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Thank you to everyone who visited us in 2021.
Another strange year, but let’s hope 2022 gets off to a
better start. We look forward to seeing you all this
year!

JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2022

Tuesday lunch & dinner: our tasty fish & chip
deal will be available.
Friday night Meat Raffle has resumed!

01243 811461

enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com
www.thefoxgoesfree.com
At MacDonald Oates Solicitors we pride ourselves on
leading with client service and tailoring our services
to suit you. Whether you are an individual or
business, we are here to help.
We can advise on all day-to-day employment law and HR
queries and can also offer, for example,:
• Advice on discrimination in the workplace – we can advise

you on where you stand and take you through the possible
options available
• Employment Law Retainer - a yearly fixed fee retainer for

businesses which ensures you have a specialist lawyer
guiding you through all your employment law and HR
queries without having to worry about the costs plus an
audit of your contracts is included for free
• Employment Tribunal Litigation – we can assist you with

any employment law dispute
and also prepare and negotiate
Settlements Agreements on
your behalf.
If you have any queries or
would like further
information, please contact
Linda Wilson on 01730
268211 or
lsw@macdonaldoates.co.uk.
We have offices in Petersfield
and Midhurst and can also meet
with you via Teams.
www.macdonaldoates.co.uk.

Linda Wilson, Partner
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As you walk around Levin
Down, particularly along
the lower path on the
eastern side, you will see
trees at the boundary.

A Seasonal Message from
Our Resident Poet...
Dear reader, whilst selfishly sunning
myself on ‘the promenade des anglais’ in
Nice, I missed the deadline to get the
following into the December issue,
which is to thank Ted the Ed and the
team for producing such an illustrious
monthly magazine, and to thank you all
for putting up with my nonsense verse.
I would particularly like to thank my fan
base out there. I hope you are both well.
A very merry Christmas to everyone and
a prosperous and healthy new year. My
very best wishes, Francis.

Although most of the ash trees
have been felled due to ash dieback to prevent risk of them
falling onto visitors, volunteers,
and local residents, you can still
see other trees with lichens
growing on them right up into the upper branches. It has to be said that the ash
trees had the best lichen communities, but plant pathogens take no prisoners!
The best time to discover what lichens are growing further up is just after a gale,
when twigs and small branches are blown to the ground. This month’s picture
shows two common, but splendid, examples of lichens growing on a piece of bark,
which could have been from an ash tree. They are both fruticose (or bushy) lichens;
the more green one with finer branches is Ramalina farinacea, so-called because it’s
oval spore – bearing soralia (which lie along the edges of the branches), are flourlike. Both sides of the branches are grey/green in colour. The other lichen is Evernia
prunastri, immediately recognisable by the white underside of it’s branches.
Evernia prunastri has had interesting uses in the past, being known as “oak moss”
and used as a fixative for perfumes and as an agent for dyeing. Ground up with rose
petals, it made a hair powder for whitening wigs and killed off head lice. Another
use was for wadding in shotguns. It contains usnic acid, which can be used in
producing an antibiotic. Bill Young
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