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More of what you’re looking for. Locally.

VALLEY
GARDENING CLUB
Well, my rain dance worked! Or was it
Farmer John’s? According to our rain
gauge, we have had 2.5” since the
beginning of May! Thanks to the long
days and rain, everything seems to
growing madly. I am sure the verges,
now covered in nettles and cow parsley
a foot high, only had short grass on
them five minutes ago and as for the
weeds..!
The VGC Morning on 28th April
went very well - Lodge Hill Plants had
some really lovely and different plants
for sale and the VGC Bring and Buy
Stall went well too. [Continued on
Page 18, so check it out for all the
forthcoming events…]

June 2021

After a very difficult time for many, we are now
looking forward to the bright, sunlit uplands of
summer.

It is very disappointing that neither East Dean or
Singleton have been able to hold their popular Fetes,
which over the years have made a significant contribution
to the income of our Valley Parish churches. With fewer
people able to attend services over the last year, there has
been a significant decrease in income with very little
decrease in costs. We are holding this Summer Raffle to
support The Valley Parish and our beautiful and historic
churches.
Please look out for more information in The Valley Diary
in July. Tickets for the Summer Raffle will be included
with your copy. The Raffle will run throughout July with
the draw being made on 1st August. We would very much
welcome your support.

The Valley Parish
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Poetry by Francis
Ups and Downs of
Being Twins.
His stand-up act is hilarious,
It brings much laughter and cheer.
His twin brother has no stand up
skills,
Ending his lacklustre boxing career.

New Car Released.
Nicknamed The
Vauxhall Vaccine.
Rozenna is arriving soon,
Known to us all as Zenny.
She’ll be in her new Vauxhall,
Which cost her a pretty penny.
Pandemic? Not a problem,
Free to travel near or far.
As long as she is driving,
The Astra Zenny Car.

Edward Cooke Family Law - Achieving a Good Divorce
The team at Edward Cooke Family Law, a specialist family law and mediation practice with
offices near Chichester (in Chilgrove) and Brighton advises client on all issues faced by
families upon divorce and separation, including financial matters and child arrangements.
Managing Director Edward Cooke, who sits on the National Committee of Resolution, the
nationwide organisation of nearly 7,000 family law professionals, said that whilst the team
represents clients in court proceedings, in most cases it is possible to find ways to resolve
matters without needing to attend court.
The firm has recently published a “Good Divorce Guide”, setting out how to achieve a good
divorce.
“No matter what the cause of a split, it is possible to agree on financial issues and
arrangements for children and to part amicably without a court battle. This is of course
important, particularly where children are involved. Whilst the degree of ongoing
communication varies between couples, in our experience the vast majority should be able
to achieve a Good Divorce. The key is to seek the right support and get early advice from a
lawyer committed to a non-confrontational approach.”
The firm offers a wide range of services to help clients, including mediation and
collaborative law, which are ways of
resolving issues without recourse to
court. The team is also highly
experienced in helping with modern
family issues, including same-sex
couples and surrogacy and fertility law.
For further information or to make an
appointment, call the team on 01243
769001 or email info@ecfamilylaw.co.uk
(Picture – Directors Lauren Guy, Edward
Cooke and Michelle Lewis from Edward
Cooke Family Law.)

GOODWOOD
FESTIVAL OF SPEED
8th - 11th July 2021
Tickets are clearly selling well for the festival at Goodwood in July, so better be
quick! At time of writing, there’s still good availability for the Thursday (8th)
tickets, limited availability for Friday (9th) tickets, Saturday (10th) is sold out and
there’s limited availability for Sunday (11th). So make haste folks! You can book
directly online via ticketing.goodwood.com or call 01243 755055.
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Dirty Money.
I won’t try money laundering again,
Well, what a devastating scene.
All the pound coins and fifty p’s,
Wrecked my washing machine.

A Plucky Tale
A farmer friend of mine,
Was in a bit of a fix.
He had on his farm, quite a lot,
Of rare featherless chicks.
Not a problem summer time,
But this was in December.
When the weather was bitterly cold,
As I expect you may remember.
The poor things could easily perish,
If the cold got on their chests.
So his wife was frantically knitting,
Each one a little straw vest.
Yes you did read it right,
Straw knitting is a local skill.
An art rarely practiced,
Beyond these Southdowns hills.
As soon as each one was finished,
She handed it to her man.
Who then fitted the straw vests,
As quickly as he possibly can.
Most of the flock were now clothed,
In smart straw vests that matched.
I asked how many there were, and he
said,
“I don’t count my chickens until
they’re thatched.”

Big Ben.
A huge Ginger Tom wandered by,
Turns out he was a stray.
He looked a little bedraggled,
And decided that he would stay.
I gave him the nickname Big Ben,
And the name, well it did stick.
“Why call him that?” I’m often asked.
“It’s because he was full of tics.”

THE JOYS OF HIDDEN VILLAGES
(and a fun selection of public houses)

CROQUET ANYONE?
The Rother Valley Croquet Club
(which is situated in Duncton)
are doing a recruitment drive for
new members.
They are holding a free taster day on
Saturday 12th June from 10am - 4 pm
at the club.
All equipment will be provided, we just
ask for flat shoes to be worn so the
beautiful lawns are not damaged.
Refreshments will be available together
with toilet facilities.
Do come along and see if Croquet is for
you! Perhaps you will enjoy yourself!

rothervalleycroquet.co.uk

1st Prize... Mrs J Kentell, Chilgrove
2nd Prize... Barry Phillips, Chilgrove
3rd Prize... Richard and Jo Stephens,
East Dean
Once again, Rev Sarah’s ‘random
number selector’ was pressed into use
on Sunday 3rd May. Many
congratulations to our prize winners
who shared a total prize money of
£105. It would seem that Covid rules
are gradually being relaxed, so fingers
crossed we will soon be able to revert to
our usual way of selecting the numbers.

The pandemic has without a doubt reinforced the
joys of living in a village. Offering beauty, peace,
clean air, simplicity, charm, natural surroundings
and close local communities to name a few, I feel
very blessed to have been living in one myself over
the last year.
When we’ve been trapped in our homes, having access to
stunning surroundings and beautiful walks around fields,
woodlands and rivers has been a saving grace. And now that
we are able to see people again, just walking around my own
village reminds me how close knit all the neighbours are
with each other. It’s a completely different experience to
living in a city or busy town.
More and more people are now choosing this way of life over urban, seeking a more
relaxed and gentle pace that makes life far more enjoyable. This is the busiest year I
have ever had with property buyers, with over 60% of clients now from London,
most of whom are choosing villages over towns. My local town clients are also
seeking a more rural life to enjoy their retirement.
There are many well-known villages in and around Chichester to choose from, but
there are also some awe-inspiring hidden gems where you literally step back in time.
If you’re the type of home-owner keen to explore off the beaten track villages, yet
still be close to daily necessities, excellent schools and a variety of activities, you
may wish to consider these rural wonders…
East Dean
A lovely sleepy village part of the Upper Lavant Valley, offering a traditional village
pond setting with fabulous walks on its doorstep. There’s also a very good pub called
the Star and Garter. If you pop across to the next village in Charlton, there’s another
called The Fox Goes Free.
Chilgrove
Gin and vodka lovers will know this picturesque village is home to Chilgrove Spirits,
which is not only sold in local shops but also the likes of Harrods, Fortnum & Mason
and Majestics. Most people don’t actually realise Chilgrove is where it is as it’s quite
hidden to passers by, but located at the foot of the south downs, there are some
super walking trails that take you up to Kingley Vale Nature Reserve or the South
Downs Way. There’s also a superb 18th Century inn, The White Horse that’s
definitely worth a visit for lunch in between your property viewings.
West Stoke
Ideal for those who love their watersports as well as their country walks and cycling,
this is a highly regarded South Downs village very close to the waters of Chichester
Harbour, Bosham and the Witterings, as well as Goodwood, Kingley Vale Nature
Reserve and the South Downs. There’s also a village hall and Wellies Tea Rooms
which serves lovely lunches, coffees and teas.
...for the rest of this interesting article by Jennie Hancock of
propertyacquisitions.co.uk head for tinyurl.com/joysofvillagelife

- Gas and Oil Fired Appliances
Installed, Serviced and Maintained
- Landlord’s Gas Safety Checks
- System Upgrades
- Power Flushing
- General Plumbing
Call Now For A Free Quote

07562 743483
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GORDON LONG
1931 -2021
Gordon was born at Pilley Green in
October 1931, and apart from a short
spell at Downley when first married,
lived all his life in the village of East
Dean.
Well known as the local tree surgeon or ‘tree
feller’ as he called himself, he was a tree man
through and through. He was often seen in the
valley working on a tree and with his expert eye,
was not afraid of climbing up to the offending
limb with his ropes over his shoulder. Trees
were his passion and his knowledge of them,
unrivalled.
In later years when driving round the area, he
would point out a tree he had topped and smile
broadly as he proudly told of the difficulties or
the problems they may have had with it.
Gordon loved to travel and often included great
forests in his itinerary. He visited among other
countries, Canada, America and New Zealand
with well planned routes to take in trees he had
read about and wanted to see.
He loved to plant trees and his wood yard is full
of beautiful trees both indigenous and some rare and seldom seen elsewhere.
Well read and with an exceptional memory, he was the man to have on your quiz
team! A family man, Gordon was married to Vera for 67 years and they had 4
children, grandchildren and a great grandchild.
Sadly Gordon contracted Lyme Disease whilst still working, which brought on
Parkinson’s in later life. Well loved and respected until the end, Gordon will be
missed by many.
A celebration of his life will be held later in the year.

If you have been missing the
Singleton Community Café
(every 2nd Monday of the month),
we cannot yet say when we will be
returning.

Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant
Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any
NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or
any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer:

But as soon as Singleton Village Hall
can open for village/community
events safely and following COVID
regulations, we will be back!

•

Prescription collection from any Chichester GP
Surgery on your behalf.

•

Free medication delivery service (for
housebound patients)

•

Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing
their own medication

•

Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle
advice from our Pharmacist

•

Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy
only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby
products. If you cannot find what you’re looking
for we may be able to order it in for you.

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday
9.30am - 5.30pm
(Lunch 1pm-2pm)

Telephone: 01243 380185
Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk
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Singleton and Charlton Parish Council News
It is with great sadness we report that John McDonald has decided to retire as chairman
and councillor. He has been a brilliant chairman and has steered the parish council with
great authority and skill. We would like to take this opportunity to thank him for all the hard
work he has carried out with such good humour, grace and determination. Adrian Taylor has
also retired but is hoping to come back later in the year and again we wish him huge thanks
for all he had done. Deborah Harwood has been voted on as the new Chair, with Tony
Marshall being elected on as Vice Chair.
This leaves two vacancies on the council. If you would like to find out more about being a
councillor and what it entails then please get in contact with Deborah
(debssingletonpc@gmail.com). You can find more information on our website or on the
noticeboards both in Singleton and Charlton on how to apply.
Community Questionnaire!
We have had an amazing response to the questionnaire and hugely grateful to you all for
taking the time to fill them out. If you still haven’t had the chance to fill in please do and
then drop through the letterbox at 2 The Leys.
Parish Council Meetings
The Government have ruled that all council meetings, including parishes are no longer
allowed to take place online. To this end the Parish Council meeting on May 4th will be the
last online. The next meeting will be Wednesday 21st July at 7pm. Venue to be confirmed.
Playground/Glebe Field
We are working with the children of the village to design a new play area for the older age
group to be placed next to the current playground. This is a huge project but particularly
needed and deserved for this age group. Any children who would like to be involved should
contact Viv at the email below.
Glebe Field Path
We are delighted that having raised the finance and with the amazing help of the Chichester
volunteer group the path from Church Way to the Church will be re laid back to its original
splendour! Work will commence on Wednesday 7th July and should be finished by Tuesday
13th July.

01730817359 - 07742874883
shaun@shaunthesweep.co.uk
All types of chimneys swept
Power Sweeping
Traditional Sweeps Undertaken
Camera Surveys (internal and external)
HETAS approved stove installer and
sweep.

Do get in touch with us if you have any issues or suggestions for the parish. In the mean
time we hope you begin to enjoy the easing of restrictions, especially as and when the
weather warms up! Viv Nuttall (Clerk): singletonparishcouncil1@gmail.com,
01243 811810, www.singletonparishcouncil.co.uk

DYSON KING

Dismantling & Felling
Crown Thinning & Reducing
Removal of Deadwood
Pruning

ARCHITECTURAL
IRONMONGERS

25 Years Supplying Fittings
for Doors, Windows, Gates,
Locks & Safes.

Hedge Cutting
Stump Grinding

Full public liability - Certified Arborist
Free Estimates and Advice

Service to Architects, Builders
& The General Public

brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com

01243 776739

07763 844422

www.dysonking.com

Francis Ward
Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in
Oil boiler servicing & maintenance
Oil tank installation
Heating system design and install
Swimming pool oil boilers

Gas boilers
Cookers
Swimming pool gas boilers
New installations servicing and maintenance

Solar heating systems
Servicing
Maintenance
All aspects of heating and plumbing covered
Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers
Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX

Phone: 01243 811960

Mobile: 07941 039378
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Do you need a Project
Manager for your
Home Refurbishment?

The Earl of March
Country Pub & Restaurant

Would you appreciate a hand with your home
refurbishment, fitted kitchen or bathroom?
Sometimes we need small building works to be
carried out at home but shy away from the
perceived hassle. Why don’t you think about
calling in a Project Manager to organise the
programme of works, call in a Builder and look
after costs and cost control. No problem,
particularly if you involve someone who knows
what to do. An initial chat with no strings attached
to discuss your requirements and budget might well
put your fears to rest. Give it a go!

MOULES, FRITES & MUSCADET
EVERY TUESDAY £12.50

SET MENU

2 COURSE £24.50 3 COURSE £27.50
Lunch 12-230pm & Dinner 530-7pm

BOOK NOW FOR
GOODWOOD FESTIVALS!

I am a Chartered Construction Manager and I
have worked in the industry for almost 50 years.

To find out if I can help, please email or call...

LOOK OUT FOR LOBSTERFEST!

Paul Chitty MCIOB

Lavant Road, Lavant,
Nr Chichester PO18 0BQ
Tel: 01243 533993
www.theearlofmarch.com

paularchitty@gmail.com
07833 577783
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West Dean Primary School News
It was with a mixture of sadness and joy that I recently informed our school community of
my intention to leave my role as headteacher of this wonderful village school. West Dean
CE Primary School has been my ‘home’ for thirteen years, and I have felt it a great
privilege to maintain the vital traditions we all hold so dear, whilst keeping everything
current and up to date. We are a forward thinking team of staff with a true dedication to
learning. I am very much looking forward to my new ‘chapter’ in France, where Phil and I
will make our home, with our two Labradors. I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone in the wider community for their support for our school and to introduce our new
headteacher, Mr Chris Williams, who is poised to take the school from strength to strength
in September. With my very best wishes to you all, Gill Moss (Harrison)
It is a joy to have all our children back in the swing of
learning together after all the disruption, and the school
is once again a busy place. We have had our first visitors
in school for a very long time, with tenor horn lessons
for over half the school. Year 5 & 6 children had an Aztec
day where they applied their research into the culture of
this ancient civilisation to clay work, cooking and art.
Our Year 6 children had the opportunity to take part in the West
Sussex Bikeability Scheme at Singleton School where they all
passed successfully. They will develop this learning in our French
cycling activities and cycle maintenance work in a few weeks’
time. Our younger pupils have been hatching caterpillars as they
learn about lifecycles, and have been using ‘The Naughty Bus’
story as a vehicle for lots of fun activities and problem solving, with wonderful rich learning
opportunities. The naughty bus even fell into the pond and the children successfully
designed a means of rescuing him, and then trapping him!
All or our children have been taking part in Forest School activities led by Miss Boxall.
Come rain or shine the children are able to use our outdoor areas and we have secured an
additional area that we are in the process of developing.
All this outdoor and creative learning provides shared, rich experiences for us to use in all
areas of the curriculum , especially English, maths, science, design and art. It also develops
vital social skills we have missed during lockdown.
We have been able to resume some of our after school club provision this term with AAA
Coaching sports club, a French club, a STEM club, an art club and a board games club, whilst
staying safely in our ‘bubbles’. We are hoping to be able to extend this provision into the
second half of the summer term too.
Building work is well under way to improve the brickwork and replace the fencing around
our swimming pool. Thanks to DG Pool and leisure, our pool has been drained, cleaned and
refilled in preparation for use after the half term holiday. We are all keeping our fingers
crossed for some sunshine.

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
We’ve all had a difficult time over the last months, including getting The Valley
Diary full of interesting editorial when there have been very few events to
announce and report on, but we’d like to thank many of you for trying anyway,
thinking outside the box and generating content for us to share.
Do keep it coming please. It’s a great help and most of it is indeed very interesting
for readers who, in turn, have been looking for pastimes. Reading is a good one and of course keeping hope high that we’ll all get past this. Well done all.

BERRY STONEWORK
SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE BRICKWORK

RESTORATION CONSERVATION
RENOVATION

DUNCAN BERRY
duncanpberry@gmail.com
PHONE

07557 515314
01243 539279

TRADITIONAL
TIMBER
WINDOWS
Bespoke, hand
crafted windows
made here in the
Valley

07973 399487 - 01243 811319
valleytraditionalwindows@gmail.com

PATHS &
DRIVES
D S & P Humphrey
BLOCK PAVING
landscaping - concrete laying - patios
GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 01243 811685
Paul: 01243 811518
PRIDE IN WORK

SINGLETON
VILLAGE HALL
Our attractive Village
Hall is for hire

Skittle Alley for
Hire
Well equipped kitchen
Reasonable rates
All you need for your event

www.singletonvillagehall.com
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Farm Diary from
Farmer John and Team
At long last the cold dry weather has
now broken and with the warmth and
moisture the crops are growing away
quickly.
Hopefully grass growth will keep up with
demand from all our cattle and sheep and
we will be able to preserve enough forage
for the coming winter. During the second
half of May, we will be taking our first of
three cuts of grass/clover leys and lucerne
to make into silage which is our main
winter feed for the cows and is the product
of fermenting the chopped green crop after
consolidating well in a big heap or “clamp” as we call it and sealing with polythene
sheet to exclude any air.
Our milking cows are now approaching the end of their lactation and from the
beginning of June we will “dry” them off so that they get a two-month rest from
twice-daily milking before they begin calving again in August.
All our lambs are growing well on their mum’s milk and as they learn to graze. You
may have noticed the ewes and lambs together with the in-calf heifers working
their way round the farm as we aim to keep fresh grazing in front of them and
allow the grazed fields to rest and recover before their next visit in a few weeks'
time. Getting the lambs to follow the ewes when moving fields was a bit of a
challenge initially but they are learning fast. Grazing the fields like this and
moving the animals on quickly helps to keep the worm burden down.
However, we will monitor the ewes and lambs by measuring the number of worm
eggs in their faeces and treat only if necessary. As the weather warms up flystrike
becomes a risk to the sheep so we will soon be dressing their backs with an
ointment which will help to prevent this.

SINGLETON VILLAGE HALL
The hall is now open subject to Government Restrictions after
the Trustees have spent the lockdown time updating the
facilities.
The floor has been striped and resurfaced, the interior and exterior have been
repainted, Emergency Lights have been installed in the hall and kitchen, the fire
doors have been replaced, the yard doors repaired, new chairs bought (and are a
great improvement on the old ones), the windows have had secondary glazing
fitted (to reduce both heat loss and noise), a new cooker has been obtained (which
now has gas hobs and electric ovens and is a great improvement on the old one),
two dehumidifiers have been purchased (to reduce condensation) and there are
now electric Hand Sanitizers by the toilets and front door.

ROGER GUNN
Garden Machinery
Sales & Service Specialist
Showroom & Workshop
Located at Binderton Nr Lavant
Main dealers for many makes
Fast reliable service
Advice & Discounted machines
Part exchange taken
Collection & delivery offered
See website

www.rogergunn.co.uk

01243 786003
ALISTAIR SINGLETON
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER &
DECORATOR
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
For a perfect finish – first time, every
time!
Fully referenced with satisfied customers
from Chichester to Midhurst and all
surrounding locations.
Contact me now for a free quotation

07739 420406
alistairsingleton@gmail.com

Units 1 & 2, Lavant, Chichester
PO18 0BW

01243 532630
www.a1autocarechichester.co.uk
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The Diary
Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the
coming months. Do please let us know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all.
Deadline for the…

July 2021 Edition
This is the information we have.
Everything here is clearly subject
to change. Thank you to event
organisers who have updated us. You

must make sure that you check
with organisations for a status
report before assuming the
information here is latest.

June 2021

Mon 31st (May) - Fri 4th Weald &
Downland Museum Half-Term
Activities: Natural World: 11am 4pm
Fri 18th The Valley Diary Copy
Deadline: 12noon:
editor@valleydiary.org
Sat 26th Post Pandemic Picnic:
East Dean Village Hall/Car Park:
3pm
Sat 26th VGC Garden Competition
Judging Day

July 2021

Fri 2nd Gentlemens Lunch: East
Dean Village Hall: 12.30pm
Thu 8th - Sun 11th Festival of
Speed: Goodwood
Mon 12th East Dean Parish Council
Meeting: East Dean Village: 7.30pm
Wed 21st Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: 7pm: Venue
TBA

Mon 18th East Dean Parish
Council Meeting: East Dean
Village: 7.30pm
Mon 25th - Fri 29th Weald &
Downland Museum Half-Term
Activities: Family Activities:
10.30am - 4pm

November 2021

Wed 17th Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: 7pm:
Singleton Village Hall

December 2021

Fri 10th Gentlemens Lunch:
East Dean Village Hall: 12.30pm

Got something to
add? Please let us
know by
emailing...
editor@valleydiary.org
Lots more dates and events can be
found in the Diary Online at…

...thevalleydiary.org/diary
Head on over for as many of the
dates as we can scoop up!

August 2021

Sat 7th VGC Annual Show, 2pm,
East Dean Village Hall

September 2021

Wed 15th Singleton & Charlton
Parish Council Meeting: 7pm:
Singleton Village Hall
Fri 17th - Sun 19th Goodwood
Revival

October 2021

Sat 16th & Sun 17th 78th
Members' Meeting: Goodwood
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All information for inclusion to
arrive by 12noon please on

Friday 18th June
editor@valleydiary.org
Submissions, news, reviews, event
information, photos and anything you
have to share with your community
should arrive as soon as possible.

The Team
Ted Salmon, Editor & Accounts
editor@valleydiary.org, 07423 117091

David Mather, Accounts &
Advertising
davidmather0@gmail.com, 01243 774385,
07973 820877

Chris Kelly, Distribution
chriskelly7043@yahoo.co.uk, 01243 811833

The Distribution Team

East Dean: Tim Weeks, Wendy Heather
Charlton: Penny Buchan, Maggie Russell
Singleton: Penny Spence, Jane Penny, Rick
Kaminski, Elaine Kelly
West Dean: Jonalyn Mills, Sandra
Muggeridge, Micky Johns
Binderton: Barbara Boxall
Chilgrove: Pat Payton
Strettington: John Elliott
The legal bit: We (The Valley Diary Team) make
every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries &
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details
change during its period of validity. In no
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss
and damage which may arise or result from any
error in or omission of any entry or advert whether
relating to wording space, position, artwork, or
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any
Business or individual within its pages and is unable
to vouch for advertising claims, professional
qualifications, trade certifications, membership of
trade association or content of web sites whose
addresses may be shown in individual entries or
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD
advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of
goods or services offered or qualifications held by
the businesses or individuals appearing in its pages.
In short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing
funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t
live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their
customers.

Useful Telephone
Numbers
CDC Councillor, Henry Potter
East Dean Football Club
East Dean Fete
East Dean PC Clerk
East Dean Village Hall
Goodwood Security
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery
Lavant Road Pharmacy
Local Police
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean
Police (Local Officer)
Singleton Fete

07792 857973
07944 036709
01243 811608
07712 647511
01243 811358
07909 876823
01243 527264
01243 380185
101
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
01243 818037
Singleton & Charlton Parish Council Chairman 07968 192482
Singleton Parish Clerk
01243 811810
Singleton School
01243 811679
Singleton Tearooms
01243 811899
Singleton Village Hall
01243 811453
Valley Parish Office
01243 811213
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum
Office
01243 811363
Shop
01243 811020
West Dean College
01243 811301
West Dean Fete
01243 811247
West Dean Gardens
01243 818221
West Dean PC Clark
01798 865189
West Dean School
01243 811247
West Dean Stores
01243 818222

We’ve been having second thoughts about this one!
We were going to ditch it, but have decided to make
small adverts more manageable, by streamlining and
making it all more casual.
If you want to add anything here, email
editor@valleydiary.org with your text and make a
contribution to our bank to keep things going this end. Say,
£50 for a full year and pro-rata for less? Email us and we’ll
give you our bank details for your online payment.
We’ll kick things off with the good people who we think would
like to be included and continue from before. Please get in
touch if you want to stay here. You can add some more text if
you like, but not too much - after all, it is lineage! If we don’t
hear from you, we’ll think again. Thanks in advance for your
support of The Valley Diary.
FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mountford, 01243 811358.
HOME FOOT CARE 01243 811442.
DOG GROOMING FOR SMART DOGS Lesley Pollard,
01243 811805
PILATES CLASSES Jo, 07917 177404
FERNS RESTORATIVE YOGA 01243 818058

STANDBY NANNY Josie, 07747 867652

Register of Local...

PAINTER AND DECORATOR Arthur,
07936 082626

The Old Granary East Lavant - ask Helen 01243 251301

YOGA WITH CARA 07787 512283
EAR CARE SPECIALIST Summersdale
Pharmacy, 01243 380185
YOGA WITH JACQUI 01243 535223,
07854 441010
YOGA WITH KATIE Tel. Tel 07918
757758
REGISTERED NURSE Dawn, 07876
796034

Trundlers Charlton - ask another Helen 01243 811686
Hunters Lodge, Lavant - or indeed another Helen!
01243 532415 - 07788 663712
B&B - Ring Sophie on 01243 811465
The Folly, Charlton on 01243 811307 - ask Joan or David
B & B Harper's Cottage, East Lavant. Ring Caroline 01243 278659
Flint Cottage, 47 Mid Lavant, Lavant Road, P018 0AA: Sue Kemble 01243
785883 / 07814903541
Run a little local B&B? Why not list here for free!

editor@valleydiary.org

13

Summary of the Minutes of
the meeting of East Dean
Parish Council on 19th
April 2021 at 7.30pm on
Zoom due to Covid 19
Restrictions
Present: Neil Georges - Chair, Sarah
Peirson - vice Chair, Peter West, John
Holt, Josh Collins and Sara Hutton-Potts
In attendance: Jeremy Hunt - West
Sussex County Council, Henry Potter Chichester District Council, Alexia Ward Parish Clerk, One parishioner
Minutes
The minutes of the last meeting were
reviewed and approved.

RSPB Zoom
Meetings for JUNE
Thursday 3rd: Jack Thompson,
Conservation Officer for RSPB
Brighton—Birds of Lowland Heath
Thursday 17th: Dr John Mallord,
Senior Conservation Scientist, for the
RSPB Centre of Conservation,
Cambridge – Research on Migrant
Birds
All meetings start at 7pm and talks
are free to all RSPB Chichester Local
Group members and £4 each to nonmembers. Places are limited, so
please book your place in advance by
contacting Rob Yarham
chichesterbirds@gmail.com, 07545
376074

Matters arising from Minutes
Josh Collins said that with the levels were
Maria Wildman
now low enough in the pond and he
01243 262833
would be able to clear the silt that had
wildthings2@waitrose.com
accumulated beneath the outfall of the
catch pit pipes.
The village plan summary would soon be available for review.
Update from District and County Councillors
Before the meeting, Alexia Ward had circulated the reports from Jeremy Hunt and
Henry Potter to the councillors by email. These were taken as read.
Financial update
Alexia Ward said the balance of the Lloyds current account was £3,037.94 and she
had received the half yearly precept payment of £559.00 from CDC. The savings
account (H West Legacy) balance was £19,858.03 which included interest of £0.17
paid on 09/04/2021. Alexia also said that she would change the bank signatories
at Lloyds as Jon had now resigned.
Any Other Business
The Parish Council discussed the tasks and responsibilities undertaken by
the council and decided that it would be appropriate for each member to oversee
certain items which will be completed shortly.
Peter West confirmed the dates of the Wood Fair to be held at Wests on 21st and
22nd of August 2021.
Date of Next Meetings
12th July 2021 at 7.30pm, 18th October 2021 at 7.30pm at East Dean Village Hall.

Any Further Information can be obtained from
eastdeanparishcouncil@gmail.com
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MOBILE
POST OFFICE
THE SELSEY ARMS at
WEST DEAN
MONDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm
THURSDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm

THE PARTRIDGE INN at
SINGLETON
MONDAYS 2.45pm to 3.45pm

Mobile Postmaster, Operating from
Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779

Minutes of the meeting of the East Dean Parish Council
AGM held on Monday 19th April 2021 at 7pm on Zoom
(due to COVID 19 Restrictions)
Present: Jon Bailie (Chairman), Sarah Peirson, Peter West, John Holt, Sara Hutton-Potts,
Josh Collins, Neil Georges
In attendance: Henry Potter – Chichester District Council, Jeremy Hunt – West Sussex
County Council, Parish Clerk – Alexia Ward, One parishioner
Apologies: None
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 20th July 2020
The minutes were approved.

THE BOOK SHED
Singleton Village Hall
Now Open…

Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 4pm
Access is through the side gate
and is the first shed on the right.
The books are free for you to keep or
return.

Matters arising
None.
Chairman’s report
The Chairman’s report had been circulated to the council before the meeting. Jon Bailie
added that after eleven years on the Parish Council including ten as chairman he would be
standing down from the council at the end of this AGM. Jon also said that it had been a
pleasure to serve the community in which he and Helen had been fortunate enough to make
their home.

If you have any books you wish to donate
please place them on the shelves.

Election of officers
Chairman: Neil Georges (proposed by Sarah Peirson, seconded by John Holt)
Vice Chairman: Sarah Peirson (proposed by Peter West, seconded by John Holt
The council agreed to begin the process to replace Jon Bailie on the Parish Council.
Financial statement
The accounts, and the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020-2021 had been
prepared and were circulated by e mail to the council for approval. The precept for the
2020/2021 financial year was £1,130.00. Other income included a HM 126 VAT claim of
£253.70 and £19.99 interest on H West (Legacy) Savings Account. Outgoings included
payments for work on the willow and oak trees on Pond Green, grass and verge cutting,
payment to CDC for bin emptying on Pond Green, a payment for the Parish Council’s
insurance premium, a contribution to Arun and Chichester CAB and a payment to Castle
Rossettes. The total in the bank accounts on March 31st 2021 was £22,336.80 with
£19,857.86 in the Active Saver (legacy) account and £2,478.94 in the Lloyds current
account.
Any Other Business
Sara Hutton-Potts enquired if it was known when the Star and Garter would reopen and
whether the pub was still registered as a Community asset. The pub is no longer registered
as a community asset as there are now different criteria to do this.
Jeremy Hunt, Henry Potter and the Parish Council thanked Jon Bailie for his support and
hard work while he had been Chair on the council.
Date of Next Meeting: April 2022

TWO BEDROOM FLAT FOR SALE
Somerstown, 3 min. walk to Chichester city centre - Sunny ground floor
flat - Gas c/h - Two big bedrooms - Separate shower room - Garage

OIRO £230,000 for quick sale
01243 774385
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Gleam Team
for a Dream Clean
Call the Gleam Team for
Complete House Spring Cleaning,
'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans
- carried out Weekly/Fortnightly

Ironing service a
speciality

07860 604849
07825 618121
References/recommendations
available on request

ROAD TO RECOVERY
We have already received hundreds of orphaned
or abandoned babies this season and our team are
working hard to provide them with care, food and
vet treatment.
The first of our early babies have developed into juveniles
and are now preparing for their release in our outside
enclosures, including the ducklings, cubs and rabbits that
arrived in early March. As we face another busy season, it
is essential that we are well-prepared for the months
ahead caring for the influx of seasonal wildlife casualties.
This will mean a deep clean of the hospital, an increase in
staff to provide the round the clock feeds and care,
ordering medication, food and purchasing essential
equipment.
New incubators are helping our smallest and orphaned
patients receive the warmth they need to stabilise.
Improved animal care units and enclosures are giving
recovering patients the space they need to rest and recuperate prior to their
release. We are also currently fundraising for an Animal Ambulance so we can
safely transport patients to veterinary clinics for treatment and access more
release sites. Thanks to generous donations received we have secured over
£10,000 towards our £16,700 target to purchase an Animal Ambulance. From 9th
June to 7th July you have the opportunity to vote for our Animal Ambulance
appeal to receive funding from the Calor Rural Community Fund. Please visit our
page to vote for us. Thank you. www.brentlodge.org/appeals

THE BELL INN
We are very happy to have re-opened
and are now taking bookings – we look
forward to seeing you soon!

Broyle Road
Chichester
(opposite the Theatre)

01243 783388

Gentlemans
Lunches are
Returning Soon!

hello@thebellinnchichester.com

MILESTONE
GARAGE

We’re going to try and do
two lunches this year after
lockdown may be relaxed.
Both at East Dean Village
Hall (All booked, plus
caterers).

COCKING
SERVICING - REPAIRS
MOTs - TYRES
CAR SALES

Friday 2nd July
Friday 10th December

Courtesy Car Available

12.30 onwards

01730 813148

Max Davies
rmaxdavies@aol.co.uk
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THE PETWORTH FESTIVAL
14th - 31st July
As many readers will know, our friends at Petworth
Festival managed to keep their plates spinning
throughout the year of the pandemic. Amongst much
else they were able to bring a ‘festival for the times’
to all comers in the Autumn when presenting a series of events filmed
live in Petworth with small invited audiences that were additionally
streamed far and wide over the internet.
Building on the success of previous years the Petworth team has put together a
wonderfully varied series of events ranging from the classical virtuosity of pianists
Isata Kanneh-Mason and Imogen Cooper and musician-of-the-moment,
saxophonist Jess Gillam, to the music of Paul Simon, stomping blues in the hands
of The Blues Band with its evergreen front man Paul Jones, and top author/
comedian Adam Kay, whose show This is going to Hurt has already been seen in
London’s West End.
But if there is one particular initiative that is enthusing Stewart Collins in July it is
the brand new Petworth Festival Summer Weekend, two days of free events due to
be staged in the Petworth House Pleasure Ground thanks to a new collaboration
with the National Trust. ‘Our aim is always to provide quality music and
performance for as wide an audience as possible, but these two days of free events
will hopefully make a big impact with young and family audiences. With
performance, workshops and a beautiful staging of The Secret Garden, both days
should really be dates for the diary.’ The box office opens on 15th June. Keep up to
date at www.petworthfestival.org.uk

Rupert Bicknell bespoke
furniture is to be
recommended for special
situation furniture where a
specialist solution is required
to be designed and
manufactured at an
economical price.
Look at Rupert’s website to
discover the wide range of
possibilities that might be the
ideal solution to your bespoke
problem. Whether it be a
complete luxury kitchen solution
or a specialist desking solution it
is well worth while having a chat
with Rupert.

Morning & Afternoon sessions
available Monday to Friday
Call 01243 811423
www.westdeanpreschool.co.uk

Clock conservation
restoration & repair

Jon Butt Bsc (Hons) T. 023 92 631836
E. hello@jonbuttclocks.co.uk
www.jonbuttclocks.co.uk

Seasoned Firewood
Cut and split to your
requirements

LAWN MOWING
HEDGE CUTTING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
Personal service from a local
family business

KEITH GOACHER
01243 811746
07976 740748

07764 437714
hello@rupertbicknell.co.uk

We clean your oven……so you
don’t have to
Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor or Aga professionally
cleaned

Phil Bateman
Landline: 01243 763000
Mobile: 07908 433946

www.ovenwizards.com
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M N ELECTRICAL
Electrical Installation and
Design
Inspection and Testing
From a new socket to a
complete rewire
NICEIC Approved Contractor

Call 01243 573790
Clive 07932 623763

Valley Gardening Club ...continued from front page...

Most importantly everyone seemed so pleased to be out, in contact with “real
people” and having face-to-face conversations.
The next VGC event is the Garden Competition Judging Day on Saturday
26th June to be judged by Jim Buckland and Sarah Wain. The flier with classes
and details was sent out by email and is on the VGC website.
The Annual Show will be Saturday 7th August, again the flier was on email
and on the website. If anyone has problems accessing either of these and would
either like the email or a hard copy, please let us know. A few of the VGC cups
have reached the end of their lives after many years of use. If anyone would be
interested in sponsoring a new cup, do let us know. The list of VGC Committee is
on the website.
We are thinking of arranging another Bring and Buy Plant & Flower Stall
and hope to send out a date in the coming few weeks.
Hopefully we are almost past the frosts, so can start planting out courgettes, beans
etc. and putting the geraniums on show.
Hoping now for a little summer weather and Happy Gardening to you all!
Penny Buchan, valleygardeningclub.org.uk, 01243 811544

The Barn Eatery has Re-Opened in
Little London!
It’s been wonderful to be back and we have loved
seeing you all in our dining chalets! We are open 6 days a
week Tuesday to Sunday in both the Larder and The Barns
Eatery! So Tuesday-Saturday will be 8am to 4pm and
Sundays 10am to 4pm!
thebarnlittlelondon.com/book-a-table-or-chalet

01243 769058

Email: adriandrake7@icloud.com
Tel: 02392 467974 Mob: 07762 883695

DOWN ON RED
BUCKET FARM
A lovely, amusing and colourful book,
that featured in its own series on
Angel Radio, by your resident poet
Francis Emery.
Signed copies
available from the
Weald and
Downland
museum shop, and
from the Shepherd
Hut Shop at East
Dean.

An award-winning Chartered Building Company that has worked in the Sussex area since
1985, gaining a well-deserved reputation for professionalism, reliability, high quality
craftsmanship and project management skills. Experienced in all types of building projects,
from large commercial to the sensitive renovation of listed buildings, bespoken new-builds
or extensions and refurbishments.
Hungerdown, Brittens Lane, Fontwell,
West Sussex BN18 0ST Telephone 01243 542056
Email martin@msbc.uk.com www.msbc.uk.com

A.S.M. Carpentry
& Joinery Ltd
SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN)
GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS

Over 30 years of experience in all
aspects of carpentry
Professional, Qualified, Insured

## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE RATES/SERVICES ##
FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION

Local and Reliable
Carpentry Company

Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 1QD

andrew@asm-carpentry.com

Tel: 01243 531298

www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk
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Phone: 01243 278659
Mobile: 07789 748368

Post Pandemic Picnic – Update
In March last year I wrote about how unusual it was
not to be able to announce an upcoming village event
(fete, hog roast, flower show) a few weeks in advance,
and know that it would actually be happening. 15
months on, things have got no better! As I write this,
on the 19th May, the cloud that hangs over the much
anticipated return to normality is the ‘Indian Variant’.
By the time you read it that may be old news, replaced
by the Guatemalan Variant, or the Papua New Guinea
Variant or the Norwegian Blue, which isn’t a virus it’s a
parrot, but it’s probably got something nasty so best be
careful.
The position of the government at the moment is that
they intend to go ahead with an end to all restrictions
on Monday June 21st, subject to updates on how the latest variants are spreading
and how effective the vaccines are at combating them. This is likely to lead to a
final announcement on June 14th.
The Valley Diary is published monthly not daily, and the next one won’t be out
until the end of June. So the best update I can give you at the moment is that the
planned picnic will be going ahead on Saturday June 26th at East Dean
Village Hall, with similar events now being organised in Singleton and Charlton
and possibly other villages. When we finally have clarity (!) I shall drop a flyer
round to all the houses to confirm what is happening, but basically it will be:Make whatever you’d like to have on a picnic and bring it along to the
Village Hall at 3pm. That’s the plan, now let’s see what happens!
On a rather bigger scale; I think we as a country need to be very wary of what
might be called “mission creep”. Rationing was imposed during World War Two
as a necessary response to the Atlantic blockade and resulting food shortages. It
continued until 1955, ten years after the War had ended, and twice as long as the
War lasted. That was not necessary. The problem was that a whole layer of
bureaucracy had sprung up, issuing coupons and deciding how much of
everything people should be allowed to have, and the people running that had a
vested interest in keeping it going – both to keep themselves in work, and from
fear that if everyone was free to just go and buy as much of anything as they
wanted, the result would surely be chaos! From the viewpoint of the busy-body
bureaucrat, the general population are always far too stupid to make sensible
choices for themselves, they always have to be managed, for their own good.
We must be careful not to let restrictions brought in a year ago to cope with a
rapidly spreading disease drag on indefinitely, constantly being extended every
time there’s a new mutation spotted somewhere in the world. Otherwise we could
end up a land of Nervous Nellies, preferring to hide in an air-raid shelter long
after the Blitz is over, because we’ve got used to the feeling of security it provides.
Life is, undeniably, a journey from birth to death. It’s important not to forget to
enjoy the bit in-between! Tim Weeks

The volunteers at Chichester Canal are
delighted to be able to offer their popular
boat trips again! Linking the city to the
countryside, the trips are a lovely way to
explore the 200 year old history and
unique habitat of the canal. The
volunteer teams have all been trained up
for social distancing and current COVID
safe guidelines. Trips will operate daily
except Tuesday.
There will be four trips per day leaving
the Chichester Basin at 10:15, 12:00,
13:45, and 15:30. The trips will last 1
hour and 15 minutes.
Customers are reminded that:
• They are required to wear a mask on
board and sanitise their hands when they
are boarding and departing.
• Contact detail Tracing will be taken at
the time of booking along with payment.
• Track and Trace details will be kept for
a max of 21 days then they will be
destroyed, and not passed on to any 3rd
party.
• Toilet facilities will be available on-site
before you board the boat.
• No Food or Drink can be taken on
board during your journey, but water will
be available on request.
• A maximum of two Wheelchairs per
Trip.
To book please call 01243 771363, 9 to 4.

Careful & competent

WINDOW
CLEANING
STEPHEN PINE

Please ask for a quotation
stephennpine@gmail.com

07939 254998

01243 786816
07887 752056
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Roger Champion
1938-2021
A hole has been left in the heart of the Museum.
It is with great sadness that we share the news
with our community of the passing of Roger
Champion, Museum’s Master Carpenter for over
35 years, who died peacefully at St Richards
Hospital on the 18th May. Roger was a
Champion. A Champion in more than one way.
Quite simply, Roger built the Museum. Literally.
As you look around you can see Roger’s work across the
whole of the Museum, from the vast majority of the
timber frames on the site to the 247 beautiful items of
furniture seen in almost every building that he also made.
It has been the work of a lifetime.
Roger trained as an instrument and tool-maker. After a 3
-year trip by bike to India, he famously saw a flier about
the embryonic Museum project in a layby whilst visiting
family in 1968. Characteristically he considered the
Museum project to be ‘a bloody daft idea’ but
nevertheless wrote to Museum Founder Roy Armstrong
to see how he could get involved. He was offered a job at the Museum, with the
understanding that they couldn’t pay him! Roger was Master Carpenter at the Museum from
1968 until his retirement in 2003. Actually he probably retired 3 times, and then he returned
as a volunteer. One of his earliest projects was the dismantling of Pendean farmhouse, and
not long afterwards he worked on the frame of Bayleaf farmhouse.

East Dean

VILLAGE HALL
www.eastdeanhall.co.uk
Ideal for celebrations, fitness classes, meetings, parties and
wedding receptions. Can accommodate 80 standing/60
seated. Fully equipped professional kitchen, outside grass
area with stunning views, car park for up to15 cars.
Disabled access.

A modest individual, with a unique way of putting things which could be mischievous and
often humorous, he was an incredibly talented craftsman and Master Carpenter. He has
often said that a disadvantage of working on the same site for so long is that you are
surrounded by your mistakes, or at least things you would do differently later on. He was
generally not one for giving formal talks, or any self-promotion, yet generously shared his
knowledge and understanding of timber-framed buildings widely. His late wife, Heather,
also worked at the Museum for many years and alongside Roger in a variety of roles prior to
her untimely death.

Roger’s superb craftsmanship has been widely recognised outside the Museum, with the
2012 Sussex Heritage Person of the Year (Sussex Heritage Trust) being awarded to Roger
and in 2015 the Balfour of Burleigh tercentenary prize for exceptional achievement in crafts
in 2015. Some of you will have seen his recent furniture exhibition ‘Just Champion’
showcased at the Museum in 2019. He was also an artist, with an amazing eye for detail and
creativity which created some beautiful items. Roger inspired and supported a generation of
timber-framers and people interested in timber framing, directly through conversations and
seeing his work, as well as indirectly by the presence of his work in the existence of the
Museum. This significant legacy will continue to have a lasting impact in the form of the
Weald & Downland Living Museum long into the future, and touch the lives of many people
in ways that he will never know.
Rest in peace Roger, you will continue to be a living memory at the Museum, never
forgotten, literally a part of the furniture. Thank you and god bless. With love and
appreciation from your family at the Weald & Downland Living Museum.
If you would like to share your condolences or memories of Roger Champion, please email
them to lucyhockley@wealddown.co.uk who will share them with Roger’s family & friends.
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Fast Effective Pest Control
Rabbits, Moles, Wasps, Rats, Bees,
Mice, Fleas, Hornets, Moths, Flies,
Squirrels, Woodworm, Bedbugs, Foxes,
Bee specialist: Humane Bee Removals
Other services
Pest Prevention, Logs, Tree work,
Garden Clearance

07453 965542
george@gspestcontrol.net
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THE FOX GOES FREE

WELCOME BACK !

We are glad to have been able to open indoors and hope it
remains that way. We are taking bookings for the
foreseeable future but please bear with us for bookings
after 21st of June as these will depend on Government
announcements. Fingers crossed!

NOW HIRING

We are looking for a Housekeeper to start on an immediate
basis, working Wednesday - Sunday, for between 15 & 25
hours per week. Please email or call for more information
or visit our careers page on our website...

01243 811461

enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com
www.thefoxgoesfree.com
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EAST DEAN FOOTBALL
The boys have been training hard over
the last few weeks, keeping up fitness
levels and even squeezed in a trip into
Gosport to take on Rowner Rovers
from the Meon Solent League in a
Friendly match.
With many players unavailable, the squad
was much changed from the last game.
Rowners took a two goal lead into the break
but The Dean felt they needed to be more
clinical in the final third as we managed to
create many chances in the first half but
failed to work the keeper.
The second half was end-to-end but it was
The Dean that finished stronger and scored
two goals late on through Jack Eames and
Jack Silvester and could have even won it at
the end after a long through-ball from Phil
Lister found the unmarked Dom Buckley but unfortunately failed to connect.
A worthwhile game in horrendous wet
conditions which the lads and following
supporters all enjoyed.
The Dean now look forward to a return to
the some formal competition in the
summer. Peter Kearvell.

This Picture from Levin
is of Common
Twayblade Neottia
ovata. As it’s name
suggests, it is common
and has two broad
leaves near the base. It
grows in scrub,
woodlands, and
grasslands, favouring
calcareous soils.
Flowers are borne on a
single spike from March to
July, they are green/
yellowish, and resemble
tiny people when fully
open. Although a common orchid it is often overlooked in grassland due to it’s allgreen appearance. The flower spike can have up to 100 flowers, and the plant can
grow to a height of 50 centimetres.
This one was growing in the wooded area at the northern end of the Reserve.
Among it’s many localised names is “Sweethearts” as the two leaves being opposite
one another suggest two sweethearts together. I don’t know if that is a local name in
Sussex – perhaps someone can enlighten me.
My thanks to Simon Thomas, from West Dean, who spotted this orchid, and to Ann
Griffiths, former Volunteer Reserve Manager who sent the information to me. Bill
Young.
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